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Che New UYrar 


Greetings and salutations to all the employes of 
the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company and to 
all readers of The News! 


A new year has dawned, with its inspiration to re- 
newed efforts, its call to new responsibilities and tts 
opportunity for further personal service. Standing 
upon its threshold, he must be indeed incapable of being 
moved who does not feel the thrill of the hour, who does 
not rejoice over the new opportunities and who does 
not welcome the new tests of strength ahead. 


The Company, like the nation, is just in the begin- 
ning of a period of reconstruction, of adjusting itself 
to the new conditions and the new situation. The com- 
ing year will be a busy one with it. New lines must 
be built, old exchanges reconstructed, new buildings 
erected—all with the object in view of performing our 
first duty to the public, that of giving the best service 
possible. 


We are out of the war, but its effects are still visible 
in the unrest, new levels of prices, new problems—all 
quite natural reactions. Grateful for the cordial co- 
operation and the splendid co-ordination of effort that 
made possible the well-done character of the work in 
war-time, the company asks the continuance, in peace- 
time, of the same fine loyalty, devotion to the task in 
hand and the high grade of efficiency to the end that 
our mutual growth and prosperity may be made certain. 
It does so with full confidence that it will be as cheer- 
fully granted in the future as it has been in the past. 


We wish for each and all of you a happy and pros- 
perous New Year. 
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THE STRAIGHT COURSE. 


Labor can make no greater mistake 
than following after the loud-voiced radi- 


cals who have sought to grab the reins. 


of leadership in the ranks of workers. 
There is only one course that insures 
permanence of employment and a wage 
that is something more than just a liv- 
ing one. That is the straight course. 


These radical leaders, no matter under 
what name or banner they travel, fol- 
low exactly the same tactics and have ex- 
actly the same object in view. They be- 
gin by trying to convince workers that 
they are slaves, and by repeating this 
often enough possibly make some ct 
them believe it. This accounts for the 
falling off in production in some lines 
and it also accounts for the complaints 
of employers that faithfulness among em- 
ployes is on the decrease. 


For when a man begins to pity himself: 


and picture himself to himself as a slave, 
he acquires the slave habit of labor. If 
he thinks that he is being compelled by 
necessity to work, his unit of production 
is low, he becomes inefficient and he falls 
a ready victim to such a propaganda as 
the reds have attempted in this country. 
There isn’t any essential difference in re- 
sults where a man is actually a slave 
than where he thinks he is a slave. Hope- 
lessness is the badge of the serf, and bé- 
ing hopeless he conceives he has nothing 
to lose and is willing to follow any loud 
talking, big promising leader. 

Labor must understand that its future 
depends entirely upon itself, just as the 
future of each individual can be moulded 
only by himself. It gains nothing, 
escapes nothing, by changing masters, if 
we may borrow from its own vocabulary. 
The experience of Russia demonstrated 
as a fact that the labor leaders were 
merely envious of the old masters and 
when the revolution succeeded they 
stepped into their places. Their tyranny 
is worse than the old one, and has not 
only been more brutal, but it has been 
so unwisely wielded that industry is 
prostrated, commerce destroyed, life un- 
safe, homes all broken up. 

Labor can forge to the front only by 
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becoming more efficient, and thus gain 
ihe right to insist upon capital using the 
co-operative viewpoint in looking at their 
problem. Labor and capital, it must be 
conceded, owe a duty to the state to get 
together and iron out their differences 
when these occur, and that they have no 
right to imperil the lives and comfort of 
others by resort to force. 

The straight course is the only one that 
promises any real or permanent rewards 
to men and women. 


WHEN ACCIDENTS HAPPEN 


A writer in one of the telephone mag- 
azines says that most accidents happen 
at either 10 o’clock in the morning or 3 
in the afternoon, and he quotes from 
earefully kept records of the Bell com- 
pany to prove that this is correct. He 
makes the point, however, that this is 
of doubtful value, save to show that at 
those hours there is a relaxation of 
watchfulness since the chances are that 
if one takes care to get safely past those 
hours he is likely to be merely postponing 
the time. 

Out of nine accidents noted since the 
first of the year six could have been 
prevented by better care and more thot 
being given to what is being done. One 
of the good results coming from the 
eareful record kept is that it is possible 
to remedy conditions that cause the ac- 
cidents, since where it is the fault cf the 
condition of the plant that fact will soon 
stand out and point the way to what 
remedy should be at once applied. 


Another feature of this system is that 
suggestions are asked .from employes 
as to what might be done to prevent 
future accidents, and the interest of the 
employes is heron alive by telling them 
whether it was carried out and if not why 
not. Monthly charts are furnished dis- 
trict groups, and thus a rivalry set up as 
to which will show the least number, 
a competition entirely for the benefit of 
the men. 
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FORWARD 


As we start the year of 1920 let us 
strive to make it the best and happiest 
we have ever known. Success comes to 
us step by step and unless we seek to 
gain those steps our goal will never be 
reached. In order to attain this goal we 
must do larger things in a better way 
each year. Do not be content to do no 
more than you did in the past year, but 
always look for the opportunity to do 
some larger work. 


However small may be your task, be 


glad that you have it to do ,and strive to 
do it better than any one else; then the 


larger things will come. Never lose an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
Telephone work, even tho it may not be 
a fundamental part of your particular de- 
partment. It is an interesting as well as 
an educational business and if you would 
be efficient in your work you can not 
know too much about it. 

Often times we become discouraged, 
especially when some one is cross with 
us or we are falsely accused for some 
mistake, but try being pleasant when you 
would rather be grouchy, try being sweet 
when you would rather be cross, and you 
will be astounded at the change that is 
sure to take place. 


OPERATING FORCE, ASHLAND EXCHANGE 
District Traffic Chief Kimball says no nicer looking bevy of femininity can be 
found anywhere. The Editor is inclined to believe him. 
Reading from left to right (standing)—Irene Squires, Margaret Urch, Elsie Ander- 
son, Agnes Vant. (Sitting)—Mrs. Clara Hood, Chief Operator; Alice Vant, Eftie Coleman. 


THE 1920 BUDGET. 


The plans of the company contemplate 
the expenditure of a very large sum of 
money, in excess of a million and a half 
dollars, this year, all for the purpose of 
giving improved service. This money 
will be largely spent in building new 
central offices at York, Nebraska City, 
Superior and other places where the im- 
portance of the cities and the demands 
of the service call for the best equip- 
ment, in stringing new copper toll cir- 
cuits, and in installing new automatic 
equipment in the Lincoln office. 

The budget is an unusually large one, 
the largest in the company’s history. Its 
size is due to the fact that during the 
time of the war it was not possible to 
secure the equipment or the men to do 
the work. There was still another and 
bigger reason, and that was that the 


government needed the men and the ma- - 


terial, and it was the patriotic duty of all 
telephone companies to step aside and let 
it have first call. 

This resulted in the use only of such 
materials and labor as were necessary to 


continue service, an especially important 


function as business generally was 
speeded up for war winning purposes and 
needed the fullest co-operation of the 
companies and their employes. Hvery- 
thing that could be postponed was put 
aside for future action, and it was inevi- 
table that some of the standards of serv- 
ice were lowered and that much that 
ordinarily would have been done was 
left undone. 

The company and its plant department 
have a big job on hand for the next 
twelve months. The engineering depart- 
ment and the management have laid 
their plans and drawn their charts, and 
with the coming of suitable weather it 
will be coats off and up and at them. 


M 
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OWN YOUR OWN HOME. 


The Y. M. C. A. has recently been put- 
ting all of its energies behind a national 
thrift week program, one of the slogans 
of which was “Own Your Own Home.” 
That is a bit of the soundest advice any 
man of experience can give to those who 
have yet to learn the harder lessons of 
life. 

There is nothing to the idle sugges- 
tion one hears now and then that it is as 
cheap to rent as to own a home. It not 
only is not true when measured in the 
dollars sense, but it is untrue on the so- 
cial side. The great hunger for land and 
for a family shelter is the greatest im- 
pulse mankind has felt in the centuries, 
and is back of all the great forward 
movements of the world. The reason for 
it is that men have always felt the urge 
of a home and a family. 

Another man’s house can never become 
home to @ man. Real home life is im- 
possible where tenantry abides. It has 
been well said that a man’s character and 
bent are easily determined by the selec- 
tion of companions and environment and 
from the way. he spends his money. 
Every dollar that a man owns represents 
a part of himself; it is the cash value of 
the energy expended in acquiring it. 
Manifestly what he spends it for points 
clearly to what he believes in selling 
himself for. 

The normal man wants a home and 
home life. It is only about a home that 
the finer joys, the real hopes and desires 
of men and women are wound. Owner- 
ship of a home of your own is the hall- 
mark of independence. It marks the man 
who does not want to lean on others; it 
marks the man who is ready to shoulder 
responsibility. Being a tenant makes only 
for temporary stay in any quarter. It 
bars the possibility of those firm friend- 
ships, pleasant acquaintances and kindly 
neighborings that go only with perman- 
ence. 

Owning a home is also the test of a 
man’s patriotism; in this country, of his 
Americanism. The flitter can have no 
common interest with the home owner 
in the safety, security and prosperity of 
either his community or of his country 
because he has no stake there. He is not 
a part of a community because his home 
life is not normal, and thereby lacks in 
those things that make for the health, ed- 
ucation and development of the family. 


On the dollar side the argument is 
equally strong. Not only is the tenant 
living in surroundings marred and fouled 
by others, but he loses the increase in 
value that inevitably comes with owner- 
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ship in a growing community. In addi- 
tion he loses money every move in the 
time lost hunting for a place and in the 
damage to his goods in transit. 


KEEP IN PHYSICAL TRIM 


Telling workers that they are happier 
and better for keeping good hours, avoid- 
ing strength-taking: dissipations even of 
the innocent sort and resting when it is 
rest-time, probably never added an hour 
to their well being for the reason that 
most persons are inclined to resent advice 
of that sort, especiallly when obeying it 
interferes with the good times that youth 
especially demands, with the foolish idea 
that there aren’t. months enough and 
years enough in which to have all the 
good times there are. 

But if workers would sit down and esti- 
mate how health can be measured in 
terms of dollars and cents the folly of © 
burning the candle at both ends becomes 
evident. Preferment is a matter of ef- 
fiency and mental alertness and willing- 
ness. Neither one of these is possible for 
a person who is suffering from too little 


_ Sleep or who has exercised so strenuously 


that they are worn out at their desks 
or boards the next day. Laggards are 
dropped out at the first opportunity. They 
lose their jobs and their outlook on life is 
embittered to their own detriment. 

The influenza epidemic of a year ago 
cost this nation, the experts say, about 
a billion dollars in working ability, an 
economic loss. The number of industrial 
accidents in New York last year was 286,- 
871, a number greater than the entire 
casualty list of the American expedition- 
ary force. 

When one remembers that most dis- 
eases and most preventable accidents 
come from the fact that a worker has not 
kept in good health and has not secured 
enough sleep and rest to retain natural 
alertness, it ought to be borne in upon 
the most careless of the young men and 
women who form the larger part of the 
workers in the telephone industry that 
they are paying more for their good 
times that rob them of sleep and rest than 
they can afford. 


SO CRUEL! 
Borleigh: “Some men, you know, are born 
great, some achieve greatness.” 
Miss Keen: ‘Exactly: and some just grate 
upon you’. 
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STOCK SALE OFFER BY THE COM- 
| PANY TO THE PUBLIC 

The Company is planning extensive im- 
provements and additions to its plant for 
the year 1920 to take care of its rapidly 
growing exchange and toll business. 

To provide the necessary money to pay 
for the payrolls and materials to be used, 
the company is offering to the general in- 
vesting public, the amount required of 
the common voting stock of the company 
at par of $100 per share in quantities to 
Suit purchasers. 

This stock has paid 44 consecutive 
quarterly dividends at the rate of 7% per 
annum, is tax-free in Nebraska, is issued 
and expended under the authority and 
regulation of the State Railway Commis- 
sion and presents a fine opportunity for 
the safe and conservative investment of 
trust, institutional and private income 
funds. A campaign is now being made 
for the sale of this stock, in which we are 
all personally interested and for which 
every employee can conscientiously be a 
booster. 

As the investment is first class the sale 
of stock to the purchaser will also be a 
favor to him. 

The District Managers will be fur- 
nished folders and blank orders for stock 
and also a list of our present stock- 
holders in their respective districts with 
whom employes can co-operate in the 
sale of the stock. With the assistance 
of all in this part of vur work we antici- 
pate a successful issue to the campaign. 


A DISTINGUISHED SON. 


General John J. Pershing, a resident of 
Lincoln and her most distinguished son, 
was the guest of honor of the city for 
ten days during the holidays, and re- 
ceived many testimonials of the love and 
affection his townsmen hold for him. 


Not the least of these testimonials is 
the very substantial movement they are 
backing, with Mark W. Woods as execu- 
tive chairman, which has for its object 
his nomination and election as president. 
The demand for a man of Pershing’s 
sturdy courage, firmness of decision, 
executive ability, and .wide business ex- 
perience is steadily growing, due to the 
belief that a really strong man who is not 
addicted to rhetoric and is unfamiliar 
with the devious paths the politicians 
tread is needed at the white house for 
the next four years. 

‘Nebraska will present the general’s 
name to the republican national conven- 
tion with the belief that he will be the 
next nominee. 


Miss Alma Howell, Chief Operator, and Miss 
Vera Hatchett, Assistant Chief Operator, Have- 
lock, 


STEALING TELEPHONE SERVICE 


An interesting feature of the recent 
hearing before the state railway commis- 


sion in which the question up for discus- 


sion was the advisability of continuing 
the Burleson system of toll rates had to 
do with the experiences of telephone man- 
agers with men who went to great pains 
to secure free service by the use of codes. 


The existence of this system of steal- 
ing service was discovered by the com- 
pany through the decrease in the bills of 
former large users and the greatly in- 
creased number of cancelled calls. The 
Bell company men told of big business 
houses from which a higher honor would 
be expected deliberately concocting a 
System of getting free service. These 
companies were concerns that main- 
tained branch agencies or had large num- 
bers of men on the road selling goods. 

It has been the practice of the outside 
agents and traveling men to frequently 
call up the parent house for the purpose 
of ascertaining the trend of the market. 
In these days of lively markets it is nec- 
essary that these men keep in close 
touch with the fluctuations in the price of 
goods they were selling, and so they 
called up over long distance to find out 
so that they might govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. 

Before the Burleson system, with its re- 
port charges, was put into effect, many 
of them got this information without pay- 
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ing a cent. for the telephone service by 
using a simple code. They put in a call 
for a certain man. If the markets were 
up they were told he had gone north; if 
down that he had gone south, the trend 
of the market being indicated by the di- 
rection taken of the man called for. When 
the company proceeded to break this up 
by instructing long distance to give a 
different direction it proved effective, al- 
though one firm that lost some money 
because the code was reversed on them 
made a great pretense of threatening to 
bring suit for damages. 

Another code was used by traveling 
men, who desired to let their wives know 
what time they would be home. They did 
this by putting in a call asking that their 
wives be notified they wished to talk to 
them at a certain hour. They did not 
return at that hour, the figure being used 
to inform the wife of the time of their 
arrival. 

Still another code was in use by job- 
bing houses that make a practice of call- 
ing up customers in their territory daily 
or several times a week to ascertain if 
they wanted to buy anything. The code 
was that if the customer wanted nothing 
he did not answer the eall. 


WORKING AND SAVING 


The newspapers are full of stories in- 
dicating that the people everywhere are 
engaged in a wild orgy of spending. Prof- 
iteers are berated from every forum and 
rostrum, but the people, when not en- 
gaged in giving three cheers, are busy 
spending whatever money they have on 
hand. 

Granting that this is contagious and 
that it may be excused on the ground 
that it is a natural reaction from the en- 
forced saving of war time, yet the wise 
man or woman will rather look upon 
this as the best opportunity possible for 
saving while working. For work is plenti- 
ful and the pay is larger than ever before. 
No one needs to live very long to discover 
that happiness isn’t secured by reckless 
and unnecessary buying of articles for 
which no great necessity exists. 

Andrew Carnegie died the other day, 
miserably poor, in his estimation. At 
one time he was worth 400 millions. 
When death overtook him he had thirty 
millions left; the rest he had given to 
worthy things. The first job Carnegie 
had paid him $1.85 a week. He became 
rich primarily because he worked hard 
and saved, and when he had $100 saved 


he put it to working for himself. His 
big opportunity to get into steel found 
him ready with $12,000 he had secured by 
self-denial and wise investment. 

Only a small percentage of the well- 
to-do people secured what they have by 
inheritance or by some great stroke of 
luck. They worked and saved. You 
needn’t be a tightwad or a miser to get 
ahead, but you must develop the power 
to resist extravagance. 


Wm. Cummings, Hastings Switehboard man, 
Bill posed for this and tried to look pleasant. 
Yes, girls, he’s a married man. 


UNNEEDED FACILITIES 

Oscar—Why did you have the telephone 
taken out of your office? 

Jim—Do you consider anything a modern 
improvement which gives your wife a chance 
to ask you for money during business hours, 
after going thru your pockets the night be- 
fore?” 


A JOKE ON “DOC.” 

The Red Cross doctor was examining a 
douzghboy who had been badly wounded 
in both hands. 

The boy surveyed his injured members 
ruefully. 

“Do you think I'll be able to play the 
piano when I get well?’ he asked. 

“Certainly you’ll be able to play the 
piano,” said the doctor emphatically. 

“That’s funny,’ remarked the _ soldier, 
“T newer could play one before.” 


6 THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, Jan- 
uary ist, 1919, and December 31, 1919; also gain and loss since January ist, 1919 


Jan. Dec, Jan. Dec. . 
1,719 31,°19 Gain Loss 1,19 31,°19 Gain Loss 
1 Lincoln ............ 18775 14879 1104 .... 61 Louisville ........ 256 246 .... 10 
2 Hastings ........ 3119 3278 159 .... 62 Tobias ...........- 261 245 .... 16 
3 Beatrice .......... 2600 2584 ... 16 63 Red Cloud ...... 225 245 20 .... 
AyYorks) 05 ce 22. 1856 1890 34 .... 64 Glenvil ............ ZANE R239 Mae eens 
5 Neb. City........ 1680 1747 117 .... 65 Brainard ........ 235 237 7A, he. 
6 Fairbury ........ 1660 1689 29 .... 66 Mead .............. 231 233 2 
7 Auburn .......... 11387 1128 2. 9 67 Yutan 1.02. 226 231 5 
8 Uni Place........ 1009 1102 93 -.. 68 Steinauer ........ RIL PRB 
9 Plattsmouth.... 1029 1002 -_. 2% 69 Deweese ........ ODN Cadi 
10 Wahoo ............ 897 960 63 ... 70 Waverly .......... 219 220 1 
11 David City...... ake) | Gash al) Al (Obey) a 209 215 -6 
12 Seward ............ 9260925 ee 72 Greenwood .... 210 214 4, 
13 Tecumseh ........ 831 849 18 .... 73 Davey .............. 194 199 5... 
14 Superior ........ 768 8380 62 .... 74 Raymond ........ 189 198 OQ 4 Te 
15 Ashland .......... 804 801 at 3 75 Murray .......... 209 200 Abd 9 
16 Stromsburg ... 658 6538 .. 5 76 Bellwood ........ 198 195 3 
17 Osceola ......... - 622 648 26 .... 77 Milligan .......... 198 191 7 
18 Sutton -.......... 665 643 .... 22 78 Panama .......... 191 189 2 
19 Friend ............ 643 632 eI Tal 79 Tamora .......... 206 187 19 
20 Harvard .......... 613 623 Ose) oe 80 Nehawka ........ 172 185 Sia 
21 Geneva .......... OTS OTs ee OT 81 Cordova .......... 184 179 5 
22 Wymore ........... 562 571 Sip) 889 Brock Meee 190 178 ... 12 
23 Hebron ............ 579 «865662... S17 83 Belvidere ........ 159 175 16 .... 
24 Wilber ............ ap aD ee al 48 Burr ................ 1377 ee 
25 Polk ............. 510 518 3 ... 85 Hampton ....... Malle Byway 
26 College View.. 439 483 44 .... 86 Saronville _..... 176 170 ... 6 
27 Sterling -......... 486 478 ... 8 87 Juniata .......... 174 168 11 
28 Weeping W..... 477 468 ... 9 88 Hansen ....... 161 158 3 
29 Humboldt ........ 446) | 455) (91-22) 89) Garland) lll wWsak) ) Usa if 
30 Havelock ........ 4220 4360 1 4 OQ ATS niente bY aig. x 
31 Dorchester ... 438 426 .... 12 91 Carleton 162 141 21 
32 Edgar .............. 432 415 ... 17 992 Ithada 139 139 
33 Valparaiso ... 414 411 ... 3 98 Nemaha 182 141 9 
34 Syracuse ........ 395 409 14 ... 94 Thayer 189 137 2 
35 Clay Center... 397 391 ... 6 95 Elk°CGreck 188 135 B 
36 Beaver Cr’sng 390 384 ... 6 96 Grafton 140 185 5 
87 Milford .......... 3855 384 29h peihs 97 Denton .....__. 136 135 1 
38 Gresham ........ 378 | 378  2.| ... 08 Prosser 182 1385 3 
39 Exeter ............ B77 3872 899 Octavia 117 128) Wd 
40 DeWitt .......... 855 370 15 ... 100 Bruno 116 122 6 
41 Elmwood ........ 856 363 7 ... 101 Shickley 126 117 9 
42 Fairfield _...... 3869 358 ... 11 102 Maleolm 122 117 5 
43 Fairmont ........ 399 355 ... 4 408 Garrison 119 -116 3 
ae na cossecceeasetecees 847 8550 8. 104 Dwight _... 91 109 (18 .... 
unbar ............ 855 354 .... 1 105 Douglas 95 102 7 .... 
46 Shelby ............ 366 350 ... 16 106 Filley 105 97 8 
47 Bennett .......... 39d 529) wl 7 aPioleralMnlle C7 OG etal 
48 Cook _............. 820 334 «14 |... 408 Lushton _...... 106 96 10 
49 Cedar Bluffs... 332 330 ... 2 4109 Otoe 96 99 4 
SO MUtica es. oe a: 351 325 ... 26 410 Pauline Q7 72 9 
51 Adams. ............ ally BH ce agial Brownville .... 80 70 10. 
52 Bradshaw ...... 315 3809 ... 6 449 Clatonia 67 66 1 
53 Waco _...........-. 322 302 =... 20 413 Pleasant Dale 54 50 4 
54 Crab Orchard. 280 298 18 ... 444 Stran » 98 29 9 
55 McCool ............ 300 289 ... 11 aN hei 
B-Coreseo, 1a. 1286)! 268 |) phully im, Metals ie ele 60116 61659 2064 521 
58 Johnson .........- 267 2638 +... 4 + # #=\Net Gain since January 1st, 719........ 1543 
59 Benedict ........ 258 259 1 .... Gain for December, 1919.................... 207 


60' Talmage .......... 264 258 .... 11 
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REPORT OF THE BENEFIT FUND COMMITTEE 

The Company placed-in effect January 1, 1917, a Plan for Employees’ Pensions, 
Disability Benefits and Death Benefits. A pamphlet covering the details of the plan 
has been furnished each employe. The Board of Directors appropriated the sum of 
$50,000.00 from surplus for the establishment of the Benefit Fund, as described in the 
Plan. 

An interchange of agreement has been made with the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, whereby an employe can be transferred from this Company to a 
Bell Company, or vice versa, without breaking his service record. 

The Fund is maintained by an appropriation from Earnings each month. The 
appropriation amounted to 1.17% of total payroll in 1917, 1.14% of total payroll in 
1918, and 1.87% of total payroll in 1919. 

Since the establishment of the Fund, the Committee has handled 403 cases, com- 
prising 138 sickness cases, 259 accident cases, and 6 death cases. 

CREDITS TO THE FUND AND PAYMENTS FROM THE FUND 


CONDITION OF FUND: Year 1917 Year 1918 Year 1919 
Fund at beginning of period..................-...-.-- $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 
Credits: Interest at. 4% per annum.............. 2,001 1,994 2,007 
Appropriations to maintain Fund................ 5,986 6,758 11,056 

7,987 8,752 13,063 

PAYMENTS FROM FUND: : 

Accident Disability Benefits...............-.........- 1,366 2,383 5,552 
Disability Expenses (Accident only).......... 2,047 1,730 2,831 
Sickness Disability Benefits....................-....... 1,855 2,828 2,498 
Death Benefits (Including expenses).......... 2,719 1,811 2,182 
Total Benefit Payments from Fund...... 7,987 8,752 13,063 
Fund at the end of period .........................--- 950,000 $50,000 $50,000 
Total Benefit Payments % of Payroll........ 1.17% 1.14% 1.37% 
SUMMARY OF CASES HANDLED : 

Accident Cases Sickness Cases 

DISABILITY CASES: 1917 1918 1919 1917 1918 1919 

Number of cases reported during period 69 | 82 108 52 61 25 

No. cases completed during period.......... 63 17 105 48 56 32 

No. cases incomplete at end of period... 6 Hs 8 4 5 2 

Days of disability (cases completed dur- 

TS WP CLOG) yeectece cena -s acs oe eset een ee eees 356 773 1000 1474 1609 1333 

Days of disability per case completed 
(ohn beri ¥es "Soyer qn Kove |p eae As eee a ae eae SSL 516 10 10 31 28 43 

Payments total (Cases completed dur- 

INE MPECTIOM)) Pov 2e 5a ee PERE es 1593 2440 4887 1629 2460 2554 

Payments per case completed during 
jaXeyeh oye) ey eee A ee PE ee seh 25 31 46 33 44 79 


In addition to the payments made by the Company from the Benefit Fund, it 
also paid under its agreement with the employes enlisting in the Signal Reserve 
Corps, their first month’s pay in full and the difference between their civilian and 
army pay for the subsequent months of the years 1917 and 1918, amounting to a 
total of $2,346.79 in 1917 and $7,236.50 in 1918. | 

During the year 1917, our company had on its payroll an average of 1,146 em- 
ployes and paid out in salaries and wages $678,631; during the year 1918 1,273 
employes are paid out in salaries and wages $764,827; during the year 1919 it had 
1,400 employes and paid out in salaries and wages $1,043,892. - 

Any information regarding the Plan may be secured by writing to W. L. Lemon, 
the Secretary of the Benefit Fund Committee, Room 201, Telephone Building, Lin- 


coln, Nebraska. 


LET’S HEAR YOUR OPINION How do you like it, anyway. What particu- 

The folks who help the editor put together lar features do you like, and what do you 

the contributions that go to make up The not like? Just a word or so from you may 

News are just wondering what you, dear help a whole lot to let us in on what the read- 
reader, think of the way “she is done.” ers really want. 


GOING OVER THE TOP. 


Big jobs are ahead for the company, 
big things to be done in putting the serv- 
ice where it would now be if the war 
hadn’t interrupted and turned from pri- 
vate enterprise the stream of men and 
materials needed to make certain that 
victory should be ours. 


This means that the co-operation that 
has existed in the past between traffic, 
plant and commercial will have to work 
overtime for the next year. Employes 
must keep constantly in mind that the 
company is depending on them for put- 
ting through just the particular job that 
has been given them to do, and that if 
all of them are done on schedule time 
nobody will be delayed, the job will go 
through promptly and everybody will be 
happy. Where they come into contact 
with the patrons and the public, if they 
will remember that they represent the 
company and that most of these folks 
will recall them when they think of the 
company, the courtesy and efficiency 
shown will return dividends in the shape 
of good reputation and increased stand- 
ing. 

The plant department will be the van- 
guard, but it will be over the top for the 
whole force this year. 


District Foreman J. A. Dobbs, and Fore- 
man Letiller, arrived in Fairbury Decem- 
ber 28th. with a gang to complete the 
wrecking of the old Fairbury plant. 
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REJECTED THE ORDINANCE. 

By a vote of six to one the electors of 
Sioux City the other day refused to sanc- 
tion an ordinance submitted by a unani- 
mous vote of the council, which gave the 
Iowa Telephone company the right to 
consolidate its property with and take 
over the Sioux City Independent com- 
pany. Sioux City is an important busi- 
ness point, and is entitled to proper tele- 
phone service, but evidently it does not 
want it. The adoption of the ordinance 
would have got rid of the two telephone 
nuisance in the city, would have guar- 
anteed the erection of a great new ex- 
change from which a unified service 
would have been given and would have 
provided modern facilities. 

The ordinance was going along swim- 
mingly until some of the politicians 
seized upon it as a weapon to batter the 
mayor, who openly championed it. Th 
objections principally urged were that 
the ordinance did not fix any maximum 
rate, that maybe some of the provisions 
did not mean what they apparently did 
mean, and anyway it is always safe to 
vote “no” on anything you are not push- 
ing yourself. 


Glenvil, although a small town, tribu- 
tary to Hastings, seems to be of consider- 
able importance to at least one Hastings 
operator. How about it, Magdalena? 


— 
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Hastings Plant Men—Ffrom right to left: H. F. MeCulla, Hastings local and Western Dist. 
Toll Wire Chief; R. J, Schouborg, Foreman and his “light heavies’’-—Jim Dudgeon, Wallace 


Crawford and John Galloway. 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker, Instructor 
THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Previously Since last Total Average 
Reported Report todate Grade 


JOBE TO JOSE hn 468 6 474 933%, 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson [............ 463 0 463 nist 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson [........ 322 0 322 9714 
Answers to Lesson ILI......-..--..-2000000220002020.2...- 351 2 353 98 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson JI........ ‘255 4 269 axe 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II........ 151 4 155 95% 
Answers to Lesson III.........22..2.00..00202.020.2.... 164 5 169 93 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson III........ 198 0 198 ne 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IIL... 109 2 111 98 
ANSW.ers) COMMISCSSON! WIV ee ee 100 4 104 96% 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV........ 133 5 1388 Wet 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV.... 66 9 15 97 
IATISW ELS COMUCSSOM Vitesse ee ee 70 9 79 98 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson J........ 79 1 80 aah 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson V........ 32 6 38 97 


os 
EAPERIPIENT 7 
LOMBINED TESTS POR WIRR 
+, 


AY INDQUTION Coil 


COMBINED TEST OF INDUCTION 
COIL AND WIRING 


A good way to test the induction coil 
and wiring of the telephone is to remove 
the transmitter from the arm, disconnect 
it from the cords at the transmitter ter- 
minals and clamp the transmitter cord 
clips firmly together . Sometimes on long 
long lines it is necessary to place a short 
across the line posts of the telephone. 
This leaves the primary and secondary 
circuits in the condition as shown in the 
sketch. 

The primary circuit traces from one 
side of the battery;through the primary 


winding; thru the battery contact at the 
hook switch and back to the other term- 
inal of the battery. This places the bat- 
tery directly across the primary winding 
through the contact at the hook switch. 
In the secondary circuit the receiver is 
connected directly across the secondary 
of the induction coil. 

We can now take the receiver off the 
hook and identify the primary contact 
at the hook switch by opening and clos- 
ing each spring contact separately. 

If the induction coil is in good condi- 
tion and the primary circuit is closed 
the opening and closing of the primary 
contact will cause a loud, sharp click in 
the telephone receiver. 

This indicates that the induction coil 
is working properly and that the pri- 
mary circuit is closed. A circuit may be 
closed and still not be in perfect work- 
ing condition. The transmitter cord 
may be defective, the hook switch con- 
tact may be lacking in pressure or may 
be dirty. There may be loose connec- 
tions at the battery terminals. the in- 
duction coil or hook switch. With the 
circuit still connected in this way we 


have an ideal test for the primary cir- 


cuit wiring; by merely removing: the re- 
ceiver from the hook and listening in 
the receiver for any noise while we ex- 
amine and shake each connection and 
contact in the circuit. If the circuit is 
in perfect condition the current will flow 
steadily through the primary winding 
of the coil, leaving the receiver silent, 
while the very slightest variations in 
resistance at any loose connection or in 
the transmitter cord will cause a noise 
in the receiver. The primary contact 
at the hookswitch should show good 
pressure and if smooth will make and 
break with a sharp clear click. 


10 ’ 
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Miss Julia Dillman, line operator at 
Nebraska City, has been seriously ill for 
several days, but is improving. 

One of the most delightful parties éver 
enjoyed by the telephone employes was 
given by the Nebraska City force the 
evening of December 24th. All the local 
force was present, including the commer- 
cial department, thanks to the careful 


planning by Miss Bader and her assist- 
ants. ‘the evening was spent in games 


and contests, also having a Christmas 
tree, while many beautiful presents were 
exchanged. 

A large number of the business men 
presented the girls cf Nebraska City with 
lovely boxes of candy. 

Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, traveling chief 
operator, was a very welcome visitor at 
the Nebraska City exchange January 1st. 

Gladys Langenheim, toll operator at 
Seward, has been transferred to the plant 
department. 

Mason Brothers, auctioneers at Seward, 
presented the young ladies, working at 
that exchange, with a box of candy apiece 
in appreciation of services rendered dur- 
ing the past year. 

The Rexall Drug Company and Miss 
Augusta Wullenweber, trained nurse, each 
presented the operators at Seward with a 
box of candy in appreciation of services 
rendered. 

The operating room at Seward has been 
fitted with new window shades, which are 
a great improvement over the old ones. 

W. P. Kimball made a pleasant call at 
the Seward office on December 17th. 

Joseph Spurlock, test man at Seward, 
has been transferred to Ashland. “Good 
luck go with you, Joe.’ 

Miss Anna Rumsen, night operator at 
Seward, spent Christmas day with her 
sister, Mrs. Claude Donley and family at 
Lincoln. 

Mrs. Emmett Roberson, of Grand Island, 
former Seward operator, made that office 
a pleasant call while visiting home folks. 

Misses Alma Anderson and Leona Hen- 
derson, operators at Seward, were absent 
a day during the month on account of 
sickness. 

Mrs. Edna Edmunds Franklin, formerly 
an operator at Seward, made that office 
a pleasant visit while on her way to her 
new home in Montana. 

Miss Vida Wilson, of the Commercial 
Superintendent’s office, Lincoln, visited 
home folks in St. Joseph and Maryville, 
.Missouri, over Christmas. 

Miss Lil Johnson, chief operator at 
Wahoo, was a pleasant caller at the 
yrgend Office during the Christmas holi- 

ays. 

Miss Anna Haberman spent the Christ- 
mas holidays visiting friends at David 
City. She also visited the office there. 

Troyer Furniture Company, W. H. Craig, 
Dr. KE. FEF. Seibert, George Larson, Geo. 
Haberman, Jr., and R. B. Woods, sub- 
scribers at Friend, treated the operators 
at Friend each to a box of candy, Christ- 
mas, in appreciation of good service. 

Mrs. Myrtle Preston, night operator at 
Friend, spent New Year’s visiting friends 
in Plattsmouth and Union. 

Miss Ira Allen has been employed in 
the David City office. 

Miss Anna Sievers, chief operator at 
David City, spent Christmas with friends 
and relatives at Plattsmouth. } 

Miss Elsie Stout, operator at David City, 
spent Christmas with friends and rela- 
tives at Alvo. 
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Mrs. May Walker, night operator at 
Fairmont, handled a call to Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, in December. She reported 
“wh” in a few minutes after the call was 
passed and the parties talked without any 
repeating. 

Mr. Rogers, manager at Fairmont, has 
a new little helper since December 4th, 
named Raymond Joseph. 

The Misses Opal Foster and Hilda Nuss, 
operators at Sutton, visited the Fairmont 
office one day this month. 

R. L. Dalton, employe at Humboldt, 
was called to his home at Table Rock on 
account of sickness. 

The plant employes at Humboldt are 
kept busy supplying Miss Kathlyn Gor- 
rard with cigaret papers, as a diamond 
ring requires much cleaning, as well as 
most of her spare time gazing upon its 
radiant luster. One wonders who will ke 
the lucky one. 

The girls of the traffic, commercial and 
plant departments at Seward, gathered on 
December 28rd for a gift exchange party. 
The rest room was decorated in Christ- 
mas colors and the evening was spent 
Playing games, exchanging presents and 
Visiting. The girls presented the chief 
operator with a beautiful white ivory pic- 
ture frame and the assistant chief operat- 
or with a leather coin purse. At the close 
of the evening’s merriment light refresh- 
ments, consisting of sandwiches and 


coffee, were served, after which everyone 
departed, tired but happy. 


Dist. Plant Chief Behm helped solve the coal 
shortage problem by putting in some spare 
hours cutting up wood. 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, DECEMBER 31, 1919 


Number 
Phones 
Central District ................ 18953 
Southern District ............ 18802 
Northern District ............ 13146 
Western District ........... 12744 
Total Sree se anne 63645 


Av’g Same 
Per Mo.last 


Tel. 


Bennett) oask ee 367 wot 
GBeresCONg et eae ee 265 oo 
College View ......-.......--...0.2-. 483 15 
ED AVCY pe AE gy 199 49 
Denton. oe 135 98 
GreeNWOO0d  o0.u....eeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeee 214 13 
Havelock © ..............c..cseeseeeesees 436 .03 
Lin Nb ee 14879 1d 
IKON Agee eee a 117 56 
Jeyrnekmeneey, |) BE eee 189 “O08 
Fleasant Dale .................-... 149 .o4 
IRENE AS ae eee 198 .70 
University Place ................ 1102 , 13 
WVIEV CLL Vatiras cecctesce sneer teserecccoe . 997) 09 
IOD nee ee wee LBVOS 17 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
JAG AE) Beka ee ee 3827 .29 
PARI DIKGL yan ee et 801 .40 
/N CO ye beta ec tee eee 1128 .80 
RGM ULI COM tsscest-scscccesteteces-eceeces 2618 14 
JEM eee ei 183 1.55 
Brown ville  ...-2....---2-2.....-0e-00e 70 10 
Teh aS Eo ee 171 Pail 
MUST SIL OILED sett sectowseeremncve, cc ee cerem 126 1.10 
{ra tgh pe SE a eee 334 .26 
(Ohio) “COsueb ail pee ey 5 298 .90 
TONLE | ee es ae 370 35 
DWOUG]AS  ---.-.-.....----2--000-s-0-22 2+ . 194 25 
TP yapal aye” (ey ees Sa ee er 304 S80 
iDNWie (Olea ee res 135 49 
Hiker, axeyel ep eh ee Ce 363 35 
ARID UL TRV ss eacteseceeteakecwveceestass ese 17 12 
PUG Y _ -.---2-----0---s---ren-acseeeneee 123 74 
Humboldt  ......-..----.-.-------+---+ 040 Ot 
annoy 4 Se oe ee ee 278 80 
IW ayihksy pO See ee ‘ 271 36 
IN holerrely @ oa eR eS 200 1.44 
Nebraska City .---------------+ 1750 oo 
NeEDAWEKA oocin2-c.---escet-epeoeeeennee 214 80 
INGTAT SID ee eetetase eaatesees sen onde 141 1.23 
(Yi eX) Vn th ee eg 92 26 
TRY MOL) hehe eae ns be eee 809 2 
peAolhenciil ee St ee a 117 29 
Plattsmouth  -....---.------+--++ 1002 46 
Plymouth  -20..-------.-eeeseeeeeeee 273; 21 
SteimaAuer — .......s2.-2----see--ce ee 223 1.38 
Sterling  -.....-ss.se--nceeeecceseseoee 478 123 
SYYACuse  ....------seeeeeeeneceeeeeeee 519 ay, 
MAIIMALCS 22... .ssensecnennseecessee cose 253 43 
TTECUMSEH ou. .-eeeeeseeeeeeee eeeeeeee 849 89 
MT ODIDS  -.-.---2---ceeeeceneeeeneneeeeeeeee 245 88 
Weeping Water ~....--...-..-. 491 38 
SWAT TOL Viacces-ccdecyo-c-a-c-d0ne-sseese—nae 650 25 
WYMOTE eens ceeeseeceeceeeeeeseeeee sees 571 .09 
DAS ERIGGY asseecesss-<3-oee=0 18802 40 


Qr. 


Li) 


i) 


5 eee ell el Ye 
| pene seraeees 


Av’g 

Number Per 

Phones. Tel. 

Beaver Crossing.......0....... 384 62 
BellWO00d © 20.0.222-022..ece---eececccece 195 54 
Benedict  ........---2-22.........ee.ee - 209 .00 
Bradshaw ee 309 24 
Brain ay Cis ene 237 05 
Br Oa ree ET ee 122 Ras 8) 
Cedar Bluffs ......2.8000.0000.... 330 28 
Colon) steer eee i eek 145 83 
Cordova ee eee 204 20 
David dg Cit yee eee - 928 D2 
TDA AREA IR eS el WS a 109 23 
Garland! ee eae 178 13 
GarrisoniAe sce 116 2.18 
Gresham) sev 5 Ne wet 378 20 
ISEbiyoyroyy Peek ey 177 .60 
tha cate. s See eae» 139 .60 
Tu SH tO nee - 96 13 
McCool? 2.322 ae a ee 289 43 
Mend eee a ae 233 1.27 
Milford\| pee ee lie 513 08 

Octaviay 2242s et OA. 128 1.13 ° 
Osceola fe At AS eens 665 .68 
IPO] eee A ge a A D513 19 
Seward ase saa ee A 1015 R3)3) 
Shelby ee ae 300 .60 
SULOMS DUT eee eee 691 .20 
NAM OLA Gee ce ee . 187 14 
yh ay er Pyse ke § 2 eee Oke Na 137 — 
Uticapes sees 3. ae eee 325 .20 © 
WAU wy ee 411 06 
WC Bet eee 5 ee 302 ol 
AWAY, sees oe Pe ee $60 .43 
WOrK FS ..2. 38 ea a) Se Oe 1890 13 
SAVER DIN LAA AR Sie | ee, 231 D6 
IDSs pee St eR -13146 44. 

WESTERN DISTRICT 

Belvidere  .-....-.........eeceeeeeecce 175 .26 
GarletOn ies eee ee 166 61 
Glayit Centers 2 tte ee 391 24. 
Deweese) ei 2s 224 2.50 
Dorchester  .........-.-.---cscsseee seen 426 44. 
VOTO RSW D | 9 a See oh Sa a 448 ata) 
TDP. UG | Ae arene da 402 .29 
Mairfiel da Stet ts eee ee 397 .oo 
Inpbhdekeyny Uy kek eT ee 3d0 AT 
OTTeN G Wisc tee ee 632 38 
Geneva) ee eee Re 799 52 
Glenville ee eee ee 239 .62 
Grattonwyees se eee 1938 1,27 
Hansen! we8..2n ea rea ar 160 .68 
FIArVard 8 Vsctssberee ee eee ae 623 .02 
Haspings ahi Bee 3278 - 21 
TebTloNn [fsa s css SA 562 36 
PUNIACAY A | Sooner 163 AL 
Milica yee ee ee 194 2.39 
OY) ce A 244 8 
Paulinetyet ses eee 78 08 
Leg eyst=(o eh a BLE oe ty oat EA 185 BY 
realy COMO Lee ed 249 D6 
Saronville, ee ee 170 .04 
Shickley? at Sah eae 396 3.44 
Strang yee 82- ess eee 78 3.37 
WUPELION, | <2 Foster eee lee 924 36 
Sutton G2. ek ee eee 643 OL 
Bistriaty cis. cec cso eee 12744. 47 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


1] 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, DECEMBER, 1919 


Good 
oe Yo % %o Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
24 in Colne Miss A. Scouller.............. 13.6 108 114 138.2 24,694 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
9 Ashland................. Mrs. C. Hood................. 6.1 2.0 13.6 8.0 1,926 
18 David City.......... Miss A. Sievers............ i 9.3 17 13.6 1.0 #£41,782 
6 Dorchester............ Miss A. Simpson............ 5.8 4.4 0.0 5.8 596 
1 Binien dieu Miss A. Haberman........ 2.8 3.6 2.6 2.6 882 
7 Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss............-- J; 4.8 2.7 12.0 6.5 727 
12 Plattmouth........... Mrs. H.* Wallick.............. 7.0 9.0 11.0 8.0 2,175. 
6 Seward................-- Miss N. Gumbel.............- 4.6 LA, 6.7 5.7 2,488 
13 Wialh OO seseerp eens Miss Lilly Johnson......... 7.1 4.7 8.2 7.4 1,973 
11 W Water.....2......... Miss M. McNamee........ 6.9 5.5 7.3 «= 6.9 ‘1094 
Total or Average.................-2.0--0---0---- 6.4 4.0 9.0 7.7 123,595 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
5 Hdigvarkvi aims Mrs. M. Beal...................- 4.3 6 8.6 5.7 772 
4 Eexeter..............-..-. Mrs. R. Alley...............-.. 3.6 9.0 0.0 3.4 945 
14 Fairmont.............- Miss E. Prescott............ 7.7 4.1 9.2 7.7 807 
18A Geneva................... Miss V. Richeson.....-...... 9.3 8.2 12.3 9.3 2,140 
13 Harvard...............- Miss E. Hein.................... 7.1 5.5 13.0 -10.3 544 
18 Hastings............... Miss H. Richeson............ 8.9 18.6 14.8 100 9,693 
15 Hebron................... Miss M. McKenzie.......... 7.9 76 13.7 10.0 £1,090 
22 Osceola.................. Miss F. Gillispie............. 10.6 8.4 116 10.7 767 
19 Red Cloud............ Miss B. Havel................ 9.8 Qr4 34 lula 759 
20 Stromsburg.........Miss F. Roberts............. 10.2 6.8 8.6 9.5 586 
21 Superior....-..... ..... Miss M. Attwater ........ 10.2 8.7 15.1 10.9 3,065 
8 Suttons aaa Miss M. MacDonald........ 5.1 4.2 4.5 5.0 675 
NACE GRY OTkiey sate. iG Miss S. Horn.................--. 8.9 6.0 11.5 A BYyZil) 
Total or Average............------------2--00--+ 8.6 8.8 12.6 9.6 25,067 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
4A Auburn....-.......... Miss C. Wolfe ............-.-- 3.6 2.1 4.2 S24) E2325 
8 Beatrice... 0 ste. Miss B. Sharp....-........--.. 6.0 1.0 9.0 7.0 6,478 
16 DeWitt.............. -SMUSS wien Gllt heen ene 8.0 9.0 9.0 8.0 589 
11'7/ Fairbury............--. Miss M. Dove.............--- 8.1 9.1 9.4 8.5 2,317 
7 Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan......... he 5.9 6.6 0.0 6.1 996 
19 INebrin O@ityse ee Miss lL. Bader............ 10.0 7.0 10.7 7) 23988 
10 Syracuse.............Miss E. Seelhoff............. 6.3 5.4 6.5 6.2 982 
2 Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith.................. 2.9 49 11.1 6.7 959 
13 \fillloyenes se Miss M. Mashek......._..... eal 8.7 7.6 ee MS EEE 
8 Wymore............... Miss R. MecNelly............. 3.1 sh 6.0 Apes 2ou 
Notal, or “Asveralgye..2.../5. ee eee eaessec ones 6.8 6.5 7.0 7.0 20,300 
Total or Average for Novembev............ 10.1 9.2 -138.8 10.4 77,671 
Total Average for December........ -.... 8.8 7.5 10.0 9.4 83,654 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


One of the subscribers at Burr, who 
was leaving about Christmas for an ex- 
tended visit to Oklahoma, came in and 
paid his telephone rental one year in 
advance, saying he wanted that off his 
mind while away. 

Mrs. Sybl1 Brandt, traveling chief operat- 
or of the Southern District, made a three- 
day visit with the operators at Fairbury 
during December. 


Miss Mildred Novacek, operator at David 
City, has been assisting in the Brainard 
office for two weeks. 

The operators and Chief Operator at 
David City wish to thank Mr. and Mrs. 
Haberman of Bellwood for the large box 
of chocolates presented them for Christ- 
mas. They also wish to thank Miss Isa- 
bella Creathbaum, operator at Octavia, for 
the nice box of chocolates she presented 
the operators. 


ee 


te 
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L. B. Sanderson, combination man at 
York, has been transferred to Clay Cen- 
ter as tocal manager. Sandy takes the 
Plant bovs’ best wishes with him. 

The plant boys at York think LESSON 
6 is a REAL LESSON. Thank you, Mr. 
Stoker. 

City Foreman Adkins, of York, spent 
Christmas with home folks at Harvard. 

It looks good to see the work started 
again on the new office building at York. 

Frank Thrasher, combination man at 
York, spent Christmas with home folks 
at Bradshaw. 

Clyde Huff, of the District Foreman’s 
department, has been helping out in the 
Wire. Chief’s department at York, the past 
week. 

Miss Margaret Bradley, operator at 
David City, was transferred to the plant 
department recently. 

Miss Agnes Litjen, operator at David 
City, spent a few days with friends and 
relatives at Lincoln recently. 

The second meeting of the “U and Il” 
Club at Hastings, was held Tuesday eve- 
ning, December 23rd. The name “U and 
I” was adopted for the Club by unanimous 
vote immediately upon its presentation by 
the Advisory Committee, composed of W. 
C. Cooper, H. W. Wheeler and R. J. Ojers. 
The motives which prompted the forma- 
tion of this Club, which is composed of 
all employees of the Hastings exchange, 
were those conductive to better co-opera- 
tion among the various departments and 
a realization’ of the importance of loyal 
and etticient service to the company. This 
spirit is becoming more and more if evi- 
dence and seems to have pervaded _ the 
entire personnel of the organization. Sec- 
ond, and by no means last, was the pro- 
ject of putting on such varied and enter- 
taining programs at the various enter- 
fainments as to insure for each and 
everyone a delightful time. 


The entertainment on this occasion con- 
sisted of games, followed by the program 
proper, the Christmas tree, lunch and a 
dance. To the Games Committee, with 
Mr. Browne as Chairman, is due the credit 
for the success of this part of the eve- 
ning’s entertainment. The Program Com- 
mittee, with Mr. Murphy as Chairman, 
had arranged a very enjoyable program 
which was undoubtedly the feature of the 
evening. Mr. Murphy was given the nec- 
essary introduction to the Club by its 
President, and announced the program as 
follows: Trombone solo by H. I’. MecCulla, 
accompanied by Mrs. McCulla at the piano. 
Double vocal duet by Misses Anna and 
Wsther Schneidermiller, Katherine Scharf: 
fer and I'rieda Hoffman. Reading by Mrs, 
J. J. Moorehead. Piano solo by Miss Flor- 
ence Ross. Vocal solo by Dolph Ander- 
son, accompanied by Messrs. Murphy, Ol- 
son and McCulla. Instrumental quartet 
by—well, just don’t mention any names, 
Santa was on the job and performed his 
duties so efficiently that everyone received 
a present. Miss Anna Schneidermiller 
with her ‘Hats’ Committee, served a very 
delightful lunch, and to them goes a 
unanimous vote of thanks. The young 
ladies of this Committee wish to express 
their appreciation for the very timely and 
able assistance extended to them by Mrs. 
Cc. iW. Thomas. The greatest difficulty 
which this Committee experienced seemed 
to be their trouble in keeping Paul and 
Hank out of the kitchen. 


The dance completed the program for 
the evening. The only question about the 
“TJ and I’’ Club now is “When do we have 
our next one?” 


Mrs. Hazel Finley, Nebraska City, has 
resigned and left for Shennandoah, Iowa, 
where she has accepted a position. 

Shorty Holmes, of the Lincoln commer- 
cial office, enjoys telling this story: It 
seemed that when Rastus and Sam died 
they took different routes; so when the 


latter got to Heaven he called Rastus on. 


the phone. ‘“Rastus,” he said. “how yo’ 
like it down thar?” “Oh, boy! Dis here 
am some place.’ replied Rastus. All 
we has ter do is to wear a red suit wid 
horns, an’ ebry now an’ den =e shovel 
some coal on de fire. We don’t work no 
more dan two hours out ob de twenty- 
four down here. But tell me, Sam, how 
is it with you, up yonder?” “Mah good- 
ness! We has to git up at fo’ in de morn- 
in’ an gather in de stars; den we haw’ to 
haul in de moon and hang out de sun. 
Den we has ter roll de clouds aroun’ all 
day long.” 

' “But, Sam, how comes it y’ haw’ to 
work so hard?” 

_ Well, to tell de truf, Rastus, we’s kin’ 
0’ short on help up here.” 


Mrs. Freda Jones assumed the duties of 


chief operator at Yutan, January 1st. to 
take the place of Mrs. Minnie Bailev. now 
Mrs. Minnie Kirekman. The Company re- 
grets the absence of Mrs. Kirckman. but 
welcomes Mrs. Jones to our midst. ' 

On December 10th the Tecumseh operat- 
ors entertained at an oyster supper in 
honor of Miss Alma Montz, who was mar- 
ried to Herman Blessings. Mrs. Blessings 
will continue her work with the Company 
for the present. The employes wish her 
much joy in her new life and hope they 
will all be good blessings. : 

A. D. Harman, troubleman at Tecumseh 
enjoyed a ten days’ vacation at St. Joseph 
visiting relatives. Some time, eh Jack! 

Tecumseh has received two car loads 
of cable and will soon have ten miles of 
farm line cable in service. The cable is 
to extend five and one-half miles west of 
town and three and one-half miles east 
of town. The plant department expects 
to start work on this cable the early part 
of January and we are sure hoping that 
they do and beat the sleet storms to the 
wrecking job. 

Miss Louise Bartels, operator at Tecum- 
seh, resigned her position December 22nd 
and does not state what she expects to 
do in the future. It looks as though 
Cupid is getting in some of his work in 
the Tecumseh office. 

The Tecumseh operators were presented 
with a large basket of nice red apples 
in appreciation of good service. ‘i 


The installation of the L-6000 boards in 
the Main office switechroom is now com- 
plete, glass cage and everything. Some 
of you folks who have never seen a new 
Automatie switchboard had better come 
up and give this new board the once over. 
It is some class. The F-41 board at the 
South office is just installed. This is of 
the “very newest” type also. Along with 
this board is installed a new type switch 
cabinet, each switch has an individual 
eover, and all switches enclosed in a glass 
house. 4) 

Mrs. Goldie Graham and daughter 
Kathryn, of Hav€tock, spent Sunday. De- 
cember 9th, with Miss Lily Johnson) ‘chief 
operator at Wahoo. f 

Miss Alma Howell. Havelock chief 
operator, spent a couple of days visiting 
relatives and friends in Friend, last 
month. 

Mrs. Gladys Tindall, Havelock, has been 
off duty a few days on account of sick- 
ness. 
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The following letter was received re- 
cently by C. G. Bennett, Manager at Fair- 
bury, from the Fairbury Amusement En- 
terprises: 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Please say to each and every one of 
your employes that we feel under obli- 
gations to them for the most excellent 
service rendered us during the past year. 
You have passed through one of the most 
trying times in the telephone business, 
that of reconstruction, and the writer hav- 
ing spent more than seventeen years in 
the same business, both for the American 
Bell Telephone and Independent Telephone 
Companies, feels that he has the right to 
express his opinion in the matter. It is 
true that the service has been more or 
less slow at times and the writer has 
been quite “WARM UNDER THE COL- 
LAR” for the moment, but as soon as 
proper thought was given to the fact that 
you were all laboring under the most 
severe test that has ever been given the 
employes of any Telephone Company, all 
was forgotten. Now that you have one 
of the latest and best equipped Telephone 
Exchanges in the country, the service is 
all that any subscriber can ask for and 
we feel confident that each and every 
employe of the Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company feels proud of the fact 
that he or she has the privilege of tak- 
ing part in serving the public with 
Telephone Service that is absolutely UP- 
TO-DATE. May we add that you are un- 
der the supervision of one of the best 
Telephone Managers in the country. It’s 
pet ely necessary for us to tell you so, 
is it? 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) C. W. BARTLETT, 
Manager. 


The Ashland operators received candy 
and fruit from the following business 
people for the kindness shown them: Mr. 
Howe, Mr. Railsback, Mr. Hays, Scott & 
Company and the Palace of Sweets. 


The Ashland switchboard is installed 
and will be cut over as soon as the out- 
side construction is completed. 

Miss Seymour was in Ashland last 
month holding a class. We all wish she 
would come back. 

Mr. Kimball and Mr. Behm were Ash- 
land callers last week. 

Margaret Vech has left the operating 
force at Ashland. Mrs. Blackman is tak- 
ing her place. 

The Misses Julia Dillman and Helen 
Fritz, of Nebraska City, have graduated 
from the traffic Correspondence School 
during the months of November and De- 
cember. 

Miss McGill, line operator, and Miss 
Brandt, assistant chief operator, Beatrice, 
are wearing their diamonds on their right 
hand. When questioned about it they 
said it was to avoid undue delay from 
the present parties concerned. 


Miss Manspeaker, desk operator at 
Beatrice, was off duty a few days on ac- 
count of the illness of her mother. This 
is only the second absence in five years. 
Miss Manspeaker is one who can always 
be relied upon if you want someone who 
is sure to be on time with a pleasant 
smile for everyone. 

Julia Smith, operator at Beatrice, has 
just returned from a three weeks’ fur- 
lough. 

The girls in the Southern District are 
sure glad to see Mrs. Brandt, traveling 
chief operator, smiling face appear in 


their office, because they know it means 
interesting classes and a good social visit. 
Mrs. Brandt thoroughly enjoys making 
these visits. 

The subscribers of Tecumseh presented 
the operators with twenty-five pounds of 
candy for Christmas, in appreciation of 
good service. 

Mrs. Grace Walker is a student operator 
in DeWitt. 

Miss Bee Harless, of Vivyginia, has been 
resemployed as an ‘‘A”’ operator at Fair- 
ury. 

Miss Margaret McCall has been ap- 
pointed all night chief operator at Fair- 
bury, as Mrs. Eberhard, formerly Miss 
Mary Moss, resigned to keep house. 

Mr. Theodore Gary was a visitor to 
the Lincoln plant during the month. Mr. 
Gary is chairman of the International 
Telephone Sales and HEngineering Cor- 
poration, a newly formed organization to 
promote still further adoption of Auto- 
matic equipment in this country and 
abroad. 

Mr. C. H. Essex, an old employe of 
this Company, was also a visitor to the 
Lincoln plant department. Essex has just 
returned from seventeen months’ service 
with the A. E. F. in France. He was, 
what we would call a “Traffic Chief’ with 
headquarters in Paris. 

C. H. Johnson, switchman at the Lin- 
coln office, spent Christmas with his 
“friend” at Brookfield, Mo. 

December 27th, about midnight, A. O. 
Andrews, at the Main office. Lincoln, was 
surprised by having all the signal lamps 
light up at once. After the rush we dis- 
covered that water had run into a man- 
hole and had soaked up a 400 pair cable. 
It was necessary to bail out the water 
before the men could start repairing the 
damage. 

The main office switchroom force is 
preparing to make some traffic studies for 
the A. T. & T. engineers, the data secured 
to he used in preparing our development 
plans for coming years. The switchroom 
is now “full up.” Where do we go from 
here? ’ 

A. H. Pates, switchman, Lincoln, spent 
a few days with his parents at Omaha. 

Mrs. Copple, chief operator at Waco, 
made the York office a fashionable call 
this month. 

Mrs. Zeig, “A” operator. has resigned 
and is now living on a farm near York. 

Several of the business men of York 
showed their appreciation of the service 
Fiven them by sending candy, apples, 
fruit cake, etc, to the operators. 

A live and unmasked Santa Claus 
brought much good cheer in the rest room 
at York on Wednesday, December 24th. 
Bach person in all the departments was 
remembered. Miss Horn was presented 
a big box of stationery from the girls. 
Also, Santa Claus did not forget to bring 
several new diamond rings to the York 
office, so let’s get busy, girls, so we can 
fill the vacancies as they come. 

Miss Agnes Real, night operator at 
Dorchester. spent Christmas with rela- 
tives at Kidgar. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Ferguson are the 
proud parents of a baby girl, Marguerite 
Bell, born December 22nd. Mrs. Ferguson 
was formerly chief operator at Dorchester. 


Mrs. Anna Simpson, chief operator at 
the Dorchester exchange, spent New 
Year’s Day with relatives at Crete. 

Do you need your suitcases repaired? 


If so call on R. O. Parks, District Traffic 
Chief, Beatrice. 
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Miss Dessie Marton, “A” operator at 
Beatrice, took a two weeks’ furlough dur- 
ing the holidays. 

Miss Augusta Buckholz, ‘“‘A’”’ operator at 
Beatrice, has been off duty a couple of 
weeks. She has been caring for her 
mother who is quite ill. 

Anyone securing subscriptions for farm 
Magazines should communicate with Miss 
Mary James at Humboldt, as she is think- 
ing of taking up the responsibility of be- 
ing a farmer’s wife in the near future. 

The plant force at Humboldt takes this 
method of expressing thanks for the many 
useful gifts received from the Christmas 
tree given by the operators. ‘ 

The carpenters are busy putting in a 
rear stairway to the telephone office at 
Humboldt. A new steel ceiling has been 
ordered for the operating room and com- 
mercial office. Plans are also under way 
for a new garage and ware room. Noth- 
ing yet has been seen of the new common 
battery euipment promised some time ago. 


GENERAL SHOP AND STOREROOM 
NOTES. 

Miss Irma Igou and Bert Dougherty 
were married December 10th, at the home 
of the bride’s parents. After a_ short 
honeymoon the couple returned to. Lincoln, 
Where they will reside. We take this 
opportunity to wish this couple all the 
good things in life. 

D. Gilmore, formerly of the Southern 
District, is now employed in the Store- 
room. 

C. B. Taylor has been off duty for some 
time on account of sickness. We sincere- 
ly hope Cyril will soon be well and back 
on the job again. 

Andy Christenson has left us to go 
into the telephone business at Smith Cen- 
ter, Kansas. We extend our wishes that 
he may do well at his new location. | 

Miss Jennie Hassenplug spent Christ- 
mas at her home in Valparaiso. 

Miss Faye Lockard spent Christmas at 
her home in Beatrice. 


Miss Verna Anderson, “A” operator at 


Hastings, was absent from duty several 
days due to a severe cold. We are glad 
to report that she is better now and able 
to be out. 

The Dorchester operators were pre- 
sented with several boxes of candy from 
some of the business men on Christmas, 
for good service rendered during the past 
year. 


Fairbury operators who provide good ser- 
vice on the new common battery exchange at 
that point, 


If volunteers are needed to shovel snow 
the Hastings exchange can vouch for 
Trene and Marjory Haynes, who have ac- 
quired considerable skill along that line 
as they find it necessary to remove snow 
drifts from their path toward duty every 
time it snows. 

Edna Thomas, relief operator at Dor- 
chester, spent Christmas with friends at 
Seward. 

Mrs. Myrtle (Kline) Edwards, a former 
employe of the Superior exchange, made 
the Superior office a short visit .during 
the holidays. Mrs. Edwards is now keep- 
ing books for Williams and Edwards Taxi 
Company in Hastings. 

The operators at Superior will well re- 
member Christmas. Dr. Brainard, The 
Citizens’ State Bank, Bossemeyer Broth- 
ers, A. S. Anderson and Mr. Johnson, 
Manager of the Western Union, contri- 
buted liberally with the “sweets.” 


Malcolm and Alfred McCall, former em- 
Ployes at Superior, called at the Superior 
office during the holidays. They are both 
employed by the Riverside Light & Power 
Company in Abilene, Kansas. Malcolm 
has recently been promoted to engineer 
for the above company. Perhaps some 
of the older employes of the L. T. & T. 
Company will remember the first plant 
meeting at Superior, in 1916, when Mr. 


‘Wheeler referred to Malcolm as the 


Janitor during the introduction. 


Miss Edith Schlytern, of the Lincoln 
plant department, spent Christmas at her 
home in Dannebrog. 

N. A. Taylor, of Sutton, is slowly re- 
covering from a siege of sickness. 


Wm. Glantz, troubleman at Sutton, sur- 
prised the force by announcing his mar- 
riage the 16th. . 

Miss Clara Wach, “A” operator at Sut- 
ton, is limping about the office as a re- 
sult of the iron foot rail falling on her 
oot. 

The operators at Sutton decided that 
since they must be on duty during the 
holiday season, they would make the sur- 
roundings as pleasant as possible. The 
operating and public waiting rooms were 
decorated in the Christmas colors, and 
with the addition of bells, cedar boughs, 
ferns, flowers and rose shaded lights, the 
exterior as well as the interior was very 
attractive. A handsomely decorated 
Christmas tree completed the decorations. 
Christmas eve at 10:30 all arrived on the 
scene to meet Santa Claus. Mrs. Ken- 
nedy and Miss Brown, night operator, 
sprung a complete surprise when they ap- 
peared and announced a delicious lunch 
was waiting for all present. Mr. Kennedy 
showed his ability in the kitchen. 


Miss Marie Sheehy, assistant chief 
operator at Sutton, was a Lincoln visitor 
over Christmas. 


Fred Adkins, of York, visited the office 
at Sutton between trains the 24th of De- 
cember. 

Geo. Anderson, Manager at Edgar, was 
a caller at the Sutton exchange during 
December. 

Miss Theresa Bauer of Beemer, Nebr., 
a former Sutton operator, made the old 
office a pleasant call the latter part of 
December. 

Mrs. Hikenbary, chief operator at Burr, 
and her father, were the recipients of a 
delicious hot mince pie and plate of 
candy. sent in at the noon hour on Christ- 
mas by Mrs. Garrett. Mrs. Klein also 
remembered them on Christmas eve in a 
like manner. 
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G. T. Sprecher, ‘Cashier, and F. S&S. 
Holmes, Collector, of the Lincoln com- 
mercial office, were unfortunate in being 
compelled to spend a few days away from 
the office this month. Mr. Sprecher came 
out second best in a battle with a severe 
cold and Mr. Holmes had the misfortune 
to fall, spraining his knee while hurry- 
ing to his home and fireside. 

Miss Hazel Seip, stenographer in the local 
comercial manager’s office, Lincoln, enjoyed 
a Christmas visit With relatives at Summer- 
field, Kansas. 

Morris Dougherty, Assistant Cashier, 
Lincoln commercial office, reports the fol- 
lowing story: A prospective toll subscrib- 
er rushed in the office recently in a hurry 
to place a ecall to a distant place in Ne- 
braska. He was referred to the long 
distance booth across the hall by Mr. 
Dougherty and was told to give the call 
to the operator. After a few moments’ 
wait the subscriber returned to Mr. 
Dougherty and reported in an indignant 
manner, “‘What’s the matter with your 
telephone service, there is no operator in 
the booth?” 

Miss Lillian Erickson, clerk in the Lin- 
coln commercial office, visited over the 
Christmas holidays with her parents at 
Stromsburg, Nebr. 

Miss Cecile A. Swanson has been em- 
ployed as Assistant Cashier in the local 
‘commercial office, Lincoln. 

Mr. Paul Holmberg has been temporar- 
ily employed in the Lincoln commercial 
office to audit the records of the contract 
department. 

Mrs. H. A. Seamark visited with her 
mother and brother at Wymore, Sunday, 
December 21st. 

The operators at Burr were presented 
with an immense box of chocolates on 
Christmas by Dr. Chas. F. Mayer, as an 
appreciation of good service. 

Miss Nellie Kreifels, operator at Burr, 
received a set of beautiful French ivory 
toilet articles from a “friend” on Christ- 
mas. 

The Tecumseh operators received thirty 
pounds of candy from different subscrib- 
ers for Christmas. The girls will sure 
be able to sweeten up some now. 

The employes of the Tecumseh office, 
presented Mr. and Mrs. Dickenman, man- 
ager and wife, with a beautiful rug for 
Christmas. Thanks to the employes. 

Irom the looks of the diamond rings 
some of the fair sex at Tecumseh are 
wearing, we are liable to lose’ several 
of our operators in the near future. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE 

On the 23rd of December a two days’ 
conference was held in Lincoln, attended 
by all District Officials and Department 
Superintendents. The meeting was pre- 
sided over by General Manager Hurtz. In 
the afternoon of the first day a meeting 
was held in President Woods’ office and 
very interesting talks were made by the 
President and General Manager. In the 
evening a dinner was held in the Garden 
Room at the Lincoln Hotel and after the 
dinner was served, each man was asked 
to express his opinion regarding the 1920 
budget and to give his ideas in regard 
to sale of Company steck necessary to 
provide the money to meet the budget 
plans. 

On the morning of the 24th the as- 
sembly again met at 9 o’clock in Presi- 
dent Woods’ office and the Superintend- 
ents of the different departments made 
Short® talks. The subjects discussed in- 
volved the continued prosperity of the 
Company, public relations and real co- 
operation among the employes. It was 
the general consensus of Gpinion that this 
was the most successful meeting of its 
kind held in the history of the Company. 


A “GET TOGETHER” AT WAHOO 

On the evening of the 6th of January 
a district meeting was held at Wahoo for 
all employees in Saunders County. A fine 
supper, at which Mr. Kimball presided, 
was served by the ladies of the. First Con- 
gregational Church and a very interest- 
ing talk was made by Mr. Bell in which 
he gave a statemene of the Company’s 
business. Mr. Behm inede an interesting 
talk to the assembly on the Employes’ 
Penefit Fund. Most of the business was 
transacted in the afternoon so that it left 
the evening free. A good time was had 
by. everybody, and here is hoping that 
the next one will be as successful. DGe- 
sides the entire Wahoo force, Mrs. J. R. 
Manners, Mrs. James Gilcrist, Amelia Jur- 
gens, H. W. Till, Mr. and Mrs. Nieman 
and Mildred Johnson were present. Mr. 
Behm, Mr. Bell, Mr. Kimball and Mr. 
Blodgett were representatives from JLin- 
coln. 


Miss Mae Whited, line operator at Ne- 
braska City, is again on duty after being 
off several weeks during the illness of 
her mother. 

Mrs. Bernice Simmerman has been em- 
ployed’ in the traffic department at Ne- 
braska City. 
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Our Plant Superintendent is some rabbit hunter. Bunny has no chance in the baa 
but while M. T. C. was burrowing in the snow for this one, the rabbit slipped away. Note the 
. . 2 5 a hl ’ ’ are 
difference between the expressions on the two faces, viz: M. T. C’s und the Bunny’s. 
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GENERAL 
FRANK H. WOODS ..00000.0..0...ccccceceeneceece eee ee Wet eo wwsseceoneeeeee-F TeSident 
S. H. BURNHAM.._........—. w-scecesesseseneceereemreseccsesesesse-es Vice-President 
CA TSPBITS eve! 20-0 J ne Siw ee ee ee ny a PA Treasurer 
C. P. RUSSELL.......................-..-..-.-....... secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
L. B.. HURT Zon nino nonce tereeccecceeencnoeenesseceeeseneee---eneral Manager 
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COMMERCIAL 
R. E. MATTISON.......W....—-—-.---—--2----2- ae 
W. THORGRIMSON....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
W. E. BELL..............District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. 
W. 


Commercial Superintendent 


H. CAMAN............District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
C. COOPER..........District Commercial Manager, Western District 


PLANT 
M. T. CASTER. ...---....n......2ccceceneeeemeresenereermsecene-me----F lant Superintendent 
H. H. WHEELER, Jr... u..~......-.--..-neesenenneeeeemsneceoreomaceeeeeeeeee--Flant Engineer 
F. E. BEHM....................<.-—-.-......District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
J. PUGSLEY..............................District Plant Chief, ?,athern District 
H. W. WHEELER........._.............District Plant Chief, Western District 


TRAFFIC 
GEO. EK. GANN.onu uu. nnc.c cc cccccccccceeccssccceesensceccerrmeeee-eeeees Tate Superintendent 
RS BREWSTER- oie cst ke a a. Traffic Engineer 
W. P. KIMBALL.........._..........District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
R. O. PARKG.........................-._..District Traffic Chief, Southern District 
R. E. MURPHY.......................District Traffic Chief, Western District 
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Valentine Day 
»-0-& 


VALENTINE DAY calls to mind the legend of SAINT 
VALENTINE who was a priest, a giant Roman who, away 
back in the third century, gave his life for a religious rdeal. 


Now, tt happened that the Romans had a feast in the 
latter part of every February in honor of their gods, Juno 
and Pan. At this feast it was the custom to place the names 
of maidens in a box, and it was the privilege of any man who 
desired a wife to draw a name from the box and thus 
acquire a “better half.” 


In order to gradually take the people’s mind away from 
pagan practices a Christian emperor ordered that the feast 
of Juno and Pan be held on the birth anniversary of the 
martyred sant; and time generally gave the feast the name 


of Saint Valentine, though it retained its atmosphere of 
matchmaking. 


Other European countries began to observe the feast, 
the idea of finding “soulmates” by lottery appealing to their 
sense of humor. Persons so matched were called Valen- 
tines and exchanged congratulatory gifts. Both married 
and unmarried persons took a joyous hand in the drawings 
and as no serious intent was attached to the custom there 
were no unhappy complications. 


And then, as time passed, certain ambitious persons, 
rather than trust to luck in the lottery, took a shortcut and 


began sending love gifts direct to coreg ones. Thus the 
custom stands today. 
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THE COMPANY’S ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Company was 
held at the company’s Lincoln office on 
January 20th. The old board of direct- 
ors, composed of S. H. Burnham, Mark 
W. Woods, Charles Mayer, George J. 
Woods, Joseph Grainger, Charles Stuart, 
Chas. J. Bills, C. N. Beaver, J. M. Bell, 
Christian Klem and Frank H. Woods, 
was again elected. At the subsequent 
meeting of the directors, the following 
officers were re-elected: President, 
Frank H. Woods; vice president, S. H. 
Burnham; treasurer, C. J. Bills; secre- 
tary and assistant treasurer, C. P. Rus- 
sell; general manager, L. E. Hurtz; 
auditor, Wm. L. Lemon. 

The annual report of President Woods 
showed an increase in the revenues 
during the year 1919 of $374,000, or 
22 per cent, while the total expenses, 
including depreciation, increased $315,- 
000, or 238 per cent. The increase in 
revenues, it will thus be seen, was more 
than taken up, on the basis of percent- 
by the increases in wages and 
cost of material. Taxes form one of 
the rapidly growing items of expense. 
In 1916 the company paid $5,100 a 
month in taxes; in 1919 it paid at the 
rate of $9,800 a month. 

The total number of telephones in 
service at the end of the fiscal year was 
61,562, an increase of 4,236. Of this 
number 1,421 was by growth of exist- 
ing exchanges and 2,815 were acquired 
by purchase of other exchanges. These 
were located at Auburn, Nemaha, John- 
son, Brownville, Brock, Valparaiso, 
Peru and Deweese. The number of ex- 
changes is 116. 

The exchange revenues were $1,435,- 
253 for the year, and in tolls there were 
collected $618,257, a total of $2,053,- 
510. The operative expenses increased 
from $540,000 to $676,551, the cost of 
maintenance from $308,000 to $405,- 
000, and taxes from $95,856 to $118,- 
020. Interest paid increased from 
$65,781 to $71,646, and dividends from 
$339,104 to $348,555. These two items 
represent the returns on the capital in- 
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vested in the business, and on these the 
interest and dividend rate was exactly 
the same as last year, the increases rep- 
resenting returns on additional capital 
put in. The investment in plant now 
totals nearly $8,000,000. Materials and 
supplies, cash and bills receivable bring 
the total money invested to a little over 
9 millions. 


The common stock is held by 1,722 
different persons, most of them located 
in the towns and cities served and-123 
of them employes of the company. The 
stock is so well distributed that it would 
require the combined stock of 161 of 
the largest holders to control the com- 
pany, a close approximation to publie 
ownership, with the advantage of more 
economical operation by an organiza- 
tion that is non-political. 


The average number of persons em- 
ployed during the year was 1,325, and 
$13,000 was expended in the last twelve 
months for accident, sick, disability and 
death benefits, an expenditure that was 
about 14% per cent of the company’s 
payroll of $1,041,000. 


WHEN YOU WORK FOR A MAN 

It is believed that a man who works 
for another would give a much higher 
grade of service to his employer if he 
understood a few fundamental prin- 
ciples. 


In the following few points an at- 
tempt has been made to bring out some 
of the factors which underlie this hu- 
man relationship. 


Your wages are paid, not by your 
employer, but by your subscribers. Your 
employer simply stands between you 
and the subscribers. -You always try 
to put on a good front when your em- 
ployer is watching you—be just as alert 
to please the subscribers. 


It costs your employer a lot more 
than he pays you in wages just to have 
you around. He has to pay rent for 
the space you occupy, and he has to 
provide light, heat, furniture, wash 
rooms, pencils, pens, typewriters, ma- 
chinery, ete. Out of your services he 
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has to get enough to pay your salary 
first, and then he has to pay a host of 
other bills for things you never stop 
to think about. Not until he has met 
all his expenses can he receive his profit. 

If you loaf one hour a day, your em- 
ployer’s profit on your work goes glim- 
mering. When he fixes his prices he 
figures that you will do as much work 
as you can in as.short a time as you 
can. If you loaf when you ought to be 
working you are robbing him just as 
surely as if you took money from his 
safe. What is equally true, you are 
robbing yourself, though you may not 
realize it. 

The biggest asset your employer has 
is the good-will of his subscribers. Each 
Satisfied subscriber represents. real 
money to him. He is eager to please 
them, to see that their wants are 
promptly taken care of, to handle any 
complaints or adjustments quickly. He 
relies on you, as his representative, to 
do as he would do. 

Of course you only sell a portion of 
your time to your employer. The rest 
of the day is yours to do with as you 
please. But the man who hires you 
has a right to expect that you will give 
him your highest efficiency during the 
hours you are with him. You cannot 
do this if you have had only four hours 
of sleep the night before, or if you 
Manage your personal affairs so badly 
that you bring a lot of worries to your 
Place of employment. Lead a whole- 
Some, natural life, in justice to your- 
self and your job. 

Finally, get it clearly in your mind 
that your employer is not the only one 
who makes a profit out of your work. 
You get a profit yourself—the larger 
profit. Any job well done fits you the 
better for the next job. You are not 
paid wages when you go to school. In- 
Stead, you pay for the privilege of be- 
ing taught knowledge and discipline. 
The training your employer gives you 
is in Many respects more valuable than 
that which you gain in school. If you 
are diligent you can capitalize the ex- 
perience thus gained just as you cash 
in on your school education. 

Life and business are like an account 
at the bank. You can’t take out more 
than you put in. 


Sammy was not prone to over-exertion in 
the class room; therefore his mother was 
Surprised and delighted when he came home 
one noon with the announcement, “I got one 
hundred this morning.’ . ; 

That’s lovely, Sammy,” said his proud 
mother, and she kissed him tenderly. ‘“What 
was it in?’’ 

“Fifty in reading and fifty in ’rithmetic.” 


Miss Irene Haynes, Hastings local super- 
visor. Miss Haynes is is an accomplished 
operator, having been with the company 2 
year and one-half. 


THE FREE SPEECH IDEA 


The idea that a person has an in- 
herent or law-given right to say what- 
ever he pleases about any person or any- 
thing is founded on a mistaken idea. 
If you get into a dispute with another 
person the law does not permit you to 
use language that is capable of provok- 
ing him to fight, and punishes you if 
you do it. The constitution says that 
everyone may freely speak and write, 
but is responsible for the abuse of the 
right, which is another way of saying 
that you will be punished if you lie 
about a person just as you are fairly 
certain to be punished if you call an- 
other a liar. 

There is a lot of loose talk to the 
effect that the government is violating 
the constitutional rights of agitators 
who have announced their purpose to 
destroy it by force, claiming that this 
is denying them free speech. There is 
nothing to that argument. This gov- 
ernment is a democracy, made so by a 
compact between citizens, and that is 
the only lawful form. 


PLEASURE IN SAVING. 
“Pop, what do we mean by economy?” 
“Spending money in such a way as not 
to get any fun out of it, my son.” 


ral 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 3- 


THE DEPENDABLE MAN 


Time and again it happens that the 
manager of a company or the superin- 
tendent or somebody else in authority is 
confronted with the necessity of having 
someone sent at once to do something 
that is out of the ordinary in the sense 
that not everybody on the list of men 
available can be sent. It is then that the 
boss hurriedly scans over in his mind 
his list of capable men, and makes his 
choice. 


It should be noted that the quality for 
which men are selected at a time like 
that is dependabilty alone. Dependabil- 
ity is made up of two factors, being able 
to do what is desired and being able 
to do it in the right way. Faithfulness 
isn’t enough; a man must also know how; 
knowing how isn’t enough because a 
man must know the right way to do it. 
Competent men are not always tactful 
or polite or able to adjust their attitude 
to the attitude of the other person to 


‘the transaction. 


Every person who works, either for 
someone else or on his own payroll, 
hasn’t solved the secret of success unless 
he has impressed upon cthers, by his own 
conduct, the fact that he is dependable. 
The man who is singled out whenever 
a job is to be done as one who does 
things and does them right need not 
beg dame fortune for any of her smiles. 


NO MAGIC REMEDY 


There isn’t any magic remedy for the 
high cost of living, and those who are 
advising workers that their best interests 
are to be served by shorter hours at a 
higher wage are the poorest counselors 
labor can listen to at the present time. 

Food won’t come down in price unless 
we produce more of it. Neither will 
silk or cotton or wool or any of the fab- 
rics with which we clothe ourselves. 
Neither will the cost of anything else 
we must have descend unless we get more 
of it. The only way to get more goods 
and more food is to produce them. 

Consumption is above normal at the 
present time. Production is below nor- 
mal. That is why prices are high. And 
prices will stay high until the balances 
are tilted the other way, with production 
several laps ahead of consumption. And 
that is only possible by work, work that 
will speed up production, since we must 
eat and we must have thing's to wear. 


WIRED WIRELESS 

The telephone engineers are predict- 
ing that within a very short time an- 
nouncement will be made of the perfec- 
tion of a method of ‘“‘wired wireless’’ 
which will enable at least ten and pos- 
sibly -more conversations to be carried 
on at the same time over a single wire. 

The announcement is sponsored by 
Major General Squier, chief signal of- 
ficer of the army. By this method one 
wire will do the work of ten, thus mak- 
ing possible limitless long distance com- 
munication and by taking care of a 
large volume of business over single 
wires make much less costly the invest- 
ment of the companies. 

Suecessful experiments are said to 
have been made along the Harlem divi- 
sion of the New York Central railroad, 
and the area of communication in ex- 
periment is being rapidly increased. The 
idea was first tried out as far back as 
eleven years ago, but it‘had not reached 
a practical form when the war came, 
and the general got busy on other 
things. 

After the war it was very plain to 
the telephone engineers that some new 
way to get rid of the congestion in the 
telephone and telegraph service must 
be devised, and the experiments made 
have resulted in things being done that 
experts had previously pronounced im- 
possible. 

The function of the wire, as it is used 
in wired wireless, is to guide the radio 
currents. The ordinary radio had one 
great fault, it sent its message broad- 
cast, in every direction. The wire sefves 
as the core of a path over which the 
radio waves pass and to which they are 
held. 

On ordinary telephone wire the al- 
ternating current used has a frequency 
of from 750 to 2,500 cycles a second. 
Under the Squier method this is in- 
creased to as high as 500,000 cycles. 
This is made possible by adapting to 
the use of the telephone the instru- 
ments used in wireless telegraphy. The 
only additional expense is the cost of 
generators to produce this high fre- 
quency current. 

General Squier has dedicated the pat- 
ent to the public, and it may be used 
by any person. It meant a big fortune 
to the inventor, but he preferred to 
stay with the army and keep on ex- 
perimenting and guiding the signal 
corps to rolling in coin. 


A LITTLE FUSSY, WE SAY! 
A party in calling for the time, said: 
“Central, I want the time down to the 
very tick.” 


a 


DO SOME BRAIN SCRATCHING 


In almost every exchange on the sys- 
tem is some one or more persons who 
have an idea about the telephone busi- 
ness that they have not yet shouted out 
to the world. It may be some new way 
of doing a thing, some device for lessen- 
ing labor or increasing service, or some 
explanation of a puzzling thing about 
the business. 

These are the boys—and the girls— 
who could bring delight to the heart of 
the harrassed editor of The News if 
they would but sit down and put their 
ideas on paper and then fire it in to him. 
He wants to make this little magazine 
better and more eagerly looked for each 
month, and the one way in which -he 
can touch everybody’s interests and en- 
chain their attention is to print things 
they want to read. He needs help, he 
asks your help. There are many phases 
of the workaday life that might be 
brightened up for everybody if those 
who know some new quirks and turns 
would contribute of their knowledge. 
Don’t mind the spelling or the punctua- 
tion. He has a machine that corrects 
_all these. 


BANKING BY TELEPHONE. 
One of the farm magazines kindly in- 
vites attention to a new use of the tele- 
phone. One of its subscribers does all 
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his banking over the wire, supplemented 
a little by the mails. When he desires 
to make a deposit he lists the cash and 
checks and sends them to the bank in 
a letter. 

Now and then he desires to borrow 
some money from the bank. He for- 
merly had to make a trip to the bank 
and wait his turn to see the cashier. 
Now he ecalls him by the telephone, 
and tells him what he wants and for 
how long atime. He mails back a note, 
it is signed and returned and the job 
is done. When it is time to pay the 
note he calls up to find the amount, 
mails a check for it and gets his note 
back. 

The telephone has been of remark- 
able service to the farmer in the mat- 
ter of marketing his crops and in order- 
ing what he needs. That this has not 
marked the full extent of its value to 
him is shown by this little incident. 


HEARD IN DUNCAN 
Subscriber—‘‘Central, I have just been talk- 
ing to Mrs. Jones and it kept cutting out. Has 
it anything to do with your checkerboard ?” 


Art—“‘Is that a new watch, Rox?’ 
Rox—‘‘Yes. I got it when I was in the serv- 
ice.” 
Art—‘What kind of works has it?’ 
Roxx—‘ Hawaiian.” 
Art—‘‘Never heard of it. What's the idea?”’ 
Rox—“‘It has tricky movements.” 


MAYNARD’S MISHAP 
While making the trip from San _ Francisco 
to Mineola, New York recently, Lieutenant 
Maynard, the winner in the transcontinental 
race, had the misfortune to break the main 


driving shaft of his 400 horse power Liberty 
Motor, causing him to land for repairs. This 
necident occurred three miles north of Wahoo. 
The Lieutenant came into Wahoo and wired 
headquarters receiving authority to have one 
of the motors from the Martin Bombing Plane 
that was wrecked at Yutan a few days pre- 
vious, transfered to Wahoo to replace his dis- 


abled one. 

Maynard’s mechanic with the help of some 
local automobile men removed the disabled 
motor and everything was in readiness for the 
new motor upon its arrival on an army truck 
from Yutan. 

Maynard’s accident hap- 
pened at ten o’clock on 
the morning of Oct. 16th, 
and at seven-fifteen on the 
morning of the 17th, he 
was on his way to Mineola. 


On October 14th, Capt. 
Roy N. Frances, flying in 
i Martin Bombing Plane 
with three passengers, lost 
his bearings, owing to a 
dense fog and flying low, 
struck a two-arm § tele- 
phone lead south of Yu- 
tan, Nebr., tearing out five 
spans of wire and break- 
ing three _ poles. The 
shock of hitting the tele- 
phone lead threw his ma- 
chine to the ground wreck- 
ing it so badly that the 
trip to San Francisco had 
This was one of the large 


to be abandoned, 
type planes propelled by two 400 horse Lib- 
erty motors. One of these motors was later 
used in replacing the motor in Lieut. May- 
nard’s plane that was wrecked at Wahoo, 
while the rest of the parts were dismantled 


and shipped back. Lieut. Maynard, his me- 
chanic and mascot are shown in insert. 


~—s 
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A FELLOW SAVED A PIECE OF 
STRING 


It came to him around a packege, and 
when he undid the package he saved the 
twine and placed it in the drawer of 
his desk. 

This same fellow carefully salvaged 
some paper clips. that came to him 
through the mail and stowed them in a 
receptacle with some new ones. Another 
time he saved a rubber band. 


Once he took a dozen steps to shut 
off a water tap which he saw running, 
and he was a crank about electricity be- 
ing’ wasted in unused rooms. 


All day long this feilow, while per- 
forming his regular work, kept “crabb- 
ing’”’ about waste, and collecting pins 
and clips and rubber bands, and even 
rescuing perfectly good postage stamps 
from the scrap basket. 


“It is war time,” he shouted, “and 
everybody must be a fighter. I am a 
fighter behind the lines. The spirit of 
war is destruction, and the enemy is 
seeking to destroy our all. We cannot 
produce as abundantly as we did in 
peace times, so to offset the destruction 
wrought by our enemy, I must save. I 
am a soldier in the Salvage Corps.” 


And there in the Salvage Corps, my 
friends, is where you and I should enlist 


—saving the little things at home that 


are greatly needed in these days of les- 
sened production. 


STOCK SELLING CAMPAIGN NOW ON 


The sale of the stock of the L. T. & 
T. Company to provide funds for our 
extensions and improvements for this 
year is now being made and orders are 
coming in. 

The stock is being offered to our tele- 
phone subscribers and others through 


circulars inserted in the Lincoln direct-. 


ories and by mail. 

The assistance of the employees is 
desired in securing the names of people 
who have money to invest and are look- 
ing for a safe place to put it where it 
will yield 7% interest paid quarterly 
and be free from taxes. 

You will be doing your friends a sery- 
ice as well as yourself and the company 
by suggesting to them this opportunity 
of investing their savings. 

Please call the Secretary, Mr. Rus- 
sell, and give him the names of any 
persons you think might be interested. 


geon’s office rang. 


Introducing our ‘‘New” Traveling Auditor 
P. F. Bush. Yes, girls, he’s married, but 
nevertheless a good accountant. 


COMMISSIONER HALL TO QUIT 

Railway Commissioner Thomas lL. 
Hall, who has been a member of the 
state regulatory board for the last nine 
years, is to follow Victor E. Wilson, late 
his colleague, into retirement. Mr. Wil- 
son quit because the $3,000 a year 
salary was too small, and Mr. Hall will 
drop out at the end of his term of serv- 
ice a year hence for the same reason. 
The salary is fixed by the legislature, 
and has been $3,000 for the last twelve 
years, from the beginning, in fact. The 
legislature refused to increase the sal- 
ary because the constitution limited it 
to paying the governor and other state 
officers no more than $2,500 a year. 


SOME MISTAKE 
The office telephone in a well-known sur- 
The doctor himself ans- 
wered the telephone. <A childish voice in- 
quired, “Who is this?” The doctor readily 
recognized the voice of his seven-year-old boy. 
Although an exceedingly busy man, he is 
ever ready for a bit of fun, if the opportun- 
ity permits, and anticipating such at this 
time, replied, “This is the smartest man in 
the city.””’ The child mumbled for a moment 
and replied, “I beg your pardon, sir, it’s the 
wrong number,’ and hung up. 


A LINE EXPERT. 
Subscriber: “Central, is the lineman 
there? TI want him to come up and fix my 
clothesline.” 


STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, Jan- 
uary ist, 1920 and January 3ist, 1920; also gain and loss since January ist, 1920. 
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AN INTEREST IN BUSINESS 


It is worthy of note that one of the 
chief things for which workingmen in 
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a price for his goods as he could worm 
out of him. The next customer, if he 
were better at bargaining, could get the 
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53) Waco) .....2.-4-2.2 302 306 Ae ania. Clavoniay esas 66 66 Not so very many years ago business 
54 Crab Orchard 298 295  .... 8 113 Pleasant Dale 50 48 2 was all a matter of giving as little as 
55 McCool ........-- 289 290 1 114 Strang B Se as.csed 29 29 you can for as much as you can get. 
56 Plymouth ...... 273 275 2 PEPIN TST Te When a man went into a store to get a 
57 Johnson ......... 263 268 Daher: Totals...2/2.2...... 61656 61808 2838 131 it of clothes, the merchant sized him Misses Cora and Daisy Misner, operators at 
58 Ceresco .........- ‘265 264 Lai 1 Net Gain since January iy Ie VAD Se * 152 py and sou ht to et from him as good reat a Ee vere. wae the smile makes 
59 Benedict. ........ 259 256 3 Gain for January, 1920.......000000--- 152 up g g ean Math ar a 
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NOT A CURE FOR HIGH PRICES 

The idea that some men who ought to 
know better contend that if the govern- 
ment or the state or the city owned a 
public utility it would not have to in- 
crease rates when, as now, material and 
labor have vastly increased, has no basis 
in reasoning or fact. 


Under public ownership rates should 
be no higher than is necessary to pay 
expenses and maintain a surplus for 
extensions and emergencies. Therefore, 
if confronted by conditions that beset pri- 
vately owned public utilities at present, 
it would have to have more money. It 
could get this only in two ways. It 
would have to raise rates or levy taxes, 
which would mean that everybody would 
have to contribute to the deficiency 
whether he got any service or not. 


The other month The News pointed 
out that the publicly owned telephone 
Systems of Europe were charging more 
for service and give less of it. Now 
comes the Railway Age and tells of in- 
creased railroad rates on the publicly 
owned systems of France, Italy, Switzer- 
land, Holland, Norway, Austria-Hungary, 
Canada, Argentina and Denmark, while 
in New South Wales the government com- 
missioners say additional rates are im- 
perative. 


The average citizen has it firmly im- 
bedded in his mind that inordinate greed 
for profits is the sole reason a public 
utility wants to increase rates. This. rec- 
ord ought to start him to doing a little 
sound thinking. 


MAKE IT REAL 


Reams of paper have been used in im- 
pressing the value of courtesy upon those 
who stand as buffers between a great 
public service corporation and the public 
that it serves. Some of it has fallen 
upon deaf ears, as good advice often does, 
and some of it has been absorbed by per- 
s0ns who have failed to grasp the spirit 
of it. 


There is nothing really substantial 
about a courtesy that has its roots only 
in the mouth and which do not go down 
into the heart. It is a good bit like the 
man who smiles with his mouth or his 
eyes but not with both mouth and eyes. 
He is easily spotted as a four flusher who 
is just putting on, who is just making 


believe he is glad to see you. 

Make your courtesy real by making it 
real courtesy. That involves interesting 
yourself in performing the~service re- 
quired to the extent that if it inconven- 
iences you or means something extra for 
you to do, you will do it without feeling 
it to be an inconvenience or an imposi- 
tion. There is the secret of it. If it 
hurts you to be courteous you are not 
courteous; you are simply giving lip ser- 
vice. 

The spirit is everything. It has its 
birth in a real desire to be of real ser- 
vice. In action it will lead a person to 
do whatever is necessary to complete the 
service asked without any inward grumb- 
ling or hanging back. Get the spirit of 
service and you will have no trouble in 
making your courtesy real. 


“TURN ON THE TELEPHONE, MABEL.” 

Subscriber to Operator: ‘We moved yes- 
terday, and carried the telephone with us 
to the new address; will you please have a 
man come and turn on the power?” 
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R. E. Murphy, Western Dist. Traffic Chief, 
as seen by the cartoonist. 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
A. A. Stoker, Instructor 


THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Previously Sincelast Total Average 
Reported Report to date Grade 
Answers) to) Wesson leew e ee ee 480 6 480 93% 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson L.......... 463 0 463 BAe eee 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I...... 322 6 328 9714 
Answerseto Lesson Ill ei 352 8 360 98 
Attended Demontration of Lesson ILI........ 269 0 269 .1u APA oD Se 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II.... 155 2 157 95% 
Answers to Lesson III..............22...222...220.2...-- 169 7 176 93 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson III...... 198 0 LOS em AT 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson III.. 111 2 1138 98 
~Answers to Lesson IV.................2.-....2-..222----- 104 8 112 961%, 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV...... 138 0 LES" er ep aes 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV..... 75 3 78 97 
Answers to Lesson \.....,......-..---.---s-ee--002----- 719 5 84 98 
cae 80 0 80 aS 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson V.... 38 4 42 97 


J 
e 
e 
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a TRINSTUT TER OR PRIMARY ORCUIT. 


mecmeee CORION PRiMarY & SCCONDARY IE Gate 
| TRANSMITTER 
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GONCRATOR GiRcurr 
——— COMMON SECONDARY & GENERATOR 
LINE OR SECONDARY ciIRSUIT 


SUBSCRIBER HEARS BUT CANNOT 
BE HEARD 

Sometimes a telephone receives per- 
fectly but will not transmit at all. The 
fact that the receiving qualities are up 
to standard is that the secondary or 
line circuit is in working condition, so 
we turn our attention at once to the 
primary circuit. There are just five 
things that can happen to the primary 
circuit that can prevent it from talking 
out: 

1. Dead batteries (either one cell 
open or both cells exhausted). 

2. An open in the primary circuit. 

38. <A short circuit across the trans- 
mitter (either in the transmitter or its 
circuit). The battery current takes the 
low resistance path.instead of flowing 


through the transmitter. 

4. A short circuit across the pri- 
mary winding of the induction coil. The 
current flows through the low resist- 
ance path instead of through the pri- 
mary coil, so that no magnetic field is 
built up. 

5. A short circuit across the second- 
ary winding of the induction coil. This 
would lower the resistance of the re- 
ceiver or line circuit, thus tending to 
improve ‘the receiving qualities but 
would entirely destroy the transmission 
by preventing the induced current from 
flowing out over the line. 

The only information the service man 
has is that the subscriber hears but 
cannot be heard. The successful serv- 
ice man always has some definite plan 
for finding and clearing such a ease of 
trouble. The following method seems 
to us to be very practical and to the 
point: 

1. Verify the ‘‘can’t be heard’ re- 
port by listening in the receiver for 
‘line noise.’’ If no line noise can be 
heard call the exchange and the operat- 
or by using the receiver as a magneto 
transmitter. 

2. See that the battery is in work- 
ing condition. 

3. If the transmitter is still ‘‘dead’’ 
listen carefully for any click or trans- 
mitter tone in the receiver while check- 
ing the primary circuit as follows: 

(a) Open and close the battery con- 
tact at the hookswitch by lifting 
the spring by the thumb nail. (If 
you do not know which is the bat- 
tery contact open and close each 
contact separately while getting 
this test.) Aloud click in the re- 
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ceiver on making and breaking the’ sented, it is also a fact that most of the , 
battery contact indicates a short delay is caused by the failure of the COLLECTION SCHEDULE, JANUARY 31, 1920 
circuit across the transmitter. No applicant companies to have their books 
click or tone in the receiver in- in such a condition that the figures of Avg Same WESTERN DISTRICT 
dicates either an open in the pri- operation, as well as the financial his- AEE A ray Ae Gao APE aSnie 
mary circuit, a short circuit across tory of the corporation, are available Gent nian DIsErict 19088 37 39 Number Per Mo.last 
the primary coil or a short circuit for checking up. Much of the time of Southern MDistrichiinigsed Ge ‘98 Phones Tel. Qr. 
across the secondary coil. the commissioner in dealing with these Western District............... 12728 82 1.32 Belvidere... 172 45 2.13 
(b) Continue to listen carefully while cases is taken up by his conscientious Northern District................ 15139 00 OS Reet O a eae: T aaa a a ae 
inspecting all connections and con- effort to throw up a set of figures that | - Se aT EE RAR Sao! 1.24 
ductors of the primary circuit for will reflect the real condition of the TOtAlS -.---eeeeneeeeeetee eens 63784 68 So NT) ACHES Cog RUAGL Datel Sra 497 re eS 
an open. Test for an open in the company. YA Q AL seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeecesnete cent eee 450 ST 1.69 
transmitter or the transmitter wire The commissioners have been over- MAN Ve Nee Ree TSAR AE Te oa ae ae 
by touching a short across the bat- whelmed with work during the past rm GEN TRAT EDIST RIG Waisman Nd te TL 355 ae he 
tery end of the transmitter lead if year or two because of the necessities ‘’ "INE TDA ‘ iriend ge en NENT GSO 97 149 
terminals are exposed. A click or of so many companies in the matter of ) Sennett * Sata Nee eee 370 D4 GY GOMCVA n-ne eeeene eee eneteeseeeeeees S00 A9 1.86 
tone in the receiver means that you increased rates that the delays that have TA CeTOSCO severe 204 2 85 Glenvil a satoreseecesceneneeeeeee sens 230 1.30 4.60 
have found and closed the break. occurred are not unreasonable, and if e COIL NEES tebe Fase aoe ee a eee OI) OAL Ge aa Oe eos 
(c) Examine the induction coil ter- the companies would take the hint and mt URE eae oe sa Beh ea ae VED ie reer MOM NUR ayer ay cf rhea WAC 
minals and leads carefully for a prepare their cases in advance of appli- Greenwood cs suebe ee 216 i 99). Hastings) Se a. 3201 25 By 
Oe gorostyel her primary or sec- cation they would find the going RE ee Trek ine Paine ae Ne ae Beep ren Faigle WAY TE na ise rae 
ondary winding. speedier. WaWKROQNN | spe Se Sec eer eel! 4M “2 24 es sah nasetteesercesemnnececene ee cones oe 1.25 Ji 
4. If this general test of the pri- ee OL eT ara Moat aieh Ice Ore Mirco ORE sexi Sue one Ms paul centeg 
mary circuit fails to clear the trans- KEEN FOR HARMONY FAS COTN ini Pa MORE EPCRA 73 Fic wee ealulin chm esuk a ma meeer atin TD 3.83 355 
mission the next step is to apply the A loving wife entered the drug store and Rayon ee Le as 195 1.58 1.64 Prosser... 2 tec. 134 1.29 2.04 
induction test directly to the induction banded a peice of brown cloth to the per- University Place................. 1116 29 89 Red Cloud... 249- 1.05 91 
coil. This is done by removing the pri- plexed clerk. ; S Viti eh Soke BO ea ee a 219 6S 80 meronNls sascertaeeeetnnnnnnesaese ene 170 _-10 29 
mary wire from the coil terminal. If ‘Can you match this with cigars or stogies WN es 9088 = 99 Sa PUG NER en LWT Ee Seu b.2+ 
the coil is in working condition the orvany Glin ge she inquired. — It’s a piece like IDOE nS te ee 1908 30 2 Mee LS 66 4.23 7.07 
: : ; . my husband’s new brown suit. If you haven't SUPCLTIOLN — ~....---0--eee---eeeeeeceeeeee 922 66 .98 
elick in the receiver will be loud and got the right shade, say so at once and I'll Jip Sa Sh STECOM nnn eee eee eeee eee eeeeee 640 1.09 1.69 
clear. Any coil that gives out a good try around the corner. But I do despise to see Distri BEDS r aaa 
click under this test will talk. a man with light brown cigars sticking out PSUPL CG needa seers 12728 S2 1.32 
5. Our tests so far cover every pos- Of the pockets of a dark brown suit.” SOUTHERN DISTRICT AA, 
Sible condition except an actual break PAYA S Thee ue et Ca 331 At AT 
in the primary circuit. We know from: PAS TDG CL eeneeee steaks reste scrs oes S00 1.49 1.16 NORTHERN DISTRICT 
our last test that this break is not in AUWDUPN oo... eceeeecee eects eee wee OT 1.32 pele Cee A we) 
the primary coil. The final step is to MTL T PLE SEG RG we SO I Meee? RES a TO EL SEAN one Nn 2 
apply the battery and receiver test set Browivills Wie Ale wUMY tes taro ne tos! 8 eBenedict mammal Mull ong Muhdans Rize 
to the primary circuit, part by part, and les ReIH yg RehemE He. Ban aes Be Bd 171 38 129) | Bradshaw "22.222 306 \ST7 1.57 
thus find the break. Glntonia eR EL Pre sae Sis He aE i in MALLY a a oY 24 
OO) Kyra et es eA oe ES 33 46 3.0) or Wy) A et ee 2 » 
Grahby Orchards. se 295 82 ir (OEE WON Leahbbevsh ee RS 332 reg =e 
SPEEDING UP DECISIONS ID GWE EI Lt seed ae 366 5ST 292 COLON ones seen eeeeeeeeeeeeeet teeta 142 1.87 1.82 
Former Railway Commissioner Wil- TD OS SS Ve eae eee ee Oe D. 194 os 89 Cordova Sabett ARERR A: eeentataeabice toe 204 GS 1.30 
‘son recently presented to the state com- LD }irb sl aki” REP ORS Ch 350 1.18 1.11 David CiGyoee eae 2 ee 931 nay 1.01 
mission a suggestion for a new set of po etek sean tae dnnn ae LSM Ta Bid abtene We WAR ae re 18 5b 
Tules relating to telephone company Wairbury LS) ni 1749 3 ‘AG Garrison we teiee ( we 117 3.98 ala 
rate applications, designed to insure a Willey Meee MOON ye! 122 2.40 SAD |) (Cotesia ka Se 384 OF 27 
‘decision within two months after the lehweom oye hr 22 ys oe es Se .. 943 Wt SUS slimy Ase eS 176 1.17 1.10 
ease has been filed. Mr. Wilson took Johnson ne eceeeeeserescceetersn reset eres 280 1.38 1.20 TEN ACA «22.2220... arena seeeeeeneeenenseeee 139 3.19 ST 
i i ID fajwbis yaks W fe eee AOR ee 201 67 14S SATUS UCOME Mee ee eee SR SG 179 
the ground that the constitution suar- ) \ibbtne ites ee yond ee pete ee 197 2.54 4 OPE RNICOO OL Me te ee 990 89 "65 
‘antees such a speedy hearing in all con- Nebraska City... 1756 07 SCOLMiVias Clin eye taie.ROaeND CLUE 235 177 1.60 
‘troversies as prevents injustice being Nena wika soy Ah beta ay 218 61 URE OT Lies ek eee eer ene 515 65 92 
‘done. When companies have to wait +] Ne@Mana eee eceeceee estes ia ee “pe (Oeil a 0) Pee eeae ere cee ere 127 3.47 3.60 
for long weeks before the relief that y POSS unt WATT ke a) ge 73 «2.48 aay TR Ca RENE Cae aoe a he 
is finally decreed to be their due is ans Rickrelign se Tee neha NTs 1.12 LD WMG Reale Meet eb, nt HOR "98 ros 
given them, it impairs their ability to Blattismough) jie 1008 af OO Shelby ee Lene ts DS 351 157 1.72 
finance development and to get the BYYMOU EN nanan eeeeencreseees 275 3 as Stromsburg  -......eseee- byes 692 38 54 
money back into the depreciation fund Seen RN Eb NK Te) UIO TE acest tenn asa tens sane 192 46 1.12 
that has been invested in additions and Syracuse AE ee 583 43 1.04 aie AUNTS a ES 307 76 a 
‘betterments. Mr. Wilson also con- Malmiage, yew ee ees 254. 64 1.09) Valparaiso. ceweuct.... 408 1.59 98 
tended that in the end the public paid TEcumSeh — eben. take tones ay 1.19 Set WR GON, eek Ul) ie NIL 306 1.42 1.03 
the cost of delay in higher prices than ee Tr Rparlenee Te hid re a A Navenitety) | ae Ne ae 963 A 60 
would otherwise be necessary if prompt A vn art IGA RRS 67 DD zone ST PE A etl = i 
financial aid had been given. WWTHOLE, Hatten el chews dS 570 OT COMM Ne ritsinc tat Ge wtiane SNE Wine 
“3 : * Miss Vida Wilson, Stenographer and Chief te 
While there can be no disputing the Clerk in Commercial Superintendent’s office at i 18834 75 93 District ei 4 eee Ae 18139 90 .94 
‘truthfulness of the arguments pre- Lincoin. . District ieee 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, JANUARY, 1920 


Good 
Jo %o Jo Jo Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
ZA ime ain colnet Miss A. Scouller.............. 134 11.7 16.5 18.1 24,447 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
5 Ashland................. Mrs. C. Hood.....:..-....-.--- 4,2 16 12.5 6.3 1,901 
LT David City........... Miss A. Sievers............ A 8.0 AON TNO 9.0 1,712 
3 Dorchester........... Miss A. Simpson............ 2.4 8.9 0.0 2.9 682 
2 Hricndsseeeres Miss A. Haberman........ 2.2 8.5 0.0 2.6 1,050) 
9 Louisville............. Miss M. Twiss.............. 4. 4..8 12.9 11.4 7.6 751 
14 Plattsmouth.......- Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 7.0 7.0 10.0 7.7 1,880 
U SOW Cee eee Miss N. Gumbel.............. 4.5 2.5 4.4 4,3 2,336 
14B Wahoo.................. Miss Lilly Johnson......... 7.0 533 8.8 UAE. ULE BE 
7A W. Water............. Miss M. McNamee........ 4.5 2.9 8.2 5.4 1,027 
Total or Average.............css-2---cecee---- 5.5 6.8 8.4 6.5 13,278 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
8 IDoyee Me ee Mrs. M. Beal.................--. 4.7 1.5 7.6 5.5 757 
4 Eixeter.................. Mrs. R. Alley.................. 3.7 0.0: 0.0 3.3 945 
14A  Fairmont.............. Miss E. Prescott............ 7.0 6.2 7.8 7.0 776 
20 Geneva.................. Miss V. Richeson............ 8.9 74 11.0 920033 
18 Harvard................ Miss E. Hein.................... 8.1 1 Gwe lelest: 7.4 645 
22 Hastings.............Miss H. Richeson............ 9.8 12.0 17.4 10.8 9,719 
20A),° Hebron! 7") Miss M. McKenzie.......... 8.9 TON 1339) pl OS Ziel One 
22A Osceola................ Miss F. Gillispie..:........... 9.8 Sulla One| Os2 805 
2: Red Cloud........... Miss B. Havel...............- OG lal Oe Solemn oaT 738 
16 Stromsburg......... Miss F. Roberts............. 7.8 6.0 11.4 8.0 O91 
20B Superior... Miss M. Attwater ........ 8.9 96 159 10:4 3,284 
12 Suttons se Miss M. Sheehy.............. 5.7 0.0 2.4 5.0 692 
21 Work: SU ces When Miss S. Horn.................. ; 9.4 52a 9.4 2,763 
Total or Average................0..----.. 9.7 8.6 11.9 9.3 24,827 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
I) (elope 9 Miss C. Wolfe ...............- 5. SUING: Sb One ak 
o Beatrice... Miss B. Sharp................. 5.9 5.8 7.0 6.0 6,543 
UGS) WYN AMR Miss L. Gerth.................. 7.0 6.0 6.0 7.0 582 
teal, SO Wta oben op a Miss M. Dove................ tale IUCr ETERS AB ye CYS 
15 Humboldt... Miss C. Gillan............... J Ree 6.4 0.0 7.8 1,128 
19 Nebr. City............ Missin Bader nna 8.2 10.5 11.9 9.4 2,986 
Ly Syzacusess een. Miss E. Seelhoff............. Ms ) Bint Re AC 926 
L Tecumseh... Miss EF. Smith.................. 21 110 104 6.7 1,160 
OV ilberi’ ean Miss M. Mashek.............. DAR) C5 Sib eal: 824 
auek | NWVaspam nites Miss R. MeNelly............. Wei BVO ey Za ah en 
Fotal or Average... ccccscessetecetcesee: 61 64 83 6.7 20,662 
Total or Average for December, ’19...... 8.8 7.5 10.0 9.4 83,654 
Total or Average for January, ’20........ 8.7 8.4 11.2 8.9 83,214 


IF 

If we noticed little pleasures 
AS we noticed little pains; 
If we quite forgot our losses 
And remembered all our gains; 
If we looked for people's virtues 
And their faults refused to see, 
What a comfortable, happy, cheerful 
Place this world would be. 

Adele E. Ingersoll 


IT NEVER HAPPENED. 


Subseriber: “My telephone rings every 
time the wind blows.” 

Operator: “Thank you, I’ll have the wind 
reported at once.” 


THEY MUST HAVE BEEN EATING 
SPAGHETTI! 
On taking dinner with one of the su- 


pervisors the other day an operator was 
startled to hear, ‘‘Pass the cords!” 
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THE JOURNEY OF A TOLL TICKET 
Miss Olive Noble, Beatrice. 

I am a Toll Ticket. I laid upon a 
shelf for many, many days. A great 
many more Toll Tickets were around, 
on top, and beneath me. I thought I 
would be mashed to death, so great was 
the weight of those Toll Tickets. 

One day, as I lay there wondering 
what the outside world looked like, I 
saw a Man come into the room with a 
large piece of yellow paper in his hand. 
He looked around and started to read. 
“500 of 2515; 2000 of 4509,” he read. 

When he read ‘4509,’’ I jumped so 
hard I nearly fell from the shelf. Why? 
Because that meant me! At last I was 
to travel! I would see what the world 
really was! Oh, I was so happy! 

The Man looked around the room and 
finally selected me among many others 
and carried us into another room. Here 
we were laid upon a counter; but this 
time I was on top. I looked around 
and around the room. There were 
piles and piles of packages all wrapped 
in brown paper. Would they wrap us 
like that? If they did—little I could 
see on my trip. But it was as I feared. 
The Man went over to a roll of the 
brown paper and tore a large sheet 
from it. With this in his hand he ap- 
proached the counter where we lay. 
Sure enough! he wrapped us and it was 
SO very, very dark we could not see a 


thing. 


It seemed days and days before I 
again saw the light. When at last we 
were unwrapped we were in an entire- 
ly different looking room. There was 
a long string of girls all sitting before 
a board that had little lights on it. 
Every time one of those lights flashed 
a girl would put it out. Why she did 
it—I did not know. I wouldn’t have 
done it, because the little lights were 
very pretty. 

We were unwrapped by a tall girl 
who carried us to a cabinet. She put 
us upon a shelf again and there we lay 
for several weeks. 

I was just thinking that this was the 
same old life when the same tall girl 
opened the cabinet door and took some 
of us. She carried us to a desk, where 
she put us in a drawer and shut us up 
again. 

Was I to waste my whole life lying 
in a drawer or on a Shelf? Was I never 
to be good for anything? Oh, I was 
very much discouraged! 

Just when I was the most discour- 
aged, another girl opened the drawer 
and took several of us out. She had a 
stamp in her hand and with this she 


“‘dated’’ us. Well at last, I was to do 
my part in the world. She dated us all 
alike, ‘‘Jan., 1919.’’ After we were 
through the ‘“dating’’ process’. she 
handed a few of us to a girl on the 
board. How pretty the little lights 
were? Especially the red ones. But 
every time one flashed a girl would put 
it out. At first I could not understand 
the reason but I soon learned that when- 
ever a light flashed, someone wanted to 
talk and that by putting a plug in the 
hole just above the light, the girl could 
hear and talk to people many miles 
away . 

Now my time had come! At least I 
thought it had; but no, I was again 
put upon a shelf. I had been there 
only a few hours when another girl took 
me down. I took a good look at her. 
She had the funniest thing on her head! 
It looked like a silver band over her 
head with a black thing at her ear. And 
around her neck she had another queer 
article. This had a horn on it that 
stuck right up to her month. I soon 
learned that she talked through the 
horn and could hear with the thing at 
her ear. 

She lay me down upon a piece of 
glass on the board before her and 
started to write on me. Now I knew 
I was being used for something! As 
she wrote she talked in the horn and 
soon had a call ‘“‘recorded’”’ on me. I 
was then passed down to another posi- 
tion where the call was ‘‘put up.’’ When 
this girl had the two parties on the line 
she put me into a kind of clock, called 
a Caleculagraph, and stamped the time 
on my back. After I was stamped she 
also put the ’WH report’”’ on my back 
and stood me up between the two cords 
of the connection. 

I had stood there about five minutes 
when two little red lights flashed in 
front of me. As soon as the girl saw 
these lights she put me in the Caleula- 
graph again and stamped the number 
of minutes on me. 

The call was finished and my work 
was done. Oh what a short life! but 
I had done my work well and was put 
back upon the shelf. 

I had been there only a short time 
when the girl at the desk came and 
took me and some others like me over 
to her desk. Here she sorted us and 
put a big red “‘P”’ on me. This indi- 
eated that I was ‘‘Person-to-Person.”’ I 
was better than some who were only 
“Station-to-Person.” After she had 
finished marking us she put a rubber 
band around all of us and put us on 
another shelf. Oh the shelves! My 
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whole life had been just one shelf after 
another! 


After lying on that shelf all night I 
was taken down stairs into another of- 
fice. Here we were ‘‘billed and posted.’’ 
That is, all the Toll Tickets with the 
same telephone number were put into 
one pile. When this was done the 
charges were put into a ledger and also 
on bills which were kept for the Sub- 
seribers. 

This was finally finished and we were 
put into a drawer and left there for 
many, many days. While I was in this 
drawer I heard many different people 
talk. Some had a very nice voice and 
others had a:voice like a trumpet. 


One day a man came into the office 
and said he had been overcharged for 
a call he had put in. The clerk looked 
in the ledger and found the. same 
‘charge. This did not satisfy him and 
so she Jooked through the drawer to 
find the Ticket. 


When she opened the drawer I 
stretched up as far as I could and 
looked him over. He was tall and black 
haired and looked terribly mean. After 
one little glance I nestled down as far 
as I could among the other tickets. 


The Clerk looked over all the Tickets 
but could not find the right one. She 
had overlooked me because I had hid- 
den.. After she had looked over several 
times she found ’me. 


“Oh, here it is!”’ she said, and took 
me from the drawer. I was so terribly 
frightened that I jumped right out of 
her hand down upon the floor. She 
picked me up and looked at the Calcula- 
graph stamp on my back, found that 
she had stated the right charge and 
explained it to the man. He was very 
angry, but paid his bill and left. 

I was returned to the drawer and I 
was never so glad to be in the dark 
before in my life. When the drawer 
was full of Tickets we were taken to 
the basement. 

For six long months I have lain in 
this basement. I am old and am turn- 
ing yellow. I feel that my life is nearly 
over. Only this morning I heard one 
of the men say that we were to be 
burned tomorrow. 


THE TOWN GOSSIP 


PITY THE poor girl. 
WHO SITS in the office. 
DOWN AT “Central.” 
AND HAS to listen. 
TO THE mush. 


AND THE slush. 

THAT GOES over the line. 
EVERY DAY of the year. 
AND THEN you wonder. 
WHY SHE dries up. 

AND DIES before her time. 
AND WHY she doesn’t. 
ALWAYS SMILE at you. 
WHEN YOU meet her. 

ON THE street. 

AND THEY say. 

THAT ALL that holds. 
SOME WELL known families. 


TOGETHER IN this town. 
IS THE silence. 
OF THE “Hello” Girls. 
AND THEY say, too. 

THAT MANY a man. 
WOULD SURELY be in bad. 
AT HOME if the girl. 

AT THE switchboard. 
TOLD ALL she knew. 
AND DECIDED. 

THAT DISCRETION. 
SOMETIMES ISN’T. 

THE BETTER part of valor. 
BUT Be that as it may. 

I THINK we ought. 

TO STAND in with the girl. 
WHO HOLDS the destinies. 
OF THE world. 

AS IT were. 

IN THE HOLLOW of her hand. 
FOR WITHOUT her. 

WE WOULD swear. 


MORE FREQUENTLY. 
AND MORE vehemently. 
THAN WE do. 

AND YET on the other hand. 
I THINK she might. 

SHOW A little more temper. 
AND A little more pep. 
SOMETIMES WHEN JI call. 
TO HER and give her. 
THE WRONG number. 

I THINK she should. 
CHANGE THE stated salutation. 
SOMETIMES. 

AND REVERSE the letters. 
WHEN I say “hello.” 

AND THEN accuse her. 

OF DELIBERATELY. 
GIVING ME the wrong number. 
WHEN AS ‘a matter. 

OF FACT I couldn’t read. 
THE “FOAM dictionary.” 

I THANK You. 
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Miss Sarah Horn, chief operator at York, 
spent Sunday in Aurora. 

On the evening of January 8th, at the 
McCloud Hotel at York, a ‘get together” 
meeting was held by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Company. A banquet was served at 
which Mr. Wheeler of Hastings presided 
as Toastmaster. Short talks of the differ- 
ent phases of the business and operation 
of the company were made by J. M. Bell 
and C. N. Beaver, as well as by Mr. 
Caster, Mr. Gann, Mr. W. E. Bell, Mr. Mur- 
phy and Mr. Wheeler. The remainder of 
the evening was spent in dancing and 
pleasant conversation. A most enjoyable 
evening was spent by all present, which 
included: Mr. and Mrs. Rakestraw and 
Welcome Westervelt, Benedict; Mrs. Fox, 
Vivian Shubert, Olive Mason and Carl 
Gantt, Bradshaw; the Misses Misner, 
Hampton; Miss Jacks, Miss Plone and Mr. 
Dryer, McCool; Mr. Adams, Gresham; Mr. 
and Mrs. Copple, Waco; Messrs. and Mes- 
dames Coffendaffer, Adkins, French, Stur- 
tevant, Bayley, Thrasher and Young; 
Misses Freda Sanman, Ardath Binford, 
Lela Butte, Ella Conrad, Edith Cox, Grace 
Driebelbis, Clara Flock, Alice Giller, Mary 
Cooper, Grace Giller, Pauline Hesler, Sarah 
Horn, Mildred Johnson, Ruth Jose, Bernice 
McGowan, Bessie Miller, Ruth Moulton, 
Sertrude Price, May Price, Ada Shipp. 
Marie Stafford, Myrtle Swanson, Bertha 
Workentime, Nadeen Bennett, Mr. Thoman, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Bell and Mr. and Mrs. 
C. N. Beaver, all of York; W. EB. Bell, M. T. 
Caster, H. H. Wheeler and G K. Gann of 
Lincoln; H. W. Wheeler, R. E. Murphy and 
W. C. Cooper of Hastings. 

Thursday evening, January 8th, sixty- 
five employees of the Nebraska City Ex- 
change held their annual “get together” 
banquet at the Grand Hotel, followed by 
dancing at the G. A. R. Hall, and a special 
performance at the Paramount Theatre 
at eleven o’clock. R. O. Parks, District 
Traffic Chief, presided at the banquet and 
conducted the oratory which flowed at 
various times. Many matters of interest 
to the workers were discussed and a 
“question box” was conducted. Those from 
Beatrice headquarters of the Southern 
District who were present in addition to 
Mr. Parks, were Mrs. Sybil Brandt, Travel- 
ing Chief Operator, J. Pugsley, District 
Plant Chief, W. H. Caman, District Com- 
mercial Manager, C. O, Walker, District 
Inspector, and W. P. Kimball, District 
Traffic Chief of the Hastern District. 

Every employe of the local plant, includ- 
ing 24 operators, were present at the din- 
ner. During the time the regular night 
operators were off, seven or eight former 
operators took their places at the switch- 
board at the local plant. 

Miss Nellie McGowan has resigned at 
the York office, and is to become a bride 
in the near future. Miss MeGowan was 
tendered a shower by the girls of the of- 
fice. Many pretty and useful gifts were 
received by the _ bride-to-be. Refresh- 
ments were served and a good time was 
had by all present. 

Anna Rumsen, night operator at Seward, 
was given a surprise party on January 
23rd, when her fellow operators gathered 
at the hospitable home of Jessie Landon, 
assistant chief operator, about nine thirty 
and awaited her arrival. Miss Landon had 
asked Miss Rumsen to the movies and 
after the show made an excuse that she 
had something down home to show her. 


Miss Anna Rumsen, Seward operator for 2 
number of years, who has been transferred 
to Lincoln Toll. 


After quite a bit of talking Miss Rumsen 
was finally persuaded to go and on enter- 
ing the house was met with cries of ‘‘sur- 
prise.” A three-course luncheon was 
served by the hostess. With the “(first 
course toasts were given. Miss Rumsen 
was asked to read hers first and was then 
requested to open the little suit case at 
her place and was surprised to find therein 
a souvenir spoon, a gift from the girls. 
After supper a series of games were 
flayed and they started for home in the 
wee-small hours of the morning wishing 
Miss Rumsen the best of success in her 
new work at the Lincoln office. 


A Psalm of Operating. 
I depend on my Chief Operator, 
I shall not want.. 
She maketh me to work well; 
She restoreth my pep. 
She leadeth me by good-will to 
Learn new phrases. 
She teacheth me to communicate clearly 
For the service’s sake. 
Yea, though I toil through many difficulties, 
I shall not lose my temper. 
My pay check do comfort me. 
She scoldeth me not in the presence 
Of the whole work room. 
She adorns my head with a headset, 
And my ears heareth many things, 
Surely, all the girls will follow her 
New directions through their time, 
And plug away in peace forever. 

—An Employee. 
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GENERAL SHOP AND STOREROOM 
NOTES. 

Miss Lockard has reported on duty 
again after a siege of sickness. We are 
surely glad to have her with us again. 

Mr. Carlton Stanton helped out in the of- 
fice during the absence of Miss Lockard. 

Mr. Elliott has made several changes in 
the methods used in the supplying of ma- 
terial. Now we are able to get shipments 
out on the “jump.” 

Several of the force joined in the merry 
Mixer which was held in the K. of C. Hall, 
January 28th. All report that they thor- 
oughly enjoyed themselves. 

Harry Bell, Robert DeVore, F. Higgen- 
botham, T. A. Whiting, underwent a short 
siege of the “Flu.” 

W. T. Backus may be seen any morning 
driving to work in his new “Flivver.” 
Some class Wallace, ‘Eh.’ 

H. Shilling has been working in the 


shop while recovering from a broken leg 


W. N. Rife has been employed in the 
General Shop. 

J. Haberman was transferred to Friend 
during the past few weeks. 

Miss Josephine Hall is at home suffer- 
ing from “Flu.” Here’s hoping she gets 
well in a hurry. 

The shop has reached its high water 
mark in telephone production. During the 
month of January 606 telephones were re- 
built. Mr. Huddleson says he would like 
to receive any complaints on these re- 
built telephones. He will use these com- 
‘plaints to help him raise the quality of the 
product. : 


The above picture shows the new central 


District officers and operators of the 
Lincoln Telephone Company held a “get 
together” meeting at Friend, Thursday at- 
ternoon and evening of January 22nd. The 
afternoon meeting was held in the San 
Carlo Theatre and the time was profitably 
spent in discussing such subjects as ser- 
vice, energy, economy, justice and co-oper- 
ation. The history of the company was 
also reviewed. At 6 o’clock a three-course 
dinner was served at the Coronado Hotel, 
and a jolly hour and a half spent at the 
tables. Between the courses songs were 
sung under the leadership of R. BE. Mur- 
phy, of Hastings. Mayor C. E. Bowlby 
and Editor E. A. Brown of the Sentinel, 
upon invitation joined the company at the 
hotel.and partook of the splendid feed. To 
make it possible for the Friend operators 
to attend the festivities, operators of 
former days, Mrs. Frank Houston and 
Mrs. Roy Gretsch, were called into service 
at the switchboard. Those present at the 
afternoon meeting and banquet were: M. 
T. Caster, W. P. Kimball and Miss Sey- 
mour, Lincoln; H. W. Wheeler, W. C. 
Cooper, R. E. Murphy and Miss MacDon- 
ald, Hastings; Miss Keenan, Grafton; R. J. 
Rogers, Miss Prescott, Misses Stephenson, 
Walker and Sturm, Fairmont; Mr. and 
Mrs. Rex Alley, Mrs. Hiatt, and Mr. Miller, 
Exeter; Mr. and Mrs. A. Winders, Misses 
Novak and Laum, Milligan; Misses Simp- 
son, Creek, Thomas and Real, Dorchester; 
C. Haberman, John Rohrig, Jr., H. Haber- 
man, Misses Tillie Larsen, Anna Haber- 
man Shunk, BHichenour, Klein, and Mrs. 
Preston, Friend. 


office equipment recently installed at Shelby. 
Mrs. Joe Abrams, Chief Operator at the right of the switeh board with Miss Gertrude Boehm, 
working at the switchboard. Mr. and Mrs, Abrams are largely responsible for the development 
and progressive spirit that prevails at Shelby. 


Nea ee a 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 17 


An entertainment in the form of a din- 
ner and theatre party was held the eve- 
ning of February 6th, for the employees 
of the local commercial office, Lincoln ex- 
change. The dinner was given at 6:30 in 
the Chinese Room of the Lincoln Hotel. 
Shortly after 8 o’clock, following the din- 
ner, the entire party adjourned to the Or- 
Pheum Theatre and there enjoyed a very 
food program, 

Unfortunately several people were un- 
able to attend on account of sickness. Mr. 
W. §j§Thorgrimson, District Commercial 
Manager, had made all arrangements to be 
present but due to an attack of the “Flu” 
he could not be there. Mr. F. A. Walker 
and wife, and Mr. F. S. Holmes and wife, 
were also compelled to be absent due to 
Sickness in their families. We were very 
sorry that these peopie could not be with 
us for we know that it would have added 
much to the enjoyment of the occasion if 
everyone could have been present. 


During the course of the dinner several 
musical numbers were given both by the 
employees and outside guests. Mr. Koby 
Sirinsky, violinist, known as the “boy 
wonder,’ rendered several very fine solos 
that were much enjoyed by everyone. Miss 
Irene Duncan and Mr. Howard Grantham 
also gave several very fine selections on 
the piano and saxophone. They were later 
accompanied by Mr. Sirinsky. Mr. Ralph 
Seguin, of the Auditor’s office, was also 
present and gave several very fine read- 
ings especially prepared for the occasion. 
One of the readings, a humorous character 
sketch of the local office, was the cause of 
much merriment. Donald Thorgrimson, 
son of our District Commercial Manager, 
who was present in the absence of -his 
father, favored us in giving his famous 
Egyptian toe dance. 

The Editor of ‘The News tells ms the 


space is not sufficient to give the names of 
all present so suffice it to say that all of 
the employees were present other than 
those mentioned above, and that each and 
everyone spent a very enjoyable evening. 

On Tuesday evening, January 27th, the 
employees of the Fairbury exchange were 
entertained at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. G. Bennett. The affair was in the na- 
ture of a farewell party for the oldest 
member of the local employees, Miss Alma 
Lang, who will leave with her mother, in 
a short time, for Califorzin where they 
are going for the benefit of the latter’s 
health. Miscellaneous games and an im- 
promptu musical program furnished the 
entertainment for the evening after which 
twenty guests partook of a two-course 
luncheon. The departing member was 
presented with an electric toaster, a gift 
from the employees. 


Wednesday evening, January 28th, 
marked an event in the history of the 
Western District that will not be soon for- 
gsotten by the employees. This was the 
date of the “get together” meeting of tele- 
phone employees of Adams County. One 
hundred thirty-one employees and their 


Wives gathered in the Clarke Hotel ball ° 


room at 5 o’cloeck where shop talk was in- 
dulged in for about two hours. Short 
talks were made by M. T. Caster, Plant 
Superintendent, W. C. Cooper, District 
Commercial manager, H. W. Wheeler, Dis- 
trict Plant Chief. R. EK. Murphy. District 
Traffic: Chief. Miss Mildred MacDonald, 
Traveling Chief Operator, and others. Fol- 
lowing this an informal question box was 
opened, which was presided over by Mr. 
Cooper. Subjects of importance to all de- 


partments were brought up and discussed 
from different view points, which brought 
out ideas that will no doubt have a tend- 
ency to improve the conditions throughout 
the District. 

At eight o’clock all gathered in the main 
dining room where a banquet was greatly 
enjoyed by all present. The courses were 
intervened by popular songs, which gave 
the meeting a spirit of congeniality. 

Mrs. J. J. Moorehead rendered an orig- 
inal humorous reading which was greatly 
appreciated and enjoyed by all. After the 
banquet, all returned to the ball room 
where the remainder of the evening was 
spent in dancing, music for which was fur- 
nished by Van Fleet’s four-piece orchestra. 

From the expressions made the follow- 
ing day, every one enjoyed the meeting 
to the fullest extent and it is believed 
that a great deal of benefit was derived 
from this meeting in bringing together 
member of the _ different departments 
which otherwise would seldom meet ex- 
cepting “over the wire.” 

On Décember 21st quite a change oc- 
curred in the operating force at Red Cloud 
when Miss Lela Barrett, chief operator, 
was married to Mr. Harold Moranville, of 
Hemingford. Mr. and Mrs. Moranville will 
make their home on a ranch near Heming- 
ford. We all wish Mrs. Moranville happi- 
ness in her new home. 

Miss Margaret Dickson has been em- 
ployed as operator at Red Cloud. For the 
past year she has been employed at Hast- 
ings. 

Miss Bertha Hovel was promoted to the 
position of chief operator at Red Cloud. 

Miss Faythe Kontz entertained the 
operators at Red Cloud at a theatre party 
on January 22nd. After the theatre the 
operators were entertained at the Kontz 
home. Ice cream and cake were served at 
a late hour. 

Mr. Kimball and Mr. Caster were for- 
tunate enough to receive an invitation to 
the “Leap Year” dance ‘while in Friend, 
the evening of January 22nd. Did they 
have a good time? Just ask them. 

Mr. Caster says, “Everybody Two-step.” 

Mrs. Preston, night operator at Friend, 
spent one day last month shopping in Lin- 
coln. 

The operators at Friend were treated to 
$2.50 worth of candy in one day, in appré- 
ciation of good service rendered. 

Miss Kathryn JBonlcott, opeartor at 
Hastings, was transferred to the Clarke 
Hotel as P. B. X. operator. 

Miss Lillian Brandt, former line opera- 
tor at Hastings, is assisting in the Hast- 
ings exchange. It seems like old times to 
have her with us again. 

Miss Grace Dreibelbis, formerly assist- 
ant chief operator at Hastings, who has 
been assisting in the various exchanges in 
the Western District, has been transferred 
to the Hastings exchange. It is a pleas- 
ure to have our “‘old”’ girls back. 

_ Miss Thresa Hayen, operator at Hast- 
ings, was aksent from duty several days 
while having her eyes treated. : 

Miss Marjorie Haynes, ‘A’ operator at 
Hastings, was absent from duty several 
days while taking her examination for a 
teacher’s certificate. We wish her Sood 
luck. ; 

Miss Irreda Hoffman, line operator at 
Hastings, enjoyed a visit with friends and 
relatives at McCook. 

Miss Kathryn Hynes, line operator at 
Hastings, has returned from an extended 
furlough. She acknowledged a homesick 
feeling for us and a longing to get back to 
work, which we appreciated. 
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Joy Dobbs, Southern Dist. Foreman. No, 
Joy is not posing, he is trying to keep his 
hands warm, and sight in the new DeWitt- 
Western toll pole line. 


Miss Opal Kish, student operator at 
Hastings, resigned the 19th to take up 
other work. 

The Misses Lena and Oma Lanfear, oper- 
ators at Hastings, visited home folks at 
Hansen over Sunday. 

The Misses Battereal, Mellinger, Paris 
and Tresenriter have been employed in the 
Hastings exchange. 

Miss Genevieve Pfeiderer, line operator 
at Hastings, enjoyed a visit with home 
folks in Kansas. 

Miss Viola Richeson, chief operator at 
Geneva, formerly a line operator at Hast- 
ings, was a visitor in the Hastings ex- 
change while on her vacation. 

The Misses Helen and Lillian Seeman, 
operators at Hastings, spent Sunday with 
home folks. 

Miss Edna Vastine, who has been assist- 
ing in the Hastings office, temporarily, re- 
signed the 17th. We heartily appreciate 
the assistance of former operators. 

Mrs. Florence Greenlief is assisting in 
the Hastings exchange temporarily. 

Mrs. Bessie Lingren, former line opera- 
tor and supervisor at Hastings, was a 
pleasant caller in the Hastings exchange. 
At present Mr. and Mrs. Lindgren are lo- 
cated on a ranch near Wray, Colorado. 

Mrs. Oscar Hanson, formerly Lenora 
Johnson, stenographer in the commercial 
department at Hastings, was a pleasant 
ealler in the Hastings office. 

Miss Nualla Clemow, night “A” operator 
at Hastings, resigned and has gone to her 
home in Canada. 

Miss Hazel Stover, formerly an operator 
in the Hastings exchange, was re-em- 
ployed on January 16th. 

Miss McDonald, our new traveling chief 
operator, paid the York office a visit this 
month. 


uary 13th. 


Miss Elizabeth Machurek, who has been 
a member of the David City traffic force 
for several years, has been promoted to 
assistant chief operator. Miss Machurek 
is making good and we are expecting her 
to make a good chief operator in.the near 
future. 

Miss Margaret Bradley, who has been 
employed in the traffic department at 
David City for several months, has been 
transferred to the plant department as 
clerk in the Wire Chief’s department. 

C. H. Wood, manager at David City, has 
organized the three departments under his 
supervision into a one thousand club. This 
club, which includes the entire working 
force of the David City exchange are 
pledged for one thousand telephones on 
the David City board before the year 1921. 
Watch David City. 

The switchroom has been hard hit by 
the recent epidemic. The following have 
been aksent from the office on this ac- 
count: I. Lansing, Chas. Brown, F. 8. 
Nichols, C. H. Johnson, A. H. Pates, John 
Durkee, A. J. Hanapel, Florence Brown, 
Harold Wallick and L. Saunders. 

Chass Brown has just finished a peg 
count on the Lincoln automatic exchange. 

The L6600 board is now cut in service. 
This is the fourth new board to be cut in 
Fe in the main office since October 15, 
1919. 

L. Saunders, of the Lincoln switchroom, 
spent nine days at Peterson, Iowa, with 
his brother who was very § sick. His 
Erother’s condition is now much improved. 

J. D. Shiek, Manager at Crab Orchard, 
attended the “Mixer” at Tecumseh, Jan- 


L. O. McClintock, Manager, and the 
Misses Gillan and Mann, operators at 
Humboldt, visited at the Beatrice office 
and attended the ‘‘Mixer” there this month. 
On the way home, they had the pleasure 
of visiting the Lincoln office. 

Misses Kathleen Goddard and Mary 
James, operators, Miss Catherine Gillan, 
chief operator, Harry K. Norton and R. L. 
Dalton, troublemen at Humboldt, attended 
the “Mixer” at Tecumseh. They report a 
very enjoyable, as well as beneficial time. 

The following Lincoln operators have 
been confined to their homes with the 
erippe: Miss Freidrickson, Miss Heagy, 
Miss Kulper, Miss Litl, Miss Owen, Miss 
Voss, Miss Steward, Miss Westbrook, and 
Miss Seymour. : 

Mrs. Wilkinson, line operator, Lincoln, 
was called to Iowa on account of the 
death of an aunt. 

The Lincoln operating department ex- 
tend their sympathy to Miss Ella Rasmus- 
sen, “B” supervisor, on account of her 
sister’s death, which was caused by burns 
she had received. 


CLUB ROOM NOTES. 

“Thorgy,’ one of our genial House Com- 
mittee, has been a subject of the 1920 
“Rlu.” We are glad, however, he is re- 
covering. The boys at noon sent him 
some flowers while he was in bed and 
which he greatly appreciated. 

The pool table has been dressed with a 
new suit of green and the boys are yvieing 
each other with the careful preser- 
vation of the same. The balls surely do 
roll well now. 

The finals of the contests seem to lag. 
Why don’t you’ finish them, boys? Harry 
Palmquist carried off the honors for crib- 
bage, defeating Will Rustin in the play of 
the finals. 

Mrs. Perry has been re-employed at the 
York office. 


Alma Anderson, Leona’ Henderson, Ethel 
Opper and Jessie Landon, operators at 
Seward, were absent recently on account 
of sickness. 

About forty-five employees of the Lin- 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Company in 
Polk County, gathered at the Scott Hall 
at Stromskurg Wednesday, January 14th, 
for an informal conference. During the 
afternoon the different phases of the tele- 
phone work were considered . A round 
table talk was participated in by the em- 
Ployes from the different exchanges. At 
6:30 a sumptuous banquet was served by 
the Ladies’ Bible Class of the M. E. 
Church. The tables were beautifully deco- 
rated with Ophelia roses and place cards 
were used containing the words of popu- 
lar airs which the guests enjoyed singing 
between courses. After the banquet a so- 
cial good time was enjoyed by all. Pro- 
fressive games was the method of enter- 
tainment and in these games Mrs. Beetum 
of Polk and Mr. Wilson of Osceola were 
the lucky winners of the highest score. 
After this part of the program, music and 
dancing completed the evening’s pleasure. 
The meeting resulted in general feeling of 
good fellowship. Those present at the 
meeting were: Mr. and Mrs. Halversteadt, 
Mr. C. Propst, Mr. and Mrs. Mills, Mr. 
Cummings, Mr. Harris, Mr. Steever, Mr. 
Brown, Mr. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Caster- 
line, Mrs. Dahlberg, Miss Gillispie, Miss 
Jackson, Miss Woberg, Miss Finn, Miss 
Tennis, and Miss Matheson, all of Osceola; 
Miss Roberts, Miss Swanson, Miss Peter- 
son, Miss Ruby Palm, Miss Lillian Palm, 
Miss Johnson, Mrs. Colenick, Mr. Teadter, 
Eari Presson and Mr. and Mrs. Presson, all 


of Stromsburg; Mr. and Mrs. White, Mrs.. 


Hartman, Mrs. Butom, Miss Sedam, Miss 
Johnson and Mr. Mitchell, of Polk; Mr. and 
Mrs. Abrams and Mrs. Boehn, of Shelby; 
Mr. R. E. Murphy, Mr. H. W. Wheeler and 
Captain Ojers of Hastings and Mr. W. E. 
Bell of Lincoln. t 

Mrs. Brandt, traveling chief operator, in 
the Southern District, spent several days 
in the Humboldt office recently. Her visit 
was surely a help and inspiration to the 
operators. 

Miss Lera Zook is a student-operator at 
the Humboldt exchange. 

Miss Kathleen Goddard, who has been an 
operator at Humboldt for almost four 
years, has resigned and will go to her 
home at Tecumseh, early in February. We 
are sorry to loose her. 

R. L. Dalton, of the plant department at 
Humboldt, has moved his family from 
Table Rock, Nebraska, and they will make 
their home at Humboldt in the future. 

Miss Irma Brown, night operator at Sut- 
ton, spent several days visiting friends in 
Lincoln the latter part of the month. 

Saturday night, January 24th, the opera- 
tors at Sutton gave a farewell party in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy and Miss 
Mildred MacDonald. Mr. Kennedy has 
been Manager at Sutton for two years, 
and Mr. Olson of Hastings will be his suc- 
cessor. Miss MacDonald was formerly 
Chief Operator at Sutton, but has accepted 
the position of Traveling Chief Operator 
in the Western District. Miss Marie 
Sheehy has accepted the position of Chief 
Operator to succeed Miss MacDonald. A 
delicious lunch was served by several of 
the operators and later in the evening 
Miss MacDonald was given a leather 
traveling kit. This was presented by the 
operators to show their appreciation and 
esteem, as they ali deeply regret having 
her leave their midst. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 19 


Miss Clara Wach and Miss Hila Nuss, 
operators at Sutton, are the proud pos- 
sessors of $5.00, given them by an appre- 
ciative salesman. 

Miss Marie Sheehy, chief operator at 
Sutton, spent several day visiting friends 
in Lincoln. 

On the afternoon of the 16th a meeting 
was held in the classroom in the telephone 
building at Lincoln for the Managers, 
Wire Chiefs and Chief Operators of the 
Central District. The meeting convened 
at 2 o’clock, and in addition to the above 
mentioned, five or six attended from Lin- 
coln. W. P. Kimball presided over the 
meeting. 

Prior to answering and discussing ques- 
tions handed in by the district men and 
employees, short talks were made by Mr. 
Hurtz on general conditions: Mr. Lemon 
on the Employees Benefit Fund, Mr. Bohm 
on co-operation and Mr. Russell on pro- 
posed stock sale. The meeting was then 
turned over to the employees, so to speak, 
and a great interest was shown in discus- 
sion of questions. The meeting was ad- 
journed at 5:30 and the tributary em- 
Ployees went through the switchroom un- 
der the guidance of Messrs Risser and 
Lansing. At 6:30 the entire assembly met 
in the Chinese Room at the Lincoln Hotel 
where a dinner was given them. During 
this dinner songs were sung, stories told 
and with the help of toy balloons, fancy 
hats and whistles, a more or less hilarious 
time was had. At 8:30 everybody went to 
the Orpheum where a very good bill was 
presented. 

Miss Violet Abernathy and Ruth Metz, 
supervisors at Nebraska City, were in 
charge of the office at Otoe during the ab- 
sence of Mrs. Daisy Anderson, the regular 
manager. 2 

The City Lumber and Coal Company of 
Nebraska City, presented the girls with a 
lovely box of candy for good service ren- 
dered. 

Miss Margaret Hersche has been em- 
ployed in the traffic department at Ne- 
braska City. 

The Misses Elizabeth Marquis and Anna 
Kissel, of Nebraska City, have graduated 
from the Traffic Correspondence School 
during the months of December and Jan- 
uary. 

Miss Ernestene Blumel, of the commer- 
cial department at Nebraska City, attended 
the banquet at Beatrice, January 21st. 

Miss Julia Coffey, of Nebraska City, left 
the employ of the company January 31st. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Company has purchased as of February 
1st, 1920, the exchanges at Steele City and 
Endicott, formerly operated by the Steele 
City Telephone Company. Mr, Dudly O. 
Bundy is appointed local manager of the 
exchanges. Miss Lily Nice is appointed 
chief operator and cashier of the Steele 
City Exchange,‘and Mrs. Lulu McCreight 
is appointed chief operator and cashier at 
Endicott. 

Miss Mildred Navacek, who is a member 
of the traffic force at David City, has been 
doing relief work at Brainard for the past 
two or three weeks. Miss Navacek re- 
ports a good time while there. We have 
not as yet learned what the special attrac- 
tion is. 

The telephone office at Shickley has been 
greatly improved by the addition of a rail- 
ing. The public, however, does not seem 
to realize it was put there for a special 
purpose and no doubt it will be necessary 
to padlock the gate if the operators desire 
to maintain their newly acquired privacy. 
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/ Miss Doris Snow and Miss Lois McFarlane, 
Supervisors at Auburn Exchange. 


Mrs. Nora Dilworth, night operator, and 
Miss Francis Protsman, “A’”’ operator, at 
yaee Orchard, are reported on the sick 
ist. 

Miss Clara Schmitt, chief operator at 
Crab Orchard, spent a few days in Beatrice 
recently. 

Miss Grace Spencer, operator at Univer- 


sity Place, helped out at the Wahoo of-’ 


fice during the last of January. 

Miss Helen Thompson has been re-em- 
ployed in the University Place office. 

Mrs. Fern DeLand, an operator at Fair- 
mont, resigned the latter part of Deceme- 
ber. She expects to leave soon for Bur- 
well, Texas, to make her home. 

Miss Bessie Havermole, of Havelock, has 
been employed in the University Place of- 
fice. 

Mr. Albers, the troubleman at University 
Place, has been sick with the influenza, 
but is now slowly recovering. 

Mr. Shuck, switchboard man at the Lin- 
coln office, has been transferred to the 
University place office. 

About forty employees of the various 
exchanges in Seward County met in 
Seward Tuesday afternoon and evening, 
January 13th, in a “get together” confer- 
ence. During the afternoon a question box 
was conducted and a general dicussion of 
each question asked had and the _ after- 
noon passed very quickly. In the evening 
dinner was served at the Baptist Church 
by the ladies of that church, and later at 
the hall, games and dancing were indulged 
in. It was the unanimous vote of all pres- 
ent that this was one of the best meetings 
held in this part of the country. Those 
who enjoyed the event were: Mr. and Mrs. 
Overcash, Laura Douty, Gladys Langen- 
heim, Mr. and Mrs. Bert Miers, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Miers, Mr. and Mrs. C. Miers, 
Albert Jake, Nellie Gumbel, Alma Ander- 
son, Amanda Fuehung, Mildred Gumbel, 
Leona Henderson, Jessie Landon, Alma 
Miers, Ethel Opper and Anna Rumsen of 
Seward; Mr. and Mrs. Noyes and Mrs. Ram- 
sey, Tamora; Mr. Helm, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Knudson, Beaver Crossing; Mr. and 
Mrs. Rabb, Clara Hintz, and Maude 
Daniels, Milford; Eva Kapke, Clyde Rick 
and Miss Stocker, Garland; Mr. and Mrs. 
Wirthel, Cordova; Miss Seymour, W. E. 
Bell, W. P. Kimball, F. E. Behm, C. L. 
Blodgett and K. B. Cary, Lincoln. 

Miss Grace Dreibelbis, of York has been 
transferred to the Hastings office. 


Miss Mary Price, of York, has resumed 
her work after spending several days at 
home under quarantine. 

Miss Muriel Dixon, of York, has resigned 
her position and returned to her home in 
Geneva. 

Messrs. Wheeler and Murphy of Hast- 
ings, were York visitors this month. 

The Misses Lena and Oma Lanfear, 
operators at Hastings, visited relatives 
at Hansen over Sunday. 

Miss Wauneta Maryme, line operator at 
Hastings, is enjoying a visit from her 
sister, Mrs. White, who worked for the 
Company several years ago. 

EK. L. Klein, troubleman on the Fair- 
bury exchange, has been transferred to 
the plant department of the Marysville 
exchange. 

Miss Clara Wach, of Sutton, spent a 
Sunday in Harvard recently. 

Miss Mary Scheideman and Miss Hilda 
Nuss, of Sutton, were Lincoln visitors 
during the month. 

Miss Mildred MacDonald, chief operator 
at Sutton, returned the first of the month 
from a ten days’ vacation spent in Lin- 
coln and Osceola. 

Miss Lele Butte and Mrs. Miller, for- 
merely Miss Bess Freeman, have been re- 
employed in the York office. Both are 
experienced toll operators. 

Miss Marquardt, “A’”’ operator at York, 
has been granted an extended furlough 
and is spending: the winter in New Or- 
leans. 

Miss Pauline Hesler, line operator at 
York, has returned from a month’s vaca- 
tion which she spent visiting friends an@ 
relatives in Exira, Towa. 

Mr. Murphy was a pleasant York visitor 
this month. 

Miss Ella Conrad spent Christmas in 
David City, visiting home folks. 

Miss Verne Emerick, of the Fairbury 
commercial department, visited the Beat- 
rice traffic department. December 12th. 

The Beatrice office is almost a ‘family 
affair.” Miss Laura McNabb was employed 
by the Beatrice traffic department during 
December. Miss Laura is the fourth Mc- 
Nabb girl to work in the Beatrice office. 
She is a sister to our Chief Operator 
Mrs. Sharp. We also have the Stanley 
sisters, Ruth and Rethal, Misses Merle and 
Blanche Hadley, Clara, Martha and Mar- 
garet Schmitt, and Mrs. Brandt, the 
traveling chief operator, whose daughter 
is assistant chief operator at Beatrice. 
The Schmitt sisters have another sister 
Agnes, working on the “B” board in the 
Lineoln office, and a sister, Katherine, 


‘who works local for the Kansas Citv 


Home Telephone Company. Can anybody 
boast of a larger “Telephone family?” 

The fact that in so many instances more 
than one out of a family is employed in 
the same work, speaks well for the work. 
If the first to try a new line of work 
doesn’t like the employers, the environ- 
ment or the work, it is certain they don’t 
recommend it to their family. It also 
speaks well for the loyalty of our girls. 
They must think that the treatment and 
the wages they receive from the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Company is worth 
advertising and boasting. 

Miss Terry, “A” operator at Beatrice, 
has been off a few days on account of a 
severely sprained arm. 

Miss Grace Langdale, rural operator at 
Beatrice, has been in Wakefield, Nebr., 
for some time caring for her sister who 
is very ill. 

_Miss Gertie and Bertie Hartley, Univer- 
sity Place operators, have resigned and 
moved to Wyoming. 
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OFFICIALS OF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
FRANE, H. WOODS 00 2..2.00.:.ccceccceescensnn canes nocecccssnscscsececcesemsecsaeennseneeeek TESIGENt 
S. H. BURNHAM.........-— awweeu--ae-s ViC@-President 
COS. BITS Ne cai ee Tey ein tel So Treasurer 
Cc. P. RUSSELL.....................-....... secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
L. B. HURT Zen nn nce uw eceeeeaccncecersscesrereeceseensswseeceemece---eneral Manager 
W. L. LEMON... See coer a csdnte A UGItOr 


COMMERCIAL 
R. E. MATTISON.......~.....0..—-.—..........-2-0----------Commercial Superintendent 
W. THORGRIMSON....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
W. E. BELL................District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. H. CAMAN............District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
W. C. COOPER...........District Commercial Manager, Western District 


PLANT 
M. T. CASTER.....--..... sereemseneeuseceseneee-----Flant Superintendent 
H. H. WHEELER, Jr..u..-u--.-an.e.ne-oecseeenenneenseeeseeeern-oese-ees---Plant Engineer 
F. E. BEHM............W........-..........District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
J. PUGSLEY............................District Plant Chief, Southern District 
H. W. WHEELER......._.............District Plant Chief, Western District 
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TRAFFIC 
GEO. EK. GANN 1... ne... sececscensceeeceesersecseserecereseesseveee LFafiic Superintendent 
R. S. BREWSTER... noe. e cece cence eeereeeeererneeeeeeeeee LTaffic Engineer 
W. P. KIMBALL.....................District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
R. O. PARKS..........................--District Traffic Chief, Southern District 
R. E. MURPHY......_.....—..........District Traffic Chief, Western District 


“LUCK” IS A MIGHTY POOR 
COMPASS TO STEER BY. 
THE CHANCE TAKER IS THE 
ACCIDENT MAKER. 
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OOD SERVICE is this Comany’s best asset, It, 

therefore, follows that it is to the best interests 
of each employee that ‘“‘Service’ be our watchword. 
The larger the Company’s assets, the greater each 
employee’s opportunities. 


One of the first requisites for Good Service is 
Courtesy, 2 most wonderful business builder, There- 
fore, Courtesy must be shown by all employees—not 
only the switchboard operator, but the lineman, in- 
spector, installer, troubleman, ottice clerk, in fact, 
every employee alike. It is true that the operator has 
more opportunities to practice Courtesy because she 
is constantly in touch with the public. It is she 
who can make friends innumerable for the Company 
by extending courteous treatment at every opportun- 
ity. On the other hand, each employee has many op- 
portunities, in the course of the day, to make friends 
or enemies for the Company. Each can by courteous 
treatment toward the publie improve the Company's 
Service, for Service is a broad word and covers not 
only the building up of a switehboard connection 
for telephone conversation, but all our business deal- 
ings and relations with the public. 


Therefore, let each employee practice Courtesy at 
nll times in order that the Company may be known 
for the Good Service it renders. Courtesy is each 
employee's best asset. So let not one of us willfully 
or thoughtlessly commit a discourteous act that may 
react upon the Company or his fellow employees and 
offset the best efforts of all of us. 
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PUTTING ON THE BRAKES 

The economic history of the United 
States, as well as of other nations, is 
full of incidents which prove that after 
every time of free spending and extra- 
vagance there comes a time when pinch- 
ing and panic prevails, when labor is 
scarce and wages low. The acuteness 
of the panic and the length of its dura- 
tion are measured exactly by the height 
of the folly and extravagance that pre- 
ceded it. 

Everybody—even those who are the 
worst offenders—agree that we are 
spending too much money now, but the 
trouble is to find enough persons to 
agree to put on the brakes at the same 
time. Governor McKelvie has under- 
taken to organize the state in the in- 
terest of concerted economy. He has 
named Mrs. Charles G. Ryan, a leading 
woman of the state, as chief director. 

It is Mrs. Ryan’s plan eventually to 
organize all of the women, as the buy- 
ers of the state, into an army to fight 
the high cost of living by agreeing to 
stop buying things they do not actually 
need when excessive prices are asked 
for them and also to refuse to buy neces- 
saries when the price is unreasonable. 
If they cannot find a satisfactory sub- 
stitute they will do without. The 
women of the country, who, by reason 
of their being the family buyers, feel 
the pinch of hard times ffirst, have 
learned—at least most of them have— 
that there are a surprisingly large num- 
ber of things a person can do without 
when they wish to, and yet be as happy, 
well and contented as before. 

There are two reasons that urge the 
necessity and wisdom of economy at a 
time when prosperity is with us. It 
will prevent the disastrous panic, the 
effects of which no one can dodge, by 
easing off gradually at a time when 
production is far behind the demand 
that now exists. It will also enable 
every person individually to avoid any 
bad effects if the hard times wind hits 
the country later. 

Economy does not mean to pinch and 
save at the expense of health and en- 
joyment. It merely means cutting off 


Cad 


the superfluities, ine ‘ines rit tieedad. 
and the buying of articles priced right 
and which are actually needed. Economy 
means buying less expensive cuts of 
meat, less expensive clothing and to 
quit stuffing on sweet things. The 
luxuries of yesterday have become the 
mecessities of today for too many per- 
sons for their own financial good. Econ- 
omy means going back to the rational 
standards of yesterday for awhile if we 
don’t want every dollar that we earn 
grabbed up by those we owe. 


HOW TO MAKE MONEY. 


One does not need to be a wizard of 
finance to find out how to make money 
at the present time. Dollars that have 
been worth only 30 and 40 and 50 cents 
for a time are going to be worth a lot 
more in the near future, and they will 
be back at par in a few years. Lay 
away some of these cheap dollars ac- 
quired now, and wait for the rise. 

If you desire to obtain interest on 
these cheap dollars while they are wait- 
ing to be exchanged for high-priced dol- 
lars invest them in the new series of 
stock the company is just now offering 
for sale. The value of a dollar lies in 
what it can be exchanged for. A dol- 
lar today can be exchanged for just so 
much food or clothing or any other de- 
sirable article, but in a year or two it 
will be possible to get more food or 
clothing or other things for the same 
dollar if, instead of making the ex- 
change now, you put the dollar away. 
This is plain, and it is about as certain 
as anything can be. 

But if, instead of laying away the 
dollars you have saved and wait for 
them to rise in exchangeable value, you 
invest them in Telephone company 
stock, which is the same price now as 
it was five years ago and which will be 
of the same value five years hence as it 
is now, you have your money safe- 
guarded as well as though you had 
locked it up in a safe deposit vault, and 
you will be paid $7 a year for the use 
of each $100 of it while you are waiting 
for the dollars themselves to rise in 
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value. - ; 
This is no get rich quick scheme, but 
it is a safe play for the man or woman 
who desires to make sure. In addition 
there is this fact to be considered, that 
whether the exchange value of thedol- 
lars invested in the. stock goes up or 
down in the next few years, you cannot 
lose so long as the money is so invested 
because the 7 per cent return is upon a 
t00 per cent dollar and does not depend 
upon its exchange value. 


THE IMAGINARY AND THE REAL 


Novelists and dramatists will never be 
accused by the young women in the op- 
erating departments of the telephone 
companies of having idealized them 
when they paint them for their read- 
ers or visualize them for their audiences. 
The average writer has apparently had 
so little personal acquaintance with the 
girls who perform this public service 
that the imaginary “central” has little 
resemblance to the real. 

In his mind she is an overdressed, gos- 
siping, blondined young creature who has 
a piece of chewing gum within easy 
reach, if not within her mouth, not averse 
to flirting over the wire and eager to 
communicate all she knows on the slight- 
est provocation. When this creature of 
. the imagination is compared with the 
real article, the neatly garbed, intelligent, 
attending-strictly-to-business young wo- 
man, who is quick to detect the mushy 
philanderer and who shows her fidelity to 
her task at all hours, one wonders why 
some of those aspiring literary gentle- 
men do not see the opportunity for ac- 
quiring fame. 

Scarcely a month passes but that the 
newspapers do not record some heroic 
act on the part of women telephone op- 
erators, women who stick by their boards 
in the face of grave danger, who make 
Casabianca’s feat seem like the act of a 
seven-year-old, who brave death to save 
life and property. Surely these make 
better heroines of melodrama than the 
women who flag trains headed _ for 
washed-out bridges, and they have the 
pdvantage of suggesting a more wup-to- 
date theme. If they are seeking the cen- 
tral figures for a domestic drama, who 
_are better able to fill the bill than these 
soft-voiced. capable, alert young women? 

The literary gentlemen should visit a 
telephone exchange in operation and get 
their ideas revised. 


RATES AND PATRONS 
The average patron of the Nebraska 
telephone companies has accepted with- 


out much protest the small increases in - 


exchange and toll rates that necessity 
has forced. In very few cases has any- 
body appeared to protest, and where they 
did it was usually to use their best ef- 
forts to get some service condition cor- 
rected. In this they were met more than 
half way by the companies, and thus 
everything has resulted pleasantly. 

Twenty-five and fifty cents a month 
more does not mean much, in these days 
of high prices. One good meal, taken at 
a restaurant or a hotel, costs that much 
more than it did; one or two quarts of 
gasoline less a month will pay the in- 
crease. A few less cigars smoked, or 
one or two magazines less bought will 
take care of the increased phone charges. 

But twenty-five or fifty cents a month 
spells the difference between an insuffi- 
cient wage and a proper wage to oper- 
ators and plant men, between proper 
maintenance and letting things go so 
that service is affected; between a com- 
pany that can pay its way and keep its 
plant working and one that can do 
neither. It isn’t difficult to guess which 
kind of a company a live, progressive 
town wants. 

‘The average American is willing to 
pay a fair price and one that pays a 
profit, because he knows that unless this 
is the basis for any business that busi- 
ness will not last very long or do much 


good while it is in operation. Telephone > 


rates have become standardized, much 
more so than most staple articles, and the 
average patron knows what is a fair 
price. He knows this in just the same 
way that he knows the prices of other 
things. He expects to pay more when 
service costs more, and the fact that 
practically all of the increased revenue 
from increased rates has gone to the 
workers has satisfied him that he is not 
being butchered for any capitalistic holi- 
day. 

When an exchange manager runs 
across a man who thinks that he is 
paying more than he should, he ought to 
sit right down and show him the facts. 
It will pay because if the man has any 
fairness in his mental composition he will 
be convinced, and the company has won 
a friend instead of keeping a suspicious 
foe. 
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Miss Lena Lanfear, operator at Hastings. 
She has been in the service for a year and 
displays splendid ability in her work. 


THE VALUE OF CHEERFULNESS 


The person who is naturally cheerful 
has a distinct advantage over those who 
must acquire it. We say must acquire it, 
because you won’t last long in business 
nowadays unless you possess it, and if 
you are not born with it cultivate it. 

Some one has said, however, and it is 
true that as no man is really honest who 
is honest from motives of a policy so 
cheerfulness cultivated merely for the 
sake of getting on in business won’t help 
any. People are very quick to detect the 
spurious in one’s manner and speech, and 
then your efforts are wasted on them. 

Cheerfulness is worth cultivating for 
its sake and for your sake. It gives you 
confidence and self respect and gains the 
respect and affection of those with whom 
you work and with whom you deal. It 
puts vim and snap into your work, and 
makes it easy to accomplish. 

Forget the little annoyances of the 
present and the grievances of the past. 
Put the little worries away from you for 
after consideration, and then forget to 
recall them. Think of the little successes 


and the. little triumphs that have been 
yours and the pleasant things said to you, 
and the good times and pleasant experi- 
ences ahead. Under such conditions and 
in such an atmosphere cheerfulness will 
flower and give forth a fine perfume that 
will sweeten life. . 


UNDER BOLSHEVIKI RULE 


An idea of the beauties of living under 
a government where the ignorant, the 
idle and the brutal are the controlling 
element may be gained from the state- 
ment that under bolsheviki rule in Mos- 
cow the number of telephones has been 
reduced to 15,000. Technical reasons are 
given for the order, which probably 


‘means that fire and the sword had made 


a larger number unavailable. 


In putting this order into effect ‘the 
bolshevikist officials cut the number of 
their own telephones only 25 per cent, 
while every business house and factory 
had to be content with half the number 
it had found necessary. The object was 
to secure to everybody a phone which is 
to be located on the stairway, where it 
is supposed to be most accessible. 


If a neighbor has no phone he is en- 
titled to make use of the nearest one 
that he desires to use. If there remains 
any surplus after all who desire phones 
installed, the doctors and nurses are to be 
supplied. Imagine the sort of wisdom 
lodged in heads that place these most 
necessary connections at the bottom of 
the available list. 


Imagine also how many people will pay 
for a telephone when they can secure 
free use of somebody’s else when they de- 
sire to call somebody up. Imagine also 
a community that expects to prosper and 
grow where the business houses, upon 
which prosperity is based and which can- 
not give service without telephone con- 
nections, are limited in the number of 
instruments they may have. 


The sort of democracy that is being 
forcibly fed to the Russians is not of a 
sort that can exist very long. 


ee eee ee 
“Nurse, kin Ah go back to de front, to- 
morrow ?”’ 
“Certainly not,’’ said the nurse. “Y 
have lost a hand.’’ Si 


“Dat’t why Ah wants to go back. Ah left 
ma razor in dat hand.’’ 


A MENTAL MOVING PICTURE. 


Only prodigies and those whose men- 
tal machinery functions like the ordin- 
ary contrivance of steel and iron can 
so fix their minds on the task in hand 
that it does not wander the least little 
bit. Where these tasks do not require 
a complete concentration and where a 
co-worker pauses for some reason or 
another, irrelevant and queer thoughts 
flash through the mind. 


The human mind, no matter how 
hard its owner has tried to mould it 
so that it is set to go right through a 
task as a saw through a piece of wood, 
is bound to play tag. Cartoonist Briggs 
has sought to utilize this elemental fact 
of human nature to add to the joy of 
his readers, and so, while the day is 
young, let’s take a little peep into the 
minds of these fellow-workers of ours. 
As,.for instance: 2 


The Wire Chief. : 

“Another day, but same old chair, 
same old desk, same old plant an’ every- 
thing. Some snow. Everybody’ll phone 
everybody else today. Out of duplex 
and ground clamps, too. That’s a nice 
old mess. Why don’t that gang upstate 
ship us something inside of a year. Wil- 
son’s want an extension instead of an 
extension bell. Why can’t that commer- 
cial outfit make out an order right? 
The boss won’t stand for cable up north, 
so we gotta pull that slack mighty 
quick. Wish this batch of reports was 
all in. Wonder what those guys up 
above do with ’em. Not a switchboard 
bug today; fine, but gosh, only half the 
operators here. Some service, not. 
We’ll get a lot of kicks sure, but cheer 
up; may get a raise some day; already 
spent if I do get it. Whee, 9 o’clock al- 
ready, tomorrow’s Tuesday and next 
day Wednesday, half the week gone and 
not a lick done yet. Gotta get out the 
old pep box and get things goin’ good 
and strong because that inspector might 
make his annual visit soon.’’ 


The Operator. 

“Things a bit dull now; wish I’d get 
a sequence, so long since I got one I 
have forgotten how it looks; oh, here 
comes one now—a grain list. My, but 
he is a crank, and he never unwinds. 
He puts calls in, then leaves the office; 
then he says he gets rotten service. Gee, 
there comes that new girlie with pumps, 
lace stockings and a buneh of fur 
around round her neck; suppose she 
couldn’t wear the furs before because 
the pumps hadn’t come; her ankles 
must think the north pole is next door. 
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There’s old favorite ringing in again; 
that fellow sure has a swell voice. I 
wonder what he looks like. Wonder 
what makes this board so noisy, I’ve re- 
ported it several times? Hear that frog 
in that Beatrice operator’s throat; sure 
has a lovely old cold. Whatdye think 
about that? Old Man Just in From 
Farm couldn’t find any slots in pay sta- 
tion; musta thought we kept ’em on a 
string; bet he’ll call the manager be- 
cause he got the janitor on a A-Y call. 
Hope the service observer wasn’t in on 
that other call; but such is life. Gee, 
only 9; no one goes to work at our 
house before 10, except me, but I should 
worry; lamp the little lady on the end 
of the board, wonder how she gets her 
hair that way, looks like Elsie Fergu- 
son. Yeh, that’s right, ring my ear off.’’ 


A Stenographer. 


“T didn’t get all of this one. I'll have 
to guess at it; I wish the boss would 
watch his speedometer more carefully. 
I wonder what the new clerk’s name is. 
He sure is some looker; I wonder if he 
is married. That looks like ‘‘cabaret.’’ 
I’d like to know what the bookkeeper is 
scowling about; I suppose I’ll find out 
soon. Where does he get that noise. 
Boy, but that girl has a swell dress; I 
wonder what she paid for it. I don’t 
know just what that means but I guess 
he’ll know. I wonder why all good 
school children are so quiet when the 
teacher comes in. 
to the cleaners tomorrow. From the 
color of some of the top notches it is not 
necessary to conserve fuel in this office. 
It’s pretty cold. I think I’ll lunch down 
town (Burrrr). Where’s my pencil. 
(Burrrrr.) No more wool gathering 
today. I’m coming.” 


The Higher Up. 

“Get onto all those requisitions; plant 
must think we’ve got a little soviet 
printing press up here making money 
so they can get enough to spend; ho, 
hum, lot a truck here to get out today 
and I’ll bet the stenog will be late; 
nice old moon last night, all the hand- 
holders union was working. Get onto 
the kids with the stocking caps on out 
there on Thirteenth, stealing rides on 
their sleds behind coal and milk 
wagons. Those sure were the days— 
drat that telephone, whose feelings 
have been stepped on, now? Can’t even 
eet time to think of the good times we 
once had till we were jammed into this 
swivel chair and a time lock put on. I 
wonder if those kids, when they grow 
up, will be clock-watchers and pay en- 


This machine goes — 


at 
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velope-hefters instead of wanting to 


work hard and increase production. 
There is that pole saleman again. I 
wish—but maybe he’s somebody dar- 
ling, although he doesn’t look it, and 
somebody must pet him now and then. 
Might’s well be me today. Hear those 
kids yelling; confound it, who told me 
that life is rosy for the man who sits 
in the cushioned chair.’’ 

The Editor. 

‘Here it is around the first again, and 
not a bloody one of those promises of 
stuff has been kept. Mark said he wouid 
sure have a page story on the sleet 
storm, with pictures; but if I call him 
up I bet he’ll say he just hasn’t had 
time to get the stuff together. If I had 
all the time that guy wastes trying to 
convince himself he is a bottle pool 
player this thing would be coming out 
twice a week. I suppose Stoker will 
want another page ad of his correspond- 
ence school in this month. That bunch 
at Beatrice and Hastings are sure as- 
sistant editors, all right. Here’s a hunk 
of copy from them; bet life has been 
one glad sweet song again for those 
girls, unless Cam or Coop has been try- 
ing to sing it. And here’s some stuff 
from Plattsmouth, David City, Weeping 
Water, gee, all the girls are coming 
through with the copy this month. Wish 
I could get those highbrows who “yes, 
old chap, I’ll sure have something for 
you next month” con me every month, 
to come through. Guess I’ll have to 
drop the old oaken bucket into my own 
thought well again this whirl. When 
they sawed this job off on me I had 
the idea that all the folks who read this 
magazine would tumble to the fact that 
the more they put of themselves and 
their experiences into stories in it the 
better it would be, but I have a fat 
chance of getting much help. Well any- 
way, I hope all the employes will see 
the necessity of sending in news and 
pictures each month, and if they ever 
do you’ll see no more gray hairs on the 
editor’s head, and he might get a chance 
to go fishing now and then.’’ 

Plant Accountant. 

“Gee but it’s cold this morning. Never 
mind, fuel will hold out if our pocket 
books don’t. Reports will be out on 
time as usual if the adding machines 
hold out. Looks like another Y esti- 
mate this morning. How is it some of 
our bunch get so hungry at 11:55 a. m. 
while majority never think of it till 
12:00? Get up too early I expect. Leap 
year got in its work all right in this of- 
fice. If you don’t believe it ask M. R.” 


z — fy met 
“oo "i a ” 
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John Ward Anderson is the son of H. IL. 
Anderson, Manager for the L. T. & T. Com- 
pany at Havelock. Ward is twelve years of 
age and has been using the hooks for the past 
five years and has many a telephone bug 
cleared to his cfedit. During the past summer 
he assisted his father by operating test board 
and handling the cable records at the Havelock 
office, during the cable trouble caused by 
lightning. When he was eight years of age, 
while living in western Nebraska, he remodeled 
a number of old telephones, set poles, built 
his own lines and installed quite an exchange 
among the barns, sheds and other out build- 
ings. 

Ward says the service was better on his 
exchange than the one his father managed, ex- 
cept on Mionday’s when the ladies mistook his 
telephone lines for clothes lines. 


SHORT FURROWS 


Hon. Ex-Editor Gale Fluhart made a 
long, impassioned appeal t’ th’ people, t’ 
day, t’ curtail ther expenses an’ return 
t’ th’ simpler modes o’ livin’. Follerin’ 
are some o’ th’ high spots in Mr. Flu- 
hart’s address: 

We used t’ shine our own shoes whereas 
we now pay $1,359,576 annually int’ th’ 
coffers o’ th’ Greek. 

Women used t’ wash ther own hair, 
but t’day ther’s a half dozen beauty par- 
lors in ever’ buildin’ in town an’ no per- 
ceptible increase in beauties. 

We used t’ be content with Niagary 
Poe once a year, but now we're allus on 
th’ go. 

We used t’ run three blocks t’ see a 
dude, an’ now we're all dudes. 

Years ago th’ president o’ th’ Peoples 
Bank kept a hoss an’ phaton. T’day you 
can’t cross th’ street fer autos. 

T’day a feller don’t think no more o’ 
gettin’ a auto overhauled than he used 
t’ think o’ buyin’ a new mainspring. 

We used t’ keep th’ butter in th’ cis- 
tern, but now we buy 75-cent ice. 

We used t’ carry a umbreller, but now 


we wear a $35 rain coat.—Abe Martin, in 
the “Indianapolis News.” 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, Jan- 


uary ist, 1920 and February 29th, 1920; also gain and loss since January ist, 1920. 


61 Red Cloud...... 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Jan. Febr. 

1,720 29, ’20 

1 Lincoln .......... 14879 15092 

2 Hastings ........ 3278 33823 

3 Beatrice ........ 2584 2610 

AMBYOT 8.22.2. 1890 1889 

5 Nebr. City...... 1747 1755 

6 Fairbury ........ 1689 1715 

TmeAuburn).-...... 1128 1183 

8 Uni. Place...... 1102 1128 

9 Plattsmouth .. 1002 1026 

10 Wahoo .......... 960 970 
11 David City.... 928 948 
12 Seward .......... 925 921 
13 Tecumseh ...... 849 857 
14 Superior ........ 830 832 
15 Ashland ........ 801 789 
16 Stromsburg .. 653 #651 
We sutton 2222 ..% 643 647 
18 Osceola .......... 648 646 
19 Friend ............ 682 635 
20 Harvard ........ 623 627 
21 Geneva .......... 577 580 
22 Wymore ........ 571 572 
23 Hebron .......... 562 559 
24 .Wilber ............ 550 551 
7433) 1210) | 513 522 
26 College View.. 483 484 
27 Sterling -....... 478 479 
28 Weeping W... 468 470 
29 Humboldt ...... 455 462 
30 Havelock ...... 436 462 
31 Dorchester .... 426 482 
32 Edgar ............ 415 413 
33 Syracuse ........ 409 410 
34 Valparaiso .... 411 404 
35 Clay Center.. 891 390 

36 Gresham ........ 378 388 
37 Beaver Cr’sng 384 886 
388 Milford .......... 384 385 
"39 Exeter ............ 372 369 
40 DeWitt .......... 370 3869 
41 Elmwood ....... 363 867 
42 Fairmont ...... 355 358 
43 Fairfield _...... 358 § 355 
44 Shelby ............ 350 352 
45 Peru _............. 355 350 
46 Dunbar .......... 354 350 
47 Bennett .......... 329 332 
48 Cedar Bluffs.. 830 330 
49 Gook .............. 334 330 
50° Utiea .............. 325 330 
51 Adams. .......... 311 314 
52 Waco .............- 302 § 305 
53 Bradshaw ...... 309 299 
04 Crab Orchard 298 294 
55 McCool .......... 289 289 
56 Plymouth ...... 273 © 275 
57 Johnson ........ 263 270 
58 Ceresco .......... 265 267 
59 Benedict ........ 259 .256 
60 Talmage ........ 2538 250 
245 250 


Gain Loss 
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ci wok! ol ON: 


Jan. Febr. ‘ 
1,720 29,’20 Gain Loss 
62 Louisville ...... 246 245 
63 Tobias ............ 245 244 saee 1 
64 Glenvil .......... 239 235 ne 4 
65 Mead .............. 235 || 237 1: are © 
66 Brainard ........ Bat 22. bees 5 
Oi SUCH: 62cc50.5-2 231 252 1 
68 Steinauer ...... 223 219 
69 Waverly ........ 220 218 
70 Deweese ........ 224 ° 218 
71 Greenwood .... 214 214 ae 
fale 0 5 2 gee eee 215 210 ics 
73 Davey ............ 199 201 2 
74 Murray .......... 200 199 ae 
75 Raymond ...... 198 195 2. 
76 Milligan ........ 191 192 1 
77 Bellwood ........ 195 190 23 
1S “VAMOLa acceso 187 190 3 
79 Panama .......... 189 190 1 
80 Nehawka .... 185 186 1 
81 *Steele City.. 182 182 co 
82 Cordova ........ 179 181 2 roe 
83 Brock ............ 178 177 MiXe 1 
84 Belvidere ...... 175 172 Le 5 
Sh. Burr. 26 42..2., 171 169 Nae 2 
86 Saronville .... 170 171 1 ces 
87 Hampton ...... iv” “16674723 5 
88 Juniata .......... 163 165 Do tsee 
89 Hansen .......... 158 155 3 
90 Garland ........ 151 151 Sey eee 
OTS OOM: 2s. 145 143 er 2 
92 Nemaha ........ 141 142 1 
93 Ithaca ............ 139 140 1 
94 Grafton ........ 1385 140 5 
95 Elk Creek .....- 135 138 3 
96 Denton .......... 135 187 2 BAe 
97 Carleton ........ 141 135 fis 6 
98 Thayer .......... 137 135 ane 2 
99 Prosser ......: a) LBD 185 <= aon 
100 Octavia .......... 128 Uo eee 1 
101 Bruno ............ 122 124 2 = 
102 Garrison ........ 116 119 3 
103 Shickley ........ a bs Cy le Lal Rh? Cea oe a pe 
104 Malcolm ........ 117 116 vas 1 
105 Dwight ......4 “109 106... 3 
106 Douglas ........ 1OZ “LOZ= 2: * 
107 Pickrel] .......... 96 100 4 
108 Otoe _.x.......... 92 96 ef 
109 Filley ............ 97 95 : 2 
110 Lushton ........ 93 92 1 
111 *Endicott ...... 83 83 ae ae 
L12 Pauline .......... 78 76 ee 2 
113 Brownville .... 70 69 ..... 1 
114 Clatonia ........ 66 67 1 sibs 
115 Pleasant Dale 50 AT : 3 
116 :-Strange -......... 29 2OP 2h Sie 
POtaIS.. 2. vee 61921 62345 573 149 
Net Gain since Januarylst 1920.......... 424 
Gain for February, 1920.......00000000000.... 272 


*Exchanges purchased 
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THE ENGLISH DO MOVE 


Over in England the government owns 
the telephone system, and the postoffice 
department operates it. This has been 
so unsatisfactory, not only from the point 
of actual service rendered, but from the 
fact that people who subscribe for serv- 
ice must wait months for it, sometimes 
years because the government is not in 
the business for profit and therefore 
makes new construction when it has 
earned enough out of the existing prop- 
erty to pay for it. 

The London newspapers have become 
so disgusted over affairs that they have 
launched a movement to separate the 
telephone from the postoffice department. 
They cite the highly organized and de- 
veloped systems of the United States as 


-an example of what might be accomp- 


lished in Great Britain if- the sound com- 
mercial sense that distinguished London 
fact that the Bell in one year added more 
telephones to its system than London has 
put in service in forty years, which is 
some record. 

A telephone is a valuable piece of prop- 
erty in London. This is because of their 
scarcity in proportion to the demand for 
them. A person holding a telephone con- 
tract and intending to leave the city ad- 
vertises in the paper for bids and prem- 
iums of from $200 to $500 are not un- 
usual. 

The British government, under strong 
pressure from the farmers, who have 
been reading what a valuable investment 
a telephone is for the American farmer 
and what a necessary adjunct of business 
it is, is now getting ready to offer’ Co- 
operative or party line service for from 
$15 to $17.50 a year. The investigation 
developed that there are more telephones 
in farmers’ homes in the United States 
than in all of the commercial life of the 
empire, and this has stirred British pride 
as well as made the British farmer, who 
is a competitor of the American pro- 
ducer. » fe 

When England begins to offer rural 
service, it may be fairly admitted that 
the world do. move. 


HOW EFFICIENT ARE YOU? 


The average worker is inclined'’ to 
think that he or she ranks about as well 
as everybody else on the force, but a 
little reffection only is necessary to see 
that this. cannot be true. There are 


many on the same dead level, and many 


above and many below. 

How can individual efficiency be de- 
termined, outside of the arbitrary jude- 
ments of an official or supervisor? The 


National Cash Register Company, which 
has an organization that is on its toes 
all the time, has answered the ques- 
tion. It calls on its workers to grade 
themselves. For this purpose it has sup- 
plied printed blanks on cards. Up and 
down the card run the names of the 
months of the year. Across the page 
is the row of things on which grading 
is called for: Health, efficiency, dis- 
patch, open mind, justice, total. 

The first thing to be noted is that 
this great manufacturing enterprise 
places above all other things health. It 
has discovered that the person who 
takes care of his or her health, who does 
not systematically rob the hours of rest 
to cater to the love of pleasure, who 
takes regular exercise and eats regularly 
and sufficiently, is the most efficient, 
and therefore emphasizes this fact in 
its personal efficiency chart. 

Some such keeping of tab upon your- 
self by yourself: would do a lot of good 
to yourself. You would not have to 


take somebody else’s word for it that 
you were steadily improving or standing 
still or going back. 
honest with 
come to making a 
themselves. 


Most persons are 
themselves when they 
real appraisal of 


Halverstadt’s gang bucking the snew at Os- 
ceola, Linemen Stever, Cummings and Cas- 
terline. ; : 


IN THE TELEPHONE FIELD. 


Following the ratification of the peace 
treaty in Minnesota between the Bell 
and the Tri-State telephone companies, 
complete unfication of telephone service 
has been accomplished in thirty-four 
cities in that state. Nearly 2,500 dupli- 
cate telephones were removed. The 
work in the three largest cities, Minne- 
apolis, St. Paul and Duluth, where 
20,000 duplications are to be eliminated, 
is far from finished. 


The Chicago Bell Telephone company 
announces that it will begin to change 
from the manual to the automatic 
within the next six months, and ex- 
pects to have the exchanges operating 
early in 1922. 


The Squier multiplex system, by 
which at least ten and possibly more 
conversations can be carried on over 
one wire, is to have a thorough practi- 
cal tryout between Albany and New 
York very soon. It is known as the 
wired wireless, and was recently de- 
scribed in these columns. Its essential 
element is a system of guiding radio 
currents by means of a wire, which acts 
as the core. General Squier thinks that 
it can be developed to carry fifty mes- 
sages, and the only additional expense 
for the telephone company is that for 
the special generating equipment to 
produce high-frequency current at each 
end of the wire. 


The wise boys at the head of the fed- 
eral forestry service says that about 4 
million telephone poles are put up each 
year, and that the supply will be ex- 
hausted in sixty years. Decay, they 
prove by their records, kills off 95 per 
cent of the poles, 4 per cent are vic- 
tims of insects and 1 per cent die from 
mechanical abrasion. 


There is a girl in a store in Phila- 
delphia who does nothing all day but 
talk through the firm’s telephones, and 
she is called the girl with the $50,000 
telephone voice. It seems rather queer 
to pay a girl for what she likes most to 
do, talk, but this girl sold $50,000 
worth of goods over her telephone last 
year—hence her title. 


During the year 1919, so the assist- 
ant superintendent reports, 856 opera- 
tors on the New York exchange were 
married, aS compared with 447 for 
1918. It is not explained whether more 
girls reached the last-chance age last 
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year or whether it was because the sup- 
ply of husbands had been increased by 
the return of the boys from abroad. 


The last big New York hotel to open 
has a P. B. X. board that occupies 3,165 
square feet and requires the employ- 
ment of 120 women. There are twen- 
ty-three positions. Thirteen of these 
are equipped with loud-sounding appar- 
atus used for paging and announcing 
only. There are 3,400 phones on the 
exchange. 


The town of Jackson, Neb., is to get 
back on the telephone map. <A com- 
pany that gave service for several years 
up till last April got tired of acting as 
good samaritan for the town, and the 
exchange was closed up. All that was 
left was a long distance phone m ey 
pool hall. Within a few months the 
business men discovered a steady loss 
of trade from the surrounding country 
was going in the direction of nearby 
towns with telephone exchanges. They 
have organized a new company and are 
taxing themselves $3 a month for serv- 
ice on a 110 phone exchange, and say 
they don’t care if they do lose money 
running the exchange. It will be much 
less than experience has shown results 
from having no exchange. 


PROGRESS. 


George W. Perkins, the well-known 
New York financier has this to say, as 
quoted in the Christian Herald, re- 
cently: 

“Mr. Perkins pointed to his desk tele- 
phone. ‘This,’ he declared, ‘has done 
more to revolutionize the world than 
have all the wars of history. It has 
been a more powerful factor on world 
development and world work than were 
all the conquests of Alexander and of 
the first of the two Caesars, or those 
of Napoleon; than the victories of Grant 
or Sherman. The triumphs of the Bol- 
sheviki in Russia were but as the play 
of children in revolution as compared 
with the revolutionary changes the tele- 
phone has brought. And, being a pro- 
duct of evolutionary progress, the tele- 
phone has been good, bringing joy and 
happiness; being a servant of prosperity 
and progress; aiding social and business 
intercourse; feeding thousands; taking 
bread from no one; cementing closer 
the relations between man and man. 

Take it away? Never. The world 
will not go back to the days and the 
systems which obtained before the tele- 
phone.”’ 


— 
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MEETING OF PLANT DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS, JANUARY 30, 1920 : 
TOP ROW, from left to right—R. H. Elliott, Supv. of Supplies, Lincoln; John Ford, Ioreman, 
Southern Dist.; Clyde Boyles, City Foreman, Lincoln; Paul Schmeltzer, Foreman, Western 


Dist.; Harry Moss, Foreman, Eastern Dist. ; 


Tl, N. Jones, Foreman, Lineoln Exchange: 


J. A. McKinzie> Cost Clerk, Lincoln; Fred Atkins, York; R. C. Boling, Foreman, Lincom; 


Ik. A. Bosworth, Foreman, Eastern Dist. 


CENTER ROW—IF. B. Bennett, Plant Instructor, Lincoln; Harve Colvin, Foreman, Western 


Dist.; A. Halverstadt, Foreman, Western 


Dist.; Chas. Ford, Foreman, Southern Dist.3 


A. B. Smith, Foreman, Lincoln; W. A. Letellier, Foreman, Southern Dist.; Frank McDowell; 
A .A. Stoker, Instructor, Tel. Eng. School, Lincoln. 


BOTTOM ROW—F. E. Bagley, Chief Clerk, Plant Supt., Lincoln; Wm. Cunningham, Dist. 


Foreman, Eastern Dist.; J. Pugsley, Dist. Plant Chief, Southern Dist.; 


Wheeler, 


Dist. Plant Chief, Western Dist.; M. T. Caster, Plant Supt. Lincoln; H. H. Wheeler, Jr., 
Plant Eng., Lincoln; I. E. Behm, Dist. Plant Chief, Eastern Dist.; J. A. Dobbs, Dist. IFore- 
man, Southern Dist.; Roy H. Ojers, Dist. Foreman, Western Dist. 


MEETING OF PLANT SUPERVISORS. 


The first general meeting of Foremen, 
District Foremen and District Plant 
Chiefs, was held in Lincoln January 
29th and 30th. The meeting started 
with a 6 o’clock dinner for twenty- 
nine at the Lincoln Hotel on the 
evening of January 29. After dinner a 
very interesting talk was made by our 
General Manager, L. E. Hurtz, on ‘Our 
Organization.’’ C. P. Russell, Treasurer, 
also gave us a very interesting talk on 
‘“‘what kind of a bush money grows on,” 
and our very amiable and sweet dispo- 
sitioned Auditor, Mr. Lemon, explained 
the operations of the Benefit Plan, after 
which the meeting adjourned for the 
evening. 

Friday’s meeting was held in the tele- 
phone building and was presided over 
by Plant Superintendent Caster, who 
talked on the subject of “‘the turn over 
in the Plant Department,’’ explaining 
that in order to increase the number of 
employes in the plant organization dur- 
ing the year of 1919 from 383 to 538, 
there was a total of 1,193 people em- 
ployed and 1,085 people released; in 
other words, for each gain of two em- 
ployes it was necessary to employ 
slightly over fifteen people. Plans were 
discussed for improving that condition 
during the year of 1920. 


R. H. Elliott, Supervisor of Supplies, 
gave a very interesting talk on plans he 
has under development and what he has 
been able to accomplish, up to date, in 
improving our methods of handling ma- 
terial and tools. 

J. A. McKinzie explained the details 
of a new plan for obtaining and display- 
ing the comparison between the results 
obtained on various comparative jobs, in 
such manner that each supervisor would 
be able to see not only his own but other 
supervisors’ “batting averages.” 

Our Plant Engineer, Mr. Wheeler, 
who claimed he was unable to talk or 
express himself, delivered one of the 
most interesting and instructive talks 
of the day on the subject of ‘‘work re- 
ports and maps’”’ and what they meant 
to the organization and what the errors 
which crept into them and into our rec- 


ords meant from various standpoints. 


F. B. Bennett explained his ideas of 
“developing men” and gave a number of 
useful hints for use in determining the 
fitness of various men for different 
kinds of work. 

M. T. Caster gave a very interesting 
demonstration of a depreciation plan by 
telling a story about a taxicab company. 
Some of those present wondered where 
he got so much knowledge of taxicabs. 
Perhaps this was one of the things he 
learned on his recent visit to Chicago. 
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A demonstration was put on showing 
briefly the proper methods to pursue in 
resuscitating a person who was suffer- 
ing from an electrical shock or who has 
been overcome by gas. F. E. Behm did 
the demonstrating and H. H. Wheeler 
was the victim. The victim said it was 
hard on the ribs. 


Mr. Caster also explained briefly some 
simple means for stopping excess flow 
of blood in case of a dangerous cut on 
arms or legs of-employes; he also ap- 
pealed to everyone, from a standpoint of 
all the employes in the Plant Depart- 
ment, to do everything possible to avoid 
accidents. Following the discussion of 
the above subject, F. E. Behm con- 
ducted a question box which was lib- 
erally filled and the questions brought 
forth much general discussion. 


Friday noon the entire crowd went to 
the photographers and put on their most 
pleasant smile while they had their pic- 
ture taken. The accompanying picture 
shows how they smiled. During the 
meeting everyone resolved that he 
would try and find some interesting sub- 
ject on which to write an article for 
The News during the year of 1920. The 
appeal, which the editor sent out on 
January 10th, to various supervisors, 
was read to the meeting and judging 
from the notes which were made during 
its reading, the editor may expect great 
results. 


Everyone went home Friday evening 
feeling that they had spent a very pleas- 
ant and profitable time at the meeting 
and hoping that they may have an op- 
portunity to have more such meetings 
in the future. 


A KENTUCKY INCIDENT 

Ting-a-ling-a-ling! 

The Rev. George C. Abbitt took down the 
receiver and placed it to his ear. 

“Is that the Dickel Liquor Company?” a 
woman asked. 

Mr. Abbitt recognized the voice as that of 
one of his parishioners. 


“No,” he replied in stern reproof; “it. is. 


your rector.”’ 

Was there a dull thud? 

No. 

-“Indeed,’ said the lady, quick as a flash, 
“and pray what are you doing there?’ 


“How long has that troubleman been work- 
ing for you?’’ asked the plant manager. 


“‘A couple of days,’’ said the wire chief. 


“Why, I thought I saw him here a year. 


ago.’’ 


‘You did, he’s been here two years; I was 


tellin’ you how long he’d workeéd.’’’ 


Manager McClintock of Humboldt and his 
efficient force of employes. Left to right: 
The Manager, Lineman Dalton, Miss Gillan, 
chief operator; Misses Morris, James, Goddard 
and Mann, operators, and troubleman Norton 
and Dorland. 


THE VALUE OF IDEAS 


That it is ideas that. move and rule 
the world through their power is a 
truth so evident that it is accepted by 
all. Ideas have a value apart from 
their power to move men and nations, 
and it is this value that ought to be 
more often recognized. 


If you will look through the history 
of business giants, you will find that 
their success was achieved, not through 
their command of vast sums of money 
either through inheritance or borrow- 
ing ability, but because they had ideas 
and knew how to apply them to the 
business in hand. What these men have 
done is open to others to do. There is 
no bottom to the well in which ideas 
He stored and no limit to their num- 

er. 


Help yourself to them and cash in on 
them. That is the rule these big fellows 
followed, and it will always pay big. 
The realization of this fact ought to 
Spur workers everywhere to the task of 
thinking up new ways of doing old 
things or new ways to do anything in 
their business. One of the big indus- 
trial companies paid one of its men 
$5,000 the other day because he had 
done just this. 


Take a look around you and note how 
things are being done; find out the rea- 
son if you do not already know it and 
then put your thinking cap to work. 
That is the way most ideas, big and 
little, come into being. They are sel- 
dom flashes in the night or sudden 
thoughts. Putting thought into your 
work is the one way to avoid making 
a’ machine out of yourself. 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, FEBRUARY 29, 1920 


Av’g Same 
Number Per Mo.last 
Phones’ Tel. Qr. 
Central Districte................. 19218 sok .29 
Northern District................ 13163 ot .64 
Western District................ 12782 206 S4 
Southern District................ 19163 .61 2 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
IPSN VECLG- sdeecticeonies ee 370 25 ‘oo 
CaPpesOO) -sSsctnok. 43. cei 267 41 .60 
College. VICWiiwosg.e 484 32 1 
DONO ciosolicicosessasmaier eens 201 1.44 vo 
TIGTCOU: 4e5 ticteeca Scanned 135 3.00 1.87 
GreeeN WOO oii... .esencccccccceoee 214 9 Oo 
PaVGLOCE 6450s iakt eae 462 O04 O04 
PAVCOII oss cde nea Seccenhes 15092 pe ks 20 
SG Fic cd 60 gee ee ee er 116 ay él 71 
PRTG ING Scs geese ccesdeccesstozeaivees 190 44 oD 
Pleasant: Dale scnnncncck. - 144 OT .96 
PUR VINOTIG mnipncnsneeaceconniceyeceneace 195 94 1.26 
University Place........ Re tae Be .20 19 
Waverly: *.di..c-csctinice.. BIS 40 oS 
DISETICE » irc ctepencehienonas ee 19218 oat 29 
NORTHERN DISTRICT 
Beaver Crossing ................ 386 1.14 74 
BOLI MOOR egenttaeee 190 1.28 .o4 
Benedict. -.c-4. 256 42 49 
Bradshaw: 3a. 299 1 1,25 
IS PATHOTO "Sect ee  e 232 16 18 
WS PUTO Poot eee 24 .80 30 
Cader DNS accel 330 28 38 
BOLO eet, fee ee 143 1.18 96 
Cordova: cde a 206 43 54 
Da Vide Cle ae 943 43 nf) 
DWI RG nee ees 106 AL ot 
Garlands ts 22 ee 178 1.60} 1.38 
GarrisGt, Woe fx. teckoete 119 1.87 3.17 
GYrGgam ss eee 388 .06 19 
Hampton tie Sac 173 56 .69 
TENS CA) cea Oe ee .... 140 92 ST 
EMISU LOM Pees Jee eee 92 50 28 
MCCOO). ..kie eee ee 289 55 43 
1 Kt) fa Aone Ne eae ee eR NEC Spe 287 90 1.19 
Milford: tat 203 ee oe 46 49 
WCbAVIns ine ee 127 1.07 97 
Osceola ncditetcs Neen 663 ' (658 93 
POU alee ec ge een 522 29 ot 
BEWHIG Srceenu i 1010 79 95 
BHEUDY 4 ses. ga ee 352 73 1.66 
Stromsburg ou........ecee.. eos 689 B81 .29 
TRAINGEE A coe ae ee 190 .o4 1.32 
EMIOARO? cose cneSidcsssretasstciatecativeess 135 .O1 us 
NO GLOR ta ee 330 .26 28 
Valparaiso ..0ai 4. ceases 404 1.32 84 
WiCO cha sewn: 305 1.01 .80 
WSHOG: jescerk eae 970 208 AT 
MO Ble ute Seectce ching ici sats 1889 22 3) 
Nntan) Bante Satccctiee 232 AT 5d 
DDISETICE§ x vceccscciqnen ceccehes te 13163 4 .64 


WESTERN DISTRICT 


Av’g Same 
Number Per Mo.last 
Phones’ Tel. Qr. 


Belvidere, 2.25. 26252 172 4 1.32 
Garleten 4.2 eee 160 SL 1.96 
Clay ‘Center2 2 ae 390 00 1.15 
DOWeCSO s.r ee 218 3.73 4.39 
Vorehbester: (2 432 37 7d 
Uh 6 gs WAS Se oa tat Maes ea Aa 446 43 .69 
Wweten? cone ee 399 ol on 
Mairheld: ta. ee 394 29 038 
WairmnOne = cee ee ee 308 29 woo 
Friend . 22.55.6527 See 630 58 74 
GeOnGVGs occ ee Se S04 oT Loe 
Glenvil 2 ee ee 235 98 1.44 
Ep: Wg 6) 6 Weak Secret tele eh Fisch 198 92 ST 
PLONBEI 1.05. ei eee ee! 157 1.20 1.31 
PLAY VAE Cr. fat ee 27 .06 .05 
TRASHINGS 1 Co.cc 3323 20 53) 
HeDron’ .2.2 eto 559 .66 .90 
JUnigta fs eee 165 AT my 6 
Milligan ck ee 195 2.41 3.73 
8 Fe eR eeeneey dees Pulls dete oa 75. 239 o-+ .96 
Pavlings 22 ek 7 1.09 91 
Prossert..i-8. eel eS 134 .65 .70 
Red Clonugiec. 2 ee eee. 253 .8d .79 
BATOD VE Gets ee ee 171 ass 15 
SHIGK Oy Sere sere Pas 394 2.52 4.74 
SELAT LY fe eee a eS Td 2.17 4.90 
SUCTION £2222 o.u See 925 48 52 
SUG UTR cere cote ceeeree see 647 54 .90 

District 285832 ks 12782 56 84 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


A COINS 7 6.5. ccc 331 13 15 
ABRHIANC. ice aS 789 1.09 538 
AUDOII (Sota 1133 S81 91 
Beatrice: .22+.0e eee SI oGa ey 19 22 
BOCK. eee eae 182 2.34 1-77 
Brownville' tt.) ..2! Bs 69 67. S81 
Burretiss nt 2S ee Ae 169 mb 19 
Clatonis #--5..26 2s er Bee 127 1.60 1.38 
11 1) Seen: ee ta Bel MMR | 330 22 25 
CrabtrOrchard 24 294 92 .79 
DeWittws.3.i5 ee 369 34 .22 
Douglaggx'....5% 2ea so 8 194 15 .22 
DUR DY ye-stfes isc eereccsese le ec =. 350 1.138 - 88 
ME “Creek! hi) Ate - 138 .69 1.02 
Blmwood! \..:.-5.4 as 367 43 .26 
Wndicotby WK eel. 83 7.98 = 
Mair Dury? cxcc..2 tba 1761 24 25 
Milley + lee >. An eg 121 1.28 2.27 
HMumbolav.. «22: 2.2.24.: BAT 52 5D 
JONDSON soe ee ec 282 59 13 
DORISVINS s.25052cn.4.04 ce ek ioe Li (2 
Mune y vaca c:.. eal AES 199. 1.97 3.27 
Nebraska “Git y.i-n<2.2.2.22 1758 53 46 
Nehawkae s5a05.c8-nk.k.. 215 Do 65 
Ne@MSDR* x5ccc een nesetet 142 80 1.08 
OO Oris ce oe 96 25 23 
(Perul Gsesceish nts: hae. 350 .66 1.05 
Picktelly «..262-854.%.a.08 121 46 OD 
Plattsmouth ............: 9 ee 1026 OT .69 
PIYMouth fs.4.2. be ee 275 12 .12 
steele, (City. .<.cnc.0:e.ctudn. 182 6.20 at 
Steinater  ......s2 22 .hai. 219 1.58 1.61 
Sterling S.2asctace.. tence 479 14 16 
SVPACUBEG 4.0058 oes. cA . 581 51 .09 
PalmMave » x... tlt sa 250 14 .60 
Tecumseh. .2i:ahicntnicle® 857 78 .64 
TO DIGS) | eceehesctc rece 244 24 .29 
Weeping Water... 498 AT .40 
Willer) 2.8 om 551 38 .28 
Wymore 2s a 572 16 14 

Distaleticé.cc. ache 191638 ~~  .61 02 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, FEBRUARY, 1920 


v=00d 
C% % ye OK Out 
Rank Station Chief Operater Out Ta Thru ‘Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
29 MANGO ln eek, Miss A. Scouller.............. 14.8 13.5 11.2 14.5 24,658 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
12 Ashland... Mrs. C. Hood...........-.2---- 5.7 11.8 124 £68 1,937 
18 David Gity 2: Miss A. Sievers............. 8.5 3.7 121 11.5 £1,997 
1 Dorchestev............ Miss A. Simpson............ 2.9 4.4 0.0 31 725 
3 Priends 3...) Miss A. Haberman........ a0 9.3 a 4.1 1,137 
7 Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss................ 4.6 8.6 15.0 1:6 933 
abe Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 8.3 6.5 11.6 8.5 2,042 
9 Seward.................. Miss N. Gumbel.............. 4.9 22 4.2 44 2,867 
15 Wahoo: Gone Miss L. Johnson............. 13 3.4 8.7 7.6 2,054 
6 Weeping Water..Miss M. McNamee........ 4.4 3.1 5.1 4.5 1,184 
Total or Average................ccccceseeeeeeee 6.0 5.4 8.4 7.0 14,876 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
10 Bid gare ee Mrs. M. Beal.................... 5.2 2.6 8.7 6.4 791 
2 Eixeter.c). ue. 8 2: Mrs. R. Alley.................. Bil 24 0.0 3.9 1,028 
19 Pairmont......203 Miss E. Prescott............ 8.8 5.2 8.9 8.4 952 
18A Geneva.................. Miss B. Ladnev................ 8.5 Beles AND 8.5 2,151 
16 Harvardi35. 22k Miss EB. Hein.................... 7.9 0.0 11.3 9.2 837 
24 Hastings. on Miss H. Richeson............ 10.2 11.0 16.4 10.8 10,099 
20 Hebron.................. Miss M. McKenzie.......... 95 104 146 11.9% 1,078 
22. Osceola .ou.cis Miss F. Gillispie.............. 9.9 169 11.3 10.6 926 
28 Red Cloud............. Miss B. Havel................ 132 d14 “1G. 14s 803 
23 Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts............. 10.0 15.5 9.7 10.7 681 
27 Superior................ Miss M. Attwater ........ 116 116 161 128 3,107 
5 Sutton eis Miss C. Wach................- 4,2 3.6 9.7 6.6 803 
26 Works st Miss S. Horn.................. 11.3 5.38 12.2 10.8 3,033 
Total or Average................---:ccc0--00--+ 9.7 9.0 18.2 10.4 26,304 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
8 Auburn: 323. Miss R. McFarland........ 4, 27 6.8 4.8 2,540 
17A  Beatrice................ Mrs, Bs Sharp... c2::.25. 8.3 8.3 13.8 8.5 6,498 
164A DeWitt.......000000..... Miss E. Stegeman.......... 7.9 5.8 8.6 8.2 592 
25 Fairbury..............- Miss M. Dove...............- 10.4 9.1 129 10.8 2,725 
21 Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan......... ea 9.4 6.6 0.0 8.5 1,037 
15A Nebr. City............ Miss L. Bader.............. 5 eS 9.6 12.2 8.8 2,935 
14 Syracuse............... Miss E. Seelhoff............. 6.8 6.6 Ty 7.0 1,007 
11 Tecumseh............. Miss E. Smith.................. 6.38 414.7 18.1 9.6 1,155 
13 Wilbev................... Miss E. Korbel............... 6.6 7.6 6.7 6.7 931 
4 Wymore................ Miss R. McNelly............. 3.4 2.0 7.5 4.9 1,247 
Tétal oF AVeragve ccs cect esc es 7.5 7.4 10.1 8.6 20,667 
Total or Average for January...................... 8.7 8.4 11.2 8.9 838,214 
Total or Average for February.................... 9.5 88 10.7 10.1 86,505 


AROUND TBE CIRCUIT 


Mrs. Farmenter, chief operator at Davey, 
has resigned and expects to leave for Cali- 
fornia soon. 


Miss Margaret Davey, assistant chief 
operator at Tecumseh, was married Feb- 
ruary 14th, to Mr. Clyde Pherris, manager 
of the Basket Store at Tecumseh. Mrs. 
Pherris will remain with the company for 
the present. 


Miss Nellie Frazee, night operator at 
Syracuse, passed away February 17th, in 
a Lincoln hospital, after several days ill- 
ness of pneumonia. Miss Frazee had been 
in the employ of the company for nine 
years, and had won respect for steadfast 
and courteous treatment of the patrons of 
the exchange and for her faithful fidelity 
to her duty. Our deepest sympathy is ex- 
tended to the mother, who is left alone. 


so = Sy 
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BEATRICE. 

Misses Mary Langley, Pearl Davis, Freda 
Paul, Grace Langdale and Mrs. Leona Ap- 
plebee, ‘‘A’ ’operators, were off duty on ac- 
count of sickness. They are all back now, 
however. 

Miss Lena Gerth, former chief operator 
of DeWitt, has been transferred to Beat- 
rice for further training. ou 

Mr. Nutzman, District Plant Chief's 
clerk, has changed his taste in traveling. 
Previous to a few weeks ago he loved the 
southwest. Now its always the northwest. 

Mr. Caman, District Commercial Man- 
ager, had a serious seige of cold and 
“Grippe’ during February. He is able to 
come to his office now, and is rapidly 
“catching up.’ 

Mrs. Ruth McFarland and Miss Emma 
Stegeman, of Fairbury, spent a few days 
in Beatrice taking the chief operator’s 
training course. Both were assigned _ re- 
sponsible positions in the Southern Dis- 
trict. 

Miss Mary Plebuck, Beatrice Supervisor, 
was off two weeks during February. She 
had had a very serious attack of pneu- 
monia but she is back on the job now and 
we are glad to have her. 

Mrs. B. L. Clark is the new steno in the 
District Plant Chief’s office. Have you 
seen her smile? 

Geo. Arnold, Wire Chief, was off duty 
for several days during February on ac- 
count of the ‘“‘flu.’’ 

Misses Merle and Blanche Hadley, of the 
Traffic Department, have been helping out 
at Marysville, Kansas, for the last two 
weeks. On account of the absence of the 
chief operator, Mrs. Minehart, Miss Merle 
Hadley was placed in charge of that office 

Mrs. Anna Thrapp returned from Colo- 
rado in January and has been re-employed 
in the Traffice Department. 

This being leap year the diamonds seem 
larger and more brilliant than previous 
years. Ask Emma Fox, information oper- 
ator. ° 

Mrs. Stella Stanley has been transferred 
from Pickrell to the Beatrice office. 

Frank Walters, Storekeeper, thinks that 
you may as well be dead as out of style 
so he was off duty one day last month on 
account of sickness. 

Mr. Parks, Mr. Walker, Mr. Arnold and 
Mr. Puesley were in Auburn for the cut- 
over Saturday, February 21st. 

H. J. Rubleman, switchboard man, Was 
in Marysville the 20th and 21st, repalring 
the switchboard. : 

Mr. Bennett, local manager at Fairbury, 
visited the Beatrice office Monday the 23rd. 

The following operators from Beatrice 
eraduated from the Traffic Correspondence 
School during January and February: 
Mary Wherry, Blanche Hadley, Martha 
Young, and Merle Hadley. 


BEATRICE “MIXER.” 

We always save the best until the last 
so we have saved the Beatrice ‘Mixer 
until now. ‘When good fellows get to- 
gether,’ such as the Southern District 
people, they are sure to have a good time. 

The Beatrice ‘Mixer’ was held on Jan- 
uary 20th, and that day is remembered 
by all who attended. The meeting Was 
called at 3 o’clock and the first thing was 
to get acquainted. There were about 140 
of us. A circle was formed and the outer 
sides brought together. This made two 
long lines with the ends joined. The grand 
march then began. As the march ad- 
vanced, everyone became acquainted with 
everyone else by introducing themselves 


in any way thy saw fit. Fun and laughter 
accompanied the entire procedure. 

Mr. Pugsley opened the business’ meet- 
ing with an interesting introductory talk, 
followed by Mr. Caman’s talk on company 
finance. Mr. Caster, of Lincoln gave us a 
highly instructive as well as interesting 
talk on the Benefit Plan. I am sure we 
all understand and appreciate it much 
more since his explanation Last but by 
no means least was the talk by Mr. Parks 
on “A Fair Deal.” 

The question -box followed, conducted 
by Mr. ‘Walker. Many and various were 
the questions asked. From report charyes 
to pole setting was discussed. Everyone 
understood the other fellow’s viewpoint 


_ more clearly after these discussions. 


The meeting broke up at 6:30 and every- 
one hurried to make ready for the ban- 
quet which followed. This was held in 
the Methodist Church and as you may ex- 
pect was enjoyed by all. Mrs. Pugsley 
presided at the piano and the ‘Mixer’’ 
ecard songs were sung. After feasting lux- 
uriously for an hour and a quarter, those 
who wished to dance went to the Fire- 
man’s hall, the remainder went to the Gil- 
bert theater. 

Atherton’s orchestra furnished music for 
the dance and everyone danced their best. 
During dance intermission a short pro- 
gram was given. Mr. Donal Oden gave us 
a delightful vocal solo, followed by a 
much enjoyed piano solo by Miss Effie 
Smith. A reading by Miss Olive Noble 
and an original vocal solo entitled ‘‘Ode 
to the Trouble Man” by Mrs. Pugsley were 
the hits of the evening. 

The dancing was immediately resumed. 
About 10 o’clock most of us seemed tired, 
but when we looked around and saw Mr. 
and Mrs. Caster still going ‘‘on high,’’ we 
all ‘‘pepped” up. We adjourned at 1 a. m. 


. LINCOLN. 

Miss Ethel Kinsey, of the plant depart- 
ment, has resigned her position with the 
company and is now with The Conserva- 
tive Finance Company. Miss Kinsey's 
services with the company cover a period 
of over twelve years. We are very sorry 
to lose her but wish her success in her 
new work. 

Letters have recently been received by 
Lineoln employes from Lillian Parkinson 
and Blanch Curry, former employes in the 
District Plant Chief's office. Miss Parkin- 
son is now located in Portland, Oregon, 
and Miss Curry is in New York City. They 
both report having most enjoyable times. 

Mr. C. Donley was appointed Toll Wire 
Chief, effective March ist, Mr. C. L. Blod- 
gett having resigned effective same date. 

A dance for the employes of the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Company was 
given at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
Saturday night, February 21st. All report 
having had a very enjoyable time. 

Miss Hazel Igou, messenger girl, left 
the services of the company Saturday, 
Mareh 6th, to take up other work. We 
are very sorry to lose her but wish her 
success in her new work. 

Miss Bertha Riesland, of the Plant De- 
partment, has been absent several days on 
account of illness. We are glad to report 
that she is able to be with us again. 

Miss Minnie Eecklund has been employed 
in the Plant Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. K. Gann and Mr. and 
Mrs. R. E. Mattison returned February 
20th from a three weeks’ trip spent in 
Georgia, Florida and New York City. They 
report having had a very pleasant trip. 
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Morris Dougherty, of the local commer- 
cial office, resigned the latter part of Feb- 
ruary. . 

Miss Helen E. Munson has been em- 
ployed in the local commercial office. 


CLUB ROOM. 


In bad weather the Club Room is sure 
appreciated by the “heavies.”’ 

_ Five hundred seems to be taking quite 
a hold now. 

No need to be in the Club Room at noons 
to tell the result of ‘‘dago’’ games. Stand 
on 14th and N and listen for “Shorty.” — 
~ The tournament is ended, as follows: 

Pitch—Victorious team—Scott and Sod- 
erholm. Victorious single—Scott. 

Cribbage—Victorious team, Rustin and 
Palmquist. Victorious single, Palmquist. 

Pool—Victorious team—Keester and 
Seamark. Victorious Single, Keester. 


GENERAL SHOP AND STOREROOM 
NOTES. 


C. H. Harper and Harold Jungbluth 
have been transferred to Bennett. 

C. G. McDermed has been transferred to 
Mr. Caster’s department for special work. 

Walter Schmidt, Edwin Bell and J. M. 
oes have been employed in the General 

Op. 

Robert DeVore has been transferred to 
the Chief of Service Department as cable- 
man’s helper. 

Ruth Askins has been transferred to the 
Auditor’s office. 

The General Shop is about the busiest 
place in the Telephone Company’s organi- 
zation as telephone production is being 
pushed to the limit. Any Suggestions as 
to the betterment of the telephones will 
be appreciated by Mr. Huddleston, our 
General Shop Foreman. 


Mr. Fred J. Betenhausen has been em- 
Ployed in the local commercial office. 


Miss Pearl Milton, of the Toll] Billing 
Department, resigned her position Feb- 
ruary 29th, to be married some time in 
the near future. The employes presented 
her with a silver sugar bowl and creamer. 
We all extend our heartiest congratula- 
tions. 

Miss Madie Green, of the Auditing De- 
partment, resigned her position recently. 


_ Miss Ahi has been added to the Toll Bill- 
a eee ae iar -s 
iss Jones as een employed in 

Toll Billing Department. Cy Pe 

Mr. Ralph Seguin, of the Addressograph 
Department, has: been off duty on account 
of an attack of the grippe. We hope to 
see his smiling countenance in a few days. 


Miss Johnston, of Mr. Hurtz’s office, was 
suddenly called to Butler, Pa., on account 
of the death of her sister. We extend our 
deepest sympathy to Miss Johnston. 


L. E. Hurtz M. T. Caster, W. L. Lemon 
and H. H. Wheeler, returned Saturday, 
March 6, from a three weeks’ business trip 
on Washington, Chicago and New York 

ity. 


ONE SHY. 


_ Brown (on fishing trip)—Boys, the boat 
1s Sinking. Is there any one here who 
knows how to pray?” 

Jones (eagerly)—‘I do.” 

Brown—"“All right. You pray and the 
peat us will put on life belts. They’s one 
shy. 


ADAMS. 


Mr. Varner, manager of the picture show 
at Adams, gave the operators season 
tickets to his shows. 

Mr. Bryson, auctioneer, presented the 
operators with candy and apples because 
of quick service on toll. 

Mrs. Disher, night operator, visited rela- 
tives in Firth during February. 


YORK. 

Traveling chief operator, Miss Mildred 
McDonald, also the Misses Grace Dreibel- 
bis and Irene Haynes, ‘of Hastings, have 
been assisting in the York office for a few 
days, several of the girls being absent on 
account of the “flu.” 

Miss Bertha Workentine, Gertrude Price, 
Pauline Hesler and Clara Flick, operators, 
have been having a siege of the ‘‘flu.’’ 

Mrs. Mildred Whitcomb, a student oper- 
ator, has been employed in the York office. 

Fire alarms during the month of Feb- 
ruary, were rather scarce in York. On 
Sunday morning, February 29th, about 6 
a. m. a fire was discovered by the night 
operators in the grocery store belonging 
to the T. A. Blachburn Company, located 
just below the Telephone Office. Falling 
shelves and the smell of smoke attracted 
their attention. By quick action on the 
part of the operators, the fire department, 
wire chief, lineman and chief operator 
were notified and soon on the scene ready 
to protect the company’s interests. Not 
much damage was done. 

Mr. Borden, of the T. A. Blackburn 
Company presented each of the night 
operators with a ten-dollar bill in appre- 
ciation of their work. 


A vine-covered corner pole belonging to a 
connecting company in Richardson county. As 
it was late autumn when this picture was 
made, the vine leaves were golden hued and 
otherwise bedecked in many colors, and pre- 
sented a very pretty appearance. We are not 
advised as to whether the vine interfered with 
service conditions or not. 
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HASTINGS. 


Migs Grace Dreibelbis, line operator, 
visited relatives in Blue Hill a couple of 
days. 

Chris Ehler, brother of Marie Ehler, 
local supervisor, underwent an operation 
for appendicitis. At present he is making 
excellent improvement. 

Miss I'reda Hoffman, line operator, is 
enjoying a visit from her sister, who re- 
sides in Iowa. ; 

Mrs. Oliver Magner, formerly Mae 
Burkholder, operator, was a very welcome 
ealler in the Hastings exchange. ; 

Miss Kathryn Haynes, toll supervisor, 
was called to her home in Bladen on ac- 
count of the serious illness of her brother, 
who was confined to his home with influ- 
enza. We are glad to report that he is 
better and making rapid improvement. 

The Misses Lena and Oma Lanfear, oper- 
ators, visited home folks over Sunday. 

Miss Hilma Kissinger, information oper- 
ator, enjoyed a week’s furlough. During 
her absence she visited relatives in Glenvil. 

Miss Louise Larkin, line operator, mo- 
tored to her home in Clay Center to spend 
Sunday. 

Miss Iva Lewallen, line operator, was 
confined to her home about two weeks 
with influenza. 

Miss Zella Paris, “A’ ’operator, was ab- 
sent several days, having had her tonsils 
removed. 

Miss Genevieve Pfleiderer, line operator, 
who recently returned from visiting home 
folks, reports a real good time but best of 
all “how she did enjoy mother’s cooking 
once again.” : 

Mrs. Geo. Schmidt, operator at Hastings, 
who has been helping out, resigned the 
7th as they expect to move to Aurora 
where Mr. Schmidt has accepted a position 
as express agent. 

The Misses Helen and Lillian Seeman, 
operators, enjoyed a visit with home folks 
over Sunday. 

Miss Caroline Tilger, line operator, en- 
joyed a several day’s furlough during Feb- 
ruary. 

Miss Louise Larkin, line operator, re- 
signed the 15th and went to her home in 
Clay Center. Prior to her resignation she 
was confined to her home with influenza. 


Miss Emma Tresenriter, student opera- 
tor, has accepted a position in Kauf and 
Rinderspacker meat market. We wish her 
success in her new work. 


A theater party was enjoyed by a num- 
her of the Hastings operators, in honor of 
Mrs. W. A. Greenlief, on February 14th, 
the date being her birthday. A very joy- 
ous time was had and all wished her many 
happy birthdays. 

Mrs. Kathryn Bonlcott, P. B. X. operator, 
was absent from duty for several days on 
account of the illness of her little daugh- 
ter. We are glad to report that she is 
much better at this time. 

Miss Irene Haynes, local supervisor, 
worked nights during the absence of Mrs. 
Thomas, night ‘“A’’-operator, who was con- 
fined to her home with influenza. 

_Miss Caroline Tilger, line operator. as- 
sisted as P. B. X. operator at the Hotel 
eer ke, during the absence of Mrs. Bonl- 
Cc ; 

_ Miss Carrie Lamps, line operator, en- 
joyed a visit with friends in Kearney over 
Sunday. 

_ Miss Ida Bettreal, “A” operator. en- 
jJoyed a short visit with home folks in 
Juniata. 

Miss Elva Haas, former line operator, 


who has been attending school in [llinois, 
was re-employed on the 18th. We extend 
to her a sincere and hearty welcome. 

Miss Zella Paris, ‘‘A’’ operator, visited 

home folks over Sunday. 
_ Miss: Hilma Kissinger, information oper- 
ator, is acting as night chief operator at 
present. Mrs. Thomas, night “A” opera- 
tor, is in training for the position: 

The Misses Grace Dreibelbis and Irene 
Haynes, operators, assisted in the York 
office a few days the latter part of the 
month. 

Miss Edna Wallace has been employed in 
the Hastings office. Miss Wallace will 
work part time until the close of the 
school year. 


. WAHOO. 


Thelma Cunningham, toll operator, 
visited over Sunday with friends in Lin- 
coln, the latter part of February. 

Anna Enns, former toll operator, was a 
welcome caller at the Wahoo office re- 
cently. 

Gretchen Lindercamp, operator, was ab- 
sent from duty about a week during Feb- 
ruary on account of the illness of her 
father. 

The Wahoo operators received several 
boxes of candy and also two dollars: and 
a half from Dr. Dierks, in appreciation of 
good service rendered during the month 
of February. 

The Misses Anna Carlson and Margaret 
Smith have been employed as_ student 
operators at the Wahoo exchange. 

Lily Johnson, chief operator, spent a 
week end in Lincoln the latter part of 
February. 

James Gilchrist, lineman, was off duty 
several weeks during February on account 
of smallpox and influenza. 

George Mehuron, gang foreman, was a 
ec orte visitor at the Wahoo office re- 
cently. 


TOBIAS, 

Miss Helen Toss was absent a few days 
recently on account of illness. / 

Have the Tobias teachers a fondness for 
following in the footsteps of the night 
operators? Ask Max. 

Mr. Newby looks somewhat worried. Is 
it the sleet storm, the loss of a railroad 
ticket, or what? 

If an operator’s dream should come true 
the manager of Tobias will soon be inter- 
ested in bungalows. 


AUBURN. 

Mrs. Ruth McFarland is now chief oper- 
ator at Auburn. Her broad experience 
and desirable personality fully qualifies 
her for this position. Her success is as- 
sured by her personal interest in the girls 
with whom she works. 

Miss Lottie Girtsch and Hope Mathis 
operators, graduated from the Traffic Cor- 
respondence School during the months of 
January and February. 

Se TS eee 

Miss Emma Stegeman has _ been ap- 
pointed chief operator at DeWitt. Her 
long service record and broad knowledge 
OF our wouk, we her pleasant disposition 
will surely win her succes 
WN ace associates. i MRD 

e following operators graduated fro 
the Traffic Correspondence School aGnine 
the months of January and February: 
Anna Simpson and Gracelyn Crick, Dor- 
chester; Vera Hatchet, Goldie Graham and 
Alma Howell, Havelock; Edna Korbel, 
Rosa Belohlavey and Anna Kalal, Wilber. 
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NEBRASKA CITY. 


Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, traveling chief oper- 
ator, was a very welcome visitor at the 
Nebraska City exchange, February 23rd. 

Miss Ruth Metz, operator, received a 
lovely box of candy for good service ren- 
dered. 

Misses Ruth Metz and Violet Abernathy 
entertained Messrs. Robinson and Owens 
at a six o’clock dinner at Jensen’s cafe. 

Mrs. Sylvia Shaffer left the service Feb- 
ruary 28th. 

Misses Whited, Huffman, Kissel and 
Omacht, have returned to work after a 
long siege of sickness. 

Miss Ramonia Holmes and Elizabeth 
Marquis: were visitors at the Hamburg 
office. 

Archie Horner, assistant wire chief, 
visited his wife at Beatrice, over Sunday. 


Dirt was the topic of conversation in the 
rest room at Nebraska City until it bore 
so upon the minds of Miss Bader, chief 
operator, and Miss Metz, assistant chief 
operator, that they donned their caps and 
sweaters and with the help of the broom 
and carpet beater they made a scatter of 
dirt. Once again our rest room looks like 
home. 

Nebraska City was pretty hard hit by 
the last sleet storm, having a mile and a 
quarter break in the Lincoln toll lines, 
which took every pole down. Also 48 farm 
lines out of commision and about 200 local 
lines. These were remedied by Chas. 
Ford, Jack Ford and Glogely’s gang. 

The Nebraska City office was quite badly 
hit by the flu epidemic, and many girls 
were called upon to work overtime. 
Thanks to the girls that there are no more 
romances in our office than one (Miss Har- 
mon) or we would have to scout the world 
over for more girls. 

The following operators at Nebraska 
City graduated from the Traffic Corres- 
pondence School during January and Feb- 
ruary: Julia Dillman, Helen Fritz, Anna 
Kissel, Elizabeth Marquis and Margaret 
Tourville. 


CRAB ORCHARD. 

Miss Gretta Tennant, “A” operator, is 
back at work after being absent several 
days on account of sickness. 

Miss Nora Dilworth, night operator, is 
again reported on the sick list. Mrs. Ethel 
Lovitt is filling the vacancy. 

“Milt” Pittenger is back shooting trouble 
at Crab Orchard. Everyone at the office 
says it seems good to see ‘“Iatty’s” smiling 
face appear every morning. 


HEBRON, 

Miss Marie Willy, night operator, re- 
signed January 15th and was married to 
Mr. Adolph Burback. They will reside on 
a farm near Hebron. We regret her loss 
from us, but wish her happiness in her 
new undertaking. 

Miss Eva Stutz has been employed as 
night operator at Hebron. 

Miss Clara Cederholm, operator, spent a 
few days in Lincoln the latter part of 
February, visiting friends. 


BUT HE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN. 
Operator: ‘‘Were you cut-off?” 
Subscriber: ‘‘No central, I don’t think I 

was, as I still measure 6 feet.” 


JUST AS THE EDITOR RECEIVED IT. 
Rochester, Minn., Feb. 27, 1920. 


Editor Telephone News, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


Dear Sir: As my good friend Cooper out 
at Hastings has a number of times asked 
me to send you “just anything” along the 
line of news items, I have decided to al- 
low you to state through the columns of 
the “News” that I am just now submit- 
ting my “system” to the _ professional 
scrutiny of the “Mayo Clinic’? and I am 
able to gather from their findings, they 
admit mine to be of the “central energy 
type” and although slightly ‘obsolete,’ 
the general efficiency’ of my “system” is 
no doubt due to “depreciation” having 
been nicely counterbalanced by a wise ap- 
plication of the “reserve,” in fact this 
bunch of “trouble shooters” claim, by the 
elimination of a few minor “grounds” and 
“short circuits’ and the installation of a 
modern “relay” and ‘‘condenser,”’ my “stor- 
age battery” will be “stepped up” in “ef- 
ficiency’ ’to a point where “good service’”’ 
may be expected, and in such condition I 
hope to soon be again ‘on the job” as 
local manager for the L. T. & T. out at 
Fairfield. 

The above may not be an exact quota- 
tion, but are words to that effect. 

Yours truly, 


M. L. JONES. 
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HOW A POPULAR EMPLOYEE LOOKED 
AFTER ONE OF OUR “MIXERS” 
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Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
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-PERSHING FOR PRESIDENT 


Nebraskans on April 20th will have the rare opportunity 
of expressing their preference for a Nebraskan for the Repub- 
lican presidential nomination. General John J. Pershing of 
Lincoln is before his home state for approval, and if Nebraska 
gives him the overwhelming majority it now looks as tf he 

will have, there is a strong probability that the Republicans 
will select him as their standard bearer at the national conven- 
tion to be held at Chicago next June. 


It was a source of great pride to Nebraska that a Ne- 
braska man led our armies to victory in-Fraivce. It is a source 
of great pride to them that they now have the opportunity of 
casting their ballots for him for the gr EOBESt opie in the gift 
of the American people. ; 


A thing that particularly appeals. to’ sein man and 
woman is that General Pershing is on the: job in Washington. 
He is not soiling his laurels by pandering for public office. 
His candidacy rests with his Nebraska neighbors; and: he will 
serve if drafted. There seems little doubt that he will be 
drafted. | | 


The very name of Pershing, the only. man who ever .com- 
manded an army which never lost a battle, appeals to every 
American. General Pershing commanded over 2,000,000 men 
tn France, 1,000,000 of whom were iw the front line and never 
lost a regiment. He sent forward thirty divisions. without 
one of them ever turning back, his organization. of the service 
of supply stamps him as a great business man, and his utter- 
ances bear evidence of his statesmanshtp,; sur ely Pershing’s 
qualificaions for the presidency are obvious. 
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And this great world leader is a Nebraskan. Since 1893 
when John J. Pershing first cast his lot with Nebraska he 
has been loyal to his home state. Though duty called him 
to all parts oF the world his allegiance to Nebraska never 
wavered. 


Every Nebraskan.ought to be proud to get out election 
_day and urge his neighbors and friends to vote for John J. 
Pershing. In honoring Preshing Nebraska honors itself. 
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GIVE IT TO THEM GOOD 


Service is what our subscribers are 
paying for — give it to them, and give 
it to them good. It seems to be the 
natural bent of many persons who 
patronize the various public services to 
be critical. No matter how well they 
are served for a period of time, when 
the service slips a little, when the re- 
sponse to a call for central is not as 
prompt as their agitated or nervous con- 
dition of mind impels them to demand, 
then they begin to talk and complain. 

Let’s see to it that these opportunities 
for kicks are as few in number as it is 
possible for human beings working with 
a purpose in mind to afford. It’s our 
job to be on the job. Keep an eagle 
eye on the service, bend every effort to 
improve it. Don’t be contented with the 
workings from the inside as they pre- 
sented themselves to you, but get on the 
outside, Mr. Manager, and listen with 
an attentive ear to what subscribers have 
to complain about. 

We can’t expect to please the crank. 
We must simply do our best, relying 
upon the well known fact that angels 
cannot do more. We must listen to him 
patiently and try to convince him that 
we are doing our best to meet his de- 
sires. But the general average sub- 
scriber is the man we should keep in 
mind. What complaint has he to make? 
Wherein has the company fallen down in 
giving him the kind of service to which 
he is entitled? What legitimate basis 
is there for the objection he raises? 

We never get so close to perfection 
that nobody can tell the difference. We 
are apt to overlook some details of ser- 
vice, some little thing that we can do, 
something that will link the patron to 
the company and make of him a de- 
fender of it if it is criticised in his pres- 
ence. In this sort of work every em- 


’ ploye can help; all it takes is a little 


time, a little patience and a desire to 
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be of service. 

Giving satisfactory service, against 
which no reasonable complaint can be 
made, is the first requisite to getting 
satisfactory rates with which to give 
that service. Proper rates mean money 
enough to pay wages sufficient to get 
satisfied help, enough to take care of 
upkeep and replacement and to induce 
investors to provide money for exten- 
Sions, additions and betterments. 


HELPING TO CUT COSTS 


The state of Nebraska, through its 
marketing department and in co-opera- 
tion with the federal department of jus- 
tice, is trying to secure a reduction in 
the cost of living. The movement is in 
charge of Mrs. Charles G. Ryan of Grand 
Island, who is both state economy cam- 
paign manager and federal fair price 
commissioner. 

Previous .efforts in which the govern- 
ment sought to use compulsion on deal- 
ers having failed, this one is depending 
for success on cating consumer and 
dealer to work together. The dealers 
have promised to place on sale and ad- 
vertise good goods that can be pur- 
chased at reasonable prices. They say 
that high prices are the result of every- 
body wanting the best that is on the 
market, whereas there are other goods 
that will look as well and last longer if 
the people will buy. 

This puts it up squarely to the con- 
sumer, to you, whether you want prices 
to come down, as the certain result of 
refusing to pay high prices for things 
for which you can find a satisfactory 
Substitute. Another reason why prices 
are high is that goods are not being’ pro- 
duced fast enough, and this condition ean 
be remedied if you are willing, for a few 
months, to be contented to wear what 
looks all right enough and is perfectly 
good, but is not right up to date. Style 
is what most of us pay for when we 
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listen to the seductive song of the chap 
who changes it on us every few weeks. 

If men like McAdoo and Ogden Ar- 
*“mour, who can afford a new suit of 
clothes every other day, can maintain 
their self respect by wearing old clothes 
made respectable by repair and cleaning 
or by getting their shoes repaired for 
a dollar and a half instead of paying 
twelve or eighteen for a new pair, surely 
you won’t lost caste with your fellows. 

The dealers are co-operating in this 
campaign and really prefer to see prices 
come down under pressure of this sort. 
They do not enjoy being listed as‘ profi- 
teers and robbers, when they feel that 
commercial safety requires them to do 
business on a larger margin of profit than 
usual when prices are towering. Prices 
are coming down some day. The mer- 
chants can afford to shave their gross 
profits now if the public conducts its 
buying in such a way as to make this 
drop gradual. The remedy lies in the 
public’s hands, in your hands. 

Join the women’s army Mrs. Ryan is 
organizing, study its pledges and rules, 
and it will be money in your pockets—if 
you are eligible by reason of sex. A 
male legion will not be refused ad- 
mittance if it also be enlisted. 


MEASURED PHONE SERVICE. 


The flat rate of furnishing telephone 
service has its origin in the belief of a 
lot of early promoters that if one had 
his poles up and his wires strung’ it 
wouldn’t cost much to attach another 
instrument or that it doesn’t make any 
particular difference how many conver- 
sations a day go over one line. The 
editors who had the same foolish idea 
that their space cost them nothing and 
the theater managers who believed free 
seats cost them nothing are in the poor- 
house now, but the old idea seems to 
control in most telephone companies. 


The Wisconsin commission has is- 
sued a schedule for Milwaukee that puts 
measured service into effect there. 
Highty calls are permitted for the $4.00 
monthly business charge; for the next 
120 calls, 34% cents each, and for each 
call over 200, the rate is 214% cents. 
The commission says measured service 
is the proper plan, but with smaller ex- 
changes the advantage to be derived 
from it, which inevitably restrict traf- 
fic, are not sufficient to offset disadvan- 
tages to subscribers from such restricted 


traffic. It argues also that the amount 
of traffic is not so large anyway on 
these small exchanges as to seriously af- 
fect the amount of facilities that must 
be furnished. 

The commission says a properly de- 
signed schedule of measured service 
should recognize three elements: First, 
there should be a minimum charge suf- 
ficient to guarantee that the very small 
user will not be furnished with equip- 
ment and with the company’s readiness 
to serve at the expense of others. Sec- 
ond, there should be a measured rate 
for traffic in excess of the guaranteed 
minimum, which rate should be suf- 
ficient to carry the direct cost of han- 
dling the message and fixed charges. 
Third, there should be another step in 
the schedule which should provide a 
somewhat lower rate per message as 
traffic increases. 


“But, my dear madam, it’s a shame t. 
let your husband’s insurance lapse.’’ 

“Tll not pay another cent. I’ve paid 
reg’lar fer eight years, an’ I’ve had no 
luck yet.”’ 


K. B. Cary, Eastern District Inspector, who 
has been promoted to the position of District 
Plant Chief, Southern district. 


SPOOKY 
Student Operator—“‘Say, Mamie, are 
skeleton tickets always passed over 
phantom circuits? 
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FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA 

The telephone has often been em- 
ployed to retrieve lost household treas- 
ures, such as a wife or a child, but now 
it is to be used in locating valuables at 
the bottom of the sea. During the war 
the bottom of the sea received a great 
many additions from the promiscuous 
use of submarines. Vessels laden with 
gold and precious stones and cargoes of 
great value that submersion did not ma- 
terially injure were sent to the bottom 
in large numbers. 

Those of you who have read of hunts 

for treastire lost in the depths of the 
sea will recall the great difficulty of 
locating it due to the difficulty of making 
accurate markings in the ocean. So many 
feet out from a rock or a tree and so 
many fathoms deep don’t mean much 
when the treasure has been committed 
to the restless waters of the great seas, 
and many a promising search failed 
because the ingots of gold were covered 
over, through the lapse of time, by great 
heaps of shifting sands. 
. Thus while the location of submarine 
victims has been generally known and 
thus proved a lure to the adventurous, 
it has been necessary to call upon such 
instruments of precision as the telephone 
to locate within the holds the valuables 
they contain: The big expense is the 
employment of submarines to do the 
underwater cruising. 

The apparatus is simple. No. 32 silken 
wire is wound around wooden or hard 
rubber cups. The two lower windings 
are connected with an ordinary tele- 
phone receiver: and the other two are in 
series with a microphone and three dry 
cells. These cups give forth no sound 
unless they come in contact. In opera- 
tion the two inductien balances are 
lowered into the water, and the minute 
they are brought, by movement of the 
vessel, in contact or are within 500 feet 
of a wreck they give notice through the 
telephone receiver in the control station 
on board. 

All that needs to be done is to cruise 
back and forth in the vicinity of where 
the vessel went down, and in time the 
induction balances will locate the wreck, 
even though it be covered with sand and 
silt. They can be lowered or raised by 
winches to accomodate varying depths 
of the ocean. The principle and the 
idea are not new, but the application is. 


Miss Leona Sedan_ Chief Onerator at Polk, 
who has been in the Company’s service nearly 


five vears. Her reliable and efficient work 
results in satisfied subseribers at this ex- 


change, 


TOLL TICKET DISTRIBUTOR 


Up in the Bell office at Omaha the 
bosses are all stuck up over the installa- 
tion of a toll ticket distributor, the 
second one of its kind in the United 
States, which does away with a lot of 
walking in the toll operating room. 

The ticket carrier is attached to the 
board, and runs along the top of it. 
There is a separate alley or guide on the 
recording positions for each section. 
Twenty-six of these serve forty-four 
positions on the toll board and eighteen 
on the long line board. There are seven- 
teen positions on the toll recording 
boards. 

When the recording operator is 
through with her ticket she puts it in 
the alley and at intervals little cars come 
along and shove it till it comes to the 
dropping out place before the line opera- 
tor, who handles the calls on the line 
designated by the ticket. 

It handles about 4,000 tickets a day. 
The cars are attached to an endless helt 
350 feet long that is operated by auxili- 
ary traffic motors placed at various 
positions. 
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WHAT EFFICIENCY MEANS 

We heard a man say the other day 
that this word, “efficiency,” that one 
hears so much in the talks of managers 
and operating officials means getting 
employes to do more work than they 
otherwise would for the pay they are 
getting. Doubtless a good many work- 


ers in one line or another of industry . 


get some such vague notion. As a 
matter of fact it is nothing of the kind. 

Efficiency means better and easier 
ways of doing the work to be done, and 
to become efficient it follows that one 
must develop initiative and resourceful- 
ness, to not only learn how to do things 
better and with less effort and less ex- 
pense, but to devise ways to do them 
that way. 

Telephone service is not efficient if it 
costs the subscriber more than it should 
or is not as good as we know it can be 
made. The war took away many of the 
best experienced persons in the indus- 
try and not all of them have returned. 
Meanwhile the service depended on per- 
sons who had not been trained, and it 
suffered. It also depended upon equip- 
ment that it was not possible to keep 
up to standard for the reason that there 
were not enough men to do the work and 
not enough material to do it with, Uncle 
Sam having first call on both sources of 
supply. 

But it has been the universal experi- 
ence that even experienced operators and 
adequate equipment does not make for 
service. There must be intelligent di- 
rection of the first and effective use of 
the second. There is where efficiency 
comes in. It means facing the facts, 
analyzing them and then doing the thing 
that experience and knowledge suggest 
should be done. With a manager it in- 
cludes training and developing the peo- 
ple in his organization so that they not 
only know what to do but why they do it, 
and thus start them to employing their 
own brains to solve problems. With the 
worker it means taking the interest, 
time and trouble to understand the whys 
of the work. 

Efficiency isn’t a term invented for the 
profit of the employer, it is a system 
devised for the purpose of making the 
employe more valuable to himself and 
putting him in the way of the bigger 
jobs that come along every so often 
looking for some live wire. 


THE SQUAKE DEAL. 

Industrial problems can be_ solved 
only by the application of the principles 
of the square deal. This means that 
the employer shall pay a proper wage, 
safeguard the health and persons of 
workers, provide proper working condi- 
tions, make provisions -.for insurance 
against loss of time and wages by acci- 
dent and in other ways to display a hu- 
man interest in employes. This means 
that the employe owes a fair day’s work, 
loyalty to the interests of his employer, 
carefulness in going about his work, 
care for individual health by avoiding 
those things that dissipate strength and 
cloud the mental faculties, and to dis- 
play a live interest in the company’s 
business. 

Theodore Roosevelt expressed his 
idea of it several years ago, when he 
said: 

“We wish to get for the worker, 
among other things, permanency of em- 
ployment, pensions which will nermit 
him to face old age with a feeling of 
dignity and security, insurance against 
accidents and disease, proper working 
and living conditions, reasonable leisure 
—all these as tending toward enabling 
him to get for himself interest and joy 
in life, and on condition that he prove 
his fitness for partnership, for the en- 
joyment of rights, by the way in which 
he in his turn performs his duties and 
heartily and nobly recognizes his obli- 
gations to others.”’ 

The company is carrying out in its 
pension and disability system, in its de- 
sire for fitting workers for permanent 
employment by providing facilities for 
increasing their knowledge by technical 
instruction, and in its furnishing of 
working quarters, the ideas thus ex- 
pressed by Roosevelt. It can continue 
to do so only if it continues prosperous, 
and prosperity depends upon the spirit 
behind the work of the hundreds who, 
as Roosevelt says, must do their part if 
they expect the contract to be carried 
out. Making good in our jobs and put- 
ting ourselves into our work by making 
it a part of our lives and not as a piece 
of machine tending—these make up the 
spirit that wins for the company and for 
the individual. 


SHREWD BABY 

“Here’s a nickel, dear, for doing that 
errand for me.’”’ 

“Make it five pennies, please, auntie.” 

“Why, child, the amount is the same.” 

“Yes, but a nickel comes in too handy 
when mamma-wants to go and telephone 
somebody.” 


et 
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FINANCIAL 

The railway commission fixes the 
rates that the telephone companies may 
charge for service and they calculate 
this rate on a basis of the amount 
of the operating expense, maintenance, 
taxes, interest on bonds and dividends 
on outstanding stocks, the bonds and 
stocks representing the money invested 
in the physical property. 

They*do not permit a rate that will fur- 
nish money for new impovements, ex- 
tensions of lines or telephones, as that 
would be taking money from the public 
to add to the property of the telephone 
company. 

As money is needed for extensions 
and improvements to take care of cur 
ever growing business, it must be ob- 
tained by the issue of more stock or 
bonds the issuance of which is approved 
by the commission. 

The money so obtained is expended 
for additional facilities for furnishing 
service which earn the dividends on this » 
new investment. 

The Company is now offering the pub- 
lic an amount of the common 7 per cent 
stock sufficient for this year’s new con- 
struction, at its par value, $100 per 
share. 

Dividend checks are made quarterly in 
January, April, July and October, which 
makes a safe and convenient investment 
and any efforts of the employes in 
recommending the stock to their friends 
will be appreciated. 


| ‘ iy ost 
odie 


THE HABIT OF EXAGGERATION 


Most people exaggerate things. It is 
a bad habit. It is a worse habit for any- 
one who is engaged in business to acquire. 
Politics are not as bad as the commentat- 
ors on government make out. The people 
are not getting poorer. The churches are 
not behind the times. Things are not as 
bad with you as you sometimes say they 
are. 

It doesn’t pay to overdo anything, no 
matter how fine a virtue it is. One of the 
things that interfered in a measure 
with the prosecution of the war was that 
a lot of people overdid their patriotism 
reacting on normal people so that the 
latter, in self-defense, pulled back a litt]2 
Employers are not the grinders of the 
faces ‘of their workers that some people 
say they are. They are sympathetic, in- 
terested and human, and most of them are 
as willing to give as they are to take. 

Ed Howe says on this subject: “A 
noted writer was interviewed lately, and 
said he hated a good business man. He 
does nothing of the kind; he said that to 
be different; to overdo; to exaggerate. 
A good business man is a type of the best 
and most useful men we have; good 
business men save us from a thousand 
foolish mistakes. A good business man 
has good habits, good sense and good 
standing in his community; he is helpful 
to others. Every day he is appealed to 
for advice, and gives it. He is never a 
liability in his community, but an asset: 
he supports the penal and charitable in- 

Stitutions where bad 


business men go. He is 
polite; and what a use- 
ful thing politeness is!” 

People who exagger- 
ate become bores; they 
are liabilities. Conduct 
yourself so that a com- 
munity owes you some- 
thing; never let it owe 
you anything except 
respect for your opin- 
ion and admiration for 
your fidelity to your 
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Foreman Bosworth and his heavy gang. Left to right: Ernest task. 


Brisbin, Pierce, Scroggins, Winscott, Reidle 


and Bosworth. 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 
Snow ing the number of telephones (excluding: service stations) at each exchange, Janu- 


ary 1, 1920, and March 31, 1920; also gain and loss since January 1, 18 


Jan. March 


1,°20 31,20 

PNCOlin. oa oe 14879 15254 
2 Hastings ........ 38278 3355 
3 Beatrice ........ 2584 2628 
AVY OU Ke elt oe 1890 1910 
5 Neb. City ...... 1747 1774 
6 Fairbury ...... 1689 1728 
7 Uni. Place .... 1102 1152 
8 Auburn .......... 1128 11388 
9 Plattsmouth .. 1002 10438 
10 Wahoo .......... 960 969 
11 David City.... 928 960 
i2 peward 925 928 
13 Tecumseh .... 849 859 
14 Superior ...... 880 834 
15 Ashland ...*:... 801 810 
LG] Sutton: “225.08 648 657 
17 Osceola ........ 648 658 
18 Stromsburg .. 653 656 
19 Friend ............ 632 647 
20. Harvard: ...... 623 633 
21 Geneva .......... 577 579 
22 Wymore. ..2-.: 571 579 
Bo ELeCOroN, aa 562 563 
24- Wilber <.:...... 550 3 553 
Zoe BOK “866 ke 513 522 
26 College View 483 496 
27) Sterling 2.2.2. 478 484 
28 Wpg. Water.. 468 476 
29 Havelock ...... 436 . 478 
-30 Humboldt .... 455 472 
381 Dorchester .... 426 485 
32 Syracuse ...... 409 414 
BomMacar a7. 415 411 
84 Valparaiso .... 411 404 
35 Gresham ....... 378 398 


386 Clay Center.. 391 889 
37 Milford 
38 Beaver Cr’ Sg. 384 383 


39 Exeter .......... 372 385 
40 DeWitt ........ 370 = 374 
Al Elmwood ...... 363 374 
A? Fairfield ........ 358 368 
AS? PAIFMONL 2.22: 355 362 
MLM 7s) i) Sg eee ee 355 357 
45 Shelby .......... 350 356 
46 Dunbar .......... 354 350 
47 Bennett ........ 329 333 
AG AUCs 3256 337 
AS) COOK. 2ci-cec. sss 334 336 
50 Cedar Bluffs.. 330 330 
51 Adams ........... 311 324 
52 Waco .....:.... 302 863138 
53 Bradshaw .... 309 3808 
54 McCool .......... 289 295 
55 Crab Orchard 298 294 
56 Plymouth ...... Zhe.) he 
57 Johnson ........ 263 271 
58 Ceresco .......... 265 270 
59 Benedict ........ 259 261 


60 Talmage ...... 2538 257 


pe Se 384 391. 


Gain Loss 


375 
77 
44 
20 
27 


a 


eee) 
, MONINWMAwWowWroOD 


jak GRO) vee 


Ss 


Gain Loss 


20. 
Jan. March 
1,°20 31,20 
61 Louisville ...... 246 252 6 
62 Red Cloud . 245 247 PA 
6a. Fobigs® 2.40. 245 247 2 
64 Glenvil .......... 239 239 Lowe 
65 Mead ............. 233 236 3 
66 Brainard ...... 237 Zee en 
GT Yutan: vcs 231 A a! | 
68 Steinauer ...... C25... oar 
69 Deweese ....... U274. ~ 221 nie 
70 Greenwood .. 214 217 3 
71 Waverly ........ 220 216 ee 
Me IE’ os 2p. ~2Z19 4 
73 Davey ............ 199 200 1 
74 Raymond ...... 198 195 
75 Murray © ........ 200 198 
76 Bellwood ...... 195 192 
77 Milligan ........ 191 191 aoe 
1S LamOora. Vis 187 191 4 
79 Panama ........ 189 186 
80 Nehawka ...... 185 185 oak 
81 Steele City .. 182 186 4 
82 Cordova ........ 179 182 3 
S88 Brock ............ 178 178 
84 Belvidere ...... 175 173 
rot} fail AU het 2 ae eae 171 171 ase 
86 Saronville .... 170 it 1 
87 Hampton ...... 171 164 al 
88 Juniata ........ 163 164 1 
89 Hansen .......... 158 162 4 
90 Garland ........ 151 158 i. 
91 Grafton ........ 135 145 10 
92 Nemaha ........ 141 140 ise 
93 Elk Creek 135 140 5 
G40 OlOn oe 145 139 iene 
95 Ithaca ............ 139 138 eae 
96 Carleton ...... 141 143 2 
OT «Thayer 2.3... i Bo 141 4 
98 Prosser ........ 135 135 
99 Denton .......... 135 132 Se 
100 Octavia ........ 128 129 1 
FO Brung... 129°" 194 2 
102 Shickley ........ 117 118 1 
103 Malcolm ........ 117 118 a 
104 Garrison ...... 116 115 
105 Dwight .......... 109 105 2. 
106 Douglas ........ 102 105 3 
107 Pickrell ........ 96 101 5 
HO8 Otoe: 22.2.2... 92 98 6 
109 Filley ............ 97 97 
110 Lushton ._....... 93 93 ae: 
111 Endicott ........ 83 86 3 
112 Pauline’ .......: 78 72 
113 Brownville __. 70 68 vw 
114 Clatonia ........ 66 67 1 
115 Pleasant Dale 50 48 er 
116 Stfane* 2.22... 29 30 ui 
Totals 2233.22... 61921 62997 1163 
Net Gain since January 1, 1920........ 
Gain for March, 1920..........-....:........--:- 


m! ebo! w! 
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HERE’S A NEW PUZZLE 
Any plant engineer or pole climber 
ought to be able to answer this prob- 
lem, but if so, we would like to hear 
from them. It is printed in one of the 


-telephone magazines and runs like this: 


Suppose a hole just large enough to 
admit a ladder and a man’s body was 
bored through the earth, and suppose 
that the ladder extended all the way 
through the hole. Now suppose a man 
began to go down that ladder, seeking 
to reach the other side of the earth. 
When he reached the center of the 
earth, what would happen; would he 
continue to descend or would he re- 
verse the operation and go up the lad- 
der? Would he be going up or down? 
Of course, the hole would not permit 
him to turn around, and, anyway, how 
can a man go up a ladder feet first? 
Ergo, could he pass through the earth 
in this fashion? 


We trust there will be no crowding 
in the effort to answer the questions 
first. 


“There is one animal,’’ she said, ‘“‘none 
of you have mentioned. It does not stand 
up on its legs all the time. It does not walk 
like other animals, but takes funny little 
skips. What is it?’ 

And the class yelled with one voice: ‘‘Char- 
lie Chaplin.’’ 


Central office building at Steele City, an 
exchange recently acquired. 


HARD WORK OR HARD TIMES 


It is difficult, of course, for any man 
who draws his wisdom from the experi- 
ences of the past to impress his ideas 
of what is certain to happen upon a 
people who are in the floodtime of ap- 
parent prosperity. Therefore the man 
who steps forward to warn us that the 
American people are facing the alterna- 
tive of hard work or hard times is likely 
to have only jeers greet his prediction. 
For who of us, with the money spend- 
ing now going on and the incomes now 
enjoyed, is willing to believe it possible 
that these can end in our time. 

If this were the first time good wages 
and good times had come to the world, 
there might be some reason for such 
belief. But he is dull indeed who does 
not know that these things have been 
all a matter of ebb and flow in the past. 
We have had succeeding good times and 
hard times, and they are certain to come 
again unless we are wise enough to 
guide our present conduct, in the midst 
of good times, by what we have learned 
in the past. 

After a period of saving the impulse 
to freely spend is irresistible in many 
persons. The good times now are largely 
bottomed on the fact that we are spend- 
ing what we saved as a patriotic duty 
during the war. We forget the fact 
that it has required in the past the 
most determined application to work to 
produce more than enough for our needs. 
There have been large spans of years 
when hard, steady work did little more 
than provide a decent living. 

Much of our stored up surplus was 
wasted by war. It can be restored only 
in two ways, either by harder work or 
longer hours. It must be restored if we 
are to have industrial conditions as they 
existed before the war and the corres- 
ponding prices. Scarcity of goods in- 
evitably produces high prices, and the 
only way to secure a reduction in prices 
is greater production, the making of 
more goods. We cannot reproduce war’s 
waste by less work or shorter hours. 

There is no escaping the alternative 
of hard work or hard times, and wisdom 
points to adopting the first rather than 
suffering the latter, with its lessened 
number of jobs and lessened pay for 
those who hold them. 
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TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL | 

(A series of articles correlated to the course in Practical Telephony, by 
A. A. Stoker.) 
Theory of the Electric Condenser 

A good definition sometimes given for an electric condenser is that it is a 
device for storing up electrical energy in an electrostatic field. Any conductor can 
be so arranged that it has the ability to receive and store up electrostatic electricity 
(electricity at rest) and it thus becomes a simple condenser. The important 
property of a condenser then is its electrostatic capacity. The capacity is meas- 
ured by the quality of electricity in coulombs, with which it must be charged to 
raise its potential one volt. This unit is called the farad. For practical purposes 
the microfarad is used and is one-millionth of a farad. 

A simple form of condenser consists of two plates of some conducting material 
separated by a small air space as shown in the figure. If a source of direct 
or alternating current is connected to the two plates, the current will not flow 
through the condenser on account of the air space, but this space will fill up with 
electrostatic lines of force. 

Now if the charging current be disconnected and a galvanometer be connected 
to the plates, the needle of the galvanometer will show a momentary deflection 
indicating the flow of an electric current. Thus it is seen that the electrostatic 
field within a condenser will, when released, set up an electric current. 

The action of a condenser is somewhat similar to that of a gas tank, used for 

the storage of gas. The amount of gas such a tank will hold is not constant but 
varies ‘with the pressure. If the pressure in its supply mains is increased, more 
gas will be forced into the tank in opposition to the back pressure of the gas, 
already in the tank. When the external applied pressure is released and falls 
below the pressure in the tank, the gas rushes out into the mains. 
_ _An electric current will not flow through a condenser due to the fact that there 
is no connection between the adjacent plates. When a condenser is connected 
into a circuit, it offers a complete barrier to the passage of qa steady direct current, 
while an alternating current is apparently allowed to pass through it without 
much resistance. 


In the case of the alternating current, what actually occurs is that during the 


vy first quarter of a cycle the condenser is 

yo er 8 charged to the potential of the charging 
if, current, discharged during the second quar- 

INDUCTION cok Le ter, charged again in the opposite direction 
SS _in the third quarter, and discharged during 

i Sean | the fourth quarter. This action is repeated 

=— during each complete cycle as long as alter- 


nating current flows through the circuit. 

The capacity of a condenser is increased 
as the area of the plates is increased, and 
also as the distance between the plates is 
decreased. The capacity may be increased 
— or decreased according to the insulating 
Sayer qualities of the dialectric. The nature of 

the dialectric determines to what extent the 

SIMPLE CONDENSER plates may be charged, because the amount 

of charge which can be stored up in this 

dialectric, is in proportion to the applied 

pressure of the charging current opposed 

to the elastic reaction of the electricity in 

the dialectric. The applied pressure is lim- 

ited by the puncture or breaking down point 
of the dialectric. 

The capacity changes with the frequency 
of the charging current. More current 
flows into the plates during a definite charg- 
ing period than during an indefinite short 
charging period. This means that the capa- 


CONDENSER 


SECONDARY OR LINE ClP CWT 
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city decreases as the frequency increases and vice versa. 

A condenser, when connected in series with a circuit in which alternating 
current is flowing, is equivalent to a closed circuit having a certain resistance. 
This is called its reactance. The flow of current increases directly with the capacity 
of the condenser and the frequency of the alternating current but at the same time 
it is opposed by the reactance, which is inversely proportional to these quantities. 

This explains why the small capacity condenser when connected in the receiver 
circuit, of a bridging farm line set, allows the delicate high frequency voice currents 
to readily pass through, and yet offers a high resistance to the coarse low fre- 


quency ringing currents, as was mentioned in Lesson VI. 


IN THE TELEPHONE FIELD 

The Mullen Telephone company, op- 
erated at a big cattle shipping point in 
northwest Nebraska, has made an assign- 
ment for the benefit of its creditors. It 
was unable to pay its debts and could not 
renew its franchise because of the ser- 
vice given, and its president writes the 
state railway commission that he hopes 
somebody will buy it who can satisfy 
the people. 


The application of the Platte County 
Telephone company for a rehearing of 
a temporary rate cas; has been stricken 
from the files by the state commission 
on the ground that it contained scan- 
dalous matter, and indicates it may cite 
the president, C. J. Garlow, for contempt. 
Mr. Garlow had complained that the 
decision was libelous and based appar- 
ently on personal ill-will and feeling. 
The part he especially objected to was 
a declaration that he did not appear to 
be as familiar with the financial history 
of his company as a president and zen- 
eral manager should be, and that maybe 
his salary ought to be cut. 


The Clearwater Telephone company 
has been organized in Antelope county 
for the purpose of buying the local ex- 
change and tributary lines from the An- 
telope County Mutual Telephone com- 
pany and also rural lines of two others. 
The town people want to control the 
service in the town’s interest. 


The Blair Telephone company has been 
given permission to issue $36,700 of 
stock to reimburse stockholders for cash 
contributed to the capital in the shape 
of assessments and in lieu of dividends 
easned but not paid. The company not 
only operated for years without divi- 
dends, but levied assessments to take 
care of extensions. 


The Farmers’ Telephone company of 
Ord, which recently ended long-time 


competition in that city by buying out its 
town rival, has been granted an increase 
in business rates of from $2.00 to $2.50 
per month and of residence from $1.25 to 
$1.75.. This became necessary as a re- 
sult of the consolidation. It lost 144 
phones through the elimination of dupli- 
cations, ninety-four business, forty-four 
residence and sixteen farm lines. The - 
lost revenue, which the new rate will 
replace, totaled nearly $2,300. Neither 
of the companies had ever made 
any money, the farmers’ company com- 
ing in as a competitor to one organized 
by the town business men, and low rates 
have prevailed. The company has had 
to do very extesive reconstruction work, 
as depreciation had not been properly 
cared for by either company, for lack 
of funds. . 


The Pioneer Telephone company of 
Enders is a new corporation in the tele- 
phone field. It takes over the property 
of a mutual company that was giving 
poor service, and the first thing it had 
to buy was a switchboard. 


The board of directors of the Skeedee 
Telephone company at St. Edwards has 
been authorized by the stockholders to 
make an effort to buy the Bell exchange 
at that place. This is one of the few 
remaining places in the state where com- 
petitive conditions still prevail. 


The generous spirit that prevails 
among the stockholders of telephone 
companies was shown in a recent hear- 
ing before the state railway commission, 
where several farm line mutuals in Fil?- 
more county were cited for making one 
rate to stockholders and a higher one 
for renters on farms who also rented 
their phones. The stockholders at- 
tempted to show, with some _ success, 
that when sacrificed dividends and the 
labor they donated to keep the lines 
running were considered their service 
cost more than that of the renters. 
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HOW ABOUT A GARDEN? 


If it isn’t too late to wigwag your 
attention, how about a garden this year? 
Last year and the year before folks who 
took a few hours off every now and then 
from pleasure and put it into working in 
the garden got the jump on the high 
cost of green groceries. They are sure 
to do better this year. 

Potatoes in Lincoln are selling close 
to 10 cents a pound, which means $6.00 
a bushel. All the potatoes you need for 
the year can be grown in a small sec- 
tion of your lot, and your time will be 
well paid for at that rate. Then there 
is corn and also peas and beans and 
radishes and lettuce and the dozen and 
one other things that can be grown 
without any particular hard work. 


You will find it a paying investment 
to have a garden. Not only will your 
vegetables cost you less, but the time 
spent in cultivating the so{l will be paid 
for in the best possible coin, good health, 
sound sleep and all the nice appurten- 
ances to feeing good. It’s the best sort 
of exercise, better than any they can 
give you at the gymnasium, and when 
you are working in the garden you are 
not off spending money in the pursuit 
of a good time. 


If you haven’t started a garden’ by 


this time, get into the game, and you 
will bless us for pushing you in. 


SAVING YOUR MONEY. 


Primarily the only money that you 
save is the money you do not spend. If 
one will remember this truism he will 
find it not so difficult to get a bank ac- 
count started. After that it is a mat- 
ter of will control. A firm resolution to 
set aside a certain sum each month or 
each pay-day for expenses and another 
stated sum for reserve, and stick to 
this program without fail—and the mi- 
racle is accomplished. 

The possession of credit is one of the 
biggest enemies to thrift. The stores 
nowadays, in their competition for 
trade, will sell goods on time and by 
the payment of small weekly or monthly 
installments to all persons who have the 
reputation of paying their bills—or to 
put it more accurately, to all persons 
who have not acquired a reputation for 
not paying what they owe. 

The dresses of a good many business 
girls, their furs and other adornments, 
the expensive suits and ties and other 


beautifiers of the young men, are made 
possible by this wide expansion of 
credit. If a person knows the limit of 
buying the possession of credit is all 
right, but when it tempts him or her to 
extravagance it is a bad thing. The peo- 
ple who pay cash for things usually find 
they do not really need a lot of things 
they thought they did. 

We are not of those who would deny 
to the young men and women the joy 
that comes from being neatly or even 
handsomely dressed. We merely point 
out that nobody ought to buy those 
things they cannot afford, and no one 
should deny himself or herself the su- 
preme satisfaction of being able to pay 


promptly what one owes and have some. 


money left. 


IMPROPER ATTACHMENT OF PUSH 
AND PULL BRACE 


The accompanying picture shows what 
happened when a sleet storm struck the 


line in which this pole, with push and pull 


brace, was standing. The brace was sim- 
ply bolted to the pole and when the exces- 
sive strain, due to weight of ice and velocity 
of wind was applied, the bolt which attached 
the brace to the pole just above the third 
cross arm, split out of the top of the brace, 
allowing the pole to break off several feet 
above the ground. The pole has_ since 
been stood up and lashed temporarily to the 
portion remaining in the ground. 


MORAL—Always place sufficient wrap- 
pings of wire around the pole and the brace, 
so as to prevent the two from separating 
without breaking one or the other. 


BR 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, MARCH 31, 1920 


Av’. 
Number Per 
Phones Tel. 
Central. DIStTICE 2.005 19,425 20 
Western District ....12,900 AT 
Northern District . 13,286 48 
Southern District . 19,314 60 
TOtAIS: ct beat eeem ees 64,925 43 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
BENNO: Mila cas cee eka 371 .34 
CBTESCO oh as san ceed see 270 .50 
College: View ~.....6+% 496 32 
TIRES. wie Leased Fate aoe 200 -d0 
IDOTEON® < cduvheee eee ses 132 2.52 
GreenwoO00d: (o6c65554%%% 217 -36 
Plavelock: ¢.0<4s4.00en see 473 .06 
PANCOIN 1s teas-en ste 6 15,254 15 
MaIGOIN:. occa Steaes 6 eo 118 1.03 
Panam .aateracs sacs 186 36 
Pleasant Dale ........ 145 -d9 
RAV INOIEL © 5 detected rcde's oe 195 of9 
University Place ..... 1,152 16 
Waverly». (i640 whee s as 216 a} 
PISITICE. Cc ewes cee 19,425 .20 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
A OBINIS® Vine ere aeiels as ay eleate 342 ool 
PLLA TICS saharega' ore ere 8 oes $10 92 
Pct DUE Week aes 2 } ae iesekine 1,138 81 
GHLTIGE: ngs teres tater 2,665 20 
TSP OG es a5), fa eiclaietg a iste ener 183 1.68 
ISTOWN VIG. \.04-23 cates 68 87 
BUTT edhe oa eee ees 171 .30 
Clatonia. cessive ewes 127 1.32 
COOKS 2 er. ks eee: es 63836 .20 
Crab: Orenand 25.08 tees 294 1.12 
WIG WALE. oak aie conte siee ties 374 43 
SOU Iasi co toma ee 196 .06 
Dunpar> <5 it0se cukeeess 350 1.16 
We PREIS, (dic cere cee ees 140 1.09 
AOI WOO) fade ks 6 he art 374 .64 
Endicott: . 33.62% ah oie¥ ott 86 4.56 
MAITDUry 258i + cas ees 1,728 .30 
Billy wscics Ciss hoes 123 1.15 
ErumM boat. 4 «che forte te 557 .40 
JONHSON Bye foc. wees oe * 2838 .70 
THOUISVILIG: os. aise tenes ik 45 
MUTTEay ie rete aa 193 1.76 
Nebraska City .....5.-. 1 Dear (7 6 .5D 
Nena WKa © isch ds oe 8 ws 214 1.01 
INGHIGNA ccs s tau eee se 140 82 
OLOGs si ehce ts acess 98 12 
POT bd tase ee siete wets ote's 357 .43 
Pickrel] .....:600-.532% 122 $3) 
Plattsmouth ....-+++-- 1,048 44 
Plymouth < 45423 <- sss 278 27 
Steele City ....-se--s 186 2.86 
Steinatern” asset 2 8 3's 221 1.59 
Sterling ..:i.sscecssees 484 43 
Syracuse ....++essreeee pee a 
Talmage ...---creerers 2 ‘ 
Teduimeall Te dee ate ey 859 1.038 
MODIAS, sectvistedosreth ss 247 39 
Weeping Water ...--- 499 61 
Wilber S.ee. ce ucwey cess 553 .30 
WVWINOFG os.055 csts ee ner 579 .08 
DISTFICE 4 Os. te ee sos 19,314 -60 


Same 

Mo.last 
Qr. 

a yj 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Number 

Phones 

Beaver Crossing ...... 383 
BGLIWOGGS sincere eco 192 
Benedict 6.5.2 3s fee see 261 
Brads RAW ose contac. sis 308 
ISTAINAYC a3 coca ba akeetes 233 
Brune: sy coe ee eae 124 
Cedar vBluirss tase... ee 330 
WOON x tn eee elg ee che 139 
SOTGOVE Sikes aus 207 
Dawid City Vantin eee 960 
EY WIRTIU. 1A coe beet atta 105 
Warland <2 ssn eee as 185 
(Garrison. -..ccanieie wes tee 115 
GYOSNSIN (yc seis 398 
ELA IAD LON e ate anes octets 172 
LtHA CAN “cat neta ciated st oe 138 
EIS UON  s.yeccithtedere care 93 
MGUOOl oo caja cine s aan hice 295 
NGS O27 gic cetacean 236 
WETTEOT Oo trecgrte se sre stents 521 
OGIAVIE, “St icee ree tes 129 
QSCEOIR Bie s..cct eee 676 
OUR Meraatic escent oat ol 522 
SOWelG ce. s.c aise ebeeielcens 1,017 
SUS era ee eh Pes oe es 356 
Stromspure? 2206 200436 694 
PEINOL EL aii ot isle ave ohotece te 5% 191 
TRA VEN! § Ghs.0t see be tlede.s 141 
TI CiCaa ed tis oe skis Bes ese 337 
WVEIDRYAISOs o.c shad cases 404 
WOO a ene ae bee 313 
WeEaHOG: i stimtee ce eke 969 
VOLK oy ova se eae cit 1,910 
Mil UAN Dako este oiteie eaters 232 
District: «so Ase5-s.' 13,286 


BelVIdGre. .nccctecsawse 1735 
@EyTIStOn. 2. 10k ie ex 168 
ClaysiCenter 4. ois odie cs 3 389 
TIOWCOSC Cs biuscsieca cou i 221 
DOTCHESLG’ 4.2 sins ones 435 
HWAPAT Wehr s hits aes. s 444 
POSE COT lt bots she eae thr 415 
MAITHGIG. soe. os ome 395 
Bairmont, 2.%.0i-aee tees 362 
POrPieng! 3h Retake 647 
Geneva’ 2s. 6 dasck oe 805 
Glenvil) 28.22 sins ecks 239 
GYATEON "soli Sig eee ten 203 
HANSON, sits veut ss 164 
Harvard: ikvictaee ooeid 633 
Baistings © iss. dibs 0k 3,355 
Hebron 3.44% eee. os: 563 
JUNnIAta <oeF ste 34 cee 164 
MINIS AT © a ote: vs bake 194 
0}: Se abs a eee eae 247 
Pauline: 64s chiar tans 72 
Prosser. sie can seon bek 135 
Red) 'Oloud eer iti ks 250 
ATONVING wan ces harmts.ate n by fa 
SMIGKIOY .25 2s 4255 Geen 396 
SEAN os bce nee er ee 76 
SUPGPION f s.5 Mins. este’ 927 
SUBTON sisea 4 oes cndish 657 

DiIstrich i... kee cei sis 12,900 


Per 
Tel. 
.83 
1.07 
51 


1] 


Av’gz. Same 
Mo.Jlast 


Qr. 
62 
84 
.36 
24 
.05 
.56 
-28 
83 
onl 
02 
e208 
-73 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, MARCH, 1920 


wood 

% %o v5 % Out 

Rank Station Chief Operater Out la Thru Total Calls 

t CENTRAL DISTRICT 
27 Pinmeoln. ses Miss A. Scouller............ 16.9 138.5 21.5 16.6 27,778 
9 ANSON recs h eIYS. O HOO. 2s. tone: 5.9. 19.5 - .18.0 8.8 2,037 
10 David City........... Miss A. Sievers....1......... 6.0 10 160 10.0 2,038 
4 Dorchester............ Miss A. Simpson............ 4.5 3.2 0.0 4.4 761 
2 wt Friend Se me ee Mrs. A. Gretsch............. 2.0 10.4 3.2 Aa’ Cees Wa Wy 
& Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss................ 5.7 16.6 9.3 Tt AdOb 
10A Plattsmouth........Mrs. H. Wallick............. 6.0 100 11.0 110 2,252 
7 Seward.................. Miss N. Gumbel............. 5.6 3.1 6.5 0.7 3,061 
17 WiahO0. 42 toe Miss L. Johnson............. 7.9 3.1 8.2 7.6 2,355 
1 Weeping Water...Miss M. Moulton............ 11 185 111 102 #£1,189 
LOCAL Or cAVveragvers .6 80 oe 6.4 8.7 9.7 8.0 15,912 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
13 Ha Parte ees ee Mrs it Beale 4 14,1 16.6 TAL 
3 1p 4 nes aoe are Mrso Revaileys..2 ase". 4,4 1.3 0.0 4.0 955 
18 Fairmont........../..- Miss E. Prescott............ 8.3 6.4 11.4 9.0 837 
15 Genevai.). 5s... Miss B. Ladnev............... 7.4 5.9 14.3 8.9 2,836 
18A. MHarvard................ Miss * Hash ein 29-2. e ne 8.3 24 14.5 10.6 826 
26 Hastine’s...2.2..00 Miss H. Richeson........... 12.6 188 185 182 10,518 
20 Hebron. tt! Miss M. McKenzie......... 10.1 111 17.6 #=138.5- 1,196 
28 Osceola.................. Miss K. Gunn.................. 13.4 8.6 14.4 13.4 980 
23 Red Cloud............ Miss B. Havel................. 11.4 114 162 13.7 882 
19 Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts...........-. 9.2 12:9 7.9 9.4 840 
25 Superior... Miss M. Attwater.......... 11.8 12.4 20.8 13.8 3,090 
6 SUtLOn! => ee Miss V. Grosshane......... 5.5 2.5 9.0 5.5 800 
27 Works... ee aed is Miss S. Hoyrn.................. —_—-— — > > ——— 
13.2 (0; 14.8 12.9 °3,244 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District’ Traffic Chie? 

Lotal or Averages... 5 8 Ne 10.1 10.1. 15.8 12.5 27,240 
12 AvabUIm: 22-2228 Miss R. McFarland....... 6.7 4.5 9.0 6:9 .2:375 
21 Beatrice................ Miss B. Sharp::.....2..% : 10.4 106 159 110 7,138 
22 De Witt..2.- st Miss E. Stegeman......... 11.1 29° LL. LL 635 
24 Harbury:2-22t..:.: Miss M. Dove................. Lisi, 111 a ey 11.8 2,823 
23 Humboldt..... eae Miss C. Gillan................. 11.4 1.5 0.0 10.3 1,018 
14 Nebraska City....Miss L. Bader................ 70 138.0 16.0 9.9 8,341 
5 Syracuse........0...... Miss E. Seelhoff............. 4.8 4.0 4,4 45 1,048 
16\,. ‘Tecumseh-........... Miss E. Smith... 7.5 143 140 11.5 41,197 
144A Wilber..........00000.... Miss E. Korbel............... 7.0 8.0 10.0 8.6 842 
11 WiVAMOY Cot32. coc cses cs Miss R. MeNelly............ 6.5 3.5 8.5 1.6  Lst? 
Total or Average:? 2.400 te 9.2 9.5 11.1 11.4 25,036 
Total or Average for February............... 9.5 8.8 10.7 10.1 86,505 
Total or Average for March.................... 10.6 10.4 145 12.1 95,966 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Maude Moulton was appointed chief 
oper.tor at Weeping Water March 15th, suc- 
ceeding Miss Maude McNamee, who re- 
signed. 

Miss Ruth Davison, operator at Weeping 
Water, graduated from the Traffic Corres- 
pondence School during the month of March. 

Miss Marie Johnson was appointed chief 


operator at Davey, effective March 15th. 

Mrs. Parmenter, former chief operator at 
Davey, has changed her plans and is making 
preparations to move to Manzanola, Colo. 

The operators at Burr were presented re- 
cently with a two-pound box of delicious 
chocolates by the Fairmont Creamery Com- 
pany. 
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LINCOLN 

Mrs. Helen Munson, of the cashier depart- 
ment, has been on the sick list for some 
time. Her smiling countenance has been 
missed by her fellow workers in the depart- 
ment who wish her a speedy recovery. 

G. T. Sprecher, cashier, recently made a 
trip to Tecumseh for the purpose of making 
an official visit to the Knights’ Templar 
at that place. 

W. Thorgrimson, district commercial man- 
ager, and M. Barratt, of the commercial 
office, recently visited the Omaha office of 
the Nebraska Telephone Company for a 
couple of days. 

Miss Hazel Seip, stenographer in the 
local commercial office, visited last month 
with relatives at her home near Summer- 
field, Kansas. 

F. S. Holmes, special agent, was absent 
a few days last month, suffering with a 
severe cold. ‘Shorty’? has since recovered 
and shows all of his old time pep. 

Paul Holmberg, of the commercial office, 
has been assigned to duty as advertising 
solicitor. Paul is an authority on advertis- 
ing, ask him about it. ; 

Miss Cecile Swanson, assistant cashier, 
paid a visit to old friends in the auditing 
department of the Des Moines exchange last 
month. 

D. G. Bell, official bad check collector, 
reports that he has some job. He also 
states that this job is hard on his nerves 
and he is now seeking a cure for his trouble. 


SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
R. H. Scott had the bad misfortune to 
run his eye into some one’s fist. or bumped 
his eye on the door looking for electric light 


switch, but upon investigation it was found 


he ran a piece of iron wire just below the 
eye. It is better at this time. It makes it 
very difficult for him to play pitch at the 
noon hour. 

Mr. Liebhart. our loaail wire chief, has 
been so busy of late on account of the wind 
that he doesn’t feel able to eat. 

Mr. Meshier, our chief dispatcher, has 
been so busy of late on account of the 
spring rush of business that he resolved 
he would only have time to take nis morning 
smoke in the evening. 

Mr. Felton, our chief inspector, has ex- 
perienced considerable difficulty these windy 
March days in riding his motorcycie. He 
says his hair doesn’t come in as fast as 
it ought to. 

Mari Lamphere, in running out his S-B 
roadster getting it tuned up for the spring 
riding, found that one piston was full of 
water with a nest of half grown sharks. 
Possibly he had filled his nadiator last 

r Salt Creek. 
wee Renick had the sad misfortune to 
let a street car scare him almost to death 
last month. He is gradually growing out 
ecEN Mann, our. assistant dispatcher, 
seems to be very popular in the dancing 
game. He is some George. Let George 


do it. . ' , 
Mr. Lansing was chief of service in Mr. 


Risser’s absence just recently. He per- 
formed his duties as though he had always 
been there. : 

Miss Maud Hall is back on the job after 
about two years” absence as Mr. Risser’s 
chief clerk. Glad to see her back. She is 
filling the vacancy left by Miss Kinsey. 

Walter Kuse has been off recently on 
account of heart trouble. 

Millard Gass has on his cable splicer’s 
clothes these days. He was given a kit 
of tools recently and is doing fine. Hurrah 
for Gass! 

A number of employes in the service de- 
partment are and have been having a hard 
time to find a place to live, on account of 
the property having been sold out from 
under them. 

Miss Ruth Kepner was off a few days on 
account of sickness, but is back to work 
again. 

Grace Smith, our record clerk, feels rather 
blue of late on account of wanting to move 
and can’t because she is unable to find 
Suitable housekeeping rooms. 

Effective April 5th, Mr. Breiner has been 
appointed supervisor of the manual switch- 
board department and: Mr. Keckler has been 
transferred to the Eastern District. 

Grace Smith and Carl Keester have a swell 
left arm apiece, after being vaccinated last 
Wednesday. They sure like to handle them 
with care and are very proud of them. 

Miss Matilda Vanicek, one of our pretty 
and ambitious trouble girls, went home with 
the smallpox March $3ist. At this date 
she hasn’t room for even one more pox. 

The Company has the misfortune to lose 
a few poles, a 50 and 100 pair cable in a 
fire at Plattsmouth, March 3list. Cablemen 
Hedstrom, Prudy, Gass and Mike Egan were 
dispatched to repair the damage. They re- 
turned home Saturday night, leaving every- 
thing O. K. They concluded that Saturday 
wasn’t the nicest day for a fire job. 

Mark Lamphere has been appointed chief 
dispatcher to succeed Chas. Meshier, who 
was transferred to the district office. 


GENERAL’ SHOP AND STOREROOM 
NOTES 


Miss Lockard had the misfortune to fall 
down stairs and dislocate her knee. We 
sincerely hope that she soon recovers. 

J. L .Clark has been added to the general 
shop force. 

L. A. Stacy has been transferred to the 
general shop. 

Noah Copple spent a vacation visiting 
home folks at Tecumseh. 

C. C. Stanton is spending a vacation 
visiting home folks at Norfolk. 

B. F. Dougherty has been transferred to 
Wahoo. 

P. O. Marsh has been employed as re- 
finisher and carpenter. 

Miss Lockard has been transferred to the 
general plant department to take the place 
of Miss Schlytern who recently resigned. 

Miss Jennie Hassenplug was off some 
time on account of illness but is back on 
the job. 
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Chas. Brown and A. H. Pates have fin- 
ished installing a special shelf in the old 
B. 40 board at the main office. This job 
is a pretty good example of the A. E. Co. 
slogan, the old will work just as well with 
the very latest type automatic equipment as 
tho it was all made the same day. In this 
one board you can compare the equipment 
installed during 1904 and the very latest 
1920 product. 

Mrs. Florence Brown, switch lady. re- 
signed April Ist. 

Miss Vera Peck, switch lady in the main 
office, received a telephone call from her 
brother at Brooklyn, New York. She re- 
ports a very clear connection and the call 
was very satisfactory. jf 

Harold Wallick and Francis Toeller, ap- 
prentice switchmen, are driving all their 
neighbors out of house and home with their 
practice in the evenings. They each bought 
a new saxaphone. 

In a recent letter from F. M. Smith, 
former switchman in the main office, says 
he went out to a 20 acre poppie field and 
gathered an armful of poppies. Compare 
this with Nebraska weather here of late. 
Mr. Smith is in Los Angeles. 

Chas. Brown and gang have finished in- 
stalling the F-41 board at the south Office. 

One of our switchmen would like to know 
how to O. K. the following: He called a 
number for a test and the lady who an- 
swered said, “‘You will have to call again 
in about ten minutes, I am all undressed.’’ 

L. Saunders, apprentice switchman, spent 
a few days in York recently. He says we 
Should be giving some classy service in 
order to keep up with the appearance of 
the new telephone exchange. 

T. S. Risser, chief of- service, has been 
transferred temporarily to the engineering 
department, as of April 5th, to work on 
equipment problems of tthe Lincoln ex- 
change. Mr. Lansing has been transferred 
temporarily from the position of foreman 
in the main office switchroom to acting chief 
of service. 

Word was received Easter Sunday of the 
death of Gordon W. Vaulx, at the home of 
his mother, 210 Lafayette avenue, Fayet- 
ville, Ark. Until recently Mr. Vaulx had 
been an employe of the Company in the 
Auditor’s office and had been with the Com- 
pany for about two years. Besides his wife 
he is survived by a sister, Mrs. T. S. Risser. 
We extend sympathy to the bereaved ones. 

K. B. Cary, District Inspector, has been 
appointed District Plant Chief of the South- 
ern District, effective April lst, Mr. Pugsley 
having resigned to go into the automobile 
business. 

W. E. Bell, District Commercial Manager 
of the Northern District, has been confined 
to his home for some time on account of 
illness. He is some better at this time and 
we sincerely hope that he continues to im- 
prove and will be soon able to be back on the 
job. 

‘ Miss Edith Schlytern has resigned her 
position in Mr. Caster’s office and has 
started with the Buick people. Miss Schly- 
tern has been with us for almost three 


years and will be greatiy missed. 

Miss Helen Shrank was added to the bill- 
ing department to fill the vacancy left by 
Miss Maidie Green, who was married in 
March. 

Miss Margarite Hollrook thas joined the 
bookkeeping force in the auditor’s office. 

Miss Iva Ahl has succeeded Miss Pearl 
Milton as toll billing clerk in the auditor’s 
office. Miss Milton will be married in May. 

On account of the death of his father 
in Greenville, Pa., Henry Ames was absent 
eleven days from the auditor’s Office. 

Miss Irene Wright, of the toll billing de- 
partment, is back at her machine after 
seventeen days absence with the smallpox. 

Miss Addie Wright lost eight ane a hal? 
pounds in an attempt to keep up the toll 
billing during her sister’s absence. 

Miss Gladys May has taken tne place of 
Mrs. Mabel Sloan as bookkeeper in the 
auditor’s office. 


PLATTSMOUTH 

On March 10thh Esther Hawkenbery sur- 
prised her many friends by going to Omaha 
where she and James Persinger were mar- 
ried. The operators are waiting their re- 
turn to have the showers that should come 
before the big event and are looking for- 
ward to another one of their good times. 

Miss Lettie Foster, line operator, spent 
several days in March visiting home folks 
in Seward. 

Miss Edith Wallengren, line operator. is 
back at her usual place after three weeks 
quarantine. We are as glad to see Miss 
Edith back as she is to be here. 

Bertha Lewis, night operator, spent three 
weeks in Murray helping Mrs. Lyle while she 
nursed the ‘“‘flu.”’ 

Mr. Mullis, florist, sent the operators a 
lovely bunch of carnations to show his ap- 
preciation of good service. 

Miss Georgia Matoush spent April ist 
shopping in Omaha. : 

“Short’? Cole, lineman, is a little fellow 
but he wears an extra large hat just now, 
all on account of a small son that arrived 
March 31st. 


Storage Batteries Require Fresh Water Occasionally 


Iexchange 


Adams ........... 301 
Ashland ........ 725 
AUMBUIN: 4c ook. . ache: 
Beatrice ........ 2526 
Beaver Crsg. 396 
Bellwood ...... ...... 
Belvidere ...... 159 
Benedict ...... 260 
Bennett ........ 317 
Bradshaw ...... 324 
Brainard ........ 97 
Brainard 


(Surprise)... 156 
Brock: j..s00566) Cai. 


Brownville .... 0 ...... 
BFUNO © en Si 82 
Bruno (Sur- 

prise): 22. 34 
BUR eee eel 
Carleton ........ 167 


Cedar Bluffs.. 313 
Ceresco 
Clatonia ........ 59 
Clay Center .. 389 
College View 398 


COlOM s2 35 140 
COOK toe cae 304 
Cordova ........ 181 
Crab Orchard 262 
Davey 25.3.2 174 


David City .. 538 

David City 
(Surprise).. 538 

Denver wine ee 


Deweese ........ ou... 
Dewatt--“2.2.44 343 
Dorchester .... 452 
Douslas (22 pees 
Dunbar .......... 343 
Dwietht 22. 55 
HOG ar yo wee 449 
Elk Creek .... 182 
Elmwood ...... 338 
Exeter 528: 374 
EPairbury 2:4. 1787 
LQ Wig aT) (seer mre 
Fairmont ...... 363 
Halley en: 103 
Brien.) 222s 633 
Garland. .........- 140 
Garrison ........ 119 
Geneva .......... 508 
Glenvil .......... 237 
Gratton --...... 136 
Greenwood .... 204 
Gresham ........ 379 
Hampton ...... 163 
Hansen ........ 161 
Harvard ........ 588 
Hastings ...... 3050 
Havelock ...... 327 


* Duplicate exchanges consolidated during 


the vear. 
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STATEMENT OF OWNED 
Development in Four Years 


1917 


313 


woeeee 


1918 1919 
313 = 3311 
804 801 

11387 1128 
2606 2574 
390 §=6384 
198 195 
159 175 
258 ~ 259 
333 329 
315 309 
235 237 
190 178 
80 70 
116 122 
Let: ee 
162 141 
332 330 
256 265 
67 66 
397 391 
439 483 
141 145 
320 334 
184 179 
280 298 
194 199 
918 928 
186 135 
ee 224 
355 =. 370 
438 426 
95 102 
3855 354 
91 109 
432 415. 
1388 135 
356 363 
3877 = 3372 
1660 1689 
3869 358 
3859 355 
105 97 
643 632 
151G 151 
119 116 
578 577 
241 239 
140 +135 
210 214 
878 378 
168 171C 
161 158 
613 623 
8119 3278 
422 436 


M Merged with other exchanges. 
G Name changed from Germantown. 


Dee. 31 Dee. 31 Dee. 31 Dee. 31 Exchange 
1916 


STATIONS, BY EXCHANGES 


Dee. 31 Dee. 31 Dec. 31 Dee. 31 
1916 1917 1918 11 


Hebron 547 599 579 562 
Humboldt. =) »-2:2: 459 446 455 
nando 1 PSS A es ee 
ithaca... 1345 £139 0259. §139 
PONNSONi coe eee eee: 267 2638 
JUMLAGa eo 155: 154 .174 168 
Lineoln .......... 12635 13664 18775 14879 
Louisville ...... 241 252 256 £=246 
Lushton ........ 96 98 106 93 
Maleolm ........ LSS 120 122 117 
McCool’ 2 307 301 300 289 
Mead. 2222 222° 227 -231. 233 
Milford _........ 350 3844 3855 £384 
Milligan ........ 181 197 198 191 
Murray 222.52 198 206 209 £200 
Neb. City .... 1461 1576 1630 1747 
Nehawka ...... 160 174 %172 £175 
Ne aha. tee” ee cs 132 141 
Octaviag fc... 125. 120 117 128 
Ovi os tee etx: 240 2386 209 215 
Osceola .......... 617. 591 622 648 
OtoGueta to. 93 100B 96 92 
Panama ........ 175 184 191 £189 
Pawlines -2.28..: 86 83 87 78C 
Pentti 2s Ue Mieke 355 
Pickrell  ........ 98 98 97 96 
Plattsmouth .. 923 978 1029 1002 
Pleasant Dale ...... 55 54 50 
Plymouth ........ duce MBA 2 At (Se Al Bs: 
Polke a 468 544 510 £518 
ELosser: -.3.. 129 13 132 135 
Raymond ...... 171 183 189 198 
‘Red Cloud .... 290 206 225 245C 
Saronville .... 180 171 176 £170 
Seward .......... 888 948 926 925 
Shelby sp S4ee eae ee 866 350 
SICK IGy ce eee re 126 4117 
Steinauer |..... 225° +236." -231° 223 
Sterling ........ 468 489 486 478 
SUrane sis 37 39 38 29 
Stromsburg .. 642 659 658 #658 
Superior ........ 748 781 768 £830 
Sutton: <2. 609 622 665 #£«246438 
Syracuse ...... 386 408 395 409 
Talmage ........ 264 271 264 #258 
Tamora ws. 207 208 #206 187 
Tecumseh ...... 777 808 £=8381 #£%849 
ThHAVer 24.05: 142 * 142" 189. 187 
MobIaS: oe. cs. 241 258 261 245 
Uni. Place .... 929 965 1009 1102 
WtiGR. 2.2 oo. 862 368 38561 3825 
Valparaiso, 8 Cees tok e” Anno 411 
Waco tes.4. 340 3389 3822 #£302 
Wahoo .....:..... 856 912 897 960 
Waverly ........ 213 226 219 £220 


Wpg. Water... 482 486 477 #468 
Wilber .......... 580 551 551 550 


Wymore ........ 611 605 562 571 
York mtr ork 1785 18384 1856 1890 
Yuran. <2... 917 289 296 £231 


Totals -2....!. 52822 55646 591381 61636 
C Competitive exchange in this town. 
B Name changed from Berlin. 
Refer to March, 1916, News for previous 
year’s record. 
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DEPRECIATION 


The accompanying picture shows a species 


of depreciation not provided for in standard , 


depreciation tables. In this case the pole 
was broken off by storm. It was repaired 


by placing a reinforcement stub alongside 


of the butt. The reinforcement stub was 
longer than necessary and was not at- 
tached to the pole according to standard 
practice. 

Following the stubbing process another 
storm struck the pole and broke it off 
above the top lashing, after which the pole 
was stood up by repair gang and lashed 
to the original stub in the manner shown 
in the picture, which displays our District 
Plant Chief Mr. Behm seriously contemplat- 
ing whether the pole would stand another 
breaking off before being replaced. 


HASTINGS 


The regular meeting of the “U and I’ 
Club was held Tuesday evening, March 22nd. 

With W. C. Cooper as chairman of the 
program committee and HI. W. Wheeler as 
chairman of the games committee, a spen- 
did evening’s entertainment was rendered. 

The program consisted of readings by 
Caroline Tilger, Mrs. Morehead and Geneva 
Wheeler, recitation by Thelma Cooper, solo 
by Gerald Murphy, piano solo by dna Ross, 
solo dancing by Josephine and ‘‘Billie”’ Oline. 
The ‘Agony’ trio, consisting of “Mac, 
“Adolph”? and “Murph,’’ rendered a few 
tortures accompanied by Mrs. McCulla at 


the piano. Mr. Lloyd Petro demonstrated 
his ability as a eartoonist. All cartoons 
made of the various employes were real 
as life. 


A number of interesting games were in- 
dulged in which provided amusement for 
all. Mrs. McCulla and Mavada Wheeler 
were awarded first prizes. Mr. Herrick had 
an option on the ‘‘booby’”’ prize. Captain 
‘Doc’ Ojers entertained the crowd with a 
number of ‘rookies’? for a few minutes. 
There is no doubt in any one’s mind as to 
why Mr. Ojers is a Captain. 

The remainder of the evening was spent 
in dancing, music being furnished by Van 
Fleet’s orchestra. 

Incidentally, we might say that Mr. Murphy's 
announcement that a ball team had been 
organized, consisting of the Telephone men 
at Hastings, was very welcome. 

The refreshment committee had a booth 
with Miss Esther Schneidermiller in charge 
to serve ice cream and cake. Mr. John 
Shultz and Miss Grace Bruns assisted very 
ably. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Olson, manager of 
Sutton, were welcome guests. 

Mrs. W. A. Greenlief, line operator, re- 
signed the 15th. Mr. Greenlief has sold out 
his business interests in Hastings and at 
present their plans are indefinite. 

Miss Magdalena Hayen, assistant chief 
operator, was confined to her home several 
days on account of illness. 

Miss Thresa Hayen, ‘‘A’’ operator, was so 
unfortunate as to lose her glasses while 
hurrying to work in answer to an S. OSs 
the morning of the big fire. They are still 
among the missing. 

The Misses Irene Haynes and Hilma Kis- 
singer have been assisting with the night 
work while Mrs. J. B. Thomas, night ee Ge 
operator, is in training for the night chief 
operator work. 

Miss Freda Hoffman’s father was In an 
automobile accident recently, receiving very 
severe injuries. The attending physician 
said it would probably be several weeks be- 
fore he could be able to walk. We extend 
our sympathy and sincerely hope for a 
speedy recovery. 

Miss Kathryn Hynes, toll supervisor, Was 
absent from duty about a week on account 
of illness. 

Miss Opal Kish, ‘‘A’’ operator, was SO 
fortunate as to find a pearl while eating 
oysters. 
to send it to Washington, D. C., for ap- 
praisal. We are anxious to know the an- 
swer. 

As it is extremely essential that telephone 
operators talk, Miss Carrie Lamps was com- 
pelled to remain away from work for several 
days. ‘A bad cold was to blame for it all. 

Miss Lena Lanfear, line operator, enjoyed 
a week’s furlough with home folks. 

The Misses Lena and Oma Lanfear at- 
tended a box supper, given by the Rebecca 
lodge at Hansen. Over two hundred dollars 
were cleared. 

Mrs. Laura McIntyre, formerly Laura 
Breckner, ‘‘A’’ operator, is assisting in the 


A local jewelryman advised her’ 
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office at present. Mrs. McIntyre is one of 
our stand-bys who is always ready to ren- 
der assistance when needed. 

Miss Hazel Richeson, chief operator, 
visited her sister in Clay Center over Satur- 
day and Sunday. 

Miss Louise Larkin, former line operator, 
was re-employed on the 16th. 

Mrs. Myrtle Hayter, former ‘‘A’’ operator, 
who has been assisting in the office, re- 
signed the i7th. 

Mrs. Bryan Miller, formerly Lydia Hoft- 
man, ‘‘A”’ operator, was a pleasant caller 
recently. She is visiting home folks. 

Miss Mary McDonald, who has worked in 
Kewanee, IIll., and Scotia, Nebr., was em- 
ployed in this exchange. 

Miss Eva Magner, ‘‘A’* operator, resigned 
and left for her home in Minatare, Nebr. 

The Misses McIntyre. Long, Larkin, Sliger, 
Bauer, McDonald and Ramey were employed 
during this month. 

Miss Grace Bruns, clerk, was confined to 
her home several days on account of illness. 

Miss Marie Ehler, local supervisor, left 
for her home at Dresden, Kans., on a two 
weeks’ vacation, the 29th. 

Miss Marjorie Haynes **A\’’ operator, is 
confined to her home on account of illness. 

Miss Juniata Maryme, line operator, re- 
signed the 31st. Miss Maryme has been 
with the Company about two years, render- 
ing very good service during that time. 

Miss Callie Mellinger, ‘‘A’’ operator, was 
confined to her home for several days with 
a severe cold. 

Mrs. J. B. Thomas, night operator, visited 
friends in Grand Island recently. 


Mrs. Roy Ojers and Mrs. R. E. Murphy 
entertained the H. T. W. Club at the Murphy 
home on March 17th. Appropriate decora- 
tions for the day were carried out. Music 
and games were indulged in during the 
afternoon, after which refreshments were 
served. 


A. T. Gille, Manager at University Place, 
and his trusty ‘‘bug” wagon. 


. 


NEBRASKA CITY 


R. O. Parks, district traffic chief, visited 
the Nebraska City exchange Wednesday. 

The greatest question that bothers the 
operating foree is ‘‘who will be married 
first?’”” However, we may say that guess- 
ing and suspense shall not long be endured 
any more because we think the question 
is answered. 

Al Newman, wire chief, has received a2 
new Dodge truck. , 

The Misses Sink, Botkin and Heafey have 
been employed in the traffic department. 

Misses Ramona Holmes and Violet Aber- 
nathy received lovely boxes gf candy from 
Mr. Girky, for special service rendered. 


Miss Alice Harmon has resigned and will 
make her home with her aunt in Lincoln. 

Miss Alice Parmenter, night chief opera- 
tor, is off duty on account of sickness. 

Carl Dennehy and Frank Harris were re- 
cently employed in the plant department as 


-troublemen. “Bill’’ McMann, from Beatrice, 


is also employed as combination man. 


The fire at the stock yards caused a great 
deal of trouble. It burnt the aerial lead 
in two, also putting all the telephones on the 
P.B.X. at the Wilson Packing Company 
out of order. The loss of the Wilson Pack- 
ing Company was estimated at $100,000. It 
was only due to the quick work of the fire- 
men that the large fire truck was not also 
burnt. . 

Miss Violet Abernathy, line operator, spent 
Easter Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. Dicken- 
man at Tecumseh, 


FRIEND 


Miss Clara Klein, operator, spent several 
days at Lincoln last month. She visited 
the Lincoln office while there. 


Mr. Kimball was a pleasant caller at our 
office March 10th. 

Miss Anna Haberman, chief operator, 
spent one day last month shopping in Lin- 
coln. 

Mrs. Preston, night operator, visited the 
Lincoln office one day last month. 

Miss Anna Haberman resigned her posi- 
tion aS chief operator and expects to be 
married soon. Mrs. Anna Mae Gretsch is 
taking her place. 

The operating force gave a farewell party 
March 15th at the home of Mrs. Frank 
Houston, in honor of Miss Haberman, at 
which time she was presented with a cut 
glass Sugar and creamer. 

Miss Fern Eichenour, operator, who has 
been sick with the “flu”, is back on the job. 

Chris Haberman, manager, would be good 
help to a wife. You should see him handle 
a mop. 

Miss Fern HEichenour, operator, visited with 
her sister at St. Paul last month. 


SHE.MADE A “SPARE” : 


“Honey, I may be home a trifle late.’’ 

“Where are you telephoning from?” 

“The office, of course. Why do you ask?” 

“Oh, nothing. Sounds like a bowling alley, 
but no matter.’’ 
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MARYSVILLE hat was lost for the time being, but some 


It may be of interest to our emploves to 
know some of the facts regarding the Marys- 
ville exchange. This exchange was pur- 
chased December 1, 1919, and at that time 
had 918 stations in service. From December 
to March the first, the records show a net 
gain of 101 telephones, giving us a total 
of 1,019 telephones. 

The exchange was visited by a rather 
severe wind and sleet storm which caused 
considerable damage, but we hope to have 
everything in ship-shape in a few days, 
after which we can devote the major part 
of our time to making new installations. 
WATCH US -GROW! 

The Misses Merle and Blanche Hadley 
were transferred temporarily from the Be- 
atrice operating force to the Marysville 
Office, because of the shortage of operators 
at that. exchange. We are very glad to 
have them and they seem to be pleased 
with Marysville. 

Miss Merle Hadley claims that Kansas 
has the strongest wind in the U.S.A. One 
evening she was walking down the street 
and the wind blew her off her feet and her 


GREENWOOD 

On the night of March 22nd some time 
between 10:30 at night and 6:00 o’clock in 
the morning the First National Bank was 
broken into and all of the safety deposit 
boxes were emptied out and a number of 
government bonds and war savings stamps 
were stolen. The robbers cut all of the 
cable in two with a saw at the first pole 
west of the telephone office. This consisted 
of one 25-pair, one 50-pair and 100-pair 
cable. They also cut all of the toll lines 
in two, just outside of the office. No one 
seemed to know when the job was done 
and the operator did not even know that 
her board was out of service. It was not 
discovered that the lines were out of ser- 
vice until some time after 6:00 o’clock the 
following morning. The manager was noti- 
fied immediately and he soon got one of the 
toll lines working and called the Lincoln 
office. The plant department soon had 
splicers on the job and service Was all re- 
stored in the evening of March 23rd. The 
robbers are still at large and no clew has 
heen found to identify them. 


good samaritan found it and returned it. 

Miss Sibyl Brandt, traveling chief opera- 
tor of the southern district, was a pleasant 
visitor at Marysville for a few days. 

Mrs. Rinehart, chief operator, was in 
Hastings for a few days, visiting her son 
and relatives. 

The operators are always in grave danger 
while operating the switchboard, since the 
signalling apparatus at times jumps from 
the board and strikes the girls. One opera- 
tor, after working two months, is entitled to 
wear seven wound stripes, according to the 
rules of war. 

E. L. Klein, combination man, was trans- 
ferred back to the Fairbury exchange a few 
days ago. We are sorry to lose him and 
wish him every success. 

Olga Beisner is back at the switchboard 
after a severe battle with the ‘‘flu.’”’ she 
says she feels none the worse. 

Ethel Moore has resigned her position: so 
she can devote all of her time to her family 
and housekeeping activities. If she is as 
good at housekeeping as she is at operating 
we envy her husband. 

Devonna Sims, Gladys Green and Gertrude 
Riepen have been added to the operating 
force recently. 

Carl Zentz, troubleman, claims that he 
has traveled more miles than anyone else 
in KanSas since the recent sleet storm. 

Everyone in the Marysville office is getting 
anxious to see the smiling faces of some of 
our officials and we wish to call their atten- 
tion to the fact that the railroad really 
runs through our town and all the trains 
stop here. The town is not overrun yet. 
COME DOWN AND SEE US. 

We notice that Mr. Wood at David City 
has organized the employes into a club for 
the purpose of putting their exchange over 
the top with a thousand strong. We are for 
vou, Mr. Wood, and only wish that we might 
help you. We went over the thousand mark 
last month and we know how it feels. 

We are putting out a new directory and 
are open for suggestions. Where are some 
of those pet ideas that you talk about? 

Rinehart says that at times he needs a 
Chinese lawyer and a Marshal Foch to help 
him locate some of his troubles and con- 
quer them. . 

“KEEP YOUR WEATHER EYE ON THE 
MARYSVILLE EXCHANGE.” 


CRAB ORCHARD 

The Misses Katherine Schmitt and Martha 
Young, Beatrice line operators, were visi- 
tors during March at the Crab Orchard 
office. 

Miss Frances Protsman, ‘'A’’ operator, has 
returned to work after a week’s visit in 
Colorado. - 

We were pleased with a visit from Mr. 
Caster, Mr. Pugsley and Mr. Cary. 

Our chief operator, Miss Clara Schmitt, 
spent a Sunday in Beatrice with her parents. 

Mr. Orville Pearson, lineman, is on the 
sick list. We all hope to see him back 
before long. 

Mr. Parks and Mrs. Brandt made us a 
very short visit. They walked right in, 
turned around and walked right out again. 


aT 


Anna Haberman, Chief Operator at Friend, 
who resigned her position March 15 and was 
married April Ist. Miss Haberman has been 
in the employ. of the Company for nearty five 
years. She was also Chief Operator at David 
City during the summer and fall “f 1918. 
Anna Mae Gretsch is Chief Operator at Friend 


ut present, 


BRAINARD 


The following article appeared in the 
Brainard Clipper recently: 
Music By Henry 
For Sale 

One Ford car with piston ring; two rear 
wheels; one front spring. Has no fenders, 
seat or plank, burns lots of gas and hard to 
erank. Carburetor busted half way through, 
engine missing, hits on two. Three years 
old, four in the spring, has shock absorbers 


and ever’thing. Radiator busted, sure do 


leak, differential dri, you can hear it squeak. 
Ten spokes missin’, front all bent, tires 
blowed out, ain’t worth a cent. Got lots 
of speed, will run like the deuce; burns 
either gas or tobacco juice. ‘Tires all off, 
been run on the rim. A d good Ford 
for the shape it’s in. Chas. Crew, Mgr., 
1B, MAL! yeep elt 


Miss Mildred Gumbel of Seward graduated 
from the Traffic Correspondence School dur- 
ing the month of March. 

Miss Cleo Wolfe, operator at Auburn, was 
transferred on March ist to Beatrice for 
further training. : 

Mrs. Lillian Pinn has taken charge of 
the Otoe office. Otoe is her home town and 
everyone is wishing her success as chief 
operator there. 


FINE! 
! i ane girls are not allowed to talk 
ack,” 
“What a field from which to select a 
wife.” 
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DUNBAR 

The Dunbar operators received several - 
boxes of candy and a bunch of Shamrocks 
from W. W. Anness, St. Patrick’s day, in 
appreciation of good service rendered . 

Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, traveling chier opera- 
tor, made a short visit at the Dunbar office 
recently on her way to Otoe. 

Mr. Parks, district traffic chief, made the 
Dunbar office a short visit March 18th. 

Miss Margaret Tebow, relief operator, left 
the service of the Company March ist to 
take up other work. We are very sorry 
to lose her but wish her success in her new 
work. 

Miss Jessie Mouden has been employed 
as relief operator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Helfer are the proud parents 
of a baby girl, born March 6th, named 
Marcella Marie. 

Misses Susie Clark, chief operator, and 
Kathryn Tebow, operator, autoed to Syra- 
cuse last Saturday night to attend a basket- 
ball game at that place. 

Ralph Clark and Harold Harpster have 
been employed to help rebuild the tele- 
phone lines that were hit by the recent 
sleet storm. ~ 

Earl Ottens has been employed as trouble- 
man. 

The latest addition to the traffic depart- 
ment is Miss Marcella Marie Helfer. Miss 
Helfer will have acquired the advanced age 
of one month and twelve days when this 
edition of The News comes out. She has 
one of the main qualifications for a telephone 
operator, a “voice with a smile,” but owing 
to her short period of experience she hasn’t 
been allowed to Work alone yet. 


NEHAWKA 

Wm. Faux, the good natured trouprteman, 
is being guyed to the limit the last few 
days, and if it were not for his strong con- 
stitution he would no doubt be a total 
wreck. Here is the story: 

It is said “Bill” was returning to town 
from the north Tuesday evening and when 
about to turn the corner at the harness 
shop,. two of NehawkKa’s fair lassies were 
walking west and another east. The rest 
is simple. ‘‘Bill’’ tried to watch all three 
parties at once and as he is not cross-eyed 
it couldn’t be did. There happened to be 
a large car parked in front of the Sulphin 
store and all at once it loomed up in front 
of ‘Bill’ as big as the Rock of Gibraltar. 
He twisted the steering wheel with all his 
might but could not avoid the collision. 
Luckily the only damage was a bent fender 
on the “‘flivver’’ he was driving. We trust 
the young: ladies in the future will try to 
keep far enough apart not to interfere with 
the vision of Mr. Faux as the ‘‘flivver’’ may 
take to climbing telephone poles like its 
driver. 

Miss Alice Shane has been assisting Miss 
Marjorie Twiss with the operating at Louis- 
ville. 

The Misses Grace Huston and Lois Lewel- 
lyn, operators at Auburn, graduated from 
the Traffic Correspondence School during the 
month of March. 


Sections of pole line wrecked by wind, near 
Tecumseh on March 2nd. 


FAIRBURY 

J. C. Gear, of the plant department, was 
off duty several days on account of the ‘‘flu.”’ 

Miss Irene Parker, night chief operator, 
spent March 24th shopping in Lincoln. 

Miss Tracey Helleman, line operator, has 
resigned and has gone to Colorado to make 
her home. 

Misses Della Clark and Corine Boddy are 
student line operators. 

Miss Thressia Seidler has been transferred 
from the traffic department to the commer- 
cial department. 

Miss Winifred Fisher, ‘“‘A’’ operator, was 
off duty several days during the month of 
March on account of sickness. 

Mrs. Gladys Church has been re-employed 
in the traffic department. 

Misses Emma Davis, Olive Coopich and 
Mrs. Virginia Cathcart have been employed 
in the trafic department. 

Mr. Coulson, commercial and traffic super- 
intendent of the United Telephone Com- 
pany, visited the Fairbury exchange on 
March 28rd. 

Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, traveling chief opera- 
tor, was a very welcome yisitor at Fairbury 
during the month of March. 

Mrs. Bertha Sharp, chief operator at 
Beatrice, visited Fairbury on March 24th. 

Several of the toll operators received 
tickets from the manager of the Majestic 
theatre for “The Bird of Paradise.”’ 

Miss Ethel Palmer, line operator, spent 
April 1st in Lincoln. 

ASHLAND 

On the evening of March 27th a new com- 
mon battery switchboard and central office 
equipment was installed at the Ashland ex- 
change. The cut-Over was made from the 
magneto plant and was exceptionally well 
handled by our employes. AS soon as_ the 
farm lines are made metallic this exchange 
will be one of the finest and up-to-date ex- 
changes in the territory. A picture of the 
new board has just been received and will 
be published in a later issue of The News. 

BEATRICE 

Miss Martha Langley was employed by 

the traffic department, and Marie McNabb 
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Bible was re-employed. 

Leona Applebee, change number operator, 
is always at work on time. We could be, 
too, if we had a new Ford to come in. 

How many people know where Cupid 
lives? How many ever wondered where he 
lives? I suppose some people imagine that 
he lives up in the clouds some place. Of 
course the ancient Greeks thought that he 
lived on Mount Olympus with the rest of 
the gods ‘and goddesses, when he was at 
home, which he seldom is, he’s too busy 
Spearing hearts to stay at home long. 

Now we people of the Beatrice traffic de- 
partment happened to find out where Cupid 
really does live. When a _ Beatrice line 
operator goes to Crab Orchard and only 
Stays from Saturday noon until Saturday 
evening and returns with a perfectly beau- 
tiful new diamond ring it’s perfectly obvious 
that Cupid resides right down here in Crab 
Orchard, Nebr. 

Perhaps I shouldn’t have told this because 
Crab Orchard isn’t a-.very large town and 
can’t possibly accomodate over a thousand 
transients a day, and the Telephone Com- 
pany only employs five operators there; and 
besides if too many people get in Cupid’s 
way at once he’s liable to run out of arrows, 
although Martha did say that he seemed to 
have ‘‘an awful lot of ’em.”’ . 

Mrs. Brandt, southern district traveling 
chief operator, spent several days in Marys- 
ville where she secured an accurate peg 
count. 

Miss Agnes Schmitt, Lincoln supervisor, 
spent Easter with ther parents in Beatrice, 
and visited the traffic department Monday 
morning. 

Miss Olive Noble, observation operator, {3 
off duty on account of tonsilitis. She is 
spending a few days in Fairbury with her 
aunt, where she expects to have her tonsils 
removed. We are wishing for her a speedy 
recovery and hoping that she will soon be 
back at work, and because she is always good 
natured and smiling and ready for a joke 
we miss her the more. 

Beginning March ist, the traffie depart- 
ment established a flower fund. Each gir: 
pays 10 cents per month. Katherine Vad- 
bonker is secretary of the fund and she re- 
ports flowers sent to Mr. Sharp and to Miss 
Kaltenback during March. We find it very 
convenient to have this fund to draw on 
instead of having to collect for three or four 
days every time we wish to remember a 
sick employe. 

The traffic department is rejoicing over 
the return of the Hadley sisters from Marys- 
ville. We feel satisfied that they did their 
work well and we were glad to be able to 
help out at that office. 

The March issue of The News was - cer- 
tainly a prize number. Every one in the 
Geatrice office commented upon its being 
“the best vet.’ ‘We like the idea of classify- 
ing the news according to towns; it makes 
a better showing for those who do con- 
tribute and ought to encourage the others 
to “pep up” a little. 

Miss Bessie Alward, operator, graduated 
from the Traffic Correspondence School dur- 
ing the month of March. 


OFFICIALS OF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and* Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
RRANK VE YIW OOD S:.232.. Ae NUE! 2s ELE ORY The PA President 
Sse BD URIN EAMG 9.6 che Toes OTR 2 ee ee ees ..Vice-President 
C. J.¢ BILTISS 20! ol tobe ally 0g RUN REF ENG Vina 1 A a a a Treasurer 
GM PeURUSS Hig se 2 i) Sere pe Aa Secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
1b: COME ORT Zs Bone Nae a eg OAR RT RE Ae ee General Manager 
Wi LAL MON. 20 Be Ake POR Nee APT 0 UT VMAs DG Auditor 
COMMERCIAL 
Rs AE VAT TTS © Neue, et, ae i as OA ne Ue Commercial Superintendent 
W. THORGRIMSON ....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
WV es ENT boty Sey J District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. H. CAMAN...W..00000.... District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
Wt Gx GOORH Ra aku District Commercial Manager, Western District 
PLANT 
MIR Ti. GAS HUBHRa ok Spi ri 3 pene OY by Sth Pag Aaa Plant Superintendent 
FA EW. BBY RAR dirs ee. oe el UR ae 2 eye ee Plant Engineer 


Il’. E. BEAM... .......District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
H. W. WHEELER... ....++.----District Plant Chief, Western District 


Re. 15) GAT e eed A, ....District Plant Chief, Southern District 
TRAFFIC 

GHOEAIGA NING oO Cel Mee lity) Ua ae .Trafiie Superintendent 

RatS.kB RAG WS RR pai ee: eed tak 1c 2 ele ae ell eB aid Traffic Engineer 

WP RMB A ie Ba ek. pha District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 

Rago: VRAIVKISwa id ae fete GMA se District Traffic Chief, Southern District 

Re EisplVi RAR EY of, feet ae ee District Traffic Chief, Western District 


Re Se _—————————K—;<;zZ—a—————_—X—>——=>E—E— 


Ji... WIE SESS 


Evolution of Success 


1CAN’T 


I WISH I COULD 
ARCOM TT MO" CONAN IN] 
LP BYE I IGE AVE Ly hevAGN 


ue Saye Wan 
TWILL 


heme Ee me 1 Lf cms fff] ee | | ene |] [mee ff] eee ff ff ow fl ff me fl ff eee ff [| ee |i ff fff fT || | |] come jf ff meee fj jj come ff |] ecnece Yj ff exces § ) oa 9 ences ff eee 2 cote 8 il cme ff ee ff cee ff if ff] oo 


; ta . 

, ’ ; 

; es “— 

4 SQ eee 


- r 


THE. SPIRIT OF THE VOICE 
WITH A SMILE 


1920 


A ec SS BOS GO OOO SS -wowwee we eww eee eo es Se Se Se SB es eF2B eSB SB Se Ss Bese ses w@ e229 2 BS | =| 


Ferrer ewroererewrerwrl worl OOO OOOO OOO OC OOOO OOOO OOOO OZ eB eee see eesee o> 


<8) 


WHERE CENTRAL REIGNS 


A brief news item in The News the other month chronicling the 
fact that one of the company’s young women employes had just finished 
four years service started a train of thought. Four years before a 
manual switchboard ought to qualify any girl to sit as a model for a 
statue of patience, make her a trained reader of human character, and 
a candidate for the best pair of angel wings in stock. 

Central is the one person on the payroll who is right up under the 
guns all of the time. Over her fair shoulders roll the accumulated 
grouches of the night and day, and into her shell-like ears are poured 
a constant Niagara of comment and criticism, praise and blame. To 
the average subscriber, she is the company, she is Service personified. 
It is what she does and how she does it that make for the popularity 
or unpopularity of the company with its patrons. 

The fact that with most subscribers the company is regarded as 
polite, courteous and considerate in its treatment of them is due entirely 
to the patience, loyalty and good humor with which she performs her 
trying work. Every office has its grouches, men or women who are 
never satisfied with the service they get, and these are the trials of her 
faar young life. That she emerges from these still patient, still good- 
humored and still courteous speaks well for her powers of self-control. 

Americans are a hurly burly sort of people. They do business in 
a hurry, travel from home to office in a hurry, eat their lunch in a 
hurry, and as the telephone is an integral part of their life and daily 
routine it is inevitable that this spirit of rush and run is commmuni- 
cated to the central exchanges. Ten seconds’ delay in making a connec- 
tion is five minutues with these people, and they take no pains to conceal 
their opinion upon the matter. 

So it is that we take off our hat in compliment to the young woman 
operator who has come through four years of it and is still smiling, 
serene and enamored of her work, 
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PRACTICAL CO-OPERATION 

It canbe taken for granted that every 
member of the telephone organization 
feels that he or she has a definite place 
in that organization, a definite task to 
perform to the best of their ability. 
What everyone does not understand is 
how each of them is related to all of 


the other workers in their tasks and in 


the delivery of our product, service. 


Important as is the plant department, 
the traffic department or the commercial 
department, either would be valueless in 
securing the end sought if it were not for 
the other two. It is a spirit to be com- 
mended that insists upon the department 
with which one is connected as being 
the most important, but we don’t get 
across unless we co-operate with the 
members of the other departments. — 


It will be assumed that everybody ac- 
cepts these broad, general principles, but 
the text from which we are printing this 
little sermon on co-operation gets down to 
the grass roots. Just as men and wo- 
men find their best happiness in helpful- 
ness, in assisting others, so will tele- 
phone workers secure their greatest sat- 
isfaction from not only doing their job 
right but in helping out the others, the 
departments and in turn the company. 

Service, for instance. can be given 
only if the equipment is in proper shape. 
No energy, promptness or diligence of 
the operator in making connections will 


make service first-class unless her cords, ° 


jacks or other parts of the equipment are 
in proper working order. When an oper- 
ator finds her work impeded by poor 
equipment, let her pass the word to the 
supervisor and let the plant promptly 
clear the trouble. By working together 
this way equipment is kept up to stand- 
ard and service insured. 

When a service complaint comes in, 


don’t tell the subscriber that it is some- 
body else’s fault. Take steps to see that 
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the trouble is discovered and remedied. 
In that way subscribers are kept satis- 
fied and the service maintained. 


TALKING THINGS OVER 

Whenever you get an invitation to 
attend any of the conferences that the 
cecmpany makes it a point to hold when- 
ever convenient, accept and attend. Talk- 
ing things over is the one sure and cer- 
tain way to maintain the morale of an 
organization and quicken and retain the ~* 
interest of those composing it. 


These conferences are devoted, in the 
main, to a presentation and discussion 
of the various problems that arise cov- 
ering the relations of the various depart- 
ments one to another. Difficulties vanish 
when employes get a chance to state 
their problems and secure the ideas of 
their fellows. It promotes a better under- 
standing of the work of the entire or- 
ganization because it enables everybody 
to get the viewpoint of everybody else. 


To be able to sit and talk out a pro- 
position is vastly superior to any pos- 
sible exchange of letters, and assists the 
executives in keeping in touch with the 
various company undertakings and 
quickly locating the things that are pre- 
venting them from being properly put 
through. 


Not the least of the benefits that at- 
tach to these conferences is the mani- 
festation to every participant that the 
company is interested in having him or 
her succeed in their line of work and 
thus earn the promotion that waits upon 
faithful service. 


The spirit of interest and loyalty that 
these conferences engender and foster 
is a striking feature of the interchanges 
of ideas and methods. They bring the 
men and women closer together and weld 
the organization into that harmonious 
whole that is the aim and desire of all 
of the executives. 
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THEODORE N. VAIL 


The biggest man in the telephone world 
died on April 16th when Theodore N. 
Vail passed on. For more than twenty 
years he had been executive head of 
the great Bell system. He began as a 
telegraph operator back in 1868, and by 
clear force of ability went through to 
the top. As far back as 1878 he was 
general manager of the Bell, and it was 
his organizing genius and belief in the 
future of the telephone that made pos- 
sible the great network of wires that to- 
day cover the country. 


None of the men early in the industry 
foresaw its future. They looked upon 
it as available only for local communi- 
eation. They laughed behind Vail’s back 
when he built his first toll line from 
_ Boston to Providence. He lived to see 
the transcontinental line built and the 
human voice, through the use of tele- 
phonic apparatus, projected halfway 
round the world. 


Mr. Vail left the position of general 
superintendent of the railway mail ser- 
vice to enter the telephone field, against 
the advice of his friends. He found the 
telephone regarded as a toy; he made 
it a commercial necessity. He did so 
only after a most strenuous fight, not the 
least powerful of his opponents being 
the Western Union Telegraph company 
of which in later years he became presi- 
dent. His motto was: “Real difficulties 
can be overcome; it is only the imaginary 
ones that are unconquerable.” 

In 1885 he formed and became head of 
the American Telephone & ° Telegraph 
company, which made a specialty of long 
distance lines, but which later took over 
the entire Bell system. In 1902, with 
all his problems solved, he retired for the 
purpose of operating a large farm he 


owned, and traveling. Instead he became 


interested in the development of electric 
lighting and traction companies. In 1904 
he retired again, and conducted model 
farming operations on a large scale in 
Vermont, and became a leader in develop- 
ing the business side of agriculture. 


From this retirement he was again 
dragged forth when the panic of 1907 
struck the country. He again took the 
helm of the Bell interests, placed them on 
a firm financial foundation, took over the 


Western Union and started telephony on 
a new era of development. In 1919 he 
resigned as president but continued as 
chairman of the board of directors. 


Much of the recent advancement of the 
industry was also due to his powers of 
vision. He backed the engineering force 
of the Bell in its numerous lines of ex- 
periment, and it was his faith in the 
future of the business that made wireless 
telephony possible. Energy, enthusiasm, 
vision, hard-work—these were the in- 
struments he used to carve the giant 
monument he left behind him. 


Freda Sanmann,, Plant Clerk at York, who 


Was recently married to Ernest Wellman, Line- 
mun, The News wishes the couple a happy 
and prosperous life. . 
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THE “HOWLER” 

“Ugh!” Bang! Bump! Thud! ‘‘D—n th 
luck!” 

Nellie Brown, “A” operator, sat 
straight up in bed, her eyes wide and 
staring. What had wakened her? What 
had she heard? What does she hear? 
It’s someone walking noisily through the 
room below. . 

What could she do? All alone in that 
big house with a burglar—and it was 
evident from the noise he was making 
that the burglar thought he was alone. 

Nellie threw back the covers and crept 
out of bed. Slipping into bedroom slip- 
pers and bath robe, she stole down the 
stairs. At the foot of the stairs she 
could see a dark form moving about in 
the library. As she watched, the form 
passed by a window through which the 
moon was: shining and to her horror, 
Nellie saw that the burglar was a negro. 
A negro burglar! A white one would 
have been bad enough—but a black one! 
What could she do? 

If only her folks would return! They 
had left early in the evening for a party 
at one of the neighbor’s—and it was past 
midnight. 

As she stood there on the stairs watch- 
ing the burglar, many thingis to do 
flashed through her mind. She might 
eall the police—but the burglar would 
hear her talking. She might get the re- 
volver—but it was in the library. She 
couldn’t go in there! Besides he would- 
n’t be afraid of her if she had a gun in 
each hand. 

If she could only get him out of that 
room! She didn’t care whether he was 
captured or not. All she cared for was 
to get him out in such a way as to cause 
him to leave his bulky bag behind. 

An idea flashed across her mind. Ne- 
groes are very superstitious. She would 
frighten him. But how? Being a tele- 
phone operator, surely she could think 
of some way. 

She stole noiselessly through the hall 
into the dining room. There was the big 
arm chair just as she had left it on re- 
tiring. As she looked at it now, she 
thought of how she had pulled it in from 
the fireplace and in it had enjoyed her 
book to its full extent. | 

A muttered oath from the library 
brought her back to the present situa- 
tion. She rushed to the beloved chair 


as though its great arms could protect 
her. 

As she sat huddled in the chair, her 
hands clasped tightly over her fluttering 
heart, a hopeful thought, occurred to her. 
Just behind her stood the telephone. She 
would take the receiver down and leave it. 
She would not give an order when the 
operator answered the signal. Then the 
“howler!” The “howler!” That was it! 
She would scare the burglar with the 
“howler.” Taking the receiver from the 
hook she placed it to her ear. She heard 
the operator’s voice over the wire but did 
not answer it. 

‘‘Number, Please?” “Number, please?” 
“NUMBER PLEASE?” came again and 
again, but Nellie was silent. She knew 
very well what would happen if she only 
waited. And when that terrible noise 
started ! She smiled and stood the 
receiver up on the desk beside the phone, 
and hid behind the big chair so she could 
see into the library. 

The burglar was helping himself to 
everything that struck his fancy. As 
she watched him putting all these things 
into his bag, Nellie felt very much like 
crying, but it would do absolutely no 
good and he might hear her, so choking 
the tears back she waited. 

And then it came! First low and 
moaning, then raising to a high, hideous 
screech and dying away in a prolonged 
moan of agony, only to raise again and 
fall. 

Nellie crouched behind the chair with 
a finger in each ear. The burglar raised 
suddenly from his task of tying the bag 
and gave one frightened glance around 
the room. Then turning as pale as a 
negro can, he gave one scream that 
nearly matched the “howler” and bolted 
for the open window—Olive N. Noble, 
Beatrice Observer. 


SAFETY FIRST 

During a recent storm an electric light 
wire was broken and the end of it hung 
to the ground along side of the street. 

A small boy saw it and following his 
impulse to investigate, took hold of the 
wire. He was electrocuted. 

Any wire hanging down from poles 
may be charged with electric current and 
people, especially children, should be care- 
fully instructed not to touch such a wire. 
Parents and teachers can do much toward 
preventing these accidents. 
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New common battery switchboard installed at Ashland. The operators feel very 
proud of this new acquisition, as it is one of the most modern types of switehboard . 
in the state. 


BRITISH WAKING UP 

With the war over and the Britishers 
having had a chance to get some new 
ideas about the growth of the telephone 
industry, the postoffice department has 
made up a budget that includes fifty mil- 
lion dollars for giving London a new 
telephone service. While the matter has 
not yet been decided, the nrajority senti- 
ment of the engineers and officials is 
that the manual system be displaced by 
the automatic. 


It will probably interest News read- 
ers to learn that Nebraska, with her 
wide-flung areas and stretches of plain 
and a million and a quarter population, 
has twice as many telephones as are in 
use in compact London, with three or 
four times that population. The idea 
of being able to call up a friend by mere- 
ly rotating a little numbered disk at the 
base of their phones appeals to the fancy 
of the English. 


They propose to divide the city into six 
areas, each with a central exchange. 
Heavy overhead cables will disappear. 
Subscribers are to be given a six figure 
eall in which the first figure will indi- 
cate the area, the second the exchange 
within that area, and the whole combina- 
tion will be used for the subscriber’s 
number. 


_ EMPLOYES TELEPHONE STOCK 
On July first another opportunity will 
be given the employes of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company to 
purchase shares of the common stock of 
the company at its par value of $100 per 


share, on monthly payments of $2.25 for_ 


each share taken. 

The dividends accruing on the stock 
purchased are also credited as payments 
and these with a bonus of $4.45 given by 
the company to those who complete the 
payments, less 4% charged on the de- 
ferred amounts, pays the purchase price 
in full in 36 months, when the stock 
certificate is issued. 

If sickness or other emergency arises 
compelling the employe to withdraw the 
money paid in, he will receive the full 
amount of his payments with 4% in- 
terest. 

The purchase of this stock presents 
an exceptional method of saving and in- 
vestment of those savings, and we rec- 
ommend that each employe give the 
matter careful consideration and secure 
as many shares as possible. 


DOUBLE CONVEX LENS 
Operator (politely)—‘Number, please?’’ No 
response; again, coaxingly. ‘‘Number, please?” 
Sub —“T can’t hear you; wait till I get my 
specs.” 


> — ee — 
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BACKING THE GOVERNMENT 

In time of war there was no division 
of sentiment over the proposition of back- 
ing the government to the limit. Now 
that peace and reconstruction times have 
arrived there ought to be the same deter- 
mination to stand back of the admin- 
istrative powers of nation and state alike. 
This is not only a duty commanded of 
every loyal citizen, but it is the one 
bulwark of safety for each individual 
and, therefore, the best thing he can do 
for himself. 

Telephone workers can bring this 
lesson and this truth directly home to 
themselves. Before the war the tele- 
phone system of Austro-Hungary was 
owned and operated by the government. 
Literature appearing at that time pic- 
tured conditions as idealistic. Workers 
were well paid—for Europe—they were 
well housed and their welfare was care- 
fully looked after. Within the last few 
weeks heartrending appeals have come 
from Austrian telephone workers to the 
employes of the large companies operat- 
ing in the United States. 

In these letters, which are certified to 
by the American diplomatic represent- 
atives, as genuine and truthfully depict- 
ing the existing situation, it is set forth 
that wages are insufficient, that work is 
intermittent, that the money in which 
they are paid is so greatly depreciated 
in value as, to have almost reached the 
point of worthlessness. Out of their 
want and misery they appeal for aid to 
keep from starving and to hide their 
nakedness—appeal to those in this land 
of plenty for assistance in their direst 
need. 

Immediately following the ending of 
the war Austro-Hungary fell a prey to 
the bolsheviks. The workers took over 
the government, and made so sad a mess 


_of it that it was necessary to call in 


trained executives. So great was the 
demoralization, however, caused by the 
effort of the untrained and ignorant to 
undertake the civil administration that 
it has yet been impossible to restore 
conditions under which prosperity can be 
assured. 

Under a strong government the con- 
dition of the telephone worker in Austria 
was all that could be desired. Under 
a weak government that speedily reached 
the point of being no government ai all, 


starvation and want are their portions. 

In America, the government fixes the 
rates that guarantee jobs and wages to 
telephone workers and insists upon the 
management of the compantes being 
placed in the hands of men trained for 
their respective positions. In this way 
stability is given the business and its 
continued operation assured. 

The lesson of Austria will not be lost 
on the telephone workers of America, 
whose own interest, as it has been shown, 
is bound up in maintaining a strong, 
stable government. The man who wants 
this sort of government supplanted by 
the kind that brought Austria prostrate 
is no friend of men and women with jobs. 


GETTING MOMENTUM 

Momentum means forward motion 
and is in direct proportion to the weight 
of a body multiplied by the speed at 
which it is going. In a piece of machinery 
it is that driving force which carries the 
connecting rod past the dead centers. 

Momentum is a vitally important 
factor in the lives of men and women. 
There is the momentum of intelligence. 
It is the driving power that applied to the 
work in hand carries them over the dead 
centers of . ambition. There is also the 
momentum of character. This is the 
power created out of the daily experien- 
ces of people which gives them the fac- 
ulty of overcoming all obstacles. 

With these two things, intelligence 
and character, no road is too steep or 
too rough to climb. Intelligence means 
knowing how, character means spiritual 
force. In combination they are irresis- 
tible. Everybody can understand that 
without mental force progress is slow and 
limited. Everybody knows that without 
physical strength the heavier burdens 
are impossible. But everybody does not 
realize that spiritual force is greater 
than either because it is boundless in its 
scope and a weak body may develop more 
of it than the finest specimen of man- 
hood. 

Spiritual force has its origin only in 
character, and character is formed by 
the habits, the things you do and the 
things you think about. If these be good 
things, if they do not defile or degrade, 
they give a momentum that carries per- 
sons beyond any temptation. Being good 
is usually the most vital element in mak- 
ing good. 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, 


5 1920, and April 30th, 1920;-also gain and loss since January Ist, 
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‘STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


1,20 30,20 Gain Loss 


Jan. Apr ril 

1 Lincoln .......... 14879 15440 
2 Hastings” 1% 3278 3408 
3 Beatrice ........ 2584 2662 
AW OV 4 1890 1924 
5 Nebr. City...... 1747 1779 
6 Fairbury ........ 1689 1779 
_% Uni Place........ 1102 1169 
8 Auburn ........ 1128 1140 
9 Plattsmouth .. 1002 1046 
10 Wahoo ............ 960 978 
11 David City...... 928 966 
12 Seward. ...-....... 925% 937 
13 Tecumseh 849 863 
14 Superior ........ 830 839 
15 Ashland ........ 801. 819 
16 Sutton ............ 643 660 
17 Osceola ........ 648 659 
18 Stromsburg 658 659 
19 Friend ............ 632 653 
20 Harvard ........ 623 639 
21 Geneva ............ 577 #8586 
22 Wymore ........ 571 578 
23 Hebron .......... 562 564 
24 Wilber ............ 550 555 
PAS hl EX 01h eee ns: sak ets A 513 528 
26 College View.. 4838 509 
27 Sterling ........ 478 486 
28 Havelock ........ 436 482 
29 Wpg Water.... 468 477 
30 Humboldt 455 474 
81 Dorchester .... 426 438 
32 Syracuse ...... 409 418 
33 Edgar ............ 415 416 
34 Gresham ........ 378 408 
385 Valparaiso ... 411 401 
86 Milford........... 384 390 
37 Clay Center.... 391 889 
38 Exeter ............ 372 387 
389 Beaver Cr’sg. 384 386 
40 Elmwood ........ 363 376 
41° DeWitt .......... 370 = 875 
42 Fairfield ........ 358 372 
43 Fairmont ...... 355 369 
AA ROTA 21 23:222.-24-2: 355 365 
45 Shelby ............ 350 355 
46 Dunbar ............ 354 350 
AP WtiGa. -.2..22.:- 325 389 
48 Bennett ........... 329 338 
49 Cook .............. 3384 336 
50 Cedar Bluffs.. 330 882 
Bill Adams? ..s2s..222 311 323 
52 Waco 2e.!.22:...2-- 302 §=312 
58 Bradshaw ...... 309 3808 
54 McCool .......... 289 302 
55 Crab Orchard ..298 290 
56 Plymouth ...... 273 281 
57 Johnson ........ 263 276 
58 Ceresco .......... 265 272 
59 Talmage ........ 253 262 
60 Benedict ........ 209 255 
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January 


1920. 
Jam. April 
1,720 30,'20 Gain Loss 
61 Louisville ..... ..246 251 5 
62 Red Cloud ........ 245 249 4 
63 Glenvil .......... 239 248 9 
64 Tobias ......... 245 247 V4 7 
65 Mead .............. 233 236 i pe et. 
66 Brainard ........ ZOU 234 bare 3 
GizeVittan’, 22h. Zoly eos if. Saree 
68 Steinauer .......... 225° woe) 2 
69 Deweese ........ 224 220 sae 4 
70 Greenwood .... 214 218 Ai oon 
THON Ss ees. 215 215 oe ses 
72 Waverly ........ 220 212 feo pote. 
lo Davey Sie2...: 199 201 2 
74 Tamora .......... 187 199 LZ: 
75 Raymond ...... 198 195 coeeu @ Mass 
76 Murray .......... 200 195 en €O 
77 Bellwood ........ 195. 198 3.8 
78 Milligan ........ 191 191 as : 
79 Panama ........ 189 189 Si 
80 Steele City... 182 187 5 
81 Nehawka ...... "185 185 2 Nee lad te 
82 Cordova ........ 179 182 Se 
83 Brock .............. 178 178 at lh 
84 Belvidere ...... 175 171 ee 
Sobor see ees 171 171 siti 
86 Saronville ... 170 171 Li este 
87 Hampton ........ 171 164 aa EG 
88 Juniata ......... au Go 164 1 A. 
89 Hansen .......... 158 162 4 
90 Garland ........ 151 158 7 
91 Grafton .......: 185 145 10 
92 Nemaha ........ 141 144 3 
93 Carleton ........ 141 143 AMES 
O4nColon ese! 145 142 ayes 
95 Thayer .......... PSio iat Argypiz4t 
96 Elk Creek .... 185 139 ye 
97 Ithaca ............ 189 188 — 1 
98 Prosser ........ 135 135 BS aos 
99 Denton .......... 135 184 Pree ea! 
100 Octavia .......... 128 1381 3 
100 Bruno’. e- 122 126 4 
102 Shickley ........ dL ae. 
103 Malcolm ........ 117 117 aan hse 
104 Garrison ........ 116 115 ae aL 
105 Douglas ........ 102 106 rae 
106 Dwight ........ 109 105 wag o 4 
LOT ;OL0C nto ee, 2- 92 101 9 
108 Pickrell .......... 96 100 4 
LO9 Filley _............ 97 97 whe 
110 Lushton ........ 93 95 2 
111 Endicott ........ 83 86 See 
112 Pauline .......... 78 72 Me! 6 
113 Brownville .... 70 71 aha? 
114 Clatonia ........ 66 67 TL Saeed 
115 Pleasant Dale 50 48 2 
116 Strang ............ 29 29 
Totals sc2c:...:5... 61927 63557 1719 83 


Net Gain since January Ist, 1920....1636 


Gain for April, 1920 


560 
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VELEPHONEH IN U.S. 
A preliminary report recently issued 
by the federal census pureau shows 1I1,- 
713,228 telephones in service in the 


- United States, one to every nine persons 


or two families in the country. This, by 
the way, is just twice the proposition 
that exists in Nebraska, showing the 
greater development of the service in 
this state. The number of calls for the 
year 1917, to which all figures apply, was 
21,842,000,000, or over 200 to every man, 
woman and child in the country. These 
figures do not cover lines maintained by 
the railways and interurbans for use 
in connection with the operation of their 
roads, or the private lines in hotels, 
factories and the like, or the lines oper- 
ated by the federal, state or municipal 
officers. 

The number of companies now is 58,- 
055, or 64.5 per cent more than five years 
ago. The number of telephones increased 
34.2 per cent and the messages by 59 
per cent. The total number of employes 
was 292,622, or an increase of 43.2 per 
cent as compared with 1912. Their wages 
and salaries, however, increased 82.9 per 
cent. The increase in income of the com- 
panies was 53.5 per cent, but they were 
worse off at the end of the five year 
period than at the beginning because 
expenses increased 56.6 per cent. 

Covering a ten year period ending in 
1917 the salaries and wages increased 
157.8 per cent, the number of employes 
91.4 per cent, while expenses increased 
126.6 per cent and income 112.2 per cent. 
The Bell company now operates 62.6 per 
cent of the total number of telephones. 


3 MAX WEIL. 


MEO'T Ore ¢ 
a Cena 


THE PRACTICE OF THRIFT 
There are multiplying signs that the 


era of wild spending that has marked 
the conduct of most persons since the 
war ended and they were released from 
the pressure of saving money and faced 
the joy of spending what they had saved 
is about over. 
is the action of the banks in raising the 
interest rate. 
914 per cent in this section of the coun- 
try. The immediate effect of raising in- 
terest rates is to stop borrowing and force 
liquidation, which means the selling of 
what one has in order to pay his debts. 


The most impressive sign 


This has gone as high as 


This is not entirely a business question 
in which only persons who have their 
capital invested in some enterprise are 
interested. Every bit of pressure on the 
financial situation involves and interests 
every person. It means something to 
you, whether you are a worker or an in- 
vestor. 

The tightening of the money market is 
a warning to every sensible person to 
practice thrift. Now this does not mean 
depriving one’s self of these things that 
actually minister to one’s pleasure~ or 
well-being. It means common sense in 
spending. Vain people use what they 
earn or otherwise receive to decorate 
their persons and thus make a _ show.. 
Careless people use it to buy whatever 
strikes their fancy, whether it adds to 


. their pleasure or not. 


Money is cheap now, but it will be 
dear later on. Everybody knows that the 
secret of getting ahead lies in buying 
a thing when it is cheap and holding on- 
to it until it gets dear and then selling. 
Ten dollars can be 
g] purchased with 
fewer hours of 
labor now than 
ever before. Take 
some of these dol- 
i) lars and put them 
working to get a 
‘| return for you, 
Sb | and later on they 
| will buy you more 
goods, more Pleas- 
H ure, more prop- 
erty of any kind 
i) than now. 


White Truck No. 139, which was placed in service in the Southern 


District on April 15th. 
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IN THE TELEPHONE FIELD 

The Platte Valley Telephone company, 
which serves a fast growing territory in 
the irrigated section of the state, has in- 
creased its capital stock to half a million 
dollars. It operates exchanges at such 
thriving beet sugar centers as Scottsbluff, 
Gering and Bayard, and has lately taken 
over the five exchanges of the Wehn 
Telephone company further down the 
valley. Eben D. Warner, who brought 
the Wyoming & Nebraska company to a 
state of perfection that induced the Bell 
company to purchase it, has recently 
bought a substantial interest in the 
Platte Valley company. 


Paying dividends amounting to 160 per 
cent of the capital stock in five years, 
running from 10 to 40 per cent a year, 
shocked the state railway commission 
badly when it came to investigate the 
affairs of the Loup Valley Telephone com- 
pany, operating at North Loup. The di- 
vidends were paid out of the depreciation 
fund, and the company now faces a big 
reconstruction period with no money in 


the treasury. This is the common ex-’ 


perience of small companies operated by 
men unfamiliar with the business, and 
whose directors cannot resist the temp- 
tation, when they find some money in the 
treasury, of distributing it as dividends. 
Men who know the business realize the 
importance of having a fund upon which 
to draw when the time comes for replac- 
ing worn-out property, and the rates 
should always be adequate to provide 
such a fund. 


The day of the dollar a month tele- 
phone in Nebraska is ended. It was not 
uncommon for small mutual companies, 
in the early days of the business, when 
time hung so heavily upon the hands of 
farmers that they were willing to do- 
nate labor in constructing and keeping 
lines in repair, when everybody getting 
service owned stock in the company, to 
make some such nominal rate as this. In 
the last few months the state railway 
commission has been importuned by the 
few of these that remained to give them 
adequate rates, and it has done so. Far- 
mers now consider their time as too 
valuable to contribute it to their neigh- 
bors and too many renters have gone 


onto the farms to make it a purely 
mutual affair. The companies are hiring 
experienced men to do the work, they 
are insisting on better service and they 
are insisting that an adequate rate be 
paid for it. 


The city of Ord, Neb., has joined the 
innumerable throng of municipalities 
that have tired of the double telephone 
system. The farmers’ company has 
bought out the Ord company, consolidated 
the two exchanges, rebuilt most of the 
outside construction, and has_ been 
granted an increase in rates. 


We are quite proud of our twin operators, 
Martha and Margaret Schmitt, Beatrice, both 
“A” and line operators. They come from a 
family of five telephone operators, Clara, who 
is Chief Operator at Crab Orchard, Katherine 
a line operator at Beatrice and Agnes, who 
works in the Lincoln office. 
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TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
A series of articles correlated to the Course in Practical Telephony 
By A. A. Stoker 


The statement is sometimes made that 
telephony is one of our most highly 
specialized sciences. This indicates that 
a part of our co-workers are scientists, 
and if it was not so, direct electrical 
communication between distant points 
would not occupy the high place in the 
business world that it does today. The 
forces which are combined in order to 
make cdnversation possible over long 
distances are very small as compared 
to those which operate the large machines 
in our factories. Hence, the apparatus 
with which the telephone expert deals 
operates on scientific principles and in 
some instances it is very delicate and 
complex. Also it will continue to grow 
more complex as greater achievements 
along this line are obtained. 

In fact at the present time, long dist- 
ance apparatus is being operated, which 
most of us do not understand and could 
not maintain, for the reason that we 
are not thoroughly familiar with the 
fundamental principles upon which it 
operates. Again, a new type of Auto- 
matic apparatus is being installed in sev- 
eral parts of the country, and it was 
found necessary that some of our pres- 
ent experts be required to take a course 
of special training, in order that they 
might be capable of maintaining it. 

The time is not far distant when some 
of us will be required to operate and 
maintain more complicated apparatus. 
The question at once arises “Can we do 
it?’”’ Before answering this question 
let us first answer the next one. ‘Do 
I thoroughly understand the operation 
of the apparatus with which I now work? 
If so, I should be able to give a good an- 
swer to the following: 

What is meant by the term voltage? 
Current? Resistance? | 

What is a volt? Amphere? Ohm? 

What is a battery ? 

How does resistance affect the oper- 
ation of a circuit? 

What is inductance? Capacity? 

Upon what principle does the battery 
transmitter operate? 

The purpose of our school is to assist 
the plant man is solving the difficult 


problems, which frequently come up, and 
to provide additional means by which he 
is enabled to become familiar with the 
operation and maintenance of other plant 
apparatus. The latter knowledge makes 


it possible for him to step into the other 


mans job when a vacancy occurs. 

The live members in the class in Prac- 
tical Telephony will complete the course 
the latter part of June, and those who 
complete the course will receive a bound 
volume of the lessons and also a certifi- 
cate signed by the officials of the com- 
pany. 

Course number II, which is strictly 
theoretical, will open sometime next fall 
and will be completed during the winter 
months. This course is open to those 
who have completed Course I and we 
shall be pleased to have as many as 
possible qualify for the new course. 


GETTING AN EDUCATION 
By “LAMP” | 
Some time ago I joined the school. 
I was informed I was a fool. 
To monkey with such baby stuff, 
Why didn’t I tackle something tough. 
And get an Education. 


I started in on lesson One, 

It was so easy it was fun. 

But lesson Two, It sure was fine. 
Its preparation took some time, 
I had started an education. 


Lesson Three was better yet. 

I had to study some, you bet. 

I just got by, then lesson Four, 
Came out and nailed me to the door. 
I needed an Education. 


And lesson Five, why man alive, 

I hardly thought that I’d survive. 
I thought that I was quite a guy, 
But now I sure am very shy. 
When someone mentions Education. 


I am looking forward to lesson Six, 
Then Seven and Hight I have to fix. 
Nine and Ten and I’ll be thru? 

And I will leave it up to you, 

If I haven’t helped my Education. 
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Fred Adkins, 


YORK 

Miss Mary Cooper, line operator, visited 
friends in Aurora over Sunday. 

Miss Viola Ricbeson, chief operator, and 
Mrs. Sanderson, of Clay Cente, visited the 
York office during the month. : 

Miss Nadene Bennett, of the commercial de- 
Partment, was married during the month. She 
will reside on a farm near Bradshaw. 

We wish to extend our sympathy to Miss 
Mary Price on account of the death of her 
brother. . 

Miss Virginia Schlick has been employed 
in the commercial department. We Know her 
pleasant manner will smooth over many of the 
rough places. 

Miss Freda Sanmann, clerk in the plant de- 
partment, and Ernest Wellman, lineman, stole 
away to Seward and were married, then spent 
a few days visiting her sister in Beatrice. If 
they thought they would be forgotten on their 
return to York, they were mistaken. ‘The 
operators and wives of the plant men invited 
themselves to a housewarming. ITreda can't 
say she wasn’t surprised. At a late hour a 
dainty luncheon was Served, after which Mr. 
and Mrs. Wellman were presented with a 
beautiful casserole and bed spread, with best 
wishes for a long and happy life. 4 

Miss Gertrude Price, ‘A’’ operator, has been 
transferred to clerk of the plant department. 
Miss Price is very efficient in her work and 
we wish her successs. 

Misses Eagleson, Newman, Martenson and 
Mrs. Wylie have been employed as operators. 

Miss Anna Enns, line operator, and sister 
Louise, ‘“‘A’’ operator, formerly of Wahoo, 
have been employed during the month, 

Miss Flick, night operator, has been trans- 
ferred to duy Work. Mrs. Zeig is now filling 
the vacancy. 

Mrs. Preston has been secured as. night 
toll operator to succeed Miss Johnson, who 
reigned the 16th. Miss Johnson is keeping 
house for her brother on the farm. She tells 
us she may come back this fall, but we wonder 
if she is just practicing “housekeeping and 
cooking,’ contemplating a life position with 
someone else’s “brother”. In Miss Jolnson’s 
three years Service she has had sixteen different 
operators to work with. She will be greatly 
missed, ; 

Miss Myrtle Swanson assisted in the 
Stromsburg oflice a few days this month. 

Mrs. Miller, clerk, spent the week end with 
home folks at McCool. 

Miss Horns, chief operator, spent Sunday 
with relatives in Hastings. From there she 
went to Fairbury to visit the new office, then 
to Lincoln to -visit friends before returning 
home. Miiss McDonald, toll chief operator, 
was in charge while she was away. 

The plant department extend their sympathy 
to Orin Sturtevant, test man, on account of 
the death of his father. 

Harold Elginfritz has been employed in 
the wire chief’s department. 

Myron French, combination man, has been 
transferred to McCool as wire chief. 

Dave Drier is back in the wire chief's de- 
partment. 


city 


foreman, 


and 


his 


vay 


have just completed the farm line division at 


Benedict. 
Chas. Thoman, 


ment, is inspecting this week. 
anything be done and nobody to do it just call 
on Charlie; he is always there and can deliver 


the goods. 
Thrasher bas taken 


Frank 


in the wire chief’s depart- 


If you have 


charge of city 


installing. Frank claims it is some different 
than working with some one that can 
you how to 


just the guy that can do it. 


Frank, just keep on thinking that. 

Carl Grant, wire chief at Bradshaw, is on 
the sick list. 
BE. Wellman, farm. lineman, is help- 


us soon. 
ing out. 


ED 


HELPING DAD 


tell 


do everything, but he says he’s 


We're for you 


We hope Carl will be back with 


A preacher, raising his eyes from his desk 
in the midst of his Sermon, was paralyzed with 
amazement to see his rude offspring in the 
gallery pelting the hearers in the pews below 
But while the good man 
was preparing a frown of reproof, the young 
hopeful cried out: “You ’tend to your preach- 
ing, daddy; I'll keep ’em awake.”’ 


with horse-chestnuts. 


Miss 
operators 


service 
office. 


Mildred 
at York, 


the 


past 


Johnson, 


three years 


one of 
who has rendered 


in 


the night 


the 


rood 
York 


atnh 
a 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, APRIL 30, 1920 


Nee poo eae Northern District 
umber er o.last Av’g. Same 
Phones Tel. Qr. : , 
Central District_2-.....-: 19659 30 ot Naver we cet 
Western District................15 85 S82) Beaver Crossing........ 386 1.30 1.34 
Northern District..........0..... 13364 ST {90° | Rallwood ise wea: 198 4.26 2:06 
Southern District.........000.... 19465 Rate: 15 Benedict  cececececcec.. eee OBS 1.39 3.18 
Bradshaw oe eee 308 1.18 87 
Totals. Ves ewes whee tectacet G5402 10 Go), Brainard’ te eee ees 234 10 .o9 
Bruno) 2222. fee et 126 .00 44 
Gedar, Bluilsh 22 see ie nee i 
rf eer COLOMLS perce rabecelk ete geese a “ 1, 
Central District Cor dova THATS TT eee 201 St 68 
GNM Cth: | sieve tect ere tetetcecs 76 of David City -------eeeeeeeeeee- a : 
@WArOAlCOw isc fc Se eee as a 55 ID) ARM shel oe te 105 1.29 1.93 
College View. ......-..-..s--...0-- 509 36 18 Garland eee 185 2.48 2.05 
Davey ice ie ee 01 112 DG) fy GALLS I Fee cccrcen see stcrteseeee= 115 1.73 3.28 
DORON Gel ear testsstceeressrehe cose 134 3.57 3.59 GTOSNAM  o..-eeeee essere enereer eee 403 16 27 
GreeDWO0d  eeeseescsccsssesenseeecesseee .218 64 81 Hampton nn. en--soeeen-neeen ii2 61 1.17 
THavclock 2 6 ae eee 482 a OD VAY Voy: baer es as ke ee ee 1388 1.01 3.19 
Lincoln Ele tee a oar ee ek 15440 20 28 Lushton eccesccccccneeeneccwcccaores cacese 95 1.38 .86 
Malcolin 72<..4. leech, W177 2.87 1,29 MCCOOL  ----nnnn----senvevereerrerees 302 Si 89 
Panama. 2200 cena os 189) 94 "93 M@a wreeeeeessssseeeeecsnennseeetecennecnns 2360 11200 OL 
Pleasant Dale. 145 1.03 (GS MiLPOT CD eeeeeeeeeeveessensenenenee 520 1 65 
Raymond) 4.001. eae ee 195 1,80 © 1.BS — OCEAVEA n-ne eevee 13t0 3.6L 3.47 
University Place... ’ 1169 27 29 dS Sa eran Sie. ee 
y go Ae CEb feccccwonscsseccussececcebereneadeanowess & 
averly Toes coc ceoescccvcocoocoscccovcees 212 92 -OS Seward OR. Ee | eT) | me ea vice 
DIStTICh hse eee 5 i OT CLDY  .--.eerervren Me teeeers nc enenew eee reees . : 
ec oe wy sf StroMSDULG :.<.--cce t-te 697 .60 38 
UA a iYayet: Wes Se eet ek ee re oe 199 08 AG 
AMC A {ey oy eee SRR A AE 141 1 .06 
Utica tee ear eee eee ce: 339 ot .16 
Southern District Valparaiso | asses. 401 1.01 1.59 
PORTIS coe iy eee rete ecenncete 10 AT WACO va eee 312 1.04 1.42 
Ashland, ..2tsect2awl Aas 819 1.48 1.49 Wahoo ......... Ps 2ABh BA 978 OL 64 
AI DUTT Se ek 1140 1.06 OT York see eee a ee. 1924 43 33 
Bestrice 4..8e Bk nti icsieedsesee 2699 45 36 Vutan)y «3:8 ilee sn ee a: 232 1.01 SO 
IS LOCK 6 Sarason cetisskesesees 183 1.28 3.05 ae 
Brownville 22.20, G1 1.29 1.13 District) fee ae 13364 ST SO 
Buorrige see Se a eee 171 26 .30 
Clatonia (eet e ot ee Be a Dry 1.98 2.13 
Cook; shasta 336 DT 46 
Crab Orchard  ....2.cc...)....000 290 1.19 82 Western District 
We Witt? 2.0.35 eS 375 .68 67 
Douglas... eee 199 07 .o9 EYVhia is ge ee ee 171 8d 45 
Dunbar (eid eee ee 350 1.87 1.18 Gar LOCO i. race sctetteceatwcseocecces 168 1.16 1.42 
Blk) Creek? 202). 4c es 189 3.72 2:93 + Glayay Centers 22. 389 95 .61 
Bimwood 42.2.2 ee 376 70 60'  Devyeese) ')-22aeee ee 220 5.15 3.94 
Bndicott) 202 amen. 86 4.09 Dorchester” 2.2822. 2aie ke 433 .79 .62 
Wairbury: 22.2. wc Ae 1779 46 S84 Wd artets 2s eee eet. 5 .63 ST 
Willey ......... TERRY ra 123 3.67 2:40 Wxeteri) Mise be eS, 417 40 17 
Humboldt, 2230-2382)...23 559 1.00 74 airfields 2222 401 .T4 .93 
Johnson” 20.4 ae... 288 1.11 1.38 WATT OD Ge etre acen tee 369 .99 1.00 
Louisville 2.8.02 275 1.12 ‘67°. eriend? #27:2 48... Sa se 653 91 7 
Murray . 2nd eek 195 2.85 DIG © CRON CV Bg sehccccccteactcsees ee cocecmess 813 S84 49 
Nebraska City ......-cccee-o 1782 88 67 - Glenvil, (e2.cie oa ete 248 99 ° | 1.30 
Nehawka | sh c See eS 214 1.96 LGN Gr TCO esc eceecesnc ose scttesec event ete 203 1.67 1.52 
Nemaha 2805 due » 144 1.34 1:20 Hansen! \=...21. 2 eeae. 164 3.10 1.75 
6) ek: eee ee eS ems 101 33 14388. Harvard). 2:22 22 eee 639 .09 07 
Peru "9 is:. soe ie SA 365 49 NTS). LOS GIT BS Pe iaicecebscceceaaseceaseeceesess 3408 wot 25 
Ri¢kvell ~ 25 §2.. 121 5T 1 Wet B28 SY OO) ey ee er 564 1.19 87 
PlattSmouth ..................0....-. 1046 71 74 A Arbeb Es yis Ap eee EE EY 164 1.92 1.25 
Plymouth (Mee Aes 281 04 .08 Milligan ...... Adin sb nte eee Riss 194 3.17 3.29 
Steele City 2... ies. 187 2.04. SA en hoya ee et 2 4,25 3.83 
Steindiuer’ | 2.nteaes.. ee 221 1.71 PAGE O} ah a Net eee ee ee 244 06 .94 
Sterling (22 i.) es Le 486 41 154 pebumline’ psataletwccectccn tee 72 4,25 3.83 
Syracusev.2eh. ee 589 74. 143) VPTOSSCT) ABS iecce tows eat et es eeecbnees 135 1.85 1.29 
DelM AQ oi. eck clea ee 262 60 G4”) Red Cloud) 23. ee 252 2 1.05 
Tecumseh  occ.c..c-ch-ccdecccccooottee 863 1.80 meio” » Saronville! S22 .2.2...0 ee 171 64 10 
Tobias '.i.24, 42S 247 46 AT STC OY ccceyechs cesses eeteteescauaee 395 2.78 3.39 
Weeping Water ................. . §02 1.07 8s'. Strang’ 2:0... eee ae... 75 2.60 4.23 
Wilber 28.40.04 2SA ee 555 62 SO Ciel SUP OTLO Ty) ccctscee ei tivscch acteneetgeee 932 5d .66 
Wy More he abel: 578 10 NO | USSULGON o Aakers ee 660 48 1.09 
District. satd..ceetacors: 19465 88 15 Mistrict «As. SS 18004 85 82 


If your collections are in poor shape, you are helping make a poor record for your Dis- 
trict. Mr. Manager. Reduce your outstanding balances during May and thus aid your dis- 
trict to gain first place. 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT APRIL 1920 


Good 
% %o Yo % Out 
tank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru ‘Total Callg 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
29 Lincol@n................. Miss A. Scouller.......... 16.0 18.3 19.9 18.6 27,452 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
“08 Ashlandics: 2 e Mrs. ‘C* Hood!.........2.: 5.0 16.0 17.0 7.0 1,705 
18 David City........... Miss A. Sievers............... 8.0 2.0 12.0 9.0 1,837 
4 Dorchester............ Miss A. Simpson........... 4.1 43 0.0 4,1 611 
1 Hriend seen. Miss A. Gretsch............... 2.4 4.6 15.0 2:5 866 
13 Louisville.............. Miss. M. Twiss............... 6:9 F 19.3. (12:3 9.2 931 
14 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick............. 7.0 8.0 110 12.0 2,197 
SA «© Seward..2..:..:.2.1..-.. Miss N. Gumbel........... 5.0 2.0 5.0 5.0 2.674 
15 Wiahoo....24........... Miss L. Johnson.....:......... 7.2 3.4 8.1 TA 2,374 
26 W. Water............. Miss M. Moulton........... 125 109 118 1238 . 1,183 
MotaliOTaPAVELARC soe a Pe wh ee UT 6.8 7.6 9.2 7.6 14,378 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
12 Bdgar. 4) inn: Mrs..M.. Bealls!) oes. 6.8 6.0 92° © 7. 692 
3 Pxeter...2)2.. 4-4. MrsRivAdleys 0)" 2... 2) 3.4 0.0 0.0 3.0 884 
11 Fairmont.............. Miss E. Prescott.......... 6.6 18 13.0 7.3 867 
16. Geneva... 4.0... Miss B. Ladner .............. 7.5 5.6 11.9 8.6 2,268 
18A Harvard.........2...... Miss E. Hein................... 8.0 0.0 141 #£4«°11.0 678 
30 Hastings..........020 Miss H. Richeson........ 16.3 121 258 164 8,827 
22 Hebron.................- Miss M. McKenzie....... 9.0 101 150 113 #£421,170 
25 Osceola................. Miss K. Gunmi! "2... 12.0 COM tee Sy 114 723 
27 Red Cloud............ Miss" Bachavel:.. 22 13.5 12.3 17.1 14.7 833 
24 Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts............... 10.9 6.2 8.9 9, - 728 
21 Superior............--:. Miss M. Attwater........... 8.9 76 17.0- 106 2,914 
7 Suttonl): sas Miss V. Grosshans....... A.9 9.9 3.9 5.5 735 
28 Work. eek eee Miss S. Hormn........:..2242. 14.3 m9 - 13:8" 13.6 2,998 
otal ior Averages: 27 wee 12.1 9.3 124 100 24,317 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
9 Auburn: 232522 Miss R. McFarland ....... 5.6 5.7 6.6 5.8 2,466 
20 Beatrice................ Mrs. B. Sharp............... 8.2 9.5 15.0 8.8 6,752 
19 DMewiutssv-10 0 Miss E. Stegeman........... 8.6 9.3 12.2 10.5 “715 
17 Fairbury...........--.- Miss M. Dove................... 7.6 8.5 10.4 8.1 3,010 
23 Humboldt............. Miss C. Gillan............... 9.4 5.0 0.0 8.8 996. 
15A Nebr. City........... Miss L. Bader................... i Ye 9.7 14.0 8.6 3,447 
6 Syracuse ............ Mrs. E. Gately............... 4.5 1.9 6.4 4.4 936 
5 -Tecumseh............. Miss E. Smith............... 4.3 40 18.0 8.7 1,049 
10 Wilber................... Miss E. Korbel.............. 6.2 5.8 9.8 7.5 828 
2 Wymore................ Miss R. MeNelly.......... 3.3 2.2 4.8 3.8 1,384 
Total or Average........ fasten, piety. os VN Ls ee 6.9 7.4 8.7 7.8 21,588 
Total or Average for March.........00.....000...0020-...-... 10.6 104 145 12.1 95,966 
Total or Average for April.........000...2..2200...e---. 10.4 9.4 12.5 11.0 87,780 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


L. B. Mapel, manager at Utica, was on the 
sick list several days last month. 

Arthur Albers has been appointed manager 
at the Denton exchange. Mr. Albers was form- 
erly with the plant department at University 
Place. 

‘ On the night of April 22nd all of the Mil- 
ford exchange lines were cut over to the new 
central ottice equipment. All of the trouble 


that showed up was cleared by the night of 
April 23rd. 

The Lincoln Company purchased the prop- 
erty of the Bruning Telephone Company, as 
of May ist, 1920. This exchange will be under 
the supervision of the western district officials 
with a non-functional manager in charge. The 
purchase of this exchange makes a total of 
117 exchanges now owned by the Lineoln Com- 


pamy. 


HASTINGS 


Miss Lydia Brungard reports that her 


father, who has been seriously ill, is some- 
what better, but is still unable to leave his bed, 
We join in wishing him a speedy recovery. 

Miss Grace Bruns, traffic clerk returned 
from her vacation on the 26th. Grace showed 
her willingness to work at home as well as 
in the office by helping to clean house and 
doing various other things about the home. 

The Misses McDonald, Krontwick, Picker- 
ing, Buscher and Sears were employed during 
the month, LIortunately four of the girls were 
experienced, 

Miss Marie Ehler, local supervisor, returned 


- from her vacation the 19th. Miss Ihler’s vaca- 


tion was extended to three weeks on account 
of the serious illness of her brother, who had 
an attack of influenza, following an operation. 
We are glad: to hear that he is better and is 
at the Springs for treatment. 

Miss Elva Haas, line operator, has been ap- 
pointed local* supervisor. Miss Haas was 
formerly local supervisor before taking up 
line operating. 

Miss Kathryn IIynes, toll supervisor, is 
spending her vacation with relatives near 
Bladen. ‘ 

Miss Hilma Kissinger, information operat- 
or, is on her vaaction at this time. 

As usual, the Misses Lena and Oma Lanfear, 
spent Sunday with home folks. 

Miss Zella Paris, ‘A’? operator, visited home 
folks over Sunday. 

Gettin’ wise sure must hurt, anyway’ Gen- 
evieve’s wisdom tooth hurt her so badly she 
wis absent from duty a week. We are glad 
the worst is over. 

Miss Viola Richeson, chief operator at Clay 
Center, underwent an operation at the Mary 
Lanning Hospital in Hastings. She is making 
rapid improvement and wishes to express her 
appreciation of the beautiful flowers and 
kindnesses received. 

Miss Grace Dreibelbis, who has been in the 
employ of the company five years and two 
months, with only one break in her record of 
employment, has resigned to complete her 
business college course. Miss Dreibelbis has 
had some valuable experience while with the 
company, having worked in various towns 
throughout the western district, in all ca- 
pacities of the traffic department. We wish her 
success in her new work. 

Miss Opal Kish, ‘‘A”’ operator, resigned and 
went ‘west’ to visit her brother. Miss Kish 
has only been with the company a few montlis 
but during that time rendered very valuable 
services. 

Miss Callie Mellinger, ‘‘A’’ operator, resigned 
and moved to Elwood with her parents. Miss 
Mellinger had been working half time and at- 
tending school. She will continue her school 
work and may work in the telephone office at 
Elwood. We hope she finds her new surround- 
ings congenial and pleasant. 

Miss Caroline Tilger, line operator, who has 
a service record of three years’ continuous em- 
ployment, resigned the 30th to Stay home dur- 
ing the summer months. Her plans are to 
return in the fall and resume work. We hope 
she doesn’t change her mind, 

The H. T. W. Club met at the home of Mrs. 
Morehead on April 8th, for their usual monthly 
meeting. Mrs, Morehead and Mrs, II... I. 
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McCulla entertained. A -very pleasant time 
was had by all who attended. 

Miss Ellen Dunn, sister of Mildred Dunn, 
formerly traveling chief operator in the west- 
ern district, has been confined to her bed for 
a mumber of weeks on account of illness. She 
was taken to Rochester, Minnesota, for treat- 
ment at Mayo Brothers, but returned, seem- 
ingly very little benefitted and at present is 
in a critical condition. The employes of the 
Hastings exchange extend to the family their 
best wishes for a speedy recovery. 

So many storms held meetings in and around 
Hastings, using the telephone wires and cables 
for decorations, that the members of the 
“U. & I.” club had no chance to think of pre- 
paring for any meeting this month. Oh, well, 
maybe we will have one next month. 

CRAB ORCHARD 

A subscriber called at our ollice the other day 
and said that after filing the carbon off the 
ground rod his telephone talks much better. 

We don’t know whether a cupid was con- 
nected with this or not: The other day the 
chief operator was testing a farm line and 
the subscriber said he could not understand 
her but would be in and talk to her tonight. 

Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, traveling chief operator, 
Was a welcome visitor at this exchange May. 
3rd and 4th. 

Amid train service being delayed by heavy 
rains between Crab Orchard and Tecumseh, 
Mr. Walker and Mr. Arnold, who happened to 
be visitors at this oflice, took two of our oper- 
ators to Filley. Oh, “Hank” and “Brownie.” 

DAVID CITY 

Miss Mildred Novacek has resigned her po- 
sition and gone to T'remont to work. The 
ottice is rather dead without her, but we wish 
her success in her new work. 

Miss Thelma Lunsford has been employed in 
this office recently. 

Miss Elizabeth Machurek, operator, spent a 
day in Lincoln recently. 

Misses Emma Sutton and Gertrude Litjen 
spent several days visiting friends in Weep- 
ing Water recently. Both girls think there 
is no place like Weeping Water. Ask them 
why. 

Miss Merlie Markesen, supervisor in the Lin- 
coln office, visited this office May Ist. 

SUPERIOR 
Jens Torring, of the Reto Mfg. Co., sent 


’ the operators a box of candy in appreciation 


of good service rendered. 

The following operators have recently been 
employed in this office: Lauretta McFarland, 
Lena Craig, Mildred Thomas and Mrs. Maud 
Norcross. 

G. Goodrich has been employed in the plant 
department. 

Mrs. Lloyd Rhodes, of Fremont, a former 
employe, paid this office a pleasant call re- 
cently. 

Miss Florence Gillispie, of Edgar, formerly 
assistant chief operator at this exchange, paid 
this office a visit recently. She claims that 
she is just taking a short vacation and will 
be back to work again soon, but our guess 
is that when the S. N. 80 is sent through the 
name will not appear familiar to those who re- 
member her. 
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BEATRICE 

Velmo Tatem has been employed as truck 
driver in the wire chief’s department. 

A new combination car has been added to 
the installation department. 

Al Newman, formerly of Nebraska City, is 
traveling with Mr. Walker, district inspector. 

C. A. Powell has been employed in the wire 
chief’s department. 

Foreman Higgens and his bunch have started 
on a long, long trail, eight miles of poles to 
move on the Beatrice-Fairbury toll route, 
Cause: Federal Aid. Dan is still on friendly 
terms with the grading “Boss.” ~ 

H. J. Plubelman, switchboard man answered 
an S. O. S. call to Barneston recently. Sick 
switchboard. 

L. B. “Barney” Doane, who left a few weeks 
ago, is working in Sheridan, Wyo. 

Mr. Lamberson is shooting farm bugs. 

Business is good in Beatrice, so good that 
a new position had to be put in service. 

J. A. Dobbs, southern district foreman, is 
breezing around in a new flivver. 

Chas. Nutzman, district plant chief’s clerk, 
who resigned recently, is on the road. 

“Bill” McMahon, formerly of Beatrice but 
now of Nebraska City, says there is no place 
like the city. We wonder why. 

A new Dodge truck has been added to the 
wire chief's department. 


————$ 


DUNBAR 


Guy Salee, of Syracuse, former manager at 
Dunbar, visited the office the middle of April 
in order to help clear up the commercial work 
during the absence of Mr. Helfer. 

The Company has rented two rooms in the 
Weiler building for the purpose of moving the 
office some time in June. 

Mrs. Annie Helfer has resigned her position 
as night operator so as to give more attention 
to the little babe. 

Mr. Helfer, our manager, was called to He- 
bron April 15th, on account of the death of his 
brother John. He has the sympathy of the 
entire office. 

Miss Edith Smith has been employed as 
night operator ‘to fill the vacancy made by 
Mrs. Helfer. 

Kathryn Tebo, operator, visited the Tal- 
mage office recently. 

Digging post holes didn’t just suit Harold 
Hlarpster so he resigned and is writing in- 


surance for the Common Wealth. Good luck, 


Harp. 

Mr.. Caman made the Dunbar oflice a short 
visit last month. 

Miss Susie Clark, chief operator, and Miss 
Kathryn Tebo made a_ short visit to the 
Syracuse office the first of April. 

Mrs. Daisy Anderson, former Manager at 
Otoe, visited this office recently. 

Bert Sandly has been employed as_ line- 
man, 


ey 


SAME EFFECT 
“There go two intoxicated men. Where do 
you suppose they got liquor to make them so 
violent ?”’ 
Tt isn’t liquor; they’re arguing about the 
League of Nations.” 


Some real mud near Humboldt. ..Manager 
McClintock says he has seen no better mud 
any where. 


———__ 


ADAMS 


Miss Alma Delp, operator, resigned and was 
inarried April 28th. The operators presented 
her with a coffee percolater. We are very 
sorry to loose Miss Delp but wish her a long 
and happy life. 

Misses Ida Reed and Lillian Blakseley have 
recently ‘been employed as operators. 

Miss Florence Disher has been absent sev- 
eral days on account of sickness. 

Miss Lillian Harper has been on the sick 
list for several days. 


_—_—_— oo -C—i + 


FAIRBURY 


Miss Olive Coopich was off duty several 
days on account of the death of her sister. 

Miss Horn, chief operator at York, spent 
April 5th visiting this office. 

Misses Gertrude Marcellus, Margaret Car- 
meichel and Dollie Slater have been employed 
by the traffic department. 

Miss Cora Baldwin has resigned and gone 
to her home in Ohiowa. 

Miss Vera Huff, ‘A’? operator, has resigned 
and on April 21st, was married to Vernon A. 
Axtell. The employes presented her with a 
silver gravy ladle. 

R. O. Parks, district traffic chief, spent 
April 28th at this exchange. 


SEWARD 


The operators were presented with a large 
box of bonbons by Ed. Green, contractor, in 
appreciation of good service. 

W. P. Kimball and W. E. Bell each made this 
gue a pleasant call during the month of 
April. 

The following operators were absent from 
duty on account of sickness: Amanda Fueh- 
ring, Jessie Landon and Alma Miers. 

The Misses Craige and Tanner have been 
employed as local operators. 

Miss Jessie Landon made a business trip to 
LineolIn the first of the month. 

The snow storms last month caused quite a 
bit of line trouble which was quickly cleared 
when a hole was discovered in the cable. 

Miss Laura Douty was absent from duty as 
bookkeeper on account of sickness. Mrs. 
Overcash helped during her absence. 

Joe Spurlock is back at work in the plant 
department. 
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LINCOLN Miss Maud Hall, chief trouble operator, is 


Miss Hazel Wilson, line operator, has re- 
turned from Wyoming after being there sev- 
eral weeks. 

The following girls have been employed as 
operators: Rilla Troyer, Bernice Hampton, 
Mrs. Vera Prescott, Ozella Soucie, Veilla Mc- 
Carthy, Ruth Cambridge, Ruth MDalUarhide, 
Rose Mackey, Olyve Mason and Luda Kenyon. 

The following operators are on their va- 
cations: Miss Chubbuck, Gertrude Cole and 
Mrs. Sena Gardner. 

Miss Kuefer, line operator, has returned to 
work after two weeks vacation. 

Miss Hazel Hampton, information operator, 
has accepted a position with the Western 
Union. 

- Miss Lydia Roth, line supervisor, has been 
away from work for a couple of weeks on ac- 
count of the sickness and death of her father. 


The traffic department extends its sympathy. 


The traflic department has been remembered 
quite often in the last few weeks. Mr. Boyes, 
of the Armour Grain Co. sent candy to the 


operators for good service. The Nelson Bros.’ 


Produce Co., and Mr. Corrick also remembered 
us with candy for the good service they have 
been receiving. 

SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

The Smoker of April 10th was well attended 
and all had an enjoyable time. 

In the service department items of last 
issue the name of one of the boys sent to 
Plattsmouth on account of a fire was mis- 
spelled, It should have been R. G. Brady 
instead of Brody. It must have been rather 
embarrassing to Mr. Brady as he is a very 
mocest and energetic young man. He is one 
of our ‘boys with a beautiful complexion. He 
Just took out a kit of cable splicing tools the 
Ist day of May and it is very important to all 
concerned that his name be spelled correctly. 

C. G. Hedstrom and his assistant Robert 
Devore went to Milford recently to the cut- 
over. They say everything went fine. They 
drove their new Ford to initiate it to the 
ecuntry roads. Boh said he had to push it 
up most of the hills, but otherwise it ran 
pretty well. 

Mr. Liebhart, our local wire chief, kas boon 
called Judge Liebhart the last two weeks 
on account of serving on the jury in the dis- 
trict court. He ought to be able to render 
the countv very valuable service. 

Mark Lamphere, our chief dispatcher, is 
quite busy these days in the absence of Mr. 
Liebhart. He wears his cap most of the time 
to keep from getting a headache. 

Carl Keester, local test board man, is a 
regular wrestler fiend. His knowledge of Mr. 
Kreiger is quite refreshing. 

Geo. Mann, assistant dispatcher, was very 
hadly frightened Monday, May 3rd, when he 
Saw a pole on fire near the top. He ran all 
the way to the office to tell his new discovery, 
whieh was very much appreciated. Poor 
George, he is too fat to run like that. 

Miss Lena Humphrey is off at this time 
on account of sicknes, 

Alex Bush has been working on the test 
board in the absence of Miss Tlumphrey. 

Miss Matilda Vanacek is back to work after 
having had the smallpox. She still retains her 
z00d looks and sweet disposition. 


quite busy these days breaking in new girls 
on the trouble board. She still retains her kind 
disposition, although she forgets tue key to 
her desk at times. Luckily for Maud she can 
eall on a friend for help. 

Grace Smith, our record clerk, has moved 
after looking and waiting for a place so long. 
She will be located in the Metropolitan apart- 
ments and her friends will be welcome to call 
and see her in her new home. 

Miss Ruth Kepner, Miss May Vosacek and 
Flo Chandra have resigned recently from the 
trouble department and entered into other em- 
ployment. 

Frank Beltzer and John NRenick were at 
Cordova recently moving the central office. 
They have also been making some cable cuts 
at Beaver Crossing. 

Messrs. Beltzer, Renick and Brady have 
gained numerous acquaintances recently on ac- 
count of doing some new cable work near the 
asylum. They say the nurses were very pleas- 
ant and the inmates very friendly. 

Monday, May 38rd, a city light circuit carry- 
ing 2300 volts came in contact with our toll 
line near 7th & N Sts. and caused the jumpers 
on the terminal pole to catch fire. The fire 
department was summoned and the fire was 
soon put out. Cableman Hedstrom and helper 
Robert Devore cut their dinner short in order 
to make a speedy replacement of the cable 
terminal, which was done in short order. Tom 
Jones and gang replaced the jumpers. 

Mr. Lansing, chief of Service, is very busy 
these days learning his new duties. We wish 
him all kinds of success. 

Ralph Breiner and his gang, Mr. Meshier 
included, are handling their new job like old 
heads. Good for them. 

Charles Brown, supervisor of the switch- 
room, is as happy and good natured as ever 
since he assumed his new job. 

Cableman Millard Gass and assistant J. A. 
Clark have been out in the sticks recently on 
ecnble trouble at Seward and Tamora, 

Lim Crane is back to work again, after re- 
covering from his fall from a telephone pole. 
He says it would take a harder fall than that 
to put him out of commission. 

Mr. Martin says the fish bite fine but no 
“hook ’em.’’ They are too wild. 

Lloyd Rife has recently been transferred to 
the cable department as assistant to Mr. 
Brady. 


GENERAL SHOP AND STOREROOM NOTES 

A. Stimpson has been transferred to the 
local switchboard department. 

J. A. Clark and Lioyd Rife have been trans- 
ferred to the local service department as cable 
splicer’s helpers. 

‘Russell Guthrie, M. IF. Egan and Charles 
Pickett have been employed in the general 
shop. 

Harry Rellar, a former employe, is back 
with us again after an absence of about two 
years. 

Some extensive changes have been made in 
the general storeroom; the idea being to facil- 
itute the handling of material. 

No one has been on the sick list for the 
month of April. This is quite an exception 
to the general rule. 
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Will Egan has returned from his vacation. 
He intended to go to Canada but was unable 
to go any farther than Chicago on account of 
deep Snow.and tied up trafiic. 

W. T. Backus and his fliver, which has some- 
how retained its lustrous finish, will soon be 
promenading the boulevard. 

Some of the boys are having their usual 
spring crop of boils. Mr. Huddleston recom- 
wends eating yeast cakes, but advises the 
patient not to drink cider. 

Miss Josephine Ilall has left the employe 
of the Company to enter the employ of the 
Nebraska Farmer. We wish Miss Ilall the 
greatest successs in her new venture. 


Miss Ora Williams has been employed as 
messenger, 

G. T. Sprecher, cashier in the commercial 
office, spent several days visiting in Omaha 
last month. While there Mr. Sprecher called on 
the Nebraska Telephone Company in its new 
building and brings back wonderful stories 
concerning the new home, 

Mrs. Hetty Foster has been employed in the 
local commercial office, taking the place of 
Mrs. Helen Munson, resigned. 

I’. S. Holmes, otherwise known as “Shorty,” 
apparently is able to break into print each 
month. This time “Shorty” has to report that 
while working as a member of the election 
board in his precinct the entire clerical force 
was compelled to work until eight a. m. of the 
morning following election day to complete 
the counting of the ballots. Mr. Holmes re- 
ported for work at the office shortly after that 
nour although it was a very quiet and sub- 
dued ‘Shorty.’’. 


The following letter was received by the 
traffic department April 26th: 
Dear Mr. Gann: 

This department appreciates the splendid 
telephone service that we are receiving over 
the long distance telephone. We especially get 
quick and prompt service when we call for 
the chief operator and this has been a great 
help in the capture of automobile thieves and 
we feel that your department should know 
the good work that you have rendered. 

Kindly extend to the telephone operators 
and especially to the chief operators, our ap- 
preciation of their services. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Gus A. Hyers, 
Chief State Agent. 


The Gentleman Knew Who He Wanted 

In response to, the usual ‘Number, 
please?” a subscriber 
said: “Give me the 
long girl.” . 

Having a- relief 
Operator named Miss 
Long, the “A” oper- 
ator replied: “I will. 
give you the chief 
operator.” 

“But, Céntral.,” 
came the protest, “I don’t want the chief 
operator. I want the long girl. I want 
to telephone to Milwaukee!” 

So she gave him the “long girl” he 
wanted. . . . “Long Distance.” 


: WAHOO 

Bert Dougherty has been employed as coi- 
bination man in the plant department. 

Two construction gangs under the supervis- 
ion of George Mehuron and R. Boling have 
heen working on the toll and farm lines re- 
pairing the damage done by the recent storm. 

Miss Martina Almquist has been employed 
as relief toll operator. 

Miss Lorene Gould, assistant chief operator, 
spent a Sunday in Lincoln visiting with friends 

Mrs. Jones, chief operator at Yutan, was a 
welcome caller at this exchange. 

The manager's oflice and operator's rest 
room have been redecorated and_= several 
changes made, which have resulted in a great 
improvement in their appearance. The operat- 
ors and commercial employes are grateful for 
the change and are sure they can work and rest 
better in their more pleasant surroundings. 

Miss Allie Robinson has been employed «as 
local operator. 

Miss Edith Hawkinson, clerk in the com- 
mercial department and Miss Lil Johnson, 
chief Operator, spent a week end in Omahi 
during April, visiting with friends and shop- 
ping: 

AUBURN 

Gladys Falk has been employed in the trafii - 
department. 

Miss Grace Huston, “A” operator, has been 
off duty the past four weeks with smallpox. 

On account of the illness and death of her 
brother, Nellie Shanks, toll operator, was at- 
sent from the office several days. 

Miss Lois Mack arlane, day supervisor, en- 
joyed a two weeks vacation. 

Miss Stella Clark, toll operator. Spent the 
week end with her sister at Stella, Neb, 


—_—_—___. 


HUMBOLDT 

Humboldt will soon have another toll circuit 
to Tecumseh. John Ford and his efficient tol] 
line gang are on the job. They will have the 
wire strung and the line complete in a few 
days. 

Workman are busy unloading brick to finish 
the paving. We are also putting in a real 
white way and some day we are going to haye 
au new telephone plant, possibly then the dis- 
trict officials will really stop in our eity 
instead of going around. 

Prof. Stoker, of the Telephone Engineering 
School was in this city recently and put on 
demonstrations Nos. One, Two, Three, Four 
and Five. The operators were invited to at- 
tend, and were highly pleased. They feel that 
they know a great deal more about what it 
takes to make up a telephone plant than they 
did before. Mrs. L. O. McClintock, Mr. Whit- 
ing, from Falls City, and Chas. Ford were in 
attendance. ‘ 

Harry Norton, formerly of the plant de- 
partment, but now with a construction gang 
at Tecumseh, spent Sunday at his home here. 

The physics class of the High School, with 
Miss Hazel Smithen, teacher, visited the ex- 
change Wednesday morning, April 28th. ‘The 
main-frame, switchboard and.various other ap- 
paratus were very efficiently explained to 
them by Mr. McClintock, manager. 

Miss Mary James, operator, spent several 
days visiting friends in the country, re- 
cently. 
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Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
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Our future lies in the 
manner in which we 
serve the public. 
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The 


Telephone Directory 


Just boast about your libraries, 
Of fussy books and such. 

But when you really sift them down 
They don’t amount to much; 


You read a book just one time through 


Then put it on a shelf 
For some lone, hungry bookworm 
To enjoy his little self. 


Yes, I’m willing to admit it, 
For I’m not a bit stuck up, 
’Longside of Burns and Shakespeare 
I’m just a mongrel pup; 
I’m not dressed up in vellum 
With leather coat and band— 
But what’s printed on my pages 
Everyone can understand. 


True to the instinct of my kind, 
No matter where I roam 
I buckle down to business 
And eall it home, sweet home; 
I am the busy housewife’s friend, 
Sometimes the baby’s toy, 
And I’m the business ally 
Of father and the boy. 


You’ll find me living in a dive, 
Or palace of a King,” 
Or any place beneath the skies 
Where telephones may ring; 
I’m very well acquainted 
With all shades and kinds of men, 
And I’m read more in a single year 
Than Shakespeare is in ten. 
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SPEAKING OF DEPRECIATION 

Telephone men too often fail to distin- 
guish between maintenance and depre- 
ciation, but the distinction is sharp and 
the two should not be confused. It took 
some years to educate the railway com- 
missions, and the commissions have been 
doing their best to impress upon the small 
companies, managed by men who have 
had no engineering experience and who, 
in many cases, failed to realize the ne- 
cessity of setting aside a certain percent- 
age of the receipts to buy new equipment 
when the old wore out. 

The difference is one every practical 
telephone man, who wants to understand 
the ‘business, should learn. Maintenance 
comprises two things, the replacement of 
parts of a piece of equipment or its re- 
pair at short intervals of time. Depre- 
ciation is also of double character. Pri- 
marily it is the charge made against rev- 
enues due to the fact that a piece of 
equipment is beyond repair and must be 
replaced anew. In the second place it 
includes those replacements made neces- 
sary by the fact that invention has made 
more desirable the substitution of an im- 
provement either in equipment or meth- 
ods of operation. 

The courts hold that so long as the 
public, as it does in the case of all public 
service companies, restrict the earnings 
of the company to a reasonable return 
on the investment, the public is pledged, 
not only to allow the collection of such 
charges as will yield that return, but 
also to include in those charges, as a 
part of the expense, whatever sum is 
necessary to keep that investment whole 
all the time. Maintenance is paid for as 
the plant goes along, but much of the 
depreciation is deferred, that is not real- 
ized until the necessity for replacement 
arrives. 

This makes necessary the setting aside 
of a sufficient percentage of the revenue 


so that there will be money on hand to 
pay for the replacement when it becomes 
necessary. This is done in two ways. The 
straight line method provides for a spe- 
cific percentage of cost to be laid aside 
each year, determined by dividing the 


‘ cost by its life. The sinking fund method 


includes setting aside a ‘specific percent- 
age and putting it at interest. 


SOME REASONS WHY 

“T think that prices are just awful,’ 
said the young woman in the expensive 
Georgette waist, “and if we don’t get 
more money I can’t see how we are going 
to keep on-living. These writers tell us 
not to buy so much and then the people 
that make and sell goods wouldn’t ask 
so much, but that don’t get you anywhere. 
Why, the silk stockings you get now- 
adays are made of such poor stuff that 
they are full of holes in a few wearings, 
and you have to go back and get more. 
Nobody is wearing cotton hosiery any 
more. 

“Of course, one can buy muslin shirt 
waists and shoes of standard cut and 
sensible heels, but who is doing that these 
days? Art and Jack aren’t going to look 
at you twice unless you have one of these 
fancy waists on, these eye-catchers, and 
as for wearing shoes that one can buy 
for $4 or $5, who wants to be odd like 
that? I always like dressy things, things 
that give one a little tone and a distinc- 
tion, and I tell mamma when she argues 
that buying exclusive patterns and ex- 
treme styles of waists, shoes and the like 
simply encourages the profiteers, that one 
is young only once, and that I am going 
to have my good time when I can get it. 
But I do wish the government would 
make these merchants cut their prices.” 

“Same here,” replied the young man in 
the natty, pin stripe blue serge, caress- 
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ing his $2.50 necktie. “Why, look at 
this silk shirt of mine. That has been 
to the laundry just four times, and see 
all those fine little tears. I hung up 
fourteen bucks for those shoes, and when 
I was out in the car last night I scraped 
it on the footbrake, and look at the kind 
of leather you are getting for your 
money. Can you go along to the show 
next Monday night? Dad said I was a fool 
to pay two bucks for one seat because it 
encouraged the next show that comes 
along to jack prices up on you, but what 
do we care? The union can boost our 
wages by putting a little pressure on, 
and we get it back that way. Some of the 
labor leaders say that as workers are 
the most numerous among the consumers, 
Wwe are just putting up prices on one an- 
other and really get no more for our 
higher wages, but what’s the use of try- 
ing to figure out things mixed up like 
that?’’ 


ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR EM- 
PLOYES TO PURCHASE STOCK 
On July 1st Series ‘“F’’ of the Plan to 


Aid Employes to become stockholders 


of the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Company will be started. 

To those who have already availed 
themselves of these offers of the com- 
pany in previous series nothing further 
need be said, as they fully understand 
the benefits to be derived from this sys- 
tematic method of regular saving, and 


‘will take all the stock they can carry. 


For the previous five issues a total 
of 542 applications was received. Of 
those in Series “A” of 1915, and Series 
“B” in 1916 (which have matured), some 
withdrew before maturity, receiving the 
amount paid in with interest, and certifi- 
cates of stock have been issued to those 
who paid out. Series “C” of 1917 will 
mature October 1, 1920, and hereafter all 
series will mature July Ist. 

The plan, briefly stated, permits em- 
ployes who have been in the service of 
the company three months, to take a cer- 
tain number of shares not to exceed ten, 
according to the annual amount of pay 
received. 

For each $100 share of stock taken 
$2.25 is withheld from the payroll on 


the 15th of each month. The quarterly 
dividends at the rate of 7% per annum 
on the number of shares purchased are 
credited on the purchase price and 4% 
per annum interest is charged on the de- 


ferred payments. 


At the end of the three years the stock 
is issued to the employes, as at that 
time it is paid in full, less $4.45, which 
the company gives as a bonus to those 


who complete 36 payments. 


By this plan the stock costs the em- 
ployes in actual deductions from his pay 
checks $81.00 per $100 shares, the differ- 
ence being made up by the accumulated 


dividends and bonus. 


The amount of payments made with 
4% interest added, can be withdrawn in 
cash at any time in case of emergency, 
and in event of death or leaving the serv- 
ice the amount paid in with accumulated 
dividends is paid to the employe or his 


heirs. 


No better investment can be made of 
your savings, as the stock pays regular 
dividends of $1.75 for each share every 
three months. The monthly payment de- 
ducted from the pay check is so small 
that it is not missed and it is gratifying 
to feel that you are a partner in the busi- 
ness, to which you are giving your time 
and effort. I earnestly advise each em- 
ploye to purchase at least one share and 


as many more as he can carry. 


A pamphlet fully explaining the plan 
will be sent to every employe about June 
15th, together with an application blank 
which may be filled out and sent to the 


Secretary by July Ist. 
C. P. RUSSELL, Secretary. 


PATIENCE 
Supposin’ fish don’t bite at first, 
What are you going to do? 


Throw down your pole, chuck out your bait, 


An’ say your fishin’ through? 

You bet you ain’t; you’re going to fish, 
An’ fish, an’ fish, an’ wait 

Until you’ve ketched a hasketful 
Or used up all your bait. 


Suppose success don’t come at first 
What are you going to do? 

Throw up the sponge and kick yoursel!? 
An’ growl, an’ fret, an’ stew? 

You bet you ain’t;: you're going to fish 
An’ bait, an’ bait again, 

Until success will bite your hook 
For grit is sure to win. 


Le a 


oe ks : 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS o cue8 


WESTERN DISTRICT MEN ARE BUSY PLACING CONDUIT IN HASTINGS 


The men who are doing this work: Right row, left to rizht—Geo. Sumner, J. Jones, F. 
Larsen, W. Crawford, Geo. Smith, V. Mapel, L. Williams, E. Eichenour. Left row, rear to front— 
J. Brown R. I. Schouborg, foreman, W. C. Cooper, D. C. M., H. F. MeCulla, wire chief. 


The building in the back-ground is the new six story Dutton building, which will be com- 


pleted about August 1, 1920. 


The insert shows the boys putting in the under-ground cable. Right to left—E. Givens, 
cable splicer, Geo. Sumner, T. Gilmore, L. J. Petro, J. Sehultz, E. Eichenour, “‘straw boss”, 
J. J. Morehead, W. Crawford, H, F. MeCulla, wire chief. . 


BRINGING DOWN PRICES 

The cost of a great many articles, prin- 
cipally those to wear, came down with 
a rush during the month of May and are 
still sliding. This is due to the fact that 
the buying public has heeded the advice 
pounded into their ears for some months 
that if they stopped buying, the prices 
would tumble. This advice was based 
upon the known fact that it was public 
demand that had made prices high and 
which kept them up. The same economic 
force, applied on the reverse, was respon- 
sible for the declines. 

The people should not take this to be 
a sign that the long-predicted drop has 
come. It hasn’t. The retailers would be 


glad if this were true, but the fact is 
that the manufacturers are not making 
reductions save on overstocked lines, and 
they will not until the demand slackens 


so much that production overtakes and 


passes it. 

If the same policy of buying only what 
one must have and refusing to do so 
when the price is deemed exorbitant, re- 
sorting to substitutes or using the old 
things a while longer, is kept up, the 
manufacturer will finally be reached, and 
then what has been sought will have 
been accomplished. Merchants are help- 
ing as much as they can in forcing prices 
down by refusing to buy until they must 
do so to keep their stocks intact. 


BE OPTIMISTIC. 

There is always a place for the opti- 
mist. The optimist always thinks well 
of the present and is hopeful of the fu- 
ture. He realizes that everywhere there 
are opportunities to be taken advantage 
of, and that present conditions are no 
criterion of what is going to be. Ona 
rainy day he looks forward to when the 
sun will be shining again, and when the 
sun does shine he enjoys it instead of 
bemoaning the fact that some day it 
might rain again. He keeps plugging 
ahead, knowing that if he does his part 
everything will come out all right. 

We are al] optimists to a certain ex- 
tent, otherwise we would be trembling 
with fear all the time. When we start in 
a job we look forward to something bet- 
ter, and we know if we work hard that 
the reward must come. If we are cheer- 
ful, industrious and considerate, doing 
our duty to ourselves as well as to others, 
we will find that in the end we will be 
better off. The world will look brighter, 
we will fee! better, we will be able to 
accomplish more. 


RATES HERE AND ABROAD 

The average exchange revenue per sta- 
tion in Australia, the best measure of 
rates, is 23.8 per cent greater than in the 
United States. This means that the sub- 
scriber in Australia pays that much more 
than he does in the United States, with a 
poorer service. This was before the war. 
Since then the rates have been advanced. 
- Or take England: 

Just before the war broke out—the 
rates have been increased since then—a 
debate in the house 6f commons brought 
out the fact that, while the rates were be- 
{;ween 30 and 40 per cent more than under 
private ownership, the service was poorer 
und the government profits of $1,500,000 
' were $440,000 less than the National 
Telephone company, the privately owned 
eonecern that furnished service before 
postalization occurred, paid in royalties 
tand income tax. At the end of the first 
wear of the war the actual deficit was 
$540,657. 

What are the figures for the United 
States? With greatly increased facilities, 
the cost to the subscriber has steadily de- 
creased. The average exchange revenue 
per station in 1900 was $33.84. In 1913, 
before the war, it had been reduced to 
$24.15, or 28.6 per cent. 
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Miss Ethlyn Thomas 
Change Number Operator at Beatrice 


PHONES IN THE CONVENTION 


For the first time in the history of na- 
tional conventions a complete set of tele- 
phones were used on the floor of the re- 
publican gathering held at Chicago in the 
week of June 6th. Those who have seen 
political conventions in action will recall 
that a vast amount of confusion exists 
on the floor because of the frequent con- 
ferences between delegates. These inter- 
fere with the proper business of the con- 
vention, and delay matters. 

A central exchange with fifty-three sta- 
tions, one located in the midst of each 
delegation, gave a service that enabled 
delegates to talk with one another with- 
out running about and holding confer- 
ences. Each state had a station, and one 
was also located with representatives 
from the District of Columbia, Alaska, 
Hawaii, the Philippines and Porto Rico. 

The experiment resulted so satisfac- 
torily that it is understood the 'same plan 
will be followed at the national democratic 
convention in San Francisco in the latter 


part of the month. 
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GETTING AHEAD OF THE JOB 


Perhaps you have always done manual 
labor and you are not accustomed to tal- 
ing in to account the cost of material and 
production with relation to profit. 

You are paid by the day or by the 
hour, and when your time is over you put 
up your tools, change your clothes <nd 
have time, care free to enjoy yourself. 


It is not your pocketbook which suffers 
if the telephone plant breaks down or 
wears out. 

But what if it did belong to ycu? 

What if you should become the head 
of some important concern where you 
swnust use all the brains at your com- 
rasud to keep the men employed and to 
manage to have the money to pay your 
men? 

What if you should sell to some big 
concern and cou'd not get your money? 

What if you should have a disastrous 
fire, and it was your own business, »nad 
not enough insurance to cover it? 

What if you should pué a lot of money 
into material and labor and could not 
realize on the investment? 

study conditions all around 
to advance. 


if you want 


EDUCATING THE FARMERS 


Exchange managers have an excellent 
opportunity, in these days when the high 
prices of products of the soil have given 
the farmers of the state a full feeling in 
the region of the pocketbook, to do some 
excellent missionary work in behalf of 
a better service and better pay for rural 
telephones. 

It is a fact admitted by students of 
telephony and by members of regulatory 
commissions that in the making of rate 
schedules the farmers have been dis- 
tinctly favored. Business men and town 
folks have looked on this favoritism with 
considerable complacency, figuring that 
it is a good thing for business and for the 
town to have all the farmers in the 
neighborhood linked up with it in We 
way. 

When the farm lines were first seine 
the farmers were of the opinion that 
they were paying no more than the ser- 
vice was worth, and they figured this 
way because depreciation does not make 
its appearance on a plant until the years 


creep on, and they based their calcula- 
tion on the revenues and expenses of the 
first few years. When they did discover 
that service got poorer with the years 
they put up with it because they didn’€ 
want to pay more money. 


Reduction of the number on a line to 
ten, the giving of better service and 
other improvements made it possible to 
raise rates beyond the dollar a month lim- 
it of the old days, and there are many dis- 
tricts where metallic service has super- 
seded grounded. Rural rates are still 
too low, and there is no money in switch- 
ing at 50 cents a month. 


Farmers are beginning to manifest a 
desire to get the best possible telephone 
service, just as they are discarding Ford 
cars and buying better machines. They 
are paying double for farm tools and 
they make no vociferous complaint be- 
cause their revenues are vastly increased. 
Individual lines are growing more num- 
erous in the country districts, and in rate 
hearings there is less said about rates 
than before and a willingness shown to 
pay more for better service. 


If this educational campaign were car- 
ried on more vigorously and the facts 
relating to the development of the in- 
dustry and the increasing costs of good 
service, in time a better rural rate 
schedule and service would naturally and 
easily follow. 


HOW THEY GOT BY 
“It’s a mighty good thing,” said Uncle E bea: 
“dat de Ten Commandments was handed down 
direct, instead of bein’ “bliged to go through 
de hands of a lot of committees.” 


ae _ 


<i 


Ny 
i 


Bert and Geo. Meiers 
Seward plant men, prove they are the best 
fishermen in these parts. If you have caught 
a better string than this, the Nditor would like 
to see the color of it. 
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ever trouble there is, ceases to be trouble after 
he finishes with it. Outside of bis telephone 


activities, he finds time to have a large garden, 
affiliates with several of the most prominent 
secret and benevolent societies, is a member of 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 
ist, 1920, and May 3ist, 1920; also gain and loss since January ist, 1920. 
Jan. May 


STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT \| . 


Jan. May | 


Hi 1°20 31,20 Gain Loss 1,°20 31,°20 Gain Loss ji 
Inco Nh ---------- 14879 15545 666 --+- 63 Benedict ........ 259 253 toe 6 , the Beatrice Volunteer Fire Department, and 
2 Hastings ........ 3278 3444 166 ... 64 Glenvil .......... 2895 1 249." *10 74 iS. , has. Wr nite famiiyMcousiatine Vocetes Mavala 
3 Beatrice ........ 2584 2671 87 .... 65 Red Cloud...... 945 248 3 four boys and three girls, all comfortably 
ATEYOL KS See 0! 1890 1985 45 ... 66uTobiage no 945 246 1 | located in their own home on East Market 
5 Fairbury ........ 1689 1791 102 A. GrmBroinardie te 937 240 2 a) Street, Beatrice. Claud is one of our most 
6 Nebr. City ie 1747 1784 2 » eh 68 Mead 939 937 A | valuable associates and it is a pleasure to 
Tt Vlas. JEEVES. SLUT) antsy a see ee a furnish this all too brief sketch of his val- 
nl. Place...... 1102 1185 83... 69 Yutan 231 235 4 ns ri Von, (anil: | 
etna iii so Oa Oe ky cc OO, WY Utan 20) 2: -- | uable efforts, for The News family. 
§ a ueUED eye nee 1143 15 -.. 7% Deweese ........ 274, M293 ht 1 ! Te wise: 
attsmouth .. 1002 1049 47 .... FA ee Tee 992 299, 2 42 
10 Wahoo .......... 960 978 18 ... 72 Greenwood .... 214 219 B. toh i aa pe Nate tal ate, hel 
11 David City...... 928 967 39. _. 73. Ong a2. 915 +218 2°. 1a It is the business of every employe who 
12 Seward .......... 925 944 19... 74 Waverly ........ 2990 «=o 212—t—=*é«wWw;j. 8 notes any condition in the physical plant 
aB aecumseh eens SA9 864 LONE a a 75 Davey ............ 199 204 5 i of the company, anything that if not at- 
uperior ........ 830. 843- 13  ... "6 Tamora .......... VETel *2OO" C3 TSy ic ee tended to, is likely to result in some acci- 
15 ee re ai 801 822 21... 77 Raymond. ...... NOS LOT o.oo. 1 dent to some one, the loss of life, limb 
16 Sutton ..... 643 661 18 ... 78 Bellwood ........ 195 (“199% 42 pe Or. DH sinal! Thies eA en Ona On 
17 Osceola .......... 648 661 13 |... 79 Murray ....... OOO ME TOS oto eb ah ata he Ms ap ahd ac octane 
18 Stromsburg .. 653 658 5 ..... 909 Panama 189 192 Bp aon proper man at once. 
19 Friend ........... 632 652. -20 .... 81 Milligan... 191 187  ... 4 There are two reasons why this is your 
20 Harvard ........ 623 644 21 ... 89 Steele City... 182 186 ris Se | business. One is that it is a humane 
21 Geneva .......... Die OO elo) es 83 Nehawka ...... Tay enpeay ae 2 | thing to do. You, as an employe and a 
22 Wymore ........ 571 = B77 6: 4% 2 84 Cordova ........ 179 181 Ps re ls member of the working staff, are inter- 
ee Heron Ae J oor aoe 5 ie & 85 Brock .......... 178 177 1 ested in seeing that your own safety is 
25 Polk aa ee 5513800538320) 6 hae te mb 171 =) guarded by others, and you are also, as 
26 College View. 483 516 33 .... 88 Belvidere. A. 96 67 8 | WHO’S WHO AND WHY x saad ne Oe STP, HEHE OH mt. 
27 Sterling Firei., 478 487 9 “o> = 89 Juniata ee 163 166 53 on | The incom ine ee ea represents venting others from suffering RUE if 
28 Havelock ...... 436 487 51 .... 90 Hampton ...... AT1s 1G ee. G & Mr. Claud L. Walker in his most amiable by reporting a dangerous condition that 
29 W. Water ...... 468 476 Siege. 91 Hansen .......... 158 168 By rfl mood. Claud is one of the Beatrice runts, wno 1s averted. | 
30 Humboldt ...... 455 472 17 92 Garland 151 160 9 iy has been making telephone history in Ne- As an employe you are interested in 
81 Dorchester ... 426 435 9 93 Nemaha ........ 141 144 Be ids f braska since August, 1904, coming to Beatrice — saaing that your employer, the company 
32 Syracuse 409 418 9 94 Colon 145 144 1 i} with the New Home Telephone Company, from, oaleyh r de A a 
93 Edgar 415 416 1 OB) Curleban nos qa GAs ene ; | the Interstate Telephone Company of St. Joe, 1S Spared the expense ol damage or accl- 
24 Gresham 27 409 24 96 Gr ft On ...---.. : 7 ra Mo., who were building and operating toll dent payments, not only to save him from 
35 Valvaraiso 411 405 [Gay ‘9 et re Lebar hee lines in Northeast Kansas and Southeast Ne- Joss but to conserve the revenues of the 
: da “a5 ee 7 Thayer ........ -- 137 142 5 braska. Prior to that time he worked for the : . 
36 Milford .......... 384 390 eke Us 32 98 Elk Creek 135 139 4 Missouri & K ; Telepl Company on ¢COMpany in the interest of all of the 
27 Clay Center... 391 3.29 ‘Aus Sines eae > CONS e Missouri & Kansas Telep rong “¢ pi Ayer : d h k¢ " 
A 2 99 Prosser .......... 135 140 5 toll line and exchange construction starting men and women who work for lt. 
38 Exeter ....!.... -- 872 387 “1d 100 Ithaca 189K TBR he. 1 | in the telephone game with the Horton Tele- The company seeks, by inspection and 
39 Beaver Cros’g 384 386 2 101 Denton Shh SA se 1 phone Company of Horton, Kans., in the spring by supervision and testing of appliances 
40 Dewitt ............ 370 374 4 102 Octavia 128 132 4 *, of 1899, working intermittedly with that Com- d is ly ts f dvalleer 
41 Fairmont ...... 355 374 19 103 Bruno... 122 127 Bt ia ey pany and the local Electric Light Company @2@ Workmg tools, to. sateguard all 0 
42 Fairfield ........ 358. : 37a" “a5 104 Maleolm 117 120 5 ; he H., until 1901. Ife went into the alep Bane ust its employes from danger and damage. 
arr Boe v pk ness in earnest with the Northeast Telephone As it must work with human instruments 
iii peers Tab es Hee AE EOD Garson: Ome re z ; Company at Hiawatha, Kans. He was @P- in doing this safeguarding, it sometimes 
45 Shelby Partie 950 359 9 ye Seeley weeseeee ri ine 7 pointed local manager for the above company happens that they do not ae as thorough 
wee nescence e < soe wight .........- sa at Horton in September, 1902, which position 
46 Dunbar ee ome 304 5590 222 4 108 Douglas eye?! 102 106 4 he held until Beets with the Interstate Tele- a job of it as they should. 
AG Wticay -2....2..:. 325 343 18 4 109 Otoe 2.) a) 92 101 9 phone Company in 1904. Mr. Walker was made So that if you see any defective pole 
48 Bennett .......... 329 341 12 110 Pickrell 96 100 4 wire chief of the New Home Telephone Com- . , . bl tub 
49 Cook .............. 304 837 3 111 Fillev ©... ranv at Beatrice soon after his arrival and wires, crossarms, Cable, Suys, Studs, an- 
LON) Le, 97 98 1 San ea if : . . t ib] lectri 
50 Cedar Bluffs.. 330 331 1 112 Lushton 93 95 9 maintained that position until the consolida- chors, anchor guards, possible electric 
51 Adams ............ 311 825 14 TAS) Padicgti. flee tion of the two plants in 1913. He was ad- crosses, defective fire escapes or appa- 
52 Waco 802 918 16 an icott er ab 83 87 4 ck gh vanced later to the position of district inspec- h . f li 
A NOY é 3 114 Pauline ....._—-'78 ee 3 ees at money ab Shoe ratus, defective safety appliances, step- 
D3 Bradshaw 309 312 8 , ‘) tor for the Southern District in our present 
BA McOcol | 929 300 11 115 Brownville ane 70 72 2 organization, Mr, Walker is not only thor- ladders, steps, ladders, elevator doors, 
BSC SO 344 598 397 -~- 116 Clatonia ._...... 66 67 1 pa ough in the technical and mechanical features careless elevator attendants, overloading 
ae “Ga Ves Rack Sam iaaenes 1 vig Eleasant Dale 50 ASU ees 2 of the pgephene eae be rare eae ane : of. elevators—in short, anything that ap- 
tb Be Pe, ve : . son: at reflects c : 
57 Plymouth ...... DiS a Speer) oe ia ado ai 28 re i Neate tot pein ae ana himself wherever peals to you as ikely st Aes to. some 
pe gonnson oo 263 279 16 .... Totals 62486 64448 2035 72 he goes, He is a bear-cat for work and what- accident, report it and report it promptly. 
‘Bruning ...... 2718) 218 es og 5 ed AN a 0 F 
RinGarescouen 965 273 Gate et gain since January 1, 1920.......... 1962 3 
61 Talmage _... 258 262 yi, La eernniitere Wilken, ore te eee are ee 326 
62 Louisville _.... 246 255 9 ..... *Exchanges purchased. | 
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I, O. Lansing 
Acting Chief of Service, Lincoln Exchange. 
“Amiable Hi’ is some actor, too. 


HOLD ONTO YOUR BONDS 


If you still have any of the liberty 
bonds you bought during the war you will 
be doing the government and yourself a 
service to hold onto them. The fact that 
these are now selling on the market at 
a 15 per cent discount, meaning that for 
a $50: bond you can now get, if you sell 
it, but $42.50, means only that those who 
sell must take this loss. It does not mean 
that your bond has actually decreased in 
value so far as you are concerned. 

The fact is that the government has 
contracted to pay you, when the bond be- 
comes due, the sum of $50, and it will pay 
that sum to the person who presents it 
at that time. If you still hold it you will 
get your $50 back, and meanwhile you 
will be collecting the interest on it. if 
you sell it to somebody else, that some- 
body else will collect the $50 and also the 
interest from time to time. 

Keeping the bonds off the market de- 
creases the amount of currency or credit 
in circulation, and has a tendency to keep 
down prices. That’s where you are again 
interested. Hold onto your bond. 


SS 


THE AUTOMATIC ABROAD 

Frank H. Woods, president of our com- 
pany, is a member of a syndicate of 
American telephone men who have organ- 
ized the International Automatic Tele- 
phone company of Liverpool, and will 
put the automatic on the map in Eng- 
land. The other members are Theodore 
Gary, H. L. Gary and A. F. Adams, all 
westerners, residents of Kansas City. 

The syndicate purchased control of an 
automatic manufacturing plant at Liver- 
pool, and will carry on manufacture on 
a large scale. The Western Electric com- 
pany of London has been granted license 
to distribute automatic telephones outside 
of Great Britain and territory previously 
given other companies. The Liverpool 
company has been making automatic ap- 
paratus under license for the last eight 
years. The new arrangements will make 
for quantity production, and the inter- 
locking of interests makes available thru- 
out the world the engineering staff of the 


original company at Chicago. 


THE MATTER OF LOYALTY 

Loyalty to-your company consists in 
something more than defending it when 
unjustly attacked, of giving it faithful 
service, of speaking a good word for it 
every time you get an opportunity to ad- 
vance its interest. 

A recent writer on this subject summed 
up as the predominating features of 
loyalty these things: Practical economy, 
which consists in looking out for the com- 
pany to see that none of its material and 
supplies are wasted; a keen sense of 
duty, which bids you watch out that none 
of your fellow employes are injured 
through any carelessness of whatever 
character; a sense of personal pride that 
won't permit one to work in unsanitary 
or uncomfortable surroundings and of- 
fices; personal ambition as expressed in 
efforts to make a good record as an em- 
ploye; the spirit of co-operation as shown 
in the willingness to work with every 
other employe in the general and indi- 
vidual interest; honesty of purpose as 
shown in handling grievances of sub- 
scribers in such a way as to make them 
friends of the company, and the courage 
of conviction demonstrated in the readi- 
ness to defend the company from malici- 
ous and ignorant attacks. 

Loyalty, in short, means a desire to 
serve, and these are some of the ways it 
is proved. Others will occur to you. 
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TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
The Third in a Series cf Articles Correlated to the Course in Practical Telephony 
By A. A. Stocker 
The Principle of the Electromagnet 

The electromagnet is made possible due to the fact that a current sets up a 
magnetic field, in the medium, surrounding it. In a straight wire carrying a cur- 
rent the magnetic field is in the form of circles, in.planes perpendicular to the wire, 
as is shown in figure 1. 


a ere EE CT GE, ] Ee ed oe eed on eee ee) >, 


MAGNETIC GIRLS ‘OF @ CURRENT-CARRYING CRE” 


The magnetic field in the medium surrounding a conductor carrying a current, 
produces a magnetic condition in the medium. This is a sort of a magnetic strain, 
represented by lines of force analogous to the electric strain, which is in the form 
of electrostatic lines of force, produced in the electric condenser by electric pres- 
sure. The intensity of this magnetic strain at any point is proportional to the cur- 
rent, and the amount of strain through any area is called the magnetic flux. 

The direction of the magnetic field depends upon the direction of the current 
flow and may be determined by Amphere’s right hand rule: Close the right hand 
with the thumb extended; point the thumb in the direction of the current flow; the 
magnetic field is-then in the direction the fingers point. 

If a wire carrying a current be wound in the form of a spiral or helix, the 
lines of force set up by each wire will unite with those set up by the adjacent turns. 
And the lines: of force inside each turn will have the same general direction, form- 
ing several long lines of force which might be said to pass through the entire helix. 
See figure number 2. These lines pass out one end and enter the other, just the 
same way as in a permanent bar magnet. 


OCRRETCTION OF THE FIELD OF. HELIX 


When the general direction of the lines of force is from right to left, the left 
end will be a north pole and the opposite end a south pole. The polarity of a helix 
may be determined if the direction of the current is known. A good rule is, if 
looking at the end of the coil, the current flows around its turns clockwise, the end 
nearest the observer will be a south pole, but if it flows in the opposite direction it 
will be a north pole. 

A helix through which current is flowing is called a solenoid. It has north and 
south poles and, in fact, possesses all the properties, of a permanent magnet with 


ator, has returned to work after an illness of 
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ae advantage that the magnetism in the case of the solenoid is sha under con- 
tro 

The strength of a solenoid is proportional to the strength of the current pas- 
sing through it and the number of turns of wire composing the coil. The magne- 
tizing power may be increased several hundred times by merely inserting an iron 
core within it. The soft iron will afford an easier path for the lines of force to 
pass through, consequently more lines of force will pass through the space occupied 
by the soft iron than when this space was occupied by air alone. 

The capability of any substance for conducting lines of force is called its per- 
meability. Thus the permeability of soft iron is greater than air. When a piece of 
soft iron is introduced into a solenoid it becomes strongly magnetized, and is called 
an electromagnet. 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


SYRACUSE ceived a letter of appreciation and $5.00 from 
KE. A. Duff for services rendered in helping 
capture robbers that broke into his house. Be- 
low is a copy of the letter received by Miss Ab- 
ernathy: : 

Dear Miss Abernathy: 

To show you that I appreciated the work 
done by you and Miss Herchie on the night 
of May 6th when robbers broke into our house, 
I enclose check for $5.00. 

Deputy Sheriff Roy Fisher advised me 
that the good work done by you two ladies 
the resignation of Miss Windels. was a great help to him and that by tele- 

Mr. Hobbs. car inspector, was in Syracuse phoning BAS CUNO TREN ON BS EN 
Mone tle Te nins after Car No 98 He says ing the alarm a great many men responded. 

; = pax. y He would not have been able to hold the rob- 


'Miss Sophia Windels, assistant chief oper- 


several weeks. She underwent an operation for 
tonsilitis. 

Miss Birdie Bray Das been employed as re- 
lief operator. 

Miss Freda Windels has resigned her posi- 
tion as day operator and is attending school 
at Lincoln preparing to be a stenographer. 

Mrs. Freda Lewellyn has been employed as 
day operator to fill the vacancy caused py 


4 Dee ta et Si eee ate bers if it had not been for your good work. 
3 ante aaa rie ihr sata ti re ; Haase Again thanking you, I remain, 
Scatter a Heigl tA eae ea Waste ya Respectfully yours, 


baby boy. 

Miss Patricia Salee, daughter of the man- 
ager, made this office a few days’ visit re- 
cently 

Guss Windels, night operator, has been off 
duty on account of a boil on the hack of his 
neck. Guss says that a boil is worth $5.00, 
but on acount of the H. C. L. he will take u 
little less for this one, 

Arthur Johans, lineman, has resigned and 
left for Colorado where he will take up car- 
peuter work. 

Miss Sophie Winders has been at Otoe for 
about ten days acting as chief operator while 
Mrs. Maynard, the new chief operator, is 
getting things ready to take charge. 

The Syracuse operators consider themselves 
lucky by having Dr. Parks located across the 
hall from the operating room. The manager 
is afraid he will experience trouble with the 
operators fainting this summer and _ besides 
Dr. Parks is good looking and is not married. 

Miss Emma Seelhoff, chief operator, has 
returned to work after a short honeymoon. 
She is now Mrs. Steve Gately, but in reality 
is the same girl as before. The manager and 
operators join in wishing her a long and pros- 
perous life. 

One of our subscribers called for the in- 
formation operator and after obtaining her, 
asked if she knew where she could buy some 
sweet potatoes. The operators are very ac- 
commodating and told her they were sorry 
but did not know of any place. 


Miss Violet Abernathy and Miss Margaret Jack, the real boss of the Donley family, and 
Hlerchie, operators at Nebraska City, each re- son of our toll wire chief, C. Donley. 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPART MENT MAY, 1920 


Good 

% % % % Out 

Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 
29 incolnee es! xoe Miss A. Scouller.......... DL a T3. 220:2. 1733 27,292. 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 

12 Ashland..............-. Miarst§ © HO0ds 1 nee. 7.0 210 180 10.0 £1,947 
17 David City........... Miss A. Sievers............... 9.0 2.4 1.6 12 ul 907 
5 Dorchester........... Miss A. Simpson........... 5.2 3.2 0.0 4.9 672 
5A Friend. Ta. NS IIA Miss A. Gretsch............... 5:2 1.2 4.8 4.1 1,081 
16 Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss............... Sian lak 2a 2c!) 1.081 71008 
2 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick............. 40 11.0 13.0 6.0 2,181 
14 Seward......2.00.0...... Miss N. Gumbel........... 8.0 3.0 3.0 7.0 2,821 
14A Wahoo................... Miss L. Johnson............... 8.0 40° 9.0 8.0 2,208 
27A Weeping Water...Miss M. Moulton........... 13.7 9.1 13.9 »18.2 1,062 
Otal@ or) MAVerage....2.2..-21-22 21-5 lcenype-nceshoscecetsPeevoeteee 7.6 7.6 8.3 7.1 14,877 


WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 


df ]DYe Fegeht A ye Mrs. M. Beal................... 5.8 1.1 8.4 6.2 788 
3 IW XCCCTe eee ee Mrs. R. Alley......-............ 4.6 0.0 0.0 3.8 912 
19 Fairmont.............. Miss E. Prescott.......... 9.6 2all  7i330;- 013.0 885 
18 Geneva..............---- Miss B. Ladner .............. 9.1 TA W135... .10.0°-' 12,222 
20 Harvard...............- Miss- Bs Hein.-...2-22022. 10.0 0.0 14.0 11.2 704 
27 Hastings...........2... Miss H. Richeson......... 13.7 14.0 24.0 14.6. 10,211 
21 Hebron...222.... Miss M. McKenzie....... 104 109 175 184 1,201 
22 Osceola................-. Miss K. Gunmn.................. 1O7eP 11 7136-4192 752 
28 Red Cloud............ Miss B.. Havel.............. 15.4 15.1 18.4 16.8 879 
20A Stromsburge........... Miss F. Roberts............... 1QROF 82-0 A13.8 64 111 837 
11 Superior................ Miss M. Attwater........... 6.9 19°. ETA 93 38,114 
9 Suttones2es aa! Miss V. Grosshans....... 6.1 6.0 7.5 6.1 751 
26 BOT Kater meee 204 Miss S. Horn................... 12.6 6.6". 13:1 12.8 2,841 
MO LAIMMOLEVAVCrAge! i... 22 iL oth lll 8.8 Sonido. pe LOT" 26,297 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
10 Auburn = -Mrs. R. McFarland........ 6.4 5.8 7.4 6.5 2,715 
24 Beatrice...............- Mrs. B. Sharp............... 10.9 125 1380 11.4 °&4246,462 
15 Dewitt. 22 2M: Miss E. Stegeman........... 8.1 8.2 7.3 9.5 696 
25 Fairbury................ Mrs? Mi: Dovye.t22::.:S2 2. 11.3 114 10.5 10.9 2,835 
19 Humboldt............. Miss C. Gillan... 93 35 00 86 1,024 
6 Nebraska City.....Miss L. Bader.................. 5.7 140 129 7.9 3,170 
8 Syracuse............... Mrs. E. Gately.............. | 6.0 3.0 2.8 47 "218 
4 Tecumseh............ -Miss E. Smith... 5.0 1.0 13.8 96 1,094 
Spe wWalber... 61s Miss E. Korbel.............. Oe Giaeko 3 V7 910 
1. Wymore............-.. Miss R. MeNelly.......... SFL 200 ¢ 1413) 435 4406 
Total or Average......-..------ severtsseess weeseeeateeseeteeteneeeees 6.3 6.7 8.2 { 

Total or Average for April... ee, 104 94 12.5 {ie 77780 
Total or Average for May..........--0.0:--- eee 99 10.7 12.7 10.7 89,576 
AROUND THE CIRCUIT 

BP. B. Foster, combination man at Geneva, OTOE 
has been transferred to Bruning as manager. Mrs L. M. 'Pinn has resigned her position 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Com- as manager and went to Edgar to work. 
pany has purchased all of the property of the Mrs Iva Maynard has been employed as man- 
Guide Rock Telephone Company as of May ist. ager. ; 

W. H. Webster has been appointed manager. Miss Neva Nutzman has been employed as 
Guide Rock will be under the supervision of relief operator. 
the Western District officials. The men from Dunbar and Syracuse have 

L. B. Mapel, manager at Utica, is the proud been rebuilding the farm lines which were in 

father of a ten pound girl, born May 3Slst. bad condition. 


Z 3% 
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SEWARD : 

Miss Landon made a business trip to Lin- 
voln the first of the month. 

Miss Anna Seymour made a welcome trip 
to Seward on May 12th. She held an interest- 
ing class in the evening. All the operators 
were present in spite of the pouring down 
rain. Three ex-operators kindly consented to 
handle the traffic so-all operators could be 
present They were: Mrs. Paul Harting, Mrs. 
Wm. Kipp and Mrs. Kernel Miers. 

Miss Austin spent a day in Lincoln the early 
part of the month. 

Miss Anderson, night operator, visited her 
friends in York on May 29th. 

Joe Spurlock, test man, who returned to 
this exchange a short time ago, has again 
left. this time to the call to take up a field 
of wider activities. He goes with the best 
of wishes for a_ successful ~career from his 
many friends. The young ladies of the traffic 
and commercial departments presented him 
with a gold. pencil to aid him in his work. 
Upon leaving he expressed his thanks by 
presenting the girls with a delicious box of 
bon bons. 

Miss Landon, assistant chief operator, be- 
gan her vacation on the last day of the month. 
Miss Fuehring is filling her place while she 
is gone. 

Miss Mildred Gumbel was absent a day on 
account of sickness. 

Miss Craige visited the capital city ona 
pleasure trip during the middle of May. 


—__—_— 


FAIRBURY 

Fred Cook has been employed in the plant 
department. 

A. R. Sluss, country trouble man, has left 
the company and is now employed with the 
Pacific States Telephone Company, Denver, 
Colorado. 

Billy Coffindaffer, wire chief at York, was a 
pleasant caller at this office the first of tie 
month. 

Manager C. G. Bennett visited Auburn and 
Nebraska City the latter part of May. 

C. Donley, toll wire chief at Lincoln, visited 
this exchange on May 26th. 

Al Newman, of Nebraska City, was a pleas- 
ant caller at this office during May. 

Cc. A. Burge, switchboard man, made a short 
visit to Powell the latter part of May. 

Miss Grace Slater has gone to Tobias to 
spend a few days with friends, 

Miss Lethia Runyon has returned’ from 
Grand Island where she has spent several days 
visiting her mother. 

Miss Katie Sturms, evening, chief operator, 
spent Saturday in Lincoln and Sunday in 
Beatrice. 

Misses Fern Harris, Alta Landis, Marjorie 
Alford and Gladys Guilford have been em- 
ploved in the traffic department. 

Misses Margaret McCall and Irene Parker, 
night operators, started for Grand®* Tsland 
May 25th. They got as far as, Tobias, 28 
miles from Fairbury, but could go no fur- 
ther on account of car trouble . The girls 
report having had a good time in spite of 
everything. They visited the Daykin and 
Tobias exchanges. 


STROMSBURG 

Miss Hilda Nuss. of Sutton, helped out for 
a few days at this office recently. 

Miss Mildred MacDonald assisted a few 
day in this office recently. 

Miss Pauline Hessler, of York, has been 
transferred to this exchange. 

Miss Margaret Dickson, of Red Cloud, has 
also been transferred here for an indefinite 
period. 

We are expecting several student operators 
to begin work as soon as school lets out. 

Miss Viola Richeson, formerly of Clay Cen- 
ter. assisted as night operator for a few days. 

Mrs. Abrams, chief operator at Shelby, has 
been helping as night operator until a per- 
inanent night operator is secured. 

Miss Quick. a student operator, is making 
very satisfactory progress. ; 

The employes of this office are wondering 
how long they will retain their chief operator, 
as it seems to them that she is receiving ardent 
attention from a certain young man of this 
city 

Er. C. Cummings did some special work on 
the wire chief’s testing equipment recently. 

Manager Presson was confined to his home 
a day last week owing to a severe cold, but at 
the present time he is able to resume his duties. 

H. G. Taedter spent a Sunday recently at 
Hastings. He reports a nice visit with the 
home folks. 

Parl Presson has been employed as a stu- 
dent in the plant department. 

Mr. Wheeler. district plant chief, stopped 
a few minutes at this office May 21st. 

Visitors during last month were: Mr. Mur- 
phy of Hastings, Messrs. Hurtz, Bell and 
Kimball of Lincoln, and Mr. Rakestraw of 
Benedict. 

Our wire chief. Mr. Taedter. has been kept 
exceptionally busy the past few weeks getting 
acquainted wtih the new operators. We hope 
that it will not be necessary for the traffic 
department to make so many changes as in 
the past few weeks because if they do we 
doubt if Heinie will Know whether they are 
coming or going. “Stay with them, Heinie.” 


DAVID CITY , 

G. W. Gates treated the operators with ice 
cream last week in appreciation of good serv- 
ice rendered. 

Miss Gertrude Litjen, assistant chief oper- 
ator, spent a few days in Lincoln recently. 

Misses Ethlyn Meyers and Marie May haye 
been employed in this office. 

Miss Anna Phillips and Miss Genevieve 
Nichols have recently been employed in the 
commercial department. 

Miss Lorna Baker, who has been in the com- 
mercial department for several months, has 
resigned her position and has returned to her 
home at Albion, Nebraska. 

L. E. Hurtz, W. E. Bell and W. P. Kimball 
made a very enjoyable call at this office a 
short time ago. Mr. Gann also made a hurry 
up call, driving from York to David City .and 
from David City to Hastings in less than 
eight hours. Mr. Gann is some traveler when 
the occasion requires. 
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Mrs. Norcross and Miss McFarland have re- 
Signed from the traffic department. 

Miss Atkins has been employed in the trafic 
department for a short time. 

The contractor is again working on the new 
building after a delay of about a month on 
account of lack of. material. 

The Omaha Trade Excursion made a stop 
over at this exchange May 28th. This was com- 
posed of the most progressive bunch of busi- 
nesS Men and they represented nearly all 
trades of which Omaha boasts. Several calls 
were put out from here to Omaha and every- 
one expressed great satisfaction in the clear 
and quick service. One member said, “Well, 
this sure is ‘Superior’ service’. Of course 
Wwe were Somewhat elated, more so because 
Frank A. May, Commercial Superintendent 
of the Nebraska Telephone Company, was a 
member of the happy party. Come again Mr. 
May, and bring all Omaha with you. We will 
give you the best we have. 

This office acknowledges a fiying visit from 
General Manager Hurtz, and «a short stop 
over from Commercial Superintendent R. F. 
Mattison. 


LINCOLN 

DD. G. Bell, assistant commercial manager, 
has been on the sick list this month. Mr. 
Bell is suffering from a severe cold and took 
an enforced vacation at the doctor’s orders. 

N. Korner, solicitor, is taking his annual 
vacation this month. Mr. Korner states that 
he will spend his vacation this year repairing 
and renovating several properties owned by 
him. 

Mrs. Hetty Foster of the cashier’s office, has 
been absent on account of sickness several 
days this month. Mrs. Foster has recently 
moved to Lincoln from Illinois and states that 
she believes our Nebraska weather is too much 
for her. 

Miss Anna Sirinsky, of the cashier’s office, 
resigned June 10th. Miss Sirinsky expects 
to pay an extended visit with relatives in 
New York and will probably not return until 
late this fall. 

Miss Gretchen Sprecher has been employed 
in the cashier’s office ,taking the place left 
vacant by Miss Sirinsky’s resignation. 

Miss Hazel Seip spent her Memorial Day at 
Summerfield, Kansas, with relatives. 

Service Department 

Mr. Gass and Mr. Clark have been out in 
the district for a few days. 

Geo. Mann is off on a few days’ vacation. 

Mark Lamphere is very busy these days 
breaking in new rack boys, as this is the 
first of the month and Mr. Liebhart is very 
busy with his reports. 

Miss Maud Hall and her assistants are very 
busy at this time getting out their monthly 
reports. 

Grace Smith is taking a few days’ vacation 
and making her folks a visit in Kenesaw. 
People say that is a beautiful town. 

Walter Kuse is helping on the cable records 

Mr. Beltzer and Mr. Renick are still ou in 
the district and have been for a month. They 
are both single and possibly they have fallen 
in love. 


A S. Keckler 
District Inspector Eastern Plant District, Vice 
kK. B. Cary, promoted - 


Mr. Hedstrom and helper drove to Ashland 
the first of the month on cable trouble. 

Mr. Campbell, former night trouble opera- 
tor, has been transferred to day work and is 
now working on the test board. 

Paul Reed resigned as rack boy the last 
of May to take up Chautauqua work with his 
father. 

Mr. Lansing has quite a time keeping track 
of his Ford. He says it don’t stand where he 
leaves it. 

Mr. Martin and Mr. Lamphere had to eall 


off their fishing trip planned for their last- 


week end outing, on account of high water. 

The telephone ball team is sure there when 
it comes to playing base pall. They have the 
goods and can sure deliver then, Mr. Odell 
sure pitched a good game at the M Streer lark 
Sunday, May 23rd, winning from Curtis, 
Towle & Paine 3 to 2, striking out 21 men. 

Miss Matilda Vanacek, trouble operator, re- 
signed the last of May. 


Roy Owens, salesman for the Auto Electric 
Company of Columbus, paid this office n visit 
during the month. 

Miss Vida Wilson, of the Cominereial Sup- 
erintendent’s office, resigned June 15th and 
expects to leave immediately for her home in 
St. Joseph, Mo. She expects to spend part of 
the summer in California. 

RN. KK. Mattison, commercial superintendent, 
underwent an operation at St. Elizabeth's 
hospital on May 30th. We are glad to report 
that he is improving nicely and extend our 
Wishes for a speedy recovery. 
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HASTINGS 


The regular meeting of the “U and I’ Club 
was held at the I. O. O. F. hall Tuesday 
evening, May 18th. In addition to the regular 
program the members of the club enjoyed a 
mock wedding ceremony, and the members of 
the club are still guessing as to who the mem- 
bers of the bridal party were. Two of the 
most enjoyable features of the program were 
short talks by Mr. Hurtz and Mr. Gann, and 
all members of the club join in inviting them 
to drop in at any time and repeat their part 
of the program. After the program a light 
luncheon was served and the balance of the 
evening was spent in dancing. Music was 
furnished by the Empress Orchestra. 

Miss Stasia Aylward, former employe, as- 
sisted in this exchange during the month of 
May. Miss Aylward expressed her pleasure in 
renewing old acquaintances among the opera- 
tors, and we feel that the pleasure was mutual. 

Miss Mildred Dunn paid us a short visit 
while shopping. We were glad to hear that 
her sister’s condition is much better. 

The Misses Evelyn and Gertrude Buscher 
have been transferred to night work. This 
has solved their ‘“‘high cost of living’? problem, 
If they work during the day they must Stay 
in town and pay board and room rent but, if 
they work at night the train service is such 
that they can board and room at their home in 
the country, thereby reducing their daily ex- 
penses to a very small amount. 

Miss Marie Ehler, local supervisor, motored 
to Doniphan with friends to spend Sunday. 
Miss Emma Flessner, former employe, h 
been re-employed. Since her resignation, Miss 

Flessner has been at her home in Glenvil. 

The Misses Haynes and Kissinger returned 
from their vacations on the 10th. They helped 
‘lean house” too. 

Mrs. Stella Kopietz, who has had eight years’ 
experience with the Hamilton County Tele- 
phone Company, has been employed in this 
exchange. 

Miss Zella Paris, “A‘’’ operator, has been 
absent from duty several days on account of 
illress. 

Miss Genevieve Pfleiderer is spending her 
vacation with home folks in Kansas, 

Miss Helen Seeman is visiting at her home 
during her vacation. 

Miss Veda Irwin, 'PBX operator, visited in 
Lincoln a few days. 

Miss Lucile Fleming, student operator, re- 
signed and moved ‘out west” on a ranch with 
her mother. 

Miss Kathryn Hynes, toll supervisor, visited 
relatives in Kenesaw over Sunday. 

Miss Louise Larkin, former line operator, 
has been re-employed. 

Miss Mildred MeDonald, traveling chief op- 
erator, Spent several days in this exchange. 

Miss Pearl Magnes, line operator, spent sev- 
eral days in Lincoln. 

Miss Ruby Burton, who has had about two 
years’ experience at Scotia, Nebraska has been 
employed. 

Mrs. J. B. Thomas, night chief operator, has 
been confined to her bome for several days on 
account of illness. We are glad to hear that 
she is much better. 
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Mrs. “Rob Ghonvore entertained for her 
little son, RA =ft, the event being in honor of 
his 5th birthday. ‘Those present were: Jerald 
Murphy, Edward Beck, James Beck, Allen 
Givens and Bernard Dudgeon. 

The H. T. W. Club met at the home of 
Mrs. R. I. Schonborg, Mrs. Schonborg and Mrs. 
Dudgeon being hostesses. Cards were played. 
(If anyone knows what H. T. W. stands for, 
please advise the editor of “Telephone News”, 
Hastings. The only interpretation we can 
think of is ‘“‘Hastings Tight Wads’’). 

Miss Freda Hoffman motored to Doniphan 
with friends to attend the carnival. She came 
home with two prizes that she won, all by her 
self. 

Miss Mary MeDonald enjoyed a Visit fron: 
her ‘friend’, 

G. E. Funk, secretary of the Hamilton 
County Farmers Telephone Association, was 
a pleasant caller at this exchange. 

The Misses Irene and Marjory Haynes are 
enjoying a visit from their aunt and little 
cousin of Casper, Wyoming. Little Janette, 
who is only a year old. visited our office. 

Miss Sarah Horn, chief operator at York, 
was in this office recently. She did not pay 
us the usual call as it was a flying trip, or at 
least it was until she reached Grand Island 
on her home trip and had to wait about five 
hours for a train. 

Ethel Morrow, of the commercial depart- 
ment, has been ahsent for a few days on ac- 
count of a bad cold. Effects of being brides- 
maid. . 

Margie Riley, chief clerk’s assistant of the 
plant department, resigned May 15th. 

Kdna Thomas has accepted the position as 
time clerk in the plant department. Although 
the work is entirely new to her, she is doing 
fine. She was formerly PBX operator at Stein 
Bros. . 

Wonder where Doc. Ojers got the Derby hat? 
Between he and Con. it is a race, but Doc. 
still insists there is ‘‘nothing in it.”’ 

Florence Laughlin bas aecepted a position 
with the Alfalfa Butter Co. 

By all but breaking speed limits HA. W. 
Wheeler was able to be with the “U and I’s” at 
their last indoor picnic. It is a good thing 
“speed cops’? were fast asleep in bed or H. W. 
would surely have lost out on the ice cream 
and cake. 

Mrs. Clyde Bovles, of Lincoln, gave the 
office a short but sweet visit the first of the 
month. 

The three girls of the commercial depart- 
ment celebrated their birthdays May 15th. 
How old? Sweet sixteen plus. 

G. N. R. Browne, special agent, has accepted 
the position as credit man with Wm. Dutton 
& Company. We wish Mr. Browne success 
in his new work. 

Arl Winders, manager at Milligan, was 
transferred to the plant department at this 
exchange. Frank Mehuron was transferred to 
Milligan as manager. 

Norma Sinclair, of the plant department, 
has been absent the past two weeks on account 
of sickness. 

Wm. Sumner, of Salt Lake City, Utah, has 
been employed as night switchboard man. 
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HAVELGC- Ht 

Miss Ruth Messersmith “‘zjqayé “e Grakbam 
were Omaha visitors last m ¢ , 

Miss Myrna Dereiner speut a few days the 
last of May with friends in York. 

Miss Dorothy Hickok spent Decoration Day 
at Highland, Kans. 

Miss Alma Howell, who has been with the 
company for almost seven years, has given 
up her position as chief operator and will 
enter the Nebraska School of. Business the 
first of June. Miss Vera Hatchett will fill 
the vacancy made by Miss Howell. 

The traffic department has employed Miss 
Edythe Henry as“relief operator. 


HUMBOLDT 

Mr. Hurtz and Mr. Gann made a five minute 
call at this office recently. 

Mr. Parks, of Beatrice, also made a_ brief 
call and brought a nice rain. He expects to 
return soon after his car,.which he was com- 
pelled to leave on account of bad roads. 

Miss Catherine Gillan, chief operator, spent 
several days in Lincoln last month’ attending 
the Grand Chapter of the Order of the East- 
ern Star. While there she also visited friends 
and reports a very enjoyable time 

The new copper toll line from ‘Tecumseh 
to Humboldt is now completed and is being 
used so continuously that Tecumseh felt it 

_TNecessary to say, ‘‘Well, Humboldt, don’t wear 
this lime out right away.” 

Miss Genevieve Fellers has taken up the 
duties of relief operator. 

Miss Lera Zook, operator, spent several days 
in Lincoln recently visiting and shopping. One 
afternoon she visited the Harding, Zook and 
Bahl areoplane factory, of which firm her 
brother is a member. 


Mr. Rustin, So. office Supervisor, wishes to 
announce to his friends of the Tel. Co. that he 
has purchased the Far B. Bungalow at Mil- 
ford, near the Shogo Lithia Springs and is now 
ready to rent it to anyone who enjoys camp- 
ing. 

The cottage consists of four rooms all furn- 
ished including cooking utensils and will ac- 
commodate from 6 to 10 people at a time. 
Groceries and ice are delivered once a day. It 
is an ideal spot for an outing ‘and can be 
rented by the day, week, or longer. The 
spring water is unexcelled. Mr. Rustin guar- 
antees a good time for anyone who goes up 
there and for further particulars call either 


<7 
t 


the S. Tel. office, or his residence 1°3424, 


PLATTSMOUTH 

Miss Anna Egenberger leaves June 7th for 
a two months’ visit with her sister in Crofton, 
Nebraska. 

Miss Edith Wallengren spent three weeks in 
the Nehawka office assisting Mrs. Dans, the 
chief operator, until school was out. Miss 
Edith is gaining quite a reputation as a relief 
operator. 

Miss Carlo Brandt has been emp'oved as 
operator. 

Miss Alyce Johnson, relief operator, is one 
of the sweet girl graduates. All she lacks 
now is the correspondence courss, 

Miss Polly Bojeck spent a part of ecommenece- 
ment week in Weeping Wate: attending the 
cless play and having a genernl good time. 

Miss Mary Hemmond spert May Stth ani 
Sist visiting ber mother in Gleuweod, Towa. 

Miss Floy and Gladys Lyle spent a few hours 
May ¢1st in this oflice while on their way to 
their new home in Elmwood 

Mr. Genn and Mr. Ture: paid this office 
1 short but pleasant call May 29th. 

Mr. Forbes has been employed to handle the 
auto department for the county. This will be 
a big help to the managers and shows that 
the plant department is wide awake. 


BEATRICE 

The’ traffic denartment employed Misses 
Hazel Hadlev Thelma Watson, Argyle Lang- 
dale, Lucy Ellwood and Evelyn Freeman. The 
first three named are but following in the 
footsteps of their sisters. 

Miss Cleo Wolfe evening supervisor, spent a 
week end with friends in Auburn. Guess she 
bad a good time because she is already mak- 
ing plans for her next visit to Auburn. Why 
so interested, Cleo? 

Miss Ruth Stanley has been transferred to 
Elk Creek as temporary chief operator. Her 
sister, Rethal, spent one week with her. Ruth 
can come home any time she wants to. We 
know some one out here in the country who 
misses her smiling face as much as we do. 

Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, traveling chief operator, 
has undergone a very serious operator, that of 
having her goitre removed. To the joy of all 
who know her she is getting along exception- 
ally well. The esteem in which she is held 
in the Southern District is very evident from 
the many beautiful bouquets of flowers she has 
received. 

The traffic department is to have a “June 
Bride.” It seems that operators must marry, 
even assistant chief operators, for Miss Gret- 
chen Brandt is to be wedded to Mr. Donald 
Oden in June... The girls got together and 
give her a linen shower on the evening of the 
27th of May. Even the rain did not keep 
many away. The evening was spent in dancing 
and a special solo by the ‘“‘Groom-to-be’’. 
But for the fact that Gretchen will remain 
in the service, Mr. Oden might be very unpop- 
ular in the traffic department. Since he will 
not claim all of her time we will try to get 
along. 

We missed Josephine Kaltenback, rural op- 
erator, who has been spending her vacation 
in Kansas. 

Mrs. Stella Stanley is the new all night chief 
operator. Her two daughters, Ruth and Rethal, 
are also employed by the traffic department. 
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A SHOWING OF WASTE 


A study of inside moves and charge 
of equipment, made in five of the com- 
pany’s exchanges, shows very clearly 
the waste involved in the old system of 
permitting these to be made upon the 


cent to .96 of 1 per cent. On the York 
exchange the percentage decreased from 
3.91 to 1.07, and on the one at Nebras- 
ka City from 5.79 to 1.60 per cent. 


The same thing was found to be true 
with respect to change of equipment. 
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whim or caprice of the subscribers. They 
furnish all the evidence needed to con- 
vince reasonable-minded persons that 
the present system, inaugurated while 
all of the companies were under govern- 
ment operation, of making a proper 
charge for this service, is fully justified. 

Every subscriber is interested in the 
facts herein set forth for the reason 


‘that the great majority of them do not 


change either the location of their tele- 
phones or the kind of equipment in one 
year or five years. Under the system 
which allowed this to be done without 
making the subscriber who caused the 
expense to bear it, the cost was paid by 
the many who did not incur it. 


The telephone companies have always 
made a distinction in their own minds 


When no charge was made in 1917, the 
Lincoln exchange reported 1 per cent. 
When a charge was made in 1919 it 
dropped to .73 per cent. At Hastings 
the drop was from 1.33 to .22 per cent; 
at Beatrice from 3.71 to .19; at York 
from .47 to .11; at Nebraska City from 
1.58 to .12. ' 
Combining the percentages these 
were: 
in 1917, when it was done without cost 
to the subscriber ordering the change, 
and 2.84, in 1919, when he had to pay, 
or nearly haif. On the Hastings ex- 
change the percentages were 5.51 and 
1.63, or less than a third. On the Beat- 
rice exchange they were 7.72 and 1.15, 
or less than a sixth. On the York ex- 
change they were 4.38 and 1.18, or 


On the Lincoln exchange, 5.01-— 


about a fourth, while on that at Ne- 
braska City they were 7.37 and 1.72, 
-or less than a fourth. 

For the five exchanges the combined 
percentages were 5.5 per cent in 1917 
and 2.2 per cent in 1919, a decrease of 
exactly 60 per cent. Omitting Lincoln, 
where the matter of expense was ap- 
parently not so highly regarded, the per- 
centages show a startling decrease, from» 
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between those whose business necessi- 
ties prompted these inside moves and 
penn changes of equipment and those where 
this was mere whim or desire. The 
data now at hand shows that they were 
right in these conclusions. Compari- 
. sons were made between the years 1917, 
ie r n the compan 
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when they 
were required by the postmaster gen- 


eral, to make specific charges. The five 
largest exchanges were taken, those at 
Lincoln, with its 13,261 instruments in 
-service in 1917, and its 14,281 in serv- 
ice in 1919; Hastings, where the’ cor- 
responding figures are 3,154 and 3,198; 
Beatrice with 2,615 and 2,597; York 
with 1,918 and 1,862, and Nebraska 
City with 1,520 and 1,688. 


Inside moves in 1917, when no charge 
was made, on the Lincoln exchange were 
4.01 per cent of the total instruments 
in service; in 1919, when a charge was 
made, 2.11 per cent. On the Hastings 
exchange the percentage dropped from 
4.18 per cent in 1917 to 1.41 per cent 
in 1919. On the Beatrice exchange the 
drop was still greater, from 4.01 per 


6.2 per cent to 1.4 per cent, or nearly - 
80 per cent. 

If this study were made to include 
all of the exchanges it would show that 
fully 75 per cent of the inside moves 
and change of equipment orders in the 
days when no charge was made served 
no useful purpose whatever and were 
a burden on the general rate-paying 
public, which, in the end, must pay all 
expenses whether necessary or not. 
These figures should be valuable in com- 
batting any attack made upon the pres- 


ent practice of making charges for these 
individual ser vices. 


IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 


“Just look at that rooster,’ remarked the 
duck; “since he’s begun crowing he’s had his 
Statue placed on the top of the barn.” 
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Telephone Team—Lincoln City League 
Top row, left to right: Geo. Hansen, L. F'.; Chas. Meshier, 38rd B.; J. 8S. Jackson, Megr.; 
P. A. Brown, Ist B; J. A. McKinzie, C. I.; A. B. Smith, L. F.; R, C, Boling, 2nd B,: Bottom 
row. left to right: C. W. Weester, C.; H. A. Seamark, S. S.; A. W. O'Dell, P. and Capt,; 


C. Donley, R. F.; C. F. Peachman, C. 


PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS 


To prevent accidents is a matter that 
is of importance to the public and to 
the company, but it is still more import- 
ant to the individual employe. The com- 
pany prescribes rules and regulations, 
from supervisory officials down, but it 
doesn’t expect these rules and regula- 
tions to automatically protect anyone. 
They are laid down primarily for the 
purpose of letting every worker know 
where the danger lies, and it appeals 
to his own sense of safety and well- 
being to take no chances. 

The company furnishes what it be- 
lieves to be safe tools. It does not re- 
quire any employe to work with defec- 
tive material or tools, and it forbids the 
supervisory officials to request or order 
it to be done. It doesn’t want any of 
its men, working in any capacity, to 
take a risk either in its own supposed 
interest or in his own. 

Employes who take chances are not 
desired. If they have not a _ proper 
sense of their duty to themselves, they 
must be taught that they cannot place 
others in jeopardy. The careless man 
must either quit his carelessness or quit 
his job. 


Foremen are required to use their 
best judgment in placing their men, 
placing quick, light men on that part 


of a job where a slow, heavy man puts: 


himself in danger. They are supposed 
to allow only those of light touch and 
quick minds to work with machinery. 
They must instruct their new men 
thoroughly in the safe and right ways 
of doing things and to point out to them 
where danger lies. They are to watch 
and see that he understands his work. 

But foremen alone cannot protect 
workers, no more than can rules and 
regulations. Employes must co-operate 


by use of care and caution and taking - 


no chances. 


“Don’t be so long-winded in your reports 
as you have been in the past,’ said the man- 
ager of the ‘‘Wild West’”’ railway to his ovec- 
seer. ‘‘Just report the condition of the track 
as ye find it, and don’t put in a lot of need- 
less words that ain’t to the point. Write a 
business letter, not a love-letter.”’ 

A few days later the railway line was badly 
flooded, and the overseer wrote his report to 
the manager in one line: 

“Sir—Where the railway was the river is. 
—Yours faithfully, ———————.”’ 
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THE STOCK PROPOSITION 


In these days when large amounts of 
capital are necessary for the operation 
of business enterprises few individuals 
are so liberally endowed with surplus 
money that they-can or desire to furnish 
all of it. Out of this necessity has 
grown the stock company, by means of 
which every person desiring to invest 
in the business proposition can secure 
exactly what proportion of it he or she 
wishes. 


It is the one method open to salaried 
persons and wage-earners to become 
part owners of the company for which 
they work, and insofar as they have 
saved or can save money for this pur- 
pose they become their own employers 
—in short, start in to work for them- 
selves. A share of stock in the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Company bears 
a par value of $100, and the number 
an individual holds represents exactly 
his interest or. “‘share” in the business. 
If there are 10,000 shares and you own 
ten, you actually own a thousandth part 
of the company’s property and draw a 


‘thousandth part of the dividends it 


earns. 

The company is again offering to its 
employes an opportunity to work for 
themselves. Any regular employe who 
was on the payroll on July 1st can pur- 
chase its stock on three years’ time and 
pay for it by authorizing the deduction 
each month from his or her pay check 
of $2.25 for each $100 share bought. 
The number each can purchase is de- 
termined on the basis of wages or salary 
received, one share for each $200 of 
annual pay. This is done that no one 
unwittingly overloads himself or herself, 
and must unnecessarily pinch to make 
the payment. 


The $100 stock that is offered to em- 
ployes is treasury stock, meaning stock 
that has never before been issued, but 
held in the treasury for sale at such 
time as the company desires to increase 
its property investment. It is the exact 
price, no more nor no less, that every 
person, rich or poor, has paid for what 
they now hold. If future dividends are 
at the same rate as have been earned 
for the past eight years, 7 per cent, 
the $2.25 each month, together with a 
bonus the company will add at the end 
of the period, will pay for $100 in 
three years. If at any time within two 
years thereafter the money it represents 
is desired by the employe or his heirs, 
the company will agree to repurchase it 
at the price paid. At any time before 


the stock is fully paid the employe may 
withdraw from his agreement to buy, 
and will get his money back with 4 per 
cent interest. 

No obligation rests on an employe to 
purchase stock, and no one is required 
to do so. Neither will the present stand- 
ing or future prospects of an employe 
be affected by his decision to buy or not 
to buy. The company makes this offer, 
which includes a bonus of $4.45 on 
every $100 share, for the purpose of 


affording a safe investment for its work- 


ers, and in the belief that if he or she 
has a stake in the business it will link 
them to the company for a longer period 
and give an interest to their work that 
will add to its efficiency and enjoyment. 


FRIEND LINEMAN 

There are times of the year when the 
telephone employe whose work confines 
his energies to .a well-heated office and 
subjects him to but the merest incon- 
veniences of rain, snow and high wind, 
entertains no feeling of envy for the 
lineman. Bvw@ there are times when the 
desire to risé up and take his job away 
from him becomes almost irresistible. 

One of these times when Friend Line- 
man might well tremble for his job is 
in the springtime, when the grasses are 
alluring, when the breezes are soft and 
the birds make a phonograph feel like 
taking to the tall timber. That’s the 
time when the lineman, with all of his 
problems, has the best job in the whole 
list. 

What is nicer, in spring, summer or 
fall, then to go bowling through the 
sweet-smelling country, stopping now 
and then to hop a pole and set things 
right, and when time for eats comes to 
sit under the shade of some kindly elm 
or cottonwood and let all outdoors soak 
into you? From the top of a pole one 
can get fine vistas of broad country- 
sides, with fields green or golden, with 
enticingly cool farm houses snuggling 
in little valleys and in the midst of 
miniature forests. 


Under conditions like these—and they 
tell only a part of the story—who 
wouldn’t be a lineman with all his op- 
portunities to get next to dame nature 
—in the summer? Forgotten are icy 
and sleet-covered wires, long walks 
through clinging snow, stinging winds 
and mayhap slush and mud. And at 
that he is entitled to all the joys the 
softer seasons bring to him in his occu- 
pation. 


YOU ARE THE COMPANY 


Whenever you talk to a subscriber or 
a patron ’of any kind, you are the com- 
pany. It is judged precisely by the 
manner in which you meet the person 
who comes to your counter, into whose 
house or place of business you go on a 
repair or installation job, whose call you 
answer, whose bill you collect. 

The crank and the grouch we always 
have with us, but the general public 
is just like you are, disposed to be fair 
and courteous. When they are told 
why this is done or why that can’t be 
done and it is made plain to them why 
this, that or the other rule or practice 
is followed, they will realize that you 
are doing the best that can be done for 
them, that you are not seeking to evade 
some duty or work, and act accord- 
ingly. . 

The one sure way to be able to satisfy 
their demands or complaints is to know 
the whys and the wherefores yourself. 
Familiarize yourself with these and you 
can explain intelligently, and do the 
company a real service. 

Nan—Did you notice how dreadfully that 
piano needed tuning? 

Fan—vrvhy, no, dear. I thought it harmon- 
izzed perfectly with your voice! 


~ 


Chas. Brown 
Acting Switchroom Supervisor, Lincoln 
Exchange 
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EMPLOYES STOCK SUBSCRIPTIONS 


It is very gratifying to note the in- 
terest taken by the employes generally 
in the purchase of stock under ‘the plan 
offered by the company, the amount of 
this series taken to date, July 7th, be- 
ing $39,900. 


The significance of this fact is that 
if the payments are persisted in until 
the stock matures in three years, we 
employes will have made a saving. of 
that amount, which will then give us 
in dividends an annual income of 
$2,793.00 in addition to our pay. It 
also shows our confidence and interest 
in the company and its affairs and in-~ 
dicates our purpose to continue with and 
become a permanent part of this useful, 
growing and prosperous industry. 


BORROWING TROUBLE. 


About the easiest thing in the world 
to borrow is trouble, and it is also the 
hardest thing to return. Some people go 
through life picturing themselves to 
themselves and to all others who will 
listen as the most unfortunate and most 
misunderstood person that ever walked 
the earth. lf you ever find yourself in- 
clined to self-pity, turn your back on the 
temptation and flee. 


Fortune doesn’t single out any one in- 
dividual for a lonely fate, with hard luck 
his or her portion all along the way. For- 
tune isn’t a fickle jade at all. She can be 
won by employing exactly the same tac- 
tics aS you win anything else worth while 
in this world, by hard work and persist- 
ent, intelligent effort. 


Don’t get into the habit of thinking you 
are constantly being misjudged; that 
everybody is always blaming you; that 
your cross is the heaviest ever borne by 
any human being; that disappointment is 
always to be expected by you. Not un- 
less you want to be looked on as a nui- 
sance by your fellow-workers, unless you 
want to see them turning away from you 
with a significant shrug, unless you want 
to make yourself a useless worker. 


The world is too busy to stop and pat 
your back and say how sorry it is that 
you think things are not breaking right 
for you. The world, cruel and harsh as 
the fact may be, doesn’t care anything 
for weaklings, especially those who in- 
sist on posing as weaklings and ask for 
sympathy because of their sad position. 


It is a mental habit largely, this thing 
of self=pitying. Break yourself of it, even 
if heroic measures are needed. The best 
way to change your luck is to buckle 
Jown and make things break your way. 


>. 


Pe 
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Miss Myrtle Swanson 
Assistant Chief Operator at York 


ANOTHER KIND OF EXCHANGE 

Telephone folks have doubtless been 
puzzled over the newspaper stories about 
the drop in exchange in the business 
world—another kind of exchange than 
the one they are most familiar with, and 
it might not be amiss, because of the 
general lack’ of knowledge of this part 
cf the financial system to drop a little 
pearl of information appertaining there- 


to. 

Before the war turned things topsy 
turvy it was the habit of foreign buyers 
in American markets to first provide 
themselves with a deposit in a London 
bank. For their purchases here they 
paid by a draft on this deposit. Eng- 
land was then the great creditor and 
banking nation of the world and the 
pound sterling had a fixed value. The 
seller of goods then could get his money 
only by disposing of his draft in this 
country to men who were buying abroad 
and could use this draft the same as 
money, without necessitating the trans- 
fer across the ocean of any coin, or he 


could use it in some other country to buy 
goods for himself. 


But since the war England has lost her 
financial crown to the United States, and 
foreign merchants must put their money 
on deposit in our banks and dollar ex- 
change will be the rule. The pound sterl- 
ing is no longer worth $4.84, but is down 


to $4.22, because England - is buying so 


much here that her drafts are more 
numerous than there are buyers for them, 
and to get their money holders must sell 
at a discount. This runs up the price 
of goods, because sellers recoup them- 
selves in this way, if they can guess right 
on the value of exchange when they get 
it. k | 


NOT A CITY PROPOSITION 


Old ideas tenaciously held die very 
hard. A small group of men in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, tried their best during the last 
few months to get enough persons in- 
terested in a law that would permit muni- 
cipalities to operate telephone companies, 
but were unable to get enough backers 
to have it put on the ballot. The Col- 
umbus council has voted to indefinitely 
postpone an ordinance submitting to a 
popular vote the question of whether the 
city should issue $300,000 worth of bonds 
to ‘build a plant. | 


The ridiculousness of the proposition 
that $300,000 would build an adequate 
system in a city the size of Columbus is 
an indication of how little the backers 
of the municipal ownership idea know 
about the telephone business. The fact 
is apparent to those who make even the 
most cursory investigation of the tele- 
phone systems of the country, if they 
have started out with an open mind and 
no faddish ideas, that the city is not a 
proper unit of service because the boun- 
daries of the city do not coincide with the 
boundaries of the service and charges, 
business never regarding political sub- 
divisions in its arrangements. 

The Nebraska legislature rejected the 
municipal idea at the last legislative 
session, where it was brought up in the 
form of municipal control of telephone 
companies, and not one of the Nebraska 
counties that have voted, as the law says 
they may, on the question of county 
ownership, has accepted even the county © 
as a unit. 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January | 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 
STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Ist, 1920, and June 30, 1926; also gain and loss since January Ist, 1920. 


Lincoln .......... 
Hastings ...... 
Beatrice _....... 
Wronky 2 
Fairbury ...... 
Nebr. City...... 
Uni. Place 
Auburn ._..... 
Plattsmouth.. 
Wahoo .......... 
David City.... 
Seward _........ 
Tecumseh 
Superior 
Ashland 
Osceola 
Sutton 


Friend .......... 


College View 
Havelock 
Sterling ....... 
W. Water 
Humboldt 
Dorchester... 
Syracuse 
Edgar ........... 
Gresham ...... 
Valparaiso .... 
Milford _...... 
Clay Center.. 
Exeter _....... 
Beaver Cross. 
DeWitt _........ 
Fairmont 
Peru 


Bradshaw .... 
McCool .......... 
Crab Orchard 
Guide Rock.... 
Plymouth ...... 


1002 


960 
928 


-. June 
1/20 30/20 Gain Loss 


14879 15606 


3466 
2674 
1940 
1790 
1789 
1181 
1144 
1052 
979 
968 
944 
869 
846 
821 
661 
660 
660 
655 
645 
598 
5384 
564 
562 
537 
526 
491 
488 
480 
473 
438 
414 
413 
410 
404 
390 
388 
388 
387 
374 
ov1 
371 
370 
369 
360 
347 
341 
340 
335 
332 
329 
319 


~ 318 


301 
294 
289 
283 
281 
279 
273 
266 


727 
188 
90 


Jan. June 
1,20 30,20 Gain Loss 
62 Talmage ...... 253 260 
63 Bouisville .... 246 258 12 ae 
64 Benedict ........ 259 | 253 My 6 
65 Glenvil .......... 239 251 12 
66 Tobias .........- 245 245 SE 
67 Brainard ...... 237 241 4 
68 Mead ............ 233 238 5 
69 Yutan) 22) 2.2. 231 2382 ~=61 
70 Deweese ........ MAS 6 DYN BN y Ns 
71 Steinauer ...... 223 oll he 1 
72 Greenwood .. 214 222 8 bass 
{fay Onete? Se ae 215. 219 Ae tet & 
74 Waverly ...... 220 2)2)l Dees 5 
75 Davey .......... 199 204 5 
76 Tamora ....-... 187 199 12 
77 Raymond ...... 198 199 1 
78 Bellwood ...... 195 199 A eee 
79 Murray ........ ZOOM LOM 3 
80 Panama ........ 189 192 3 fs 
81 Milligan ........ 191 185% pee 6 
82 Steele City...182 184 2 hat Hae 
83 Nehawka ...... 185 182 Las 3 
84 Cordova ........ 179 179 3 bat 
85 Brock ............ 178 178 atx 
86 Saronville .... 170 173 3 
Sif Burr eee ss 171 171 
88 Juniata ........ 163 166 Be 
89 Hampton ...... igAly Wye, 5 
90 Belvidere ........ 40 f 166... 5 
91 Hansen .......... 158 162 4 
92 Garland ........ 151 161 10 
93 Nemaha ........ 141 147 6 
94 Colon ............ 145 145 .... 
95 Grafton ........ 185 144 9 
96 Carleton ........ 141 143 2 
97 Ithaca .......... 139 143 4 
98 Thayer .......... 13% M14 4 
99 Elk Creek .... 185 188 By ee 
100 Prosser ........ 135 1388 3 aE 
101 Denton ........ 135 134 as 1 
102 Octavia ........ 128 182 4 3 
108 Bruno ............ 122 127 5 
104 Malcolm ........ 117 120 3 
105 Garrison ....:. LTG MA LS: ae 3 
106 Dwight ........ 109 TOStyecee 1 
107 Shickley ........ MTU fe Pilla} Aah ala 
108 Douglas ........ 102 106 4. a WER 
109 Pickrell ........ 96 100 4 
110 Filley ........... 97 99 2 
111 Otoe .............. 92 98 6 
112 Lushton ........ 93 94 1 ; 
113 Endicott ........ 83 86 3 es 
114 Pauline ........ 78 74 4 
115 Brownville .... 70 74 4 “¢ 
116 Clatonia ........ 66 68 2 @: 
117 Pleasant Dale 50. 50 
118 Strang .......... 29 29 
Totalseng ar 62486 64625 2222 &3 


Net Gain since January 1st, 1920....2139 
Gain for June, 1920... ............. ... 177 
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DON'T SPEND IT ALL 


Never in the history of man has there 
been a better time for thrift than right 
now. Now thrift doesn’t mean stingi- 
ness, the going without the ordinary 
comforts and necessities of living, it 
means a conserving of your funds. 


In these times there is a decided tend- 
ency toward extravagance. In fact, it 
is quite likely that much of the high 
cost of living is due to the tendency of 
people to pay the high prices, the higher 
the more readily paid, as many dealers 
have shown. 


' Thrift means the refusal to pay high 
prices for goods not worth it. Thrift 
means conservative buying, careful cal- 
culating, the assurance that you get 
your dollar’s worth for each dollar 
spent. And it means the careful caring 


for the dollars remaining—and assur-. 


ance that there will be dollars left. 
Each dollar saved today when dollars 
are coming more easily than ever be- 
fore, will be much more than a dollar 
when normal conditions return. The 
purchasing power of the dollar today is 
low—that is the real test of value, the 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS 


The old copy book maxims are pretty 
good maxims after all. Nowadays, we 
rather incline to turn up our nose at them 
as truisms that have no appeal in these 
days. The fact that they epitomize the 
wisdom of a great many years, however, 
makes them as applicable to present day 
conditions as they ever were. 

First impressions form the basis for 
all future opinions of men and princi- 
ples. In most of the live commercial 
clubs of today a group of unofficial greet- 
ers is on duty each day so that the man 
who drops into the club for the first time 
gets as his first impressions those of 
hospitality and friendliness. 

When somebody drops into your home, 
you smile and extend your hand and you 
feel real bad back in your mind if he 


purchasing power—it is scarcely more 
than half what it was in the pre-war 
days. These conditions are not going 
to keep up. In time the purchasing 
power of the dollar will be back to near- 
ly where it was in 1914. Then the dol- 
lar will buy 30 or 40 or 50 cents worth 
more than it does today. That is, it 
will be forth 30 or 40 or 50 cents more 
than it is worth now while you are 
earning’ it. 

This means that when normal times 
come again the dollars you have saved 
will be worth $1.30 or $1.40 or $1.50 
each.. You will have gained, in addi- 
tion to interest on your investment, just 
that many additional cents per dollar. 

That alone should make it advisable 
for you to save. It should make you 
want to forego the peasure of buying 
some of the fancy things you do not 
need, but merely want, to take advant- 
age of every opportunity to buy at bet- 
ter prices and save the difference. It 
will be mighty fine to realize in a short 
time that the $100, more or less, you 
saved in 1920 is worth in hard, cold 
cash, about $150. 


happens to have caught you with some- 
thing on that is shabby or unbecom- 
{ng or which in some way detracts from 
the excellenee of the first impression 
given. 

Why woudn’t it be a good idea to 
spread this glad greeting to the shop as 
well as to the home, the club, and the 
counting room? When a new man comes 
on, don’t look upon him with the eye 
of suspicion. The chances are a thou- 
sand to one that he isn’t after your job. 
The chances are a thousand to one he is a 
fine fellow who will make a fine friend 
and fine co-worker. Make the newcomer 
in the office, in the gang or the shop feel 
as though you are glad to see him and 
willing to help him become acquainted 
with the things he ought to know. Make 
him feel just what a really glorious 
world this is, anyway. 
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ERRORS IN TELEPHONING 


In spite of the comic artists and the 
newspaper paragraphers, whose _ dis- 
torted sense of humor causes them to 
exaggerate the occasional wrong num- 
ber they get into the customary service 
received, there are fewer errors in the 
service rendered by the telephone com- 
pany than in any other utility. This 
prevails notwithstanding the fact that 
the user of an instrument is an integral 
part of the machinery of getting a con- 
nection, and it is his faulty utterances 
that are responsible for many’ of the 
errors. 


This fact has been judicially deter- 
mined by the Ohio state commission, 
which, in a recent decisiom took occa- 
sion to point out the difficulties en- 
countered in supplying adequate service 
and the relatively small number of 
errors compared with the number of 
calls successfully completed. The case 
was one where a company. was dis- 
connected because of profane utterances 
of its manager when given wrong con- 
nections. <A restoration of service was 
allowed only on the distinct understand- 
ing that a repetition of the offense would 
mean permanent withdrawal of service. 

Commenting on the high character of 
telephone service generally the commis- 
sion said: 


“Tf all users of telephones could stand 
for a little while in a busy exchange 


and see the operators at work, they 


Terminal 
Room 
New 
Fairbury 
Exchange 


would realize what an exacting and 
nerve-racking task they have to perform 
and would become a great deal more 
charitable in their criticisms. In a tele- 
phone company having one thousand 
subscribers, there is a possibility, 
though not a probability, that nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine of them might 
want the same number or the same line 


at the same time, and if it had sixty 


thousand subscribers, fifty-nine thou- 
sand nine hundred and ninety-nine 
might want the same service or line at 
the same time. While that condition is 
not likely to occur, there is always a 
probability that several parties may 
want any given number or line at the 
same time, and each must wait his turn, 
otherwise a telephone service would be 
of no value. There is also a probability 
that out of a large number of lines and 
instruments, some inevitably will be out 
of order. 


“While it is extremely provoking to 


have an incompetent or careless operator, 


at the switchboard, it is far more often 
the rush of business or some temporary 
defect in line or instrument, over which 
the operator has no control, that causes 
slow or inefficient service. The occa- 
sional misconnection in a well-regulated 
office is very small in comparison with 
the thousands of proper connections, 
and one who uses a telephone a hun- 
dred times a day has little cause of 
complaint if there is an occasional lack 
of prompt service.”’ 


— 


GETTING IT DOWN FINE 


Marconi has sprung another wireless 
invention that is calculated to make tele- 
phone men sit up and take notice. The 
device is known as a direction finder, and 
by its use an airman is able to talk direct 
to persons on the ground and from the 
information they give him ascertain ex- 
actly where he is. This is valuable where 
the airmen are lost in the fog or heavy 
winds. 


The remarkable feature claimed for it, 
however, is that the airmen can talk from 
the air by the way of an ordinary tele- 
phone exchange to any number required, 
and vice versa. Marconi claims for it 
also that by using high power it is possi- 
ble for a ship at sea to keep in talking 
distance of any point on land. 


The first public test of the device was 
recently held in a wind approaching a 
hurricane, off the east coast of England. 
The machine was fitted with ordinary 
wireless telephonic apparatus. When he 
desired to know where he was he found 
it possible to get into instant communica- 
tion with land stations, and the replies 
came to him very clearly. The direction 
finder is described as an instrument that 
receives the wireless telephone messages 
and indicates the direction of the sending 
stations. Under normal power it has a 
radius of 200 to 300 miles and is said 
to be unaffected by any weather condi- 
tions. 


Timid-hearted telephone men may begin 
to entertain fears that there will soon be 
no use for linemen, construction gangs 
and central girls, but the big engineers 
say that it will be a long time before 
these inventions can be made of common 
commercial use. Being lineman for a 
wireless telephone company ought to be 
an attractive job for a man who doesn’t 
like hard work. 


WIRES BUSY 
‘‘When did Moses live?” asked the teacher. 
The class was silent, so the teacher said, 


“Open your books and read the page about 
Moses. What does it say there?” 

After a pause a boy replied: “It says Moses, 
4000 B. C.” 

“Then why didn’t you know when Moses 
lived ?’? demanded the teacher. 


“Well sir,’ said the boy, “I thought that 
was his telephone number”. 
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KEEPING ON ONE’S TOES 

It-is difficult for a person to always 
know whether he is doing the best he 
can, without taking an occasional sur- 
vey of himself in which he plays no 
favorites. A Bell executive has a plan 
that is an effective test of whether one 
is keeping on his toes. 


He says that once a month he brings 
himself up before his desk and asks 
himself the question: “What have I 
done to merit continuing to hold my 
job?” If he finds something in his work 
or record to justify his retention, well 
and good; if he does not, he fires him- 
self. 


Then he goes around in front of his 
desk and hires himself. He does this 
with the understanding that next month 
he will do something worth while. 

This man’s been doing that ever 
since he got a foothold in the industry. 
That’s one reason why he holds down a 
big job and draws big pay. 


—_— 


Operator (testing farm lines): ‘Did your 
telephone ring O. K.?” 
Subscriber: ‘Yes, but it needs some new 


springs in it.” 


New Central Office Quarters at Gresham 

Insert Shows “heavy gang” who installed 
central office equipment. They are Cablemen 
Baker and Dillon Manager Adams, Inspector 
Huff and District Inspector Cummings. 
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


AUBURN. 


Mrs. Grace Sorenson, the bookkeepet, 
spent her vacation at Quanah, Texas, visit- 
ing her sister. 

Miss Ruth Codington has been working 
in the commercial department in Mrs. Sor- 
enson’s place. 

Misses Lois Lewellyn and Hope Mathes 
spent a week ‘end in Lincoln this month. 
They visited the telephone office while 
there. 

Miss Minnie MacFarlane, toll operator, 
visited her father in Everst, Kansas, sev- 
eral days. 

Ruth McFarland, chief operator, is 
spending her vacation in Fairbury and 
Sabetha, Kansas. 


BEATRICE 


The following Beatrice Traffic employees 
received paid vacations during June; Mary 
Plebuck,- Supervisor; Cleo Wolfe, Super- 
visor; Gretchen Brandt Oden, Assistant 
Chief Operator; Emma Fox and Margaret 
Schmitt, line operators; Darleene Sheldon, 
Information Operator; and Mary Swartz, 
Rural Operator. 

Miss Gladys Kuhn has been employed 
and Ruby Zehrung and Laura McNabb 
have been re-employed. 

Mrs. Brandt, traveling chief operator, 
returned to work three weeks ago, feel- 
ing very fit and anxious to get “into the 
harness” again. 

Monday evening, June 14th, was the 
night that the traffic girls, aided and 
abetted by Mrs. Parks, Mrs. Sharp, Mrs. 
Brandt and Miss Ruth Brandt, planned to 
charivari Mr. and Mrs. Oden—and their 
Plans were successful. The relentless 
crew arrived at the victims’ apartment ar 
about 9 p. m. while said victims were visit- 
ing the groom’s brother. The father of 
the groom and the mother of the bride, 
two people who by all the laws of nature 
should have contrived to protect their off- 
spring, conspired together and falsely 
lured the luckless couple to their home. 

When the poor trembling pair arrived, 
all was quiet, the bride’s mother (who had 
wept a heart rending message to her 
daughter over the telephone) sat in front . 
of the most conspicuous window, weep- 
ing copiously. All was not quiet long. 
Mr. and Mrs. Oden hadn’t any more than 
stepped over the threshold of their new 
home, when bedlam broke loose. All the 
demons of noise that can be imagined were 
suddenly freed. It was terrible. It was 
awful in its volume—and the variety of 
its sounds—and its length. It seemed as 
if it would go on forever. The bride and 
groom waved their arms and gnashed their 
teeth; but seemingly nothing could stop 
these operators. They craved noise—and 
noise they made. But finally that seem- 
ingly endless torture was stopped by one 

word from Mrs. Sharp, the chief operator. 
Then every one talked and congratulated 
at once and after a short breathing spell 
the poor stricken groom, engulfed in an 
avalanche of girls (pity him, men), found 
voice to suggest a trip to Candyland, in 
order to appease these operators who are 
perfectly wild when on a charivari. 

They accepted his invitation unan- 
imously and immediately transformed 
themselves from noise producing demons 
to well behaved young ladies and pro- 
ceded to Candyland. After the cooling re- 


freshments had had their quieting effect, 
the crowd had to escort the bride and 
groom home. They were then invited in 
to inspect the apartment and play the vic- 
trola. 


Anyhow we're awfully glad we were 
charivaried so nicely and completely be- 
cause we had a wonderfully good time and 
learned that it’s lots of fun to be chariva- 
ried. 

Our advice—Never miss a 
especially if its your own. 

Laura McNabb? Would Laura 
Osdol sound better? I wonder! 


Mary Langley, A operator, has just re; 
turned to work after two weeks’ sickness. 
Hazel Hadley is very accommodating, 
She even volunteered to fall out the win- 
dow to create an exciting item for The News. 


The Beatrice office is being treated to a 
housecleaning and the “worst is yet to 
come’’—inside paint. 


Miss Ruth Stanley, day recorder, has re- 
turned from Elk Creek where she has been 
acting as chief operator for the past 
month. 


Conundrum—How can little Ruth Ma- 
hala Gardner have two iarge ‘Bills’ and 
still not be in debt? 

Answer—‘Brother Bill’ and—‘Billie.”’ 


charivari— 


Van 


i 
\ 


— a 


“USE YOUR HEAD” 
That’s what the woodpecker does. 


if 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, JUNE 30, 1920 


Av’g. Same 
Number Per 


Phones 
Gentral District:..:. oe. 198S7 
Southern District.......022..... 19550 
Northern District... 13450 
Western District.......00000.. 18670 
Mo tal Seer eee ete 66566 
Central District 
EYES NACE, (ae ee 5 Fe bd SE 378 
Cerestol Je..2- eK eee: 273 
College View..........-..-.22.....-- 526 
D AVC Vike sow ee Pe ee 204 
TDYYaY aya” Spree. Cae pa Ne ae ee 134 
Greenwood 2... ow... eee ee eee 22? 
EVaveloCk sei-cts.c...de ec. cleciwceedsse 491 
THRCOlNG ges oe ee ee 15606 
IMU COLTS paes aceectes cece cee ctcatgeree 120 
Rana aes eee 192 
Raymond ........ Ra Pha) 199 
RU VION eso ae tata ee . 199 
University Place................. 1181 
Wiav CL ly ieee eee ee 21d 
Districte..............2-.0.4...... 19887 

Southern District 
PNA lz} OE RO 347 
PN Ea Ge eee ee eee $21 
ATL DUD Hen eee eee 1144 
Beatricey ee ee eS 2tlT 
BLOCK ie reer ereee ee rene 183 
Brownville  -...2....2...-.-.-2-.-.-008 74 
1Sy\bode Geet ie ae ee a ee eee 171 
Glatonias een 29 
(Ota yey bes eg te eee ee 335 
Crab Orchard....................... 294 
DYED Uh) Bee ee ee 
IDYnyueed KAS) | ee es a 2 199 
IDPH Ay oY: b eke pas ety See eee 347 
Willicy Creek res a ethew- ck 138 
hema eyoul op AA Bee 369 
Endicott ‘2. ena: ip tes sn 86 
Fae DUE Weerestit = esserent-cceesepet oa 790 
Will eypg eles tee LE 125 
12hebeeve hn he eee Cees oe 508 
POLIS O Meee te ate a-s-s cee 295 
THOUS Vd LLC ireceesaee tates tebe cee ae 284 
Whihodaay cede enh Se es 197 
Nebraska City.....................- 1792 
IN Ey Seb ee Ae 211 
IN (10003 0 ec oe eRe ee 147 
(Oye) ee en ee oS 

Tey yb OS ee es ee ‘ 

Fed Gr Cll ling eee ae eee ee RP d. 121 
PEACH SpeeCO LIAO oh So Re 1002 
Plymouth | -.2-%--.-:-. 42.2 283 
Sete, (hiny SB eee eee te 184 
Shiesuee bye 2 ey SS 222 
Sp cvlb aed wh teh SL ee SE Oe 488 
SYQPACuse  .....--e psec eee ees 585 
MV AVIMA GC 5.222. .-1--20cezesee-enneeraes 260 
Tecumseh  ..-.......----+:e--seee ones 869 
TNofoptstigt Of Pees ee Gee 245 
Weeping Water ............----. 505 
AY ADOC eUm ren eee eo ee ee 562 
WW YMOLE | ooeeceese. eset sede eeseee cee 584 
JOHN Sy ei key EES 193550 


Mo.last 


Northern District 


Number 
Phone 

Beaver Crossing ............... SOT 
Bellwood 232s. aes lou 
Benedict ....... 2c ed TS NE sat 253 
Bradshaw ee 318 
Brainard eee 241 
Bruno ee eee 127 
Gedar Bluffs 22.2022 n 332 
Colon yb Nee eae Roe eee 145 
Gord 0 Va" ees PO+ 
DavidsCityie sae 96S 
Dwizht) 222s Be ee ee 108 
Garland yese SS Sree es 189 
Garrison 22 ee ee 113 
Gresham) 22. eee 410 
Ibs henheyreyi eee ee 174 
thacas Senn ya We eee 143 
Tush tone sere 94 
McCool e522 a 301 
Mead... 283 ti ae ee 238 
Milford’ § 23 ves ee 522 
Octavia 2.0 eB 132 
Ostéolay phic ee Se oe ves 679 
Polka tee ae ae ae D3 
Se Ward Be. ses Batre cee 1032 
Shelby ........ fa ee i AY ee Se 360 
SULOMS DUG Es pen eee eee 698 
RAIN OT Aye ei ee 199 
PDR WY CL edie cece. eran ones 141 
UEGLCE | ar a eae 341 
Walp artis Omer eee 404 
Waco at nee aS eee 319 
Wahooe ey i a eae es 979 
WOrk’, Se Ee ea 194 
Yuta n VjA se ee eee 232 

District 22s 13459 


Western District 


Belvidere ...........c...ceeeeeee eee eeeee 164 
Bruning, 62.3 See 279 
Carleton”. 2. eee e168 
Clay Center. ....1..2-.0....02.. 388 
Deweese 2.24.2 ALS 222 
Dorchester  .....002.2...22...2 eee eee 438 
Da Pare eee 447 
Axeter,) 1S. 2S AES: 418 
airfield (2. eee 399 
Mainm On tips eee 371 
Briend.t 228 220 Uae See 655 
Geneva’ bal. SA eee S27 
Glenvil qh.20.0 2 ee ee ae 251 
Grafton ........... a Oe A, 202 
auidet Rocks Bete et 289 
Hansen) *222. 48 ali ae 164 
Harvard ¥.2- e eee 645 
Hastings) 2A eae 8466 
Frebron...as ee ee 564 
Juniata” |: Joe Se eae Oe 166 
ITA sara ee cees aera eee eee iss 
Ong es Fs) 3 ee 248 
Pauline: Se eee Ae 74 


Prossenute. dn a ee P3883 


Red GloudMe.t Se ae 269 
SALON Valle weet eee ae 173 
Shickleys \2e- eae we 384 
Strange.Si) oa Eee ese 73 
SULDELION. | eee. tee pe ee eee 940 
SUtto Ny theese ee 660 

DUStrit tice ee 13670 


Av’g. 
Per 


$0.52 


Me ae 
eo) 
= 


1} 


Same 
Mo.l]ast 
Qr. 


fai jad 
~t 
~ 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT JUNE, 1920 


Good 
% G % % Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out ' In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT : 
28 Lineoln................. Miss A. Scouller.......... 18.2 16.0 19.0 18.0 26,774 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
6 Ashland. Sh Ae) Mrs. C. Hood........20........ 6.0 19.0 18.0 8.0 1,995 
22 David City........... Miss A. Sievers.............. 11.0 7.0 17.0 12.0 1,798 
4 Dorchester........... Miss A. Simpson........... 4.9 1 ee 5.2 655d 
5 Friend. mah “Bey. 2 Miss L. Johnson............... 7.0 3.7 7.2, 6.6 1,096 
11 Louisville............. ‘Miss M. Twiss............... {igse AED IPA 9.1 962 
18 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick............. 9.0° 18.0 28.0. 10.0 2,258 
10 Seward.................. Miss N. Gumbel........... 7.6 2.0 7.0 7.00 2,538 
13 Wahoo..............-.--. Miss L. Gould................ 8.0 p.0 7.0 8.0 2,054 
26 W. Water............. Miss M. Moulton........... 14.2 aie PABLO ale yal 961 
Total or Average.......2...2200cc2cecceseeeeeeeeee-- 8.4 9.0 10.9 8.7 14,817 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E, Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
8A Edgar.................... Mrs. M. Beal.....002000200.... 7.0 10.8 9.6 8.2 744 
1 Exeter saat ES Mrs. R. Alley.............22.... LT by Th Po Se AE ae 3.7 1,045 
8B Fairmont.............. Miss E. Prescott........... 7.0 49 14.0 9.2 918 
15 Geneva................-- Miss B. Ladner .............. 8.3 7.2 5.3 7.2). -2,178 
16 Harvard... Miss BE. Hein................... B16 ea” 15.0 118 719 
25 Hastings... Miss H. Richeson......... 13.0 146 22.0 14.0 9,659 
21 Hebron... Miss M. McKenzie...... 10.7 13.0 16.7 13.6 1,243 
17 Osceola... Miss K. Gunm.................. 8.9 93 13.7 113 776 
27 Red Cloud... Miss B. Havel............... 15.0 140 18.0 16.7 920 
23 Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts............:.. 12.0 15.0 10.0 10.9 791 
17A Superior............... Miss M. Attwater........... 8.9 9.7 16.4 10.9 2,740 
a Suttgn ne MRE ENED Miss V. Grosshans....... 4.6 3.5 5.4 44 207 
On s£ iV Miss S. Horn................... 12.8 5.2 13.7 12.4 3,081 
Total or Average. .........j..ccccccccectecceseeeeeees 9.3 8.2 12.2 10.8 25,521 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
14 ZAUDULNVE seas ss Mrs. R. McFarland........ 8.2 5.1 §=10.0 8.0 2.455 
20 Beatrice................ Mrs. B. Sharp............. 10.6 9.0 15.4 11.7 6.165 
19 DeWatti eae Miss E. Stegeman........... 9.1 240 10.0 8.1 "692 
29 Fairbury............... Mrs. M. Dove................... 29.0 11.0 15.0 130 9 686 
12 Humboldt.............Miss C. Gillan... CO NN RO. NA 
5 Nebraska City....Miss L. Bader... 5.5 12.7 115 7.5 3.085 
11A  Syvracuse............... Mrs. E. Gately.............. Sin WolbeN ISISh Su IGiONmeN aA 
9 Tecumseh............. Miss E. Smith .......... 72 8.0 15.4 115 1.064 
g WARS NO bY Miss E. Korbel............... 65 110 104 32 ‘977 
VIN OVew eee Miss R. MeNelly........... 4.8 5.0 6.6 D4 1,231 
Total or Average. (2.20000. e 
gotal or Average for May. eee 99 107 i 7a AME 
Gaienieay erage LOTK Un elev. ewe a ae ae 72 109 18.7 112 86.346 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Blanche and Merle Hadley are much ae- 
voted sisters and their tastes are so much 
alike that a good many people think they 
eA rere eine Nee t it odd that they both never been known to refuse to work a 

Mrs. Brandt, traveling chief operator of Eras perky chiA Gece always will 
the Southern District, wishes, through The tte Receestee ae to Suit her pleasures and 
News to thank the company for kind- : 7 Seite gO (eR I 
ness and generosity shown her during her coupe Many Re taahehe 
recent illness. No other company could 
be better to its employes and few would 


do so much for an employe who is ill. 


Miss Cleo Wolfe, supervisor 
extraordinarily fond of Satie NST a 


~ 


oe — 


> 
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took her vacation and spent two and one- 
half weeks at her parents’ home in Paw- 
nee City. While there she maintained her 
record by housecleaning for her mother, 
assisting her sister in canning fruit and 


“sewing. This is a record that we think is 


hard to beat. 

Fire completely destroyed the farm 
home of J. H. Horney, two miles north- 
east of Tobias, about 9:30 o’clock last 
Thursday evening. 

The fire started from a defective flue 
and when discovered had gained such a 
headway that all hope of saving the build- 
ing was abandoned. 


That none of the furniture and clothing - 


were burned is due largely to the cool- 
ness of Harold Horney and the good head- 
work of Max Oglesby, night operator at 
the local telephone exchange. Oglesby, 
who had just come on duty, knew that a 
crowd of men would be found at the band 
practice in the Liberty Theatre a half 
block away and upon being informed. of 
the fire rushed to the theatre, and gave 
the alarm. 

In a few minutes assistance arrived and 
the men working almost in the blaze itself 
succeeded in saving every article of furni- 
ture and clothing in the house. 

Almost as the last man left the build- 
ing the roof fell in with a crash and by 
10 o’clock a mass of glowing embers was 
all that was left to mark the. spot where 
the house had stood. 


CRAB ORCHARD 
Our manager, J. D. Sheik, has just re- 
turned with his family after a three weeks’ 


‘visit with relatives in Oklahoma. The 


trip was made ina car (or rather a Ford), 
but all report having a good time just the 
same. M. L. Pittenger looked after the 
exchange during his absence, but he was 
not sure it was Jim that came back be- 
cause he was so tanned he thought his 
wife had brought back an “Indian” as Milt 
says “all women are so fickle.” 

Miss Clara Schmitt, chief operator, spent 
a few days in Lincoln last month. 

The Misses Margaret and Katharine 
Schmitt of Beatrice visited their sister 
Clara a few days last month. 

Miss Gretta Lennant is enjoying a two 
weeks’ vacation during this hot weather. 


HASTINGS 

Victims of their fellow-workers Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Mason were given a “bump the 
bump” trip about the city aboard a trailer 
attached to a truck. A big wash tub was 
attached to the trailer. This was for noise 
and it was entirely successful. Horn and 
all manner of noise making contraptions 
raised so dreadful a din that the peaceful 
citizens rushed to their doors and win- 
dows, and it was proclaimed that Jack 
Mason and Miss Winona Winter had been 
happily married and that the entire tele- 
phone force were out to celebrate the joy. 
After the trip the entire company as- 
sembled at the residence of W. C. Cooper, 
commercial manager, and made amends 
for their ‘treat ’em rough” tactics by pre- 
senting them with an electric grill and 


many other useful presents. Mr. Mason is ° 


telegraph operator at the plant and Mrs. 
Mason was chief clerk to the district fore- 
man. They were married June 12, 1920. 

Miss Kathryn Quinn and Miss Etta 
Schmitt have been employed as billing 
clerks at the Hastings office, taking the 
place of Miss Florence Laughlin and Miss 
Florence Kieffe. 


W. C. Cooper and family left July 4th, 
to spend their summer vacation at Hor- 
ky’s park, Crete. H. W. Wheeler and 
family are also camping there and all are 
anticipating a very enjoyable vacation. 

Miss Lillian Brandt has been employed 
at. the Hastings office, taking the place of 
Miss Hoff, who has resigned. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. F. McCulla left June 
18th ,to attend the Shriners convention at 
Portland, Ore. They are also visiting 
other points of interest in the west. 

Miss Bernice Bacon, “A” operator, has 
been transferred to the Hotel Clarke as 
P. B. X. operator. 

Miss Evelyn Bascher, night operator, re- 
signed on account of her health. 

Miss Fred Hoffman, toll supervisor, 
visited in Blair while on. her vacation. 
Miss Hoffman doesn’t think “visit’’ would 
apply as she was busy helping her sister 
move all the time she was there. 

The Misses Lillian and Helen Seeman en- 
joyed their vacation visiting home folks. 

Miss Olysions Krontwiek was absent 
several days on account of illness. 

Miss Grace Brown resigned the 8rd, on 
account of poor health. 

Miss Zella Paris, ‘A’ operator, resigned 
to accept a position at the state hospital. 

Mrs. J. W. Long, Hotel Clarke P. B. X. 
operator, resigned and moved to Arapahoe. 
Mrs. Long rendered good services as a P. 
B. X. operator. 

Miss Eulah Sears, ‘“‘A’”’ operator, was ab- 
sent about two weeks on account of ill- 
ness. 

Miss Sarah Horn, C. O. at York, was a 
very welcome caller in the Hastings ex- 
change. She also attended the conference 
regarding the new toll instructions. 

Miss Kathryn Hines, line operator, went 
down on the river and picked some beau- 
tiful foliage. It was poison ivy. She is 
back at work now after a_ several days’ 


absence. 

Miss Veda Irwin, P. B. X. operator, 
motored to Minden with friends. 

The Misses Anna and Lillian Kasel have 
been employed as operators. Miss Anna 
Kasel has a service record of about four 
years with the telephone company at Du- 
buque, Iowa. E 

Miss Oma Lanfear, information operator, 
resigned the 30th, to help at home. Miss 
Lanfear has a service record of nine 
months, during which time -she rendered 
valuable aid. 


Guy Porter 
Troublem'an at Mead 


‘ 
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Miss Mildred MeDonald, traveling C. O., 
spent several days in this exchange. 

Miss Frances Peterson, former “A” op- 
erator, has been re-employed. 

The Misses Waechter, Ralsten, Picker- 
ing and Hitch were employed during the 
month. 

Miss Genevieve Pfleiderer, line operator, 
is no more. Mrs. Manning realizes now 
that it would be impossible with the num- 
ber of telephone employes there are in 
Hastings, to accompany your husband to 
be to the marriage license clerk’s office 
and then right up to the judge’s office, in 
broad daylight, without somebody getting 
wise. Congratulations, Genevieve! 


HOWE 

At the time of the recent bank robbery 
at Howe, near Auburn, the Howe operator 
came in for much commendation for her 
good service in discovering the robbery 
while it was being done. 

Our operators at Auburn also won much 
praise for their courtesy and their speed 
in handling toll calls for the county of- 
ficials. County Judge Hawxby and County 
Attorney Armstrong especially commended 
the girls for their good service. 

Banker Cox of Howe visited the Auburn 
exchange to get the name of the operators 
who so ably assisted in catching the rob- 
bers. Mr. Cox remarked that he had never 
before seen such perfect co-operation be- 
tween two exchanges. The company is to 
be congratulated upon having such ef- 
ficient help at Auburn and Howe. 


W. C. Cooper 
District Commercial Manager, Western Dis- 
trict. “Coop” says he is better looking than 
most district men and insisted on having his 
picture appear in The News. 


HUMBOLDT 

Miss Mary James, operator at Humboldt, 
spent a very delightful vacation, visiting 
her sister at Hyannis, Nebr. 

H. J. Gallager and Harry Johnson of 
Beatrice, are at Humboldt taking an in- 
ventory of the plant. Ne 

The Humboldt exchange was _ visited 
during the month by the following of- 
ficials from Beatrice: Mrs. Brandt, Messrs. 
Carey, Walker and Dobbs. . 


LINCOLN ' 

W. J. Brazell, division plant superin- 
tendent of the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany, made the general offices a pleasant 
call this month. ' 

W. E. Bell, district commercial manager, 
has been away from his office on account 
of an operation and sickness. He is re- 
covering as well as can be expected and 
comes to the office each day. We all wish 
him the best of health in the future. 


Kenneth Hobbs, automobile inspector, 


is certainly wearing the smiles, as he was 
presented with an 8 lb. baby boy last 
week. / } 

I’. S. Holmes, special agent, Lincoln ex- 
change, is taking a well earned vacation 
this month. We have not heard of Shorty’s 
plans for spending his vacation but we 
feel sure that it will be well spent. 

D. G. Bell, assistant commercial man- 
ager, spent several days of his annual va- 
cation camping at Crete. He brings back 
many stories of the good time had while 
there. ; 

Miss Lillian Erickson, chief clerk, con- 
tract department, Lincoln commercial of- 
fice, was compelled to spend several’ days 
at home suffering from a severe cold. Miss 


Brickson says that colds are no fun this 


time of the year. 

Fred A. Walker, contract department, 
Lincoln exchange, suffered several days 
with blood poisoning in his left hand. Al- 
though Mr. Walker managed to stay on 
the job during this time, he says that next 
time he believes that an injury of this 
kind will be a sufficient excuse for a 30 
days vacation. 

F, J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln Commercial 
office, has returned to his work in the 
ecashier’s office after an absence of several 
weeks spent working in the auditing de- 
partment. 

Miss Vera Blockwitz, who has been help- 
ing out in the evenings in the operating 
room, has been transferred to the audi- 
tor’s office. 

Miss Dorothy Burns, ‘“B” operator, who 
has been sick for several weeks, is ex- 
pected back in a short time. 

Mrs. Lulu Hooker is relieving Mrs, 
Westbrook, all night operator in the ‘B” 
room while she is taking a vacation. 

Miss Selma Hansen and Miss Mackuson 
spent the week end at Miss Hansen's 
home at Beaver Crossing, 

The day toll operators had a delightful 
picnic at Capital Beach a week ago Wed- 
nesday. All report a fine time. 

The following are on their vacations: 
Misses Rock and Machuson, toll super- 
visors, and Misses Lamphear, Wolf and 
Hazel Conners, line operators. 

The following operators have returned 
from vacations; Misses Hoppock, Mat- 
thews, Lewis and Hac. 

Miss Mona Moran, line operator. was a 
victim of an-automobile accident a few 
days ago. She was taken to a hospital 
and had her wounds taken care of. She 
expects to be back at work in a few days. 
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Mrs. Lillian Nauise, relief toll super- 
visor, is leaving to make her home in 
Hastings. 

Mrs. Brandt, traveling chief operator 
for the southern district, spent a day in 
the Lincoln office last week. 

Miss Margaret Hall, employed in the 
auditor’s office, left June 24, for a vacation 
at her home in Davey. 

Vera Blockwitz has been employed in 
the auditing department. 

Imma Harmon, of the auditing depart- 
ment, has just returned-from a two weeks’ 
vacation, spent in Minneapolis, Minn., 
visiting her brother. 

C. E. Burton has been employed as 
traveling auditor. ; 

Miss Odessa Morris, bookkeeper, fre- 
signed June 30, 1920, to go to her home 
in Wheatland, Wyoming. 

The mother of Alma Jacobs, bookkeeper 
in the auditing department, died June 17, 
1920. We extend our deepest sympathy. 

Mr. Lemon, auditor, has just returned 
from his vacation spent with the Shriners 
at Portland. 

Mr. Marcotte, of the auditing depart- 
ment, was married June 19. Congratula- 
tions. 

T. S. Risser, who injured his hand re- 
cently while helping a party out with a 
“stuck” automobile, reports that his hand 
is healing nicely and is almost as good as 
new. 

The following named employes have 
been transferred: A. F. Hanapel to the en- 
gineering department, L. Saunders from 
the switch room to outside trouble, H. 
Palmquist from south office to.main of- 
fice switch room, Francis Reeder from 
general shop to south office switch room, 
and A. H. Pates from Lincoln to Omaha. 

The following employes have been added 
to the service department: Herbert Knud- 
son as apprentice switchman at south of- 
fice, C. T. Davis as lineman in installation 
department, Lester Whetherly as switch- 
board man in manual department, C. F. 
Curran and G. L. Walters as apprentice 
switchman, main office. and Ruth Baker as 
trouble. operator. 

Geo.. Keith, switchman at South Office, 


has returned from a vacation spent at 
Des Moines, Ia., visiting with parents. His 
father is in the carpet business there, and 
George was put right to work helping 
“Dad” so he hasn’t the usual fish story to 
tell this time. 

Steven Buzzell, night switchman at 
South Ottice, is away on a vacation, taking 
a sudden notion to visit “someone” in 
Michigan. The boys at South think “Dad” 
is contemplating the fatal plunge again. 

Mary Hartman, trouble operator at 
Main Office, died June 28, after a short 
illness. 

The automatic ring recently installed in 
the B-40 board at main office was discon- 
tinued temporarily while waiting for the 
equipment needed to change the entire 
system to this type of ringing. 

Our cable men are not with us long 
enough lately to know they work here, ex- 
cept “payday.” Gass and Kuse have been 
spending quite a bit of time at Platts- 
mouth on cable trouble, Beltzer and Re- 
nick at Beaver Crossing, Hedstrom and 
Rife at Ashland and Fairbury, and Brady 
and Clark at Seward and Brainard. 


NEBRASKA CITY 
H. B. Smith, formerly with Morton- 
Gregson Packing Co., has entered the em- 


ploy of the Telephone Company as com- 
bination man. 

Jas. Flynn, switchboard man at Nebras- 
ka City exchange, has left the employ of 
the company. 

Russell -Thrapp of the Beatrice exchange 
is the new switchboard man at Nebraska 
City; some job, Russell. , 

The work on the new exchange building 
at Nebraska -City is progressing very 
nicely, the foundation is up to the first 
floor; here’s hoping that we may winter in 
the new quarters. 

Mrs. Sybl Brandt, traveling chief opera- 
tor, was a very pleasant visitor at Ne- 
braska City. 

W. H. Turner, manager, spent the 5th 
of July in Syracuse with the Nebraska 
City band of which he is a member. 

Miss Alice Michon has been employed 
in the commercial department at Nebraska 
City as billing clerk. : 

Miss Matilda Johnson, billing clerk at 
Nebraska City, has gone to Omaha to ac- 
cept a position with the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Company in the same capacity. 

Misses Norma Barrett, Sylvia Dillman, 
Irene Plattner, Helen Baumgarten, Ruby 
Markham, Bonnie Secord have recently 
been employed in the traffic department at 
Nebraska City. 

Miss Jocie Thompson, of Nebraska City 
graduated from the traffic correspondence 
school and received her. diploma, of which 
she is very proud. 

Miss Lewis, of Plattsmouth, was a wel- 
come visitor at the Nebraska City ex- 
change. 

Miss Helen Thorpe, a student at Ne- 
braska City, left the employ of the com- 
pany June 22. 

Miss Lillian Bader, chief operator at Ne- 
braska City, enjoyed a two weeks’  vaca- 
tion during the first two weeks of June, 
visiting in Chicago, Il. 

Miss Violet Abernathy, supervisor at Ne- 
braska City, has been enjoying a two 
weeks’ vacation visiting at Lincoln. 

Misses Ramona Holmes and Blizabeth 
Marquis of Nebraska City, enjoyed a two 
weeks’ vacation the latter part of June 
visiting, the Syracuse and Plattsmouth of- 
ces. 

The Misses Dillman and Abernathy held 
a most enjoyable picnic at Riverside park. 
Miss Mabel Loomis, a former employe of 
the company, now of Lnecoln, was an out 
of town guest. 

The agent for the Designer presented 
the girls with a year’s Subscription for 
good service rendered. ; 

pa a a RT a a 
PLATTSMOUTH 

Miss Hdyth Wallengren entertained the 
young ladies employed at the telephone of- 
fice and a few friends at her pleasant 
home on Wintersteen hill and the happy 
event was attended by some fourteen of 
the friends. The evening was spent in 
games and dancing and it was in the wee 
small hours that the members of the party 
departed for their homes all feeling that 
the occasion had been a most pleasant 
one for all of them. Mfss Wallengren 
proved a most charming hostess and all 
of the members of the party were en- 
thusiastic over the pleasant oceasion af- 
forded them. The members of -the party 


- were treated to most delicious refresh- 


ment at a suitable hour, which proved a 
delightful feature of the event. 

Miss Clara Munn, assistant chief opera- 
tor, has been enjoying a ten day vacation 
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visiting friends at Louisville, and having 
a general good time with home folks. 

Bertha Lewis, night operator, leaves 
July 7 for a two months’ trip in Co-orado. 

Thelma Wallick has been employed as 
operator to fill the vacancy made by Miss 
Egenberger. Thelma’s mother can keep 
an eye on her now sure, and know how 
many hops she attends, it’s her failing. 

Miss Sophia Swivers visited the Ash- 
land office June 20, and also took in the 
state fisheries with a picnic party. 

Miss Myrtle Foster has been employed 
as night operator to take the place of 
Miss Lewis. Miss Foster is an old opera- 
tor and we are very glad to have her with 
us again. ; 

Miss Georgia Matoush of the commercial 
department spent two weeks in June visit- 
ing her sister in Havelock. 

Miss Lillie Foster spent two weeks’ va- 


cation visiting home folks at Seward. 


PLYMOUTH 


The office of the Plymouth exchange has 
been treated to a new coat of paper and 
paint. Why not pay us a visit now? 

Mr. Bennett of Lincoln was in Plymouth 
recently laying out plans for the new 
town plant. We think he will put us back 
on the map once more. 

Dorothea Ruppel, a toll operator of Lin- 


coln, visited us Sunday. Miss Ruppel was 


formerly a day operator at the Plymouth 
exchange. 


SUPERIOR 


Mrs. Rhoades, a former employe, to- 
gether with her young son, Lloyd Melvin, 


paid this office a pleasant call recently. 


She now lives in Fremont. 

Miss Bessie Attwater has been absent 
from duty on account of sickness. We 
hope to see her back with us again very 
soon, 

Miss Tribby spent her vacation with 
home folks at Guide Rock, Nebr. Sun- 
burnt? No, just the flush of youth. 

. Miss Dixon of Red Cloud has been em- 
ployed for a short time as operator. 

Mrs. McKinney’s sister from Fairbury 
spent a few weeks visiting her mother and 
friends and also paid this office a short 
eall. Mrs. McLauren was formerly em- 
ployed as an operator several years ago. 

By the time this goes to press or be- 
fore, a _ telegraph loop will be working 
over the Superior-Lincoln phantom, so all 
you plant men along this route, please be 
very careful and not molest these num- 
erous side circuits. 


Superior Employes Enjoy Picnic at Nelson . 


- 


SYRACUSE 


Miss Lillian Neibuhr has the distinction 
of being the first Syracuse operator to 
take a ride in an aeroplane. She says the 
sensation is great and would be glad to 
go again. wens 

Miss Elizabeth Marquis and Romania 
Holmes, operators from Nebraska City, 
made this office a short visit. Come again, 
girls, when you can stay longer. 

Miss Birdie Bray has been employed as 
day operator. 


Miss Lillian Niebuhr was in Omaha a 


few weeks ago. She says she likes Omaha 
all right but would rather live in Syra- 
cuse where people are a little more 
friendly. 

iss Neva Nutzman, of Otoe, visited the 
Syracuse office during the month of June. 


YORK 


C. Boyles has completed the laying of 

the underground conduit at York, and we 
are now awaiting the cable. 
_ Mr. Gallager, Western Electric foreman, 
is making good progress with the new 
switchboard equipment at York with his 
crew of 15 men. At this rate it won’t be 
long before the long looked for cutover 
will be at hand. 

Chas. Thoman, combination..man at 
York, spent his vacation with home folks 
at Blue Springs. 

Fred Adkins, city foreman, spent his va- 
cation at Harvard and other points in Ne- 
braska. Fred says his flivver works fine 
and the roads can-not be beat. 

kK. Wellman, farm line man, is spending 
his vacation on the farm. Ernie says he 
just can’t get away from the farmer. 

Paul Baley, switchboard man, is out at 
Boulder, Colo., on his vavation, Chas. Tho- 
man taking his place in the office. 


Tom Keefe is back on the job. Tom 


says it sure seems good to be back with 
the bunch. That is what they all say, they 
just can’t stay away long. 

John Brehm and Floyd McCaig have 
joined the wire chief’s bunch at York. 
SH ECNE seems to be plenty to do, we wonder 
why 


Myron French has just returned frome 


his vacation. Myron reports a fine time. 
Geo. Adams drove to Denver and other 
points in Colorado. George says there js 
nothing like it, but at that was glad to 
get back on the job. 
Orin Sturtevant, test man, York, drove 
to Milford Sunday to inspect the camp be- 


longing to Mr. Rustin, and reports it to be 


in fine shape and some fine place to Zo. 
He can hardly wait his turn, as he claims 
to have the place spotted where the big 
fish lay. We will wait and see, Sturdy. 

Miss Price, wire chief’s clerk, visited 
friends in Grand Island Saturday and 
Sunday. 


Miss Bertha Workentine has returned | 


from her vacation. She spent a few days 
visiting friends at Friend. 

Manager Young undertook to keep 
house while his wife had a few days’ yaca- 
tion. Somehow he didn’t make as good a 
housekeeper as he does manager of the 
York office, for he couldn’t remember 
which to put in the ice box, sugar or 
butter. 

_ Miss Mary Cooper is enjoying a vaca- 
tion. We think she will spend a few days 
in Gresham. Wonder why? 

Miss Virginia Schlick, billing clerk, en- 
joyed ‘an outing at Horky’s park, Crete. 


RB. E. MATT 
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THE PUBLIC FIRST 


The test of our usefulness as a Telephone Company is 
giving the Public good service. For that the Public pays. 
Everything is subordinate to that. It is the first duty of 
every employe to see that the Public with which he comes 
in contact is treated in a way that will make friends for 
the men and women who are giving that service. No one 
is perfect. Sometimes the Public seems unreasonable, but 
this is usually because it does not understand the workings 
of the telephone system. The Public is 99 per cent fair 
and will co-operate with the Company if it finds that every 
effort is being put forth to make the service the best pos- 
sible. We owe it to ourselves to remember in every trans- 


action and in every contact with our subscribers that 


THE PUBLIC IS FIRST 
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SEND IT IN 


If you have a bit of news, 
Send it in; 

Or a joke that will amuse, 
Send it in; 

A story that is true, 

An incident that’s new, 

We want to hear from you - - 
Send: it in. 

Never mind about the style, 

If the news is worth the while, 

It may help or cause a smile, 


SENT IT IN? 
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AS BETWEEN PULL AND PUSH 


A good many workers in the ranks 
have the idea that a pull is the most ef- 
fective way by which a man can get 
along in the world. Every time the sub- 
ject is discussed in a group of men some 
one is sure to declare that all that a 
man needs to get to the top is the influ- 
ence of somebody in authority, a super- 
intendent, a foreman, a_ stockholder, 
somebody with a pull. 

The next time you hear this remarked 
in your presence tell the sage who uttered 
it to forget it and get wise. It’s the 
man with the push, not the man with 
the pull who climbs up to the top. In- 
fluence, a pull, sometimes gets a man a 
place on a payroll, but as a matter of 
cold practical fact he would fare better 
without it. 

Not long ago, when the _ president 
wanted a man. to bring about results 
in the aircraft department he reached 
over into the offices of the great Amalga- 
mated Copper company and drafted John 
D. Ryan, who, at twenty-five was a sales- 
man for a lubricating oil company, and 
at thirty-five head of the Amalgamated. 
A reporter asked Mr. Ryan to teil him 


something about his achievements for 


the inspiration of younger men. Here 
is what Mr. Ryan said: 

“Influence is the worst handicap any 
young man can have. It tends to make 
him feel he need not exert himself to 
his full capacity, and has a bad effect 
apon him. When other workmen learn 
that one of their number has a pull with 
somebody higher up they look at him 
askance, and the effect upon these other 
men is bad. Then the foreman, or 
whoever is over him, will either show him 
undue favors and push him into a posi- 
tion for which he is not fitted, or, if the 
boss is of a different stamp, will hesi- 
tate to promote him when he deserves it 
because the boss knows the others will 
think it is a case of favoritism. The 
effect, therefore, is bad upon the whole 
organization.” 
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THE PAY ENVELOPE 

Admittedly the pay envelope is the 
important thing in every man’s life, 
from the big fellows and the big sal- 
aries down. People must eat and they 
must have clothing and they must be 
in a position where the goo: things of 
life are more or less modesily in sight. 
On its size depends the amount of ma- 
terial necessities available, and its size 
depends on the way he looks at it. 

If a person’s idea of it is that it is 
just so much money its size is not likely 
to increase, but if he views it from the 
angle that it is payment for services 
rendered and that the more valuable 
and intelligent those services are the 
larger it will be he will have made the 
first great step towards ineveasing that 
size. 

The probate judge at Minneapolis, 
after a service of twenty-five years, said 
the other day that 85 per cent of the 
men who die leave’ no estate, that a 
third of those with estates do not leave 
enough to maintain the family on the 
same seale of living, while 75 per cent 
do not leave enough to provide even 
comforts for their dependents. 

This fact has an intimate relation 
with your pay envelope. If it is two or 
three times now what it was five or ten 
years nego, it is actually no larger than 
the amount you can save. If this is 
nothing, it is not a whit larger. Tne 
amount of money a man saves is the 
profit he gets from his work. How 
profitable to you is your job? . 


THE SETTING SONS 

Irate Father ‘‘Why didn’t you come when 
I called you?’’ 

The Kid: ‘‘Why I was settin’ a hen out 
in the chicken house.” 

“Why didn’t Tom come?” 

“Fe’s out in the garden settin’ tomato 
plants.”’ 

“Well, where is Jim?’ 

‘Ffe’s in the woodshed settin’ the saw.” 

‘Where in thunder is Joe?” 

“Oh, he’s out on the porch settin’ still.’ 
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ECONOMY 

Economy is a virtue as essential to our 
future welfare as Honesty. Economy 
should be as much a part of our method 
of working, as much a part of ourselves, 
as Honesty. It is a thing to which our 
employer is entitled when we are hand- 
ling his property. 

The wasteful man, or woman is just 
as guilty of taking something useful 
from his or her employer as the Dis- 
honest man or woman who deliberately 
rteals. 

There are laws compelling us to be 
honest, or suffer the lawful consequen- 
ces. There are no laws compelling us to 
be economical, except those we make our- 
selves or those our employer makes, but, 
unfortunately cannot always enforce. 
Hence, economy is a virtue which not all 
of us possess. 

To the employer waste and dishonesty 
have the same result. He suffers a finan- 
cial loss in either case. 

In cultivating the virtue of economy 
nothing is too small to be considered. In 
fact it is usually the small things in 
which we do not economize. 

Think it over. Determine for yourself 
whether you are a waster in the prodigal 
use of the seemingly small and inexpen- 
sive supplies you handle every day. Is 
it paper of some kind, pens or pencils, 
rubber bands, twine or cord, paper fas- 
teners or clips, or is it some of the more 
costly things? 


Foreman Al. Leleltier 
and gang working out of 
Fairbury. 

Al. Leleltier 

B. Bishop 

C. Lutz 

J. Cosey 

J. Shellenberg 

G. Patton 

KF. Enterkin 


Somewhere in your methods there is 
waste. Find out where and stop the leak. 


AN ENLARGED CAPACITY 


The way to gain knowledge is to use 
your brains. Most minds grow in 
strength, just like most muscles, with 
exercise. If you desire to enlarge your 
capacity for thinking,. which means get- 
ting a better grip on your present job 
and getting yourself ready for a bigger 
one, use the mind you possess on the 
problems that are presented to you. 

Very few big men gain their position 
because of the accidental possession of a 
big brain. They are not the creatures 


of ideas that came to them as they 


played or loafed or looked at the movies. 
They early learned the value of using the 
brains they possessed and thus developed 
a better mind. They learned how to con- 
centrate on the task in hand, and out of 
this concentration were evolved the ideas 
that put them ahead of their fellows. 


The trained mind, that is the one edu- 
cated in the schools, has an advantage 
over the untrained mind, not because of 
the greater number of facts it has stored 
but because the training was all directed 
towards teaching how to use the brain. 
Its advantage consists, therefore, only 
in that thinking is easier for it. Yet this 
hurdle is easily leaped by the untrained 
mind if its possessor will teach it or- 
derly processes and concentration. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 3 


THE CAN’T DO ITS 

Long business experience justifies the 
statement that the real obstacle to ad- 
vancement and improvement is the I- 
can’t-do-it and the what’s-the-use-of- 
trying spirit prevalent in the ranks of 
workers. It is true that talent is a gift 
of the gods, but the proportion of really 
talented men is so small as to be neg- 
ligible. ; 

The high places are not monopolized 
by men of talent. The greater ma- 
jority of the men who draw the big pay 
checks are men of average ability to 
start with who have developed unusual 
ability merely by hard work and intel- 
ligent application. It is a fact widely 
known of scientific men that practically 
every individual has dormant powers, 
and that if these can be stirred there 
is nothing in reason that cannot be ac- 
complished. The great thing is to get 
busy on the stirring. 

The gap between possibility and ac- 
complishment can be bridged by con- 
tinual effort and constant striving. The 
first thing necessary is physical ef- 
ficiency. One cannot do really good 
work unless he is healthy and keeps in 
good health. The next thing is to use 
your brains on your tasks. Keep ever- 
lastingly at it, and there is no ladder 
that cannot be climbed. 

The Lord hasn’t doomed you to 
mediocrity. If you stay in the ranks it 
is because you haven’t tried hard 
enough and long enough to develop 
your latent powers. 


REPORTING BY WIRELESS 


One of the latest interesting deveiop- 
ments of the wireless telephone is its 
use in news-gathering. A trial was re- 
cently had in England, where tke Lon- 
don Daily Mail has installed a wireiess 
receiving set in its editorial offices. A 
reporter at Chelmsford in Mssex county 
telephoned a news story by wireless, 
which was taken down in shorthand by 
two other reporters in the London news- 
paper’s office. 

The other newspapers are installing 
wireless apparatus, and propose to fol- 
low suit. The reports of tne trial indi- 
cate, however, that the use of the wire- 
less for gathering news wili tend to put 
an end to exclusive stories, that is news 


matter which but one newspaper eeeutes 
and prints. A newspaper office at Liver- 
pool listened in, and heard distinctly. 
Amateurs all over the kingdom from 
towns as far away as 250 miles were 
also able to distinguish every word. 


WHAT IS DEPRECIATION? 

Several days during the past month 
have been spent by officers of the com- 
pany debating with the state railway 
commission over the interesting ques- 
tion of what is depreciation, and how 
should it be handled in the books of the 
company. Other telephone corporations 
took part in the hearing. 

The sharpest difference of opinion 
‘arose over whether, when a replace- 
ment in kind is made—that is, when a 
switchboard, for instance, is replaced 
by another switchboard—how shall the 
excess cost that exists at present be 
taken care of. Manifestly the public 
must pay for this property in the end, 
whether it costs twice as much as the 
property replaced, or three times as 
much. a. 

The company is faced at the present 
time with the replacement of a large 
part of the automatic equipment that 
has been in service in the Lincoln of- 
fice for the last fourteen to sixteen 
years. This cost $500,000 when put in. 
To replace it in kind now will cost $1,- 
000,000. All these years the ci:nimis- 
sion has allowed the company to set 
aside approximately 6 per cent of the 
$500,000 which, at interest, produces 
as a depreciation or replacement 
fund, now a half million dollars. If 
costs had. not doubled this would be 
sufficient. But costs have doubled, and 
it leaves a gap of half a million that 
must come from some source. 

Under the rule of the commission this 
would be produced from rates, which, 
of course, must be made higher. Under 
the plan the company urges this should 
come from new eapital, to be retired 
when the next replacement, which, it 
is reasonable to suppose, will be at much 
less cost than now. This would not re- 
quire the present subscriber to pay for 
equipment worn out by past subscribes. 

The question is a very interesting and 
intricate one, the determination of 
which is of vital importance to the 
company. 
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DEATH OF COLONEL C. J. BILLS 

Colonel C. J. Bills, for many years 
treasurer of the Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph company, died July 11th of 
heart failure while sitting in a chair 
at his home in Lincoln. He had been 
ailing for some time, but had partially 
recovered. He was one of the _ best 
known figures in the financial world in 
the state. 

Originally a lawyer, he became in- 
terested in investment banking, and de- 
voted the larger part of his active years 
to this branch of finance, making an 
enviable record as a man of affairs. His 
title of Colonel was earned by military 
training, and was not the gift of kindly- 
disposed friends. He took,an intense 
interest in the national guard of the 
state, holding various offices from the 
humblest to that of brigadier general. 
He saw service in the Spanish-American 
war. 

Colonel Bills became interested in the 
telephone business about the time that 
the first effective automatic apparatus 
was placed upon the market. He was 
one of the moving figures in the or- 
ganization of the parent company of 
the L. T. & T. Co., and with his brother 
placed the automatic service in Lincoln 
and Sioux City. 

Colonel Bills was a man of unusual 
affability of manner, and had a very 
wide circle of very warm friends.: Finan- 
cially interested in the company from 
its beginning, he had served faithfully 
as its treasurer and a member of the 
board of directors for the period of its 
corporate existence. 

A HEROINE CLOSE TO HOME 

Many stories have been told in the 
telephone magazines of how courageous 
and resourceful operators have saved 
towns and banks and factories, but 
these have been mostly located in far- 
away towns. But here we have a hero- 
ine close at home. She is Mrs. Millie 
Lothrop, operator for the Bell at 
Homer, Neb. 

Mrs. Lothrop had two opportunities 
to distinguish herself, because Homer 
had two floods right in a row. The 
Omaha creek runs through the town. 
On May 11th last the creek overflowed 
its banks and covered the main street 


of the town two feet deep in water. 
Despite the pleas of the mayor and a 
delegation of citizens she stayed at her 
post, sending warning calls down the 
valley, asking for help, organizing 
searching parties to hunt for missing 
children, and she came out unscathed. 

Twenty days later, on May 3lst, a 
cloudburst up the valley changed the 
creek into a raging torrent. Mrs. Loth- 
rop again sent out her warnings, and 
profiting by their previous experiences 
the people were able to save their live 
stock and belongings. 

‘Omaha creek is overflowing; I don’t 
know how bad this flood will be’’ was 
the message Mrs. Lothrop sent to home 
after home. At 2 o’clock in the morn- 
ing the roar of the flood could be heard 
above the town. Resisting the im- 
portunities of those who counselled her 
to run with them to the hills, she re- 
mained at her post, sending out calls 
for help to surrounding towns. She 
stayed there until all was done that 
could be done. She was standing in the 
water working her board when rescuers 
came and took her to safety in a large 
galvanized tub drawn by horses. 


THE UNEXPECTED HAPPENS 

Nobody ever thought it ever would 
happen, but it did. The Nebraska state 
railway commission has found it neces- 
sary to bring suit in court to compel a 
telephone company to increase its rates. 
The company is the Platte County cor- 
poration, of which C. J. Garlow is head. 
Recently Mr. Garlow succeeded in. get- 
ting a part of the increases he wanted, 
but he has declined to put them into 
effect. 

The reason is that the order also con- 
tained requirements to be followed in 
the matter of company practices and 
rules. Believing that these were not 
compatible with sound business princi- 
ples, Mr. Garlow refused to follow them 
or to increase the rates as permitted. 
He maintains that the commission has 
no power to make rules that contra- 
vene business principles. The commis- 
sion brings the suit on the theory that 
it is as much ofa violation of law to 
refuse to charge increased rates ordered 
as it is to charge higher rates than 
authorized. ‘ 
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Miss Jessie Michener, Cashier at the York 
Exchange, former chief operator at Superior 
and York. 

A FOOLISH POLICY 

The Farmers’ Home of Shelton was 
given permission recently ‘by the state 
railway commission to increase its rates. 
This action was taken by the commis- 
sion after a thorough study of the com- 
pany, and in its opinion it set out the 
reasons why the service demanded in- 
creased rates. 

The announcement of the increase 
was received by the patrons, most of 
them farmers, with protests, and the 
other day a petition signed by several 


hundred patrons was presented to the | 


manager with an ultimatum that the 
signers would pay no more than a dol- 
lar a month for their service, and if the 
company did not like that it could take 
out the phones. 

A dollar a month is all these farmers 
have ever paid, and in the face of the 
fact that they are getting $2.40 for 
wheat they formerly were glad to sell 
at 90 cents and $1.50 for corn that was 
sold for as low as ten cents in years past 
in Nebraska, raised on land that had 
doubled and trebled in value—in spite 


of this and the knowledge the farmers 
possessed that everything had greatly 
increased in value, they were not will- 
ing to pay a cent more for telephone 
service. . 

Such a position is not only unfair 
and essentially dishonest, but it is a 
foolish policy for a community to pur- 
sue. The public has a big stake in the 
public service companies. If they do 


not get enough to pay dividends they 
‘cannot get new capital to give the added 
service every growing community de- 


mands and should have. If they do 
not get sufficient money to maintain 
their physical plants and lay enough 
aside to pay for replacement of parts 


as they wear out, they cannot give ade- 


quate service, and if this condition is 

long continued it means it must quit. 
The public cannot afford to starve 

the utilities any more than it can starve 


any of the people who make up a com- 


munity. When they refuse to pay ade- 
quate rates this is exactly what they 
are doing. 


WHY NOT BOOST? 
The service that we give \ 
Is the very best that is; 
And it is no wonder, 
For look who runs the biz. 


From the G. M. to the Messenger, 
We are all wide awake, 

And no one,can get by 
Who proves himself a fake, 


Our operators are the brightest 
That we can procure, 

We should have less troubles, 
But—Cupid’s charms allure. 


Our organization is hard to beat, 
Our Department heads are wise, 
They are always on the alert, 
For some good enterprise. 


Our Troublemen are “cracker-jacks”’ 
The best that can be, 

Their prowess and ability 
Is a pleasure for one to see. 


Our Wire Chiefs are wizards, 
(Really, they are uncanny,) 
They know things—but how 
Is a question that puzzles many. 


Our collectors deserve great credit, 
For ‘tis a hard proposition, 

To keep smiling and be pleasant, 
With such fierce opposition. 


Now the above may seem to many, 
As too much of self-praise, 
But why not boost in stead of knock, 
And to this standard raise? 
—An Employe. 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchanye, Janu 
}. 


~Ist, 1920, and July 31, 1920; also gain and loss sinec January Ist, 192( 
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Jan. July 

1°20 31,720 
Eincolny a2: 14879 15614 
Hastings «....... 3278 3478 
Beatrice ........ 2584 2684 
PY ATES Oe er eon 1890 1942 
Wairoury 27.2" 1689 1796 
Nebr. City...... 1747 1790 
Uni. Place...... 1102 1181 
Auburn .......... 1128 11387 
Plattsmouth.. 1002 1060 
Weano0 2-42 960 981 
David City...... 928 972 
Seward’ .......... 925 941 
Tecumseh ...... 849 889 
Superior ........ 8380 850 
Ashland ........ 801 819 
Osceola .......... 648 663 
SULLOM i. ct: 643 661 
Stromsburg 653 = 661 
Friend 22250 682 649 
Harvard ........ 623 649 
Geneva .......... 577 598 
Wymyore........ 571 590 
Wilber ............ 550 562 
Hebron .......... 562 557 
College View.. 483 531 
Ratios 22 3525 518 5380 
Havelock ...... 436 490 
Sterling ........ 478 490 
W. Water........ 468 479 
Humboldt ...... 455 478 
Dorchester .... 426 481 
Fidg@ar® ...21)...... 415 418 
syracuse ........ 409 414 
Gresham ........ 378 408 
Valpariaso 411 407 
Wreteries ) occ. 372 391 
Milford .......... 384 390 
Clay Center.... 391 389 
Beaver Cros’g 384 3884 
Dewitt .....4 370 374 
Fairmont ...... 855 «6.374 
Fairfield ........ S08 §387TL 
Perit i Sasa! 355 367 
Emwood ......... 363 3865 
Mel DY .-5..e.2% 350 362 
Dunbar* ......2. 354 Sy 
Bennett °........:. 329 343 
Wiles i231 .2 39: 825 340 
Cooks a.c4. 4+ 304 337 
Cedar Bluffs.. 330 332 
Adams.....:...... ark: 328 
Bradshaw ...... 309 318 
Wiad! 25) eatyl 302 317 
McCool .......... 289 300 
Crab Orchard 298 297 
Guide Rock.... 287 289 
Johnson .......... 268 288 
Plymouth ...... 273) $281 
Bruning. ........ 278 280 
Ceresco .........., 265 273 
Red Cloud ...... 245 269 


Gain Loss 


18 


Rei ww 
© MO, OVUwc 


Jan. July 


ney 


1,720 31,20 Gain Loss 
O2 Talmage. 2... 2538 261 § 
68 Louisville ...... 246 258 #£«=x12 es 
54 Benedict ........ 259: 252 mv 7 
65 Glenvil .......... 239 250 di 
"GO 4 VODIAS, 22.c4 ce 245 246 1 
67 Brainard ........ Zot “2a 4 
Ga Mead: e.5l.6., 233 236 3 
bo -Vutan £.>....: 231 233 2 ae: 
70 Deweese ........ Boe 2° 225 1 
71 Steinauer ...... Paes 228 Se: 
72 Greenwood .... 214 220 Gr 
{sed G5 1h: eee oan ane meee 215-219 4 . 
74 Waverly ........ || 7 ey ee 3 
75 Davey ............ 199 202 3 
76 Bellwood ........ 195 =201 G 
77 Raymond ...... 198 200 2? 
78 Tamora .......... 187 199 i i re 
19 Murray ......... 200 197 3 
80, Panama ........ 189 191 Z 
81 Steele City.... 182 186 r oer 
82 Milligan ........ 191 185 6 
88 Nehawka ...... 185 181 ye 4 
o4 (Brock \ 22.0... 178 181 3 om 
85 Cordova ........ 179 LT 2 
86 Saronville ...... 170 75 3) 
Si burr eee. 171 PT 
88 Jumiata........ 163 165 2 ne 
89 Belvidere ...... 175 165 10 
90 Hampton ...... Mile = 164 7 
Jisvtlansen .22:- 6s. 158 162 4 
92 Garland ....... 151 160 9 
93 Nemaha ....... 141 147 6 
94°Golon.’ ©... 145 145 
95 Grafton ......... 135 144 g 
96) Bruno: 2.2) 422 144 22 
97 Carleton ........ 141 148 2 
OSsithacar ao. A. 139 143 4 
99 Thayer .......... 187 143 6 
100 Elk Creek...... 135 137 2 
101 Prosser ......... 135 oT 2 
102 Denton ......... 13: 136 1 
103 Octavia _........ 128 133 5 
104 Maleolm ........ 77) 120 3 oh! 
105 Garrison ....... 116. 18 5 
106 Shickley ........ LL? 109 8 
107 Dwight .......... 109 108 1 
108 Douglas ........ 102 106 4 
109 Hey: 2k st oes 97 103 6 
110 Pickrell _........ 96 100 4 
PEL Ofoe <j feats 2 92 99 7 
112 Lushton ........ 93 93 ae 
118 Endicott ........ 83 86 3 
114 Brownville .... 70 76 6 ze 
115 Pauline .......... 78 74 4 
116 Clatonia ........ 66 67 al ae 
117 Pleasant Dale 50 48 o 42 
118° Strange. 2:.:...-0: 29 29 
Totals) 2" 62486 64699 2289 76 
Net gain since January 1st, 1920... 2213 
Gain) for July#1920... 74 
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DIVIDING THE DOLLAR 


1 Salaries and Wages - - - $.525 S Miscellaneous - e Z : O1 
2 Dividends ‘ a 165 0 Lease of Telephone Pls int & In- 

3 Material SN ly Gay Male Strunlents o os aoe 
10 Insurance - - - : OUD 
4 Taxes- - 7 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘36 11 Uneollectible Recounts - - - 005 
» Interest on Bonded Indebtedness - 035 12 Carried to Surplus Reserve - as OOS 
G Transportation - - - ~ - 02 —— 
7 Directories - - - - ~ - 01 51.00 


The average person, doubtless including employes, thinks that the larger 
part of the revenues of a telephone company, in some mysterious way, go into the 
pockets of the holders of the stock. For these it may be interesting to see 
just how each dollar of telephone revenue is divided. 

The company recently made a study of its revenues for the year 1919. 
This discloses that 52.5 cents, or more than half of each dollar received in revenues, 
was paid.out in wages, salaries or in accident and disability payments, death bene- 
fits, pensions, etc. 

The next largest chunk taken out of the dollar for expenses was for ma- 
terial, 15 cents. Taxes took 6 cents, interest 3.5 cents, transportation 2 cents. 
directories 1 cent, miscellaneous items 1 cent, lease of telephone plant and in- 
struments 1 cent, insurance half a cent. 

All of these items total 82.5 cents. Up to this time the stockholders have not 
received anything. Half a cent is charged off for uncollectible revenue, money 
that patrons owe but which cannot be collected for one reason or another, and 
half a cent is carried to surplus reserve. The remainder, 16.5 cents, is paid out 
to the stockholders in the form of dividends, or a little over 6 per cent of the 
dollar. 

It will be seen that wages are more than three times as great in amount 
as total dividends and that almost as much is paid out for materials as the stock- 
holders receive out of the dollar of revenue. The 16.5 cents out of each dollar 
paid as dividends should not be confused and read as a dividend return of 16% 
cents on the dollar invested. It is only that part of each dollar of revenue re- 
ceived that goes to make up the fund out of which the 7 per cent dividends of 
the company are paid, and this percentage is on the dollars invested in the plant. 


ownership of any part of the facilities 
of the service were permitted, the com- 
pany wouid to that extent lose control 
over the instrumentalities of service; 
that no part of the equipment on the 
subscriber’s premises can be treated as 
an isolated unit, and that as the connec- 
tion of any foreign instrument was cal- 
culated to increase the cost of main- 
tenance and interfere with the service, 
the company’s request for removal was 
reasonable and must be complied with 
or service could properly be denied. 


A NOVEL SITUATION 

The New York Telephone company 
has secured an order from the state 
commission requiring one of its sub- 
seribers to remove from the instrument 
it furnished certain devices it had in- 
stalled. The subscriber had removed 
the receiver hook and receiver, and at- 
tached an extension bracket at the end 
of which was attached a receiver similar 
to the watchease design. 


The commission said that if private 


THE AUTOMATIC ABROAD 

It is announced from England, where 
the government owns and operates the 
telephone system that the postinaster 
general has decided upon tie installa- 
tion of automatic telephone cxchanges 
in London just as soon as possible. He 
thinks it will be several years before an 
automatic system cau be completed 
since existing exchanges would have to 
be replaced gradually. The public, when 
it owns a utility, is loth to throw away 
any good apparatus that has been made 
obsolete by new discoveries. 

President Frank H. Wouds of the Lin- 
coin Telephone & Telexzraph colnpany, 
who is interested with Theodore Gary, 
Mr. Adams and other leaders in the in- 
dependent telephone world, in the sale 


of automatic apparatus in England,. 


has been abroad for several months, 
partly on business connected with the 
wider use of the automatic system in 
Europe. 


A. G. Taedter, Wire Chief and Pauline Hes- 
ler, Asst. Chief Operator at Stromsburg, get- 
ting ready to start on a joy ride to the Platte 
River. 
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AN IMPROVED PERSONNEL 


The almost universal testimony -of 
employers the country over is that the 
workers are settling down again in the 
harness after the emotional spree 
brought about, first by the war and 
then the reaction from the tenseness 
and excitement that attended upon it. 
An improved personnel means increased 
production, and that holds out the only 
hope for workers that the wage scale 
of war times can be reasonably well 


‘maintained. 


The disturbances to industry and 
trade have not it is only fair to say, 
been due to the workers, only going off 
on tangents, spending extravagantly, not 
giving an honest day’s work for an 
honest day’s pay, being restless and dis- 
contented and being unable to settle 
down to the old routine. It has af- 
fected every class and every rank alike. 
It was a sort of emotional blowoff or 
folly that everybody was guilty of, and 
from which all have been waked up by 
the fact that a big breakdown was ahead 
if it were not ended. 

The profiteers, the men who have 
taken advantage of the scarcity of goods 
and the willingness and ability of others 
to buy, are not a bit different, morally, 
from the man who sluffed on his job 
and drew a big day’s pay for a poor 
day’s output. The profiteer has found 
that there is a limit to the ability of the 
people to go on paying and the dis- 
honest worker has discovered that there 
is a limit to the ability of industry to 
pay wages where a full return in labor 
was not given. 

Thus we have business slackening 
and prices readjusting themselves to a 
lower level, and we also have an in- 
creasing number of idle men seeking 
work. The telephone industry being 
limited by regulation in its earnings 
has never been in a position to profiteer 
if its owners desired to do so, and being 
also limited in its capacity, for the same 
reason, to pay the extraordinary wages, 
has suffered less from the what’s-the- 
use type of employe, but it is gratifying 
to know that these few who have never 
felt the impulse of service that is so 
marked a characteristic of the telephone 
worker who is interested in the work 
have either been dropped or changed 
their viewpoint. The result has been 
an improvement in the personnel and 
Service that points to a speedy return 
to the old 100 per cent spirit. 


Sub: “What’s the matter, central? I've 
rung you thirty times.” 
Opr: “My ring is one.” 
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TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
The fourth in a series of articles correlated to the Course in Practical Telephony. 
By A. A. Stoker 


FIGURE 1.’ FIGURE 38. 
= 


The Principle of the Transformer 


An electric current is produced by induction whenever a conductor is cut 
by magnetic lines of force, no matter how this cutting is brought about. In the 
transformer it is accomplished by varying the field of an electromagnet and the 
phenomena is called electromagnetic induction. Shy 

A simple transformer or induction coil consists of two principal parts called 
circuits. These circuits are insulated from each other and are constructed in the 
form of coils. The one which furnishes the magnetic field is called the primary 
and the other, which becomes the source of the induced current, is called the 
secondary. 

Figure 1 shows the diagram of a simple transformer and if apparatus was 
to be assembled in a similar manner definite results could be obtained. As is 
shown in the diagram let two conductors be placed in a parallel position, one to 
represent the primary circuit and the other the secondary circuit. Now if the 
terminals of the secondary circuit CD be connected to a sensitive galvanometer 
and the terminals AB of the primary circuit be connected in series with a bat- 
tery and control switch, a small current can be set up in the conductor Cl} when- 
ever the switch is periodically opened and closed. This current is produced by 
electromagnetic induction. At the instant the switch is closed the magnetic lines 
of force (indicated in the diagram by whirls) springing from the primary AB, cut 
the secondary CD, and an inverse momentary current flows thru the secondary, 
for the period of time necessary to establish the magnetic field around the sec- 
ondary. When the switch is opened the magnetic lines of the primary will col- 
lapse upon it and again cut the secondary, but in the opposite direction and pro- 
ducing an impulse of direct current. Thus with each make and break in the pri- 
mary circuit one cycle of alternating current is produced in the secondary. . 

The induced secondary current is always alternating in character and each 
fiows in the opposite direction from that in the primary. As it increases im 
strength it sets up a flux opposite to that already in the core, which reacts in a 
magnetic way on the primary in such manner as to permit more current to flow 
through the primary. For this reason the transformer becomes more or less self- 
regulating, because a rise in the secondary current causes an increase in the pri- 
mary current and vice versa. In order to produce a, current in the secondary 
winding the primary winding must be transversed by either a pulsating, or varied 
or interrupted direct current, or an alternating current. 

The foregoing marks the fundamental principle upon which the construction 
of all transformers is based. In actual practice the magnetic field is concentrated 
and intensified by the addition of an iron core. In the open core type, commonly 
called induction coils, the iron core furnishes only a part of the magnetic circuit, 
while in the closed core type, or commercial transformers, the magnetie circuit 1s 
completed entirely through the iron core. The difference in the two methods is 
shown in Figures 2 and 3. 

The nature of the iron core has much to do with the efficient operation of a 
transformer and hence its construction must be varied in accordance with condi- 
tions present in the circuit in which it is to be operated. 

The voltage of the secondary current depends largely upon the ratio of 
the primary and secondary turns and increases or decreases accordingly as the 
number of turns in the secondary are greater or less than in the primary. 
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The open core type is subject to losses in transformation which renders it 
less efficient than the closed type, hence it is not suitable for all classes of work. 
Both types of transformers are employed in telephone practice for each are 
peculiarly suited to the various requirements of transformation therein en- 
countered. The open core type is most commonly used in induction coils and re- 
peating coils in local talking circuits, while the closed core types are used in 
power systems and phantom toll circuits. When used as repeating coils the 
windings usually have the same number of turns in each, and are used merely 
to inductively connect separate circuits, or to conductively separate unit circuits. 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


ADAMS 


The chief operator at Adams recently 
talked to her brother ‘at Great Barrington, 
Mass., a distance of 2,000 miles. The call 
was put up and the parties talking within 
16 minutes from the time it was placed 
with the operator. Both parties could 
hear fine. Adams is very proud over this 
record and we all have to admit it is some 
record. 

Mr. Cary and Mr. Walker paid this of- 
fice a visit during the month: 

Lillian Harper, chief operator, is spend- 
ing her vacation in Colorado. 

Mrs. Neva Bacon is relief operator dur- 
ing the vacation period. 


BEATRICE 


- -The evening girls decided to have a 
breakfast. They planned to meet at the 
rest room at 6 a m. with their supplies 
of bacon, eggs, coffee, sandwiches, cream, 
etc. Hight of them met ard proceeded to 
wend their way to their outdoors break- 
fast room. They left a saucy nvote on the 
door, saying, “We're gone; come on.” 
Breakfast was everything one could wish 
in the way of an outdoor breakfast. Flenty 
of sizzling bacon, nice hot coffee and egg 
sandwiches. After breakfast the girls 
played games, took pictures and got to 
work on time at nine a. m. Some break- 


Mr. Geo. Heikes and family are spend- 

ing their vacation on the river in his 
house-boat. 
' The Misses Ruth and Rethal Stanley, 
Martha Young and Mrs. Vadbonker en- 
joyed their two weeks’ vacation during July. 
. Is it rumor or fact that Messers ‘Dinty”’ 
Moore and “Rube” Rubleman are to spend 
their vacation in Havana, Cuba, or down 
where the grass skirts grow? “They” say 
it’s a fact. 

‘Miss Carla Johnson has been employed 
in the traffic department. 

‘Frank Walters spent his vacation from 
June 28 to July 12. 


. Mrs. Ruth Mclarland, Auburn chief cop- 
erator, spent a week end with Mrs. Brandt, 
D. T. I., at Beatrice. 


.: ‘Artie’ Lambertson, one of our popu- 
lar linemen, has been promoted to tne poa- 
sition of manager at Talmage. 


- {Miss Olive Noble spent 2 week end in 
Hindicott at the home of her parents. She 
returned wreathed in smiles, probably on 


account of ‘‘something” that she wears on 
her left hand. 

L. P. Robinson used to be a lineman, but 
he is a country trouble shooter now. 

Miss I'rances Protsman spent a week 
training in the Beatrice office previous to 
accepting the duties of chief operator at 
Crab Orchard 

On August 2, 1920, Geo. B. Arnold, local 
wire chief, received 15 kegs of —?— nails. 
We're looking forward to a party when 
said kegs are opened. 

Miss Clara Schmidt, formerly chief op- 
erator at Crab Orchard, wanted to come 
home, so she was transferred back to Be- 
atrice as a line operator Beatrice traffic 
girls are glad to have Clara back. 

Logan Simpson, assistant cableman, has 
been promoted to cableman and trans- 
ferred to Nebraska City. 

Miss Cleo Wolfe, supervisor, spent a few 
days at Lincoln enjoying the swimming 
and other amusements at Capitol Beach. 
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Northern District 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, JULY, 1920 


% % % 
Rank Station Chief Operator ~ Out In Thru 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
26 Lincoln=.....2....24. Miss A. Scouller.......... 18.6 16.9 22.3 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
9 Ashland................. Mrs; -C. Hoods... 7.0 2.5 12.0 
25 David City........... Miss G. Litzen................ 16.0 10.0 15.0 
4 Dorchester............ Miss A. Simpson........... 5.4 Tae eis. 
6 Biriend.-.<.-......2:.-.-: Miss L. Johnson..........,.... 6.3 4.2 6.0 
5 Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss............... 5.7 15.4 14.6 
15-A Plattsmouth.......... Mrs. H. Wallick............. 8.7 8.0 138.0 
11 Seward.................- Miss N. Gumbel........... 8.0 4.0 7.0 
ual ge8 Wahoo................... Mrs. O. T. Reese............ 8.0 8.0 1.0 
15 W. Water........2.... Miss M. Moulton........... 9.7 Si 12.4 
Total’ or. Average....:.2cic. pace ska! e 8.3 6.8 7.8 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E, Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
NGsA Eidigar......0..2....40.. Mrs. M. Beal................... 8.8 1.1) *10.5 
2 Bixeter.....s.....204.... Mrs. R. Alley.......... in lee., 4.6 G10) 15 Bees. 
8 Hairmont-..3../23.2- Miss E. Prescott........... 6.8 15 13.0 
12 Geneva.............-..-- Miss B. Ladner .............- 8.1 8.9 1.2 
16 Harvard..............-- Miss E. Hein............... ce S'S4 het 10.5 
24 Hastings............... Miss H. Richeson......... 15:65 014:2%) 1201 
23 Hebron:.\........).2..2. Miss M. Bethscheid........ 12.7 113.5.4 418.8 
19 Osceola.....:....2.0.22.. Miss K. Gunmn.................. 10.0 9.4 14.0 
27 Red Cloud.........._ Miss B. Havel............... 18.77 143) +» 18:8 
20 Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts............... 10.3 6.5 15.4 
15 Superior................ Miss M. Attwatev........... 8.7 10.9 14.9 
B Sutton:..2:202.2...1..- Miss V. Grosshans....... 5.1 PAY | “4.0 
22 "Work: iy. cua ee, Miss S. Hormn................... 12.3 8h. 1419 
Total. or, Average!.20 1 a eee. 10.0 7.0 11.9 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
1 Auburn.................. Mrs. R. McFarland........ 4.5 Leff 6.9 
21 Beatrice................. Mrs?"B? Sharples) .3-223. 10.9 9.3 10.8 
14 Dewitt.................-. Miss E. Stegeman........... 8.4 8.2 1.0 
12-A Fairbury................ Mrs. M. Dove.................. 8.1 7.1 10.2 
18 Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan............... 8.2 DS rt gen 
38-A Nebr. City............ Miss L. Bader.................- 5.1 12.7 10.9 
17 Syracuse............... Mrs. E. Gately............... 8.9 7.0 138.6 
7 Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith............... 6:6), Wea 15.1 
10 Wilber: 2 27a Miss E. Korbel............... 7.4 7.8 «11.5 
1-A Wymore................. Miss R. MeNelly........... 4.5 6.2 8.0 
Total or Average. .........0.0ccccccccceseeeeeeeeeeeeees 7.2 6.0 8.8 
Total or average for Jumne.........2222..2-cceccceeececeeeeeeeees 7.2 109 13.7 
Total or average for July......000...0...eeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 11.0 OAT 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Mrs. Alma Potts Barr at Capital Beach 
Mrs. Michael was formerly em- 
ployed in Beatrice as assistant chief op- 
erator and Mrs. Barr was chief operator. 


BEATRICE 


July 4. 
A. E. Rosker, Wymore wire chief, made uf 


a special trip to Beatrice to feed peanuts 
to the “Yankee Robinson” elephants. 


Good 
% Out 
Total Calls 


18.8 27,643 
8.0 2,110 
15.0 1,984 
5.1 840 
6.0 1,187 
8.9 1,012 
9.0 2,371 
7.0 2,966 
9.0 2,365 
10.3' 1,176 
8.7 15,961 
95 871 
4.7 1,152 
8.6 1,001 
93 2,355 
93 177 
15.9 11,080 
14.8 1,320 
12.3 778 
145 721 
10.0 811 
10.6 3,258 
48 980 
12.2 3,288 


ee 


10.5 28,392 


4.8 2,705 
10.7. 6,898 
9.6 676 
8.5 3,065 
7.3 1,060 
7.2), 3,391 
9.4 1,090 
10.5 1,125 
8.0 1,059 
6.2 1,405 
8.2 22,474 
11.2 86,846 
11.5 94,470 


Glen “Jazbo" Patton has entered the. «0%, & Arnold, Beatrice wire chief, and 


employ of the Odell Telephone company 
as Manager. 
Mrs. Bertha Sharp, chief operator, and 


as Troy, Kansas.- 
Mrs. Lulu McNabb Michael were guests of % . 


Cecil Donley, toll wire chief of Lincoln, 
recently made an inspection of the Lin- 
coln-Kansas City-St. Joe circuits as far 
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Miss Blanche Watson, recorder, has been 
suffering from an attack of appendicitis 
for several days. 

A. Stein Junk Co. recently presented 
Chas. Avey of the cominercial department 
with a 1916 calendar as they had no 
further use for it. We wonder if it’s a 
picture of one of Mack Sennett’s “Bathing 
Girls.” | 

Mrs. Gretchen Oden, assistant chief op- 
erator, spent one week end in Fairbury 
and one in Auburn, 

Mr. Raymond Conner, troubleman, was 
hurt Saturday, July 31, by falling from a 
tree while clearing a case of trouble. He 
received a rather severe fracture of ver- 
tebrae, bones and ribs. He was immedi- 
ately taken to a local hospital where he is 
‘eceiving the best of care. We are all 
hoping for his speedy recovery. 

Frank Walters, store room keeper, Ire- 
cently received a 10 pound shipment of 
fancy ‘‘assorted.’’ ; 

Once upon a time there were some girls 
who worked day hours in the traffic de- 
partment of the L. T. & T. Co. They 
worked both winter and summer. In 
winter they had indoor parties. In sum- 
mer they have picnics. In fact they had 
a picnic on the 29th of July, 1920. 

It was this way—Darleene Sheldon, day 
information, said, ‘‘Let’s have a_ picnic out 
to Sunset Camp tomorrow night.” Of 
course everyone voted ‘aye” and we 
had it. . 

At five o’clock Mr. Frank McCoy, Martha 
Young’s —?—, Mr. Vadbonier, a super- 
visor’s husband, and Mr. Parks (of course 
we couldn’t have a picnic without Mr. and 
Mrs. Parks), drove up in cars and began 
to load both operators and “eats.” Special 
care was taken of the “eats.” 

Having arrived and unloaded, some went 


/swimming while others sat on the beach 


and watched. Splashing, laughing, duck- 
ing, choking, spitting—all these things 
happened so suddenly and at such short 
intervals that an uninformed observer 
might have thought it was a “storm at 
sea” instead of a bunch of telephone Op- 
erators having a good time. 

After about an hour of this came the 
dinner. And such a dinner! There was 
fried chicken and salad and sandwiches 
and cake and coffee and pickles and 
lemonade. Every one helped themselves 
to all they wanted—and there was plenty. 

First we heard “What fine chicken! 
Mrs. Sharp fried it, didnt’ she?” Then, 
“UWm-m-m-m! Isn’t this delicious coffee? 
“Oh, yes,’ someone answers. ‘Mr. Parks 
made it. He surely can make coffee. 
May I have some more?” and so on to the 
end of the meal. (At least to the end of 
the eats.) : 

And then the ride home and the happy, 
joyous “good nights.” Oh it was a Wwon- 
derful picnic. We're going to have an- 
other one sometime—out at Sunset Camp. 

FOUND—One green Stetson hat in al- 
ley between 6th and 7th, south of Court 
street. Initials “Al. N.”” Owner can have 
same by making satisfactory explanations. 


BRAINARD 
Miss Lucy Hlavoc is spending her vaca- 
tion in Oklahoma, where she went by auto 
with friends from Brainard. 


DAVID CITY 

Miss Anna Sievers is spending her vaca- 
tion at Fargo, North Dakota, visiting in 
the home of her sister. We are in hopes 
she is having a wonderful time with her 
new little niece. , 

Elizabeth Machurek returned July 15 
from her two weeks’ vaecntion. She reports 
a grand time. Leave it to ‘Liz,’ she’s there 
with the fun. 

Agnes Litjen spent part of her vacation 
visiting friends in Lincoln. 

Ira Allen spent a week here, with home 
folks on the farm. We understand she 
helped can cherries. ‘‘Keep in the cooking 
practice, girls, it’s a good idea nowadays,” 
she claims. 

Miss Carrie Maule (an Omaha operator) 
is spending her vacation with Gertrude 
Litjen. Is she having a good time? Well 
I'll say. Leave it to Gert, she being one 
of those royal entertainers. 

Margarite Bradley of the plant depart- 
ment is spending the month of July with 
home folks at Laloga, Okla. Having gone 
thru in a car, she writes camping out is 
real sport. 

Gertrude Litjen spent her vacation in 
Omaha, Lincoln and other surrounding 


Miss Darleen Sheldon, Information oOpera- 
tor at Beatrice, has two years continuous ser- 
vice to her credit. 
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towns. She reports a grand time at every 
place. But ask her why she prefers David 
City? I wonder. 

Mr. Gates, one of our business’ sub- 
scribers, treated the girls to ice cream for 
their good service on long distance. 

The David City office has a beautiful 
bouquet in its operating room every morn- 
ing. If it wasn’t for Miss Allen the spot 
would be vacant. If anyone is in need 
of a flower girl just call on her. She is 
a wonder. 

We regret to say we will lose Miss 
Brown in the near future. Altho she 
doesn’t flash a diamond, by reports it is a 
serious case. 

The operators from nearby towns who 
visited the David City office last month 
were from Wahoo and Osceola. 

Mrs. Neal (the night operator) and her 
husband autoed to Lincoln, remaining a 
couple of days. 

Miss Virlie Sutton of Rising City spent 
a couple of weeks visiting her sister 
Emma. 

Manager Wood and family autoed to 
Lincoln Friday the 16th on business, leav- 
ing in the early hours of the morning and 
returning in the beautiful moonlight. 

Geo. Mehuron, former wire chief, called 
at the office one Sunday recently. The 
sirls were glad to see him, as George has 
been greatly missed since his departure 
from here. 

Gertrude Litjen took up a dare last 
Monday night and stepped into an air- 
plane. She made a short visit in the 
clouds. When she landed she wore a big 
smile and declared it was the grandest 
ride she had ever had. 


FOUR GENERATIONS 
"enresenting the tribe of Caman. Left to 
hight—Clarence C., Donald W., WilliamH. 
Seated—Augustus W. 


Mr. Kucera and Mr. Vanek are two new 
“trouble shooters” enrolled on the D. C. 
list. We wish them success. 

We girls made the remark sometime ago 
that it had been quite awhile since some- 
thing exciting had happened in our office. 
But we all sat up and took notice when 
one of the operators returned from Lin- 
coln on her vacation and flashed a beau- 
tiful little diamond. Well, we are for her. 

Miss Sutton was given a birthday supper 
July 15 by her folks at Rising City. She 
Was presented with a birthday cake with 
twenty-two candles. If she doesn’t watch 
her step she will fall into the old maid 
ditch. But you can’t kid her. She says 
she isn’t telling all she knows. 


FAIRMONT 

Last Sunday the entire telephone force 
and their invited friends had a picnie on 
the Blue river. About four p. m. the 
crowd left town in five Fords and one 
trusty truck. After locating a convenient 
place for the pienic supper, which took a 
great deal of wandering thru fields and 
pastures, every one proceeded to enjoy his 
or her self. 

Swimming, wading, exploring and fish- 
ing and I dare say a little gossiping were 
the main features, 

About six o'clock the lunch was spread 
and no one had to be called the second 
time. Justice was certainly done to the 
fried chicken ‘and many other goodies. 

The picnic was a very happy affair. 

Manager R. J. Rogers and family left 
Jast week for Pine Bluffs, Wyoming, 
where they will enjoy their vacation. Mr. 
Paul Krahn is acting as wire chief during 
Mr. Rogers’ absence, 

Miss Bess Storm, operator, left this 
week for Holyoke, Colorado, where she 
will spend a two weeks’ vacation. Miss 
Mae Croocker is subbing in her place. 

One evening last week the entire tel- 
ephone force was entertained at the Home 
Restaurant. The evening was spent play- 
ing games and a delicious three course 
lunch was served. Several new members 
were initiated to the bread and butter so- 
ciety. If any one wants the password, 
ask Mr. Rogers. 

goer Seed LAA. 
FRIEND 

The Ifriend telephone bunch picnicked 
at Beaver Crossing one evening in July 
and had a glorious time. ‘ 

After swimming, “trying” to swim and 
having a general good time, in the water 
they were more than ready for the big 
“feed” they had brought with them. All 
voted a good time and to come again. 

Mrs. Asa Gallup, former chief operator 
was a welcome visitor at the Friend ex- 
change. 

Mr. Jake Haberman, manager at Bell- 
wood, and wife, visited the Friend office 
while here on their vacation. 

Clara Shunk, toll operator, is spending 
her vacation in Colorado Springs with her 
sister. We don’t know where else she 
will stop before she gets back. 


The Friend manager holds the record 
for eating the most roasting ears. Ask 
him how many ears he ate. 

Anna Mae Sretsch is working during 
Miss Shunk’s absence. 

Mr. Baerthel, a pleased subscriber, 
treated the operators to a box of candy. 

Miss Lil Johnson, chief operator, was 
called home last month on account of the 
death of her father. She has our deepest 
sympathy. 

The telephone bunch enjoyed a stag 
party at the farm home of Mr. Elton Dean. 
Chris Haberman, the manager, was the 
only lady present. My, but the home made 
ice cream tasted good. 


GRESHAM 

Mr. and Mrs. George Adams and daugh 
ter Elizabeth, of Gresham, spent their va- 
cation with Mrs. Adams’ people in Greeley, 
Colorado. They went’ by auto and report 
an enjoyable trip. 

The new telephone building at York has 
been completed and work in the installa- 
tion of the central office equipment is pro- 
gressing nicely. The date of the cut over 
has not been definitely announced, but 
will probably be about October first. 


HASTINGS 

W. C. Cooper, district commercial Man- 
ager, came back from his vacation spent 
at Crete, with a bunch of fish stories. He 
said he caught so many good looking fish 
that the fishing authorities demanded a 
picture of one of them for their salmon 
cans. 

Mr. Cooper is quite a theorist when it 
comes to fishing. He says that when the 
fish swallow the bait, they pull the bobber 
down, then you want to pull them out 
before they strangle to death. He doesn’t 
say what he uses for bait, but you may 
f@uess. 

W. C. is also a querist. He has. asked 
several people how many fish they have 
caught this year. Then he pulls out his 
picture, hands it to the victim and says 
with his thumb under his vest, “That's 
me, only one day’s catch.” He has his 
glasses on in the picture. We suppose he 
just examined the scales. , 

Miss Hazel Thomas, of the commercial 
department ,enjoyed a week's vacation at 
Crete. She intended to take a longer va- 
eation but. was called back to her duties 
on account of the unexpected resignation 
of Miss Edna Ross, stenographer. Miss 
Thomas says she still has the satisfaction 
of looking forward to another week’s va- 
cation. 

Mr. Clement Brewer has accepted the 
position as district foreman’s elerk, suc- 
ceeding Miss Winona Winter nee Mrs. 
Jack Mason. 4 

The employes of the Hastings office en- 
joved an outing on the “Blue” Sunday. 
July 20th. The day was cool and the water 
was much cooler, but in spite of this 
fact quite a number put on their steam- 
heated bathing suits and went in. 
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Herbert MeCulla and Bob Schbourg 
are still looking for the “guy” who tied 
all the knots in their clothes. The girls 
also enjoyed finding their clothes in knots, 
but didn’t say much about it. 

Miss Hazel Richeson seems to be the hu- 
man fish and Miss Kissinger the human 
cork, judging from their actions in the 
water. We ate still somewhat dazed from 
looking at McCulla’s bathing suit. It was 
a scream all right. 

A mysterious watermelon came into our 
possession some time during the afternoon 
and other parties seemed to be looking for 
it; consequently the melon feast was post- 
poned until Schobourgs’ home was reached 
in Hastings. Mr. Rhinehart and Mrs. Scho- 
bourg appeared to know all about the 
watermelon. 

A good time was reported by all and 
another outing was planned in the near 
future, for the benefit of those who were 
unable to attend. 

The Misses Katheryn Hynes and Lena 
Lanfear spent Sunday and part of the 
Fourth, visiting Miss Hynes’ brother and 
family in Itenesaw. They enjoyed a real 
family picnic on Sunday with the usual 
picnic rain to finish it off. 

Miss Veda Irwin, Hotel Clarke P. B. X. 
operator, motored to York with friends. 

Mr. R. S. Brewster of Lincoln spent a 
couple of days in the office. 

Miss Milton, traveling service observer 
for the Nebraska Telephone company, 
spent one day in this exchange. 

Miss Gertie Craft, line operator, re- 
turned from her vacation the 8th. She re- 
ported a very restful vacation. July 
seems to be Gertie’s unlucky month. She 
drove her father’s car to Doniphan and 
had an accident, so came home by rail. 
A few days later she went after the car, 
was caught in a storm and returned home 
again without the car. At present she is 
confined to her home, having fallen down 
stairs sustaining serious injuries. 

Miss Emma Flessner, line operator, as- 
sisted her father in the harvest field. 

Miss Grace Bruns, clerk, left for Colo- 
rado Springs with her folks. She expects 
to be gone several months. A picnic was 
held at Prospect Park in her honor. A do- 
nation party was held at lunch time for 
Katheryn and Frieda who forgot their 
fruit and~ brought a stale cake. Next 
time we will call their mothers and ask 
them to prepare their children’s lunches. 
The evening ended with a watermelon feed 
at Hilma WNissinger’s home. Miss Bruns 
was presented with a box of stationery 
as a token of friendship. 

Miss Esther Schniedermiller, clerk, spent 
her vacation at home and with friends at 
Holdrege. 

Miss Lena Lanfear’s mother underwent 
an operation at the Mary Lanning hos- 
pital. We are glad to hear that she is 
making rapid improvement and expects to 
go home soon. 

Miss Trene Haynes, local supervisor, has 
been transferred to York temporarily. 

Miss Bernice Bacon, A operator, was 
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absent several days on account of the 
death of her grandfather. 

We were very sorry to hear of the death 
of Miss Lydia Brungardt’s father, who 
had been ill for several months. Although 
he had been ill for some time, his death 
came very unexpectedly. The L. T. & T. 
employees extend their deepest sympathy. 

Miss Alysio Croutwick motored to Sut- 
ton July 3rd with her parents. 

Miss Carrie Lamps visited friends in 
Kearney while on her vacation. Previous 
to her employment with the L. T. & T. 
company Miss Lamps was employed with 
the telephone company at Kearney. 

Miss Iva Lewallen enjoyed a visit from 
her parents, who live in Montgomery City, 
Mo. Miss Lewallen has not seen them 
Since she visited in Montgomery City two 
years ago. 


Miss Myrtle Pickering resigned the 6th. 


Miss Pickering has signed up to teach 
school at Curtis, Nebr., the coming school 
year. 

Miss Myrtle Ralstin recently received 
her teacher’s certificate and has contracted 
to teach a district school near Hastings. 

Miss Katheryn Hynes motored to Daven- 
port to spend Sunday with friends. 
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This is a pictore of Ed Herrick, combina- 
tion man, at Hastings and Budd Cannon, com- 
bination man, of Hebron. While on their yva- 
cation. they went fishing in the little Blue 
River southeast of Hebron, and the picture 
speaks for itself. The largest fish weighed a 
little over 23 Ibs. and the smallest one a little 
over 12 lbs. 

Ed thought that no one would believe his 
fish story so he had his picture taken to be 
able to prove that he caught the fish. Ed. and 
Budd are some fishermen and if you don’t 
believe it ask them to tell you some fish stor- 
jes. 


HAVELOCK 

Misses Bessie Hovermale and Ella Carl- 
son have been recently employed by the 
traffic department. 

Miss Ruth Messersmith has returned 
from her vacation. Ruthie reports a won- 
derful time, especially the week spent in 
Omaha. 

Miss Edith Henry is spending her vaca- 
tion in Denver. 

Mrs. Goldie Graham left July 14th for 
Omaha, where she will make her future 
home. She will continue in telephone 
work. 

Miss Myrna Deremer has accepted the 
position of P. B. X. operator with the 
Patriot Motors company. 

On July 13th, Mrs. Jos. Maxwell enter- 
tained the telephone bunch in a farewell 
surprise party for Goldie Graham. Games 
and music were enjoyed during the even- 
ing. In the clothes Pin race Edith Henry 
came out victorious while Ruth Messer- 
smith won the consolation prize. At a 
late hour all departed for their homes, 
wishing Mrs. Graham a successful career 
in Omaha. 

Vera Hatchell spent July 31st visiting 
home folks in Murray. 


HUMBOLDT 

Manager L. O. McClintock and Mrs. Me- 
Clintock are visiting friends and relatives 
at different points in Kansas. Mr. McClin- 
tock will take_ about a two weeks’ vaca- 
tion from his various duties here, but Mrs. 
McClintock will make a longer stay. 

Miss Genevieve Fellers, for a short time 
relief operator, left for an extended visit 
with relatives in California. Miss Rose 
Fankhauser has been employed to fill her 
place. 

Miss Cecile Morris, night operator, has 
returned to work, feeling quite rested 
after a ten day vacation. 

Mr. R. L. Dalton, lineman, and Mrs. 
Dalton are the parents of a fine baby 
boy, born July 11, 1920. He has been 
named Lloyd Edward, after Manager Mc- 
Clintock and Lineman Dorland. A nice 
shower of dainty baby things was sent 
him by the other L. T. & T. Co. employes 
here. 

The force at Humboldt enjoyed a water- 
melon feed one evening recently. The 
melon was furnished by Harry Johnson of 
Beatrice, and it was delicious. 


NEBRASKA CITY 

Misses Jocie Thompson and Helen Fritz 
have been enjoying a two weeks’ vacation. 

Misses Ethel McClain and Cecelia Brust 
have been employed in the traffic de- 
partment. 

Miss Ruby Markham recently employed 
in the traffic department at Nebraska City, 
has resigned and gone to Riverton, Iowa. 

Miss Eula Bader, line operator, received 
a lovely box of candy from one of the 
carnival ladies, for good service rendered. 

Misses Violet Omacht and Bula Bader 
visited the Auburn office August 1. 

One of the supervisors has been helping 
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with some of the switchboard work. She 
says it is very interesting as she found 
a real “bug”’ in the switchboard. Only it 
happened to be a cricket. Good luck, 
perhaps we are going to have a new 
switchboard soon. Here’s hoping. 

' Some of the operators held a most en- 


joyable moonlight picnic. They report 


having witnessed a dog fight, also enjoy- 
ing a lovely boat ride, only the boat did 
not upset. ' 


PLATTSMOUTH 

Oh Boy! Ain’t it wonderful the way 
nature protects herself from harm. [Tor 
instance while rebuilding a line in the 
vicinity of Murray, Nebraska, we spied, 
about a quarter of a mile down the pile, 
a tree that was possessed of a large limb, 
that would come directly in the lead. 
Manager Cole of the Plattsmouth ex- 
change, grabbing a trusty ax, informed 
us in a rich baritone voice, that he would 
<o forth, and lay the mighty limb low. 

We next observed our hero, ax at rest, 
in deep meditation before the said tree. 
After some time he slowly made his way 
back to us leaving the tree unscratched. 
Arriving he burst out with a sigh, ‘“‘Boys, 
I don’t think we had better cut down that 
apple tree.” 

Now an isolated apple tree, growing by 
the edge of an isolated corn field, is a 
rather unique circumstance. But we 
thought no more about it until—and right 
here is where nature got in her dirty work 
—for on closer inspection it proved to be 
nothing more than a rather commonplace 
choke-cherry tree. 


POLK 

Mr. H. G. White, former manager at 
Polk exchange, has removed to Clay Cen- 
ter, Kansas, where he has accepted a po- 
sition as manager of the Clay Center Tel- 
ephone company. We regret very much 
to lose Mr. White from our ranks, but 
hope that the new work will be entirely 
satisfactory. 

Mr. Niel Rakestraw, who has been wire 
chief at Benedict has been transff «red to 
the management of Polk, succe¢ ding H. 
G. White. 


“SEWARD 

The operators were shown the apprecia- 
tion of their efforts of giving good service 
by the presentation of two large bouquets 
of flowers from Mrs. BE. M. Hickman. 

Misses M. Gumbel, Anderson, Miers and 
Fuchring enjoyed vacations during the 
past six weeks, visiting friends and rela- 
tives throughout the country. 

Laura Douty, bookkeeper, was absent a 
day the middle of the month on account of 
sickness. Mrs. Overcash attended to her 
duties till her return. ‘ 

Miss Austin made a visit to Lineoln the 
early part of the month. 

Mr. W. E. Bell made this office a visit 
on the 22nd of July. 

Miss Austin was compelled to be absent 
a week from duty on account of the 
serious illness of her father. 


Miss Mostafft has been on the sick list 
for several days, but we hope will soon be 
back on the job. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ehelebe of Warsaw, 
Ill., visited at the home of Nellie and 
Mildred Gumbel during the month of 
July. 

Misses Craige and Henderson started out 
joyously on a trip to Lincoln in an Over- 
land, but they reached a point some few 
moles west of their destination when the 
car wanted to take a rest and proceeded 
to do so\for a couple of hours. The 
girls said they wouldn’t have minded that 
so much if there had been an apple 
orchard close by. 

watter waiting “ages’ a good samaritan 
offered a suggestion as to what would cure 
the motor and make it step along and at 
last they again journeyed along and 
everything went lovely until on their re- 
turn trip they discovered their conveyor 
had a lame tire and after tying it up so it 
would ride fairly well they came home- 
ward without any more mishaps. Here’s 
better luck next time, girls. 

W. P. Kimball motored to our city and 
made a pleasant visit to our office on the 
28th of July. 

Mr. Bert Overcash, manager of the 
Seward exchange, during the past two 
years, has resigned as manager, and re- 
quested a leave of absence for ninety 
days. Mr. Overcash expects to make an 
extended trip thru the west by auto be- 
fore returning to work. The News hopes 
that the change will prove to be bene- 
ficial to Mr. Overcash and the members 
of his family who accompany him. Mr. 
L. B. Mapel, former manager at Utica, 
succeeds Mr. Overcash in the management 
at Seward. 

STROMSBURG 

A. Halverstadt and wife visited this of- 
fice while on their way to Fairmont where 
they spent the 4th. 

Cc. V. Propst and family of Osceola took 
in the celebration here on the bth. 

H. G. White and wife of Polk spent the 
evening of the 5th here. 

Several of the operators attended a club 
dance on the Sth. 

The Misses Atkins and Roberts at- 
tended a Sunday school picnie given by the 
M. E. Sunday school at Buckley park. 

Mrs. G H. Presson spent several days 
in Omaha visiting with Mr. Presson’s 
parents. 

Ask our wire chief how he learned to 
pronounce b-o-u-q-u-e-t. I bet he knows 
how now? 

Earl Presson and several of his friends 
left last week in an auto for Fairmont, 
Minnesota, where they expect to spend a 
couple of weeks. 

W. FB. Bell and wife of Lincoln made 
this office a pleasant call last week. 

Miss MeDonnald held a class here last 
week giving the operators some helpful 
instructions on the toll rules. 

Miss Hesler is spending her vacation in 
in Minneapolis and other points in Min- 
nesota. ‘ 
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Miss Gustafson and several friends en- 
joyed a nice time on the Platte last 
Sunday. 

Miss Gorgstrom has accepted a position 
as teacher in one of the districts near 
Stromsburg and will leave the employ of 
the company in the near future. We wish 
her success in her new work. 

How did Heinie happen to get lost on 
his way home from Shady Lake last 
Sunday ? Maybe we had. better ask 


It keeps our manager, Mr. Presson busy 
looking after commercial work in Osceola 
and Shelby, and “keeping tab’ on his 
telephone family. 

Miss Mattson, our night operator, went 
shopping in Osceola between trains last 
week, 


SUPERIOR 

Miss Mabel Attwater spent Sunday July 
25th, visiting with Mrs. Hazel Dixon at 
Mt. Claire. She reports a nice time, but 
oh, such stiffness the day following. An 
‘axiom: “You cannot expect to pull off the 
pranks of 20 years ago and feel the same 
next day.” 

Our new toll circuits to Belleville and 
Concordia help out immensely. We still 
long for the completion of our additional 
Hebron and Lincoln circuits and also a 
circuit to Fairbury. / 

Miss Linneman spent a week visiting 
relatives in Grand Island. 

We must hurry up our new building and 
the installation of our new No. 1 W. E. Co. 
board, as we have no vacant numbers 
for new business. 

Miss Coulson has resigned as night op- 
erator and Mrs. Clarke Wilson has again 
taken the night work. 

Miss Vera Fulton is a new operator. 

Dr. J. E. Brainard and W. S. Young 
treated the girls to ice cream. 

The economy letter sent out by Plant 
Supt. Caster should be heeded by all and 
I believe that those who have the welfare 
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Valparaiso Exchange Quarters. 


of the company at heart, will welcome 
these reports, so we can check ourselves 
up and see where we are at. 


SYRACUSE 

Miss Birdie Bray has resigned her posi- 
tion as operator and has accepted a posi- 
tion as housekeeper for Mr. Walter D. 
Thompson. The manager and operators 
join in wishing them a long and happy 
married life. 

Mrs. Fred Liewellyn has been employed 
as operator to fill vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Miss Birdie Bray. 

Miss Lillian Neibuhr is feeling ‘mighty 
blue” the last few days. Cheer up, Lil- 
lian, the strange girl will soon leave town 
and then we hope things will be different. 

Miss Sophia Windels spent Saturday 
and Sunday at Lincoln. She says she had 
a good time. 

Mr. Glen Llewellyn has been employed 
to help get the lines in condition for the 
winter. 

Mr. J. B. Taylor, manager at Palmyra, 
made this office a very pleasant visit. 
Come again Mr. Taylor, when you can stay 
longer. J 

UNIVERSITY PLACE 

Warren P. Shuck, former wire chief has 
been promoted to the position of traveling 
switchman. We surely miss “Billy” and 
his efficiency as switchman. 

Miss Irene Ralston has returned from a 
two weeks vacation at the ranch of Mr. 
and Mrs. Barton of Somerset. We hope 
country life don’t change the other opera- 
tors like it has ‘“‘Freckles.’’ 

Miss Beatrice Folden has just returned 
from a two weeks’ vacation. 

Miss Freda Silander has returned to 
work as information operator after a long 
illness. 

The Western Ilectric company has al-: 
most completed the 8th position at the 
University Place exchange. 

Miss Amelia Aden, chief operator, is now 
on her vacation. 

Miss Anna Aden is acting chief opera- 
tor and Miss Grace Spencer ‘is assistant 
chief operator during her absence. 

Miss Maude Cromwell, former operator 
at University Place, is now working in 
Lineoln as toll operator. 

Mrs. Wade Ralston was absent from 
work on account of the illness of her son 
Wade, Jr. 


WAHOO 

The employes of the Lincoln Telephone 
& Telegraph company enjoyed a picnic 
supper at the Second Bridge on Wednes- 
day, July 14, in honor of Miss Lorene 
Gould, who departed Thursday for her 
home at Akely, Minn. After a delicious 
supper, games were played and at a late 
hour all departed wishing Miss Gould 
much happiness in her new home. 

Jessica Brown, operator from David 
City, has been transferred to the Wahoo 
exchange. 

Lena Kuhlman, night operator, spent her 
vacation at Seward and David City. 
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THE TOWN GOSSIP 
I WAS in an Office. 
THE OTHER day. 
AND A man was trying. 
LO GET “Centrato 
ON THE telephone. 
AND HE jigged the dingus. 
UP AND down. 
AND SWORE under his breath. 
AND TURNED to me. 
AND SAID: 
“ISN’T THIS service awful.”’ 
AND THEN “Central.’’ 
ANSWERED HIM. 
AND HE gave her a number. 
THAT EVEN I in the room. 
COULDN’T UNDERSTAND. 
AND HIS mouth was full. 
OF CIGAR and he mumbled. 
THE NUMBER out. 
AND “CENTRAL” gave him. 
SOME NUMBER. 
AND IT was the wrong one. 
AND HE cursed again. 
AND PUT up the receiver. 
AND TOOK it down again. 
AND YELLED at the girl. 
AT THE other end. 
OF THE line. 
AND ASKED her if. 
SHE WAS a dummy. 
AND I GUESS 
SHE DIDN’T answer him. 
BECAUSE SHE’S used. 
TO THAT sort of thing. 
AND AFTER trying. 
TWO OR three times. 
HE GOT the number. 
HE WANTED at first. 
AND I thought I would. 
LIKE TO be an operator. 
IN A telephone exchange. 
FOR ABOUT ten minutes. 
AND I bet I would give. 
SOME OF these abusers. 
OF THE -telephone. 
A PIECE of my mind. 
AND THE service. 
WOULDN'T BE ‘rotten.”’ 
IF WE would use. 
COMMON SENSE. 
IN USING the telephone. 
I THANE You. 
TALKING ACROSS OCEAN 
Now comes General Squier, telephone 
expert, and says that talking across the 
ocean will be a matter of but a little 
bit in the future. Wireless telephony 
has made astounding strides within the 
last few years. Feats deemed impos- 
sible a decade ago are now of daily ac- 
complishment. Three big problems re- 
main, however, before wireless tele- 
phony can be commercially developed. 
Two of these have been solved in part. 
These relate to the production of con- 
stant, undamped oscillations and to the 
creation of a high-tension microphone 


in order to influence the oscillations 


Marjory Haynes, “A” operator at Hastings, 
who was one of the High School Graduates for 
the year 1920. 


and the proper adaptation of the micro- 
phone to the transmitter. 

Wireless telephony has been known 
for years, but for a long time technical 
men were convinced that there was no 
way by which it could be made avail- 
able for the layman. The cathode tube 
generator, a late invention, and the de- 
velopment of the high tension micro- 
phone, brought success measurably 
nearer. To make wireless telephony 
possible there must be a method devised 
for sending. continuous waves which 
take the place of the wire, and speech 
is sent over these by superimposed oscil- 
lations that correspond to the trans- 
mission of sounds by telephone. It also 
required a way to reproduce these oscil- 
lations at the receiving phone that had 
been carried there by radiation. 

The third necessary thing is to de- 
velop a system of mutual conversation. 
The experiments have been interesting 
and present a hope for eventual com- 
mercialization. That is a long time in 
the future, however, because the atmo- 
spherie disturbances that do not affect 
wire communication are potent to in- 
fluence wireless communications, since 
the air is the medium. 
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TELEPHONE TROUBLES 

The joys attaching to being the manager 
of a small town telephone company are em- 
phasized by some of the minor difficulties 
that come before the state railway commis- 
sion for settlement. The other day some in- 
dignant patrons wrote in because the com- 
pany was charging them for the batteries 
used in their instruments. Investigation de- 
veloped that the company, although it is 
against the commission rules, had been com- 
pelled to do this because of the habit many 
patrons had fallen into of using the batteries 
to start their autos and in other ways about 
the farm. 

Another company had a free exchange with 
a neighboring farm line. Near the junction 
of the lines lived a man who ran up a big Dill 
for service that he wouldn’t pay. When the 
company shut his instrument off, he had it 
connected with the other line with which ser- 
vice was exchanged, and the original com- 
pany is now asking the commission to com- 
pel the second company to refuse the chap 
service. 


E. Markle: Hohman, give me a match, 
please. 

Hohman: Here you are. 

E. Markle: This match won't light. 

Hohman: That’s strange, I had it lit a 
few minutes ago. 


Wallace Crawford, combination man at Hast- 
ings, who entered the employ of the L. T. & T. 
Co., in 1918 as groundman. 


WHO ARE THE OWNERS OF OUR 
COMPANY 


When we speak of a corporation we 
often have in mind a business owned and 
controlled by capitalists living at a dis- 
tance or by a small body of men who 
are only interested in getting for them- 
selves all they can out of the business, 
regardless of those whose labors and 
effort make the success of their enter- 
prise possible. The real facts about the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company 
are very different from this idea. 

The total number of the common stock- 
holders who own our company is 1756 
and 1590 of this number own less than 
100 shares. 1222 of our stockholders live 
in Nebraska, most of them in the terri- 
tory served by the Company, so they are 
our neighbors and friends. It would re- 
quire the combined votes of 166 of the 
largest stockholders to control. 

Over 200 of the employes of the Com- 
pany are making payments on $113,800 
of stock and in addition own $70,000 of 
paid up stock, so you see that we our- 
selves are to a considerable extent the 
owners of the Company. 

The Company is financed and man- 
aged by a Board of Directors who are 
e'ected by a majority vote of the stock 
represented at the annual Meeting in 
January and are selected from our most 
conservative and successful business men 
who meet and select the officers of the 
Company. Every share of stock is en- 
titled to a vote so the business is run 
on thoroughly democratic principles. 

The successful manner in whieh the 
business of the Company has been man- 
aged, its present prosperity and use- 
fulness in the community we serve and 
its flattering prospects of future growth, 
all tend to show that we have been wise 
in the selection of our officers who have 
not only looked after the material in- 
terests of the Company but have done 
everything in their power to promote that 
friendly feeling and co-operation among 
the employes that contributes so much 
to the satisfaction of working and the 
joy of living. 

So as owners and fellow workers each 
of us can do his or her part to make 
our company a model of its kind and hy 
contributing to the success of the Com- 
pany, assure our own success. 
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OFFICIALS OF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
BRANKVH:: WOODS sei iet 20h Ue RNS aE SN ln le 0k eae President 
5: He BURN FA ee ees sae Vice-President 
CVEPARUSSH Lie ee ee Secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
1 BB) Oe SBP Sad by Ate tat eae Pei lh re Cn Se age ee Bald General Manager 
WT. VLESMON 2 en ee oes a ee Ee ee ee Auditor 


COMMERCIAL 
Ren MATTISONS2 2 = ee: Commercial Superintendent 
W. THORGRIMSON ....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
W. E. BELL.................... District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. H. CAMAN................ District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
W. C. COOPER.............. District Commercial Manager, Western District 


Me Ti CASTE Re v.ck cence eS Plant Superintendent 
HH: H> WHEELER Orie) 2 ee eee eee Plant Engineer 
1D OPO BH Dis M14 Obs a sla Te we ee District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
Kens) CARRY, oi ae erelg yd ee eae District Plant Chief, Southern District 
H. W. WHEELER.............0000000000002.. District Plant Chief, Western District 


TRAFFIC 
GHO:. K. GANNA Baas ees See Traffic Superintendent 
RS. BREWS TERY. i, rT ne eee: Traffic Engineer 
Wa P. KIMBALL 2e4%.2. 2223 District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
Fee OEEAIR KS. - his: eee nneee - District Traffic Chief, Southern District 


roi St ga ela CO District Traffic Chief, Western District 
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THERE ARE DIVIDENDS 
IN A TELEPHONE 
SMILE 


Dividends in the good feeling, friendliness and 
co-operation it creates; dividends im the knowl- 
edge that by your telephone courtesy and cor- 
diality you win the higher regard of friends and 
associates, and dividends in the fact that your 
telephone smile makes the day run smoother for 
you and for others. 


When you telephone, put the smile in 
your voice and collect the dividends. 
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SEPTEMBER 1920 


AN OFFICE 


An office is a funny thing: Each morning 
certain men 

And certain girls and certain boys come into 
it again 

And Rage their coats on certain pegs, their 
hats on certain hooks, 

And sit them down at certain desks in 
front of certain books. 

They all have certain work to do in just a 
certain time, 

Concerning certain dollars for a certain fixed 
per diem; 

And then at just a certain hour, in sunshine 
or in rain, 

They close their desks and hurry out to 
catch a certain train. 


An office is a tragic thing when that is all 
there is, 

When each one has his certain work and 
certain way of his, 

And wallows in 2 ce tain rut and never seems 
to see 

That there are certain other ones in life as 
well as he. 

For we would find a certain fun in certain 
other ways, 

If we would give a word of cheer on certain 
busy days— 

When problems vex, when certain things 
require a helping hand, 

Would give a certain sympathy that mortals 
understand. 


An office is a pleasant place—at least, a cer- 
tain kind 

That has a certain brotherhood, where day 
by day you find 

Some neighbor with a new idea he’s glad 
to pass along, 

A coma sort of ‘friendliness, a certain sort 
of song, 

rere is a certain duty that we owe to other 


To HEIDE them when they need a lift, to steady 
them again, 

An office can become in time, to man and 
girl and boy, 

A certain kind. ’ of fellowship, and work a 
certain joy. 


eine 
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PERMANENT JOBS 

The company offers permanent employ- 
ment to every faithful and efficient work- 
er now on its payroll. To those who re- 
main with it and do their tasks as they 
ought to be done increased responsibility 
in the form of better jobs is the reward, 
along with better pay. The company, 
just like any other employer, can afford 
to do this because the longer a person is 
on the job, if he is at all intelligent and 
observant and diligent, the more and bet- 
ter work he accomplishes and the more 
he is worth. Usually this takes the form 
of promotion since wages and jobs both 
tend to standardize. 

The labor turnover of this company as 
well as of most other industrial organi- 
zations is larger than it should be, if the 
public, the company or the individual’s 


interest therein is properly considered. 


There are too many men and women who 
leap from job to job in the hope of get- 
ting the peak wage or salary, being abet- 
ted in this quite frequently by the ne- 
cessity of some employer who can pass 
on the increased cost of doing business to 


those who buy what he has to sell or 
make. 


This is an unhealthy state of affairs all 
around. It would be difficult to find any 
man holding down a really important job 
with any industrial organization in the 
country today who didn’t work up from 
the bottom, or close to it, if we except 
those cases where they are secured from 
the executive staffs of other corporations 
where they had risen from the ranks. 
This means that the average person who 
makes a habit of changing jobs is his 
own worst enemy so far as eventual re- 
sults are concerned. He may get a little 
more than the going price by making 
these changes, but there is only one way 
to the top, and that is up the ladder, us- 
usually a slow process, but a sure one. 

. But the damage does not end with the 
individual worker. Frequent changes in 
the personnel of the staff, either oper- 
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ating, plant or commercial, cripples the 
ability of the company to give service. 
This means that the public interest is in- 
jured and the company suffers just so 
much as it fails to live up to its obli- 
gations. 

The injury is still further spread. 
Transient workers have no ties that bind 
them to any city. They don’t own homes 
and therefore have no particular stake 
in the country. They take no interest 
in its government or its home life or in 
its industries, three of the fundamentals 
of modern civilization. They are shirk- 
ers of their share of the responsibilities 
attaching to life on this planet. They 
are the Bedouins of industry. 

Who are the Bedouins? They are the 
wanderers of the deserts of Mesopotamia 
and Arabia. They have no homes, being 
intent on going only where the pickings 
are best, where the grazing is finest. 
They have no interest in the government, 
they don’t care to see the plow running 
over the land, they are simply marauders 
whose interests run counter to those of 
the community. 

Get hold of the job that interests you 
and stick to it. Don’t peg in so tight that 
you can’t move, and don’t get into a rut. 
Permanency of employment is the one 
guarantee of success. 


Lawyer—Did you present your account to 
the defendant? 

Mr. Schonlebe—I did, your FTlonor. 

Lawyer—aAnd what: did he say? 

Mr. Schonlebe—He told me to go to der devil. 

Lawyer—And what did you do then? 

Mr. Schonlebe—Vy, I comes to you. 


“Tf you had it to do over again, would 
you marry your wife?” the visitor asked 
his host. 

“You bet,’’ came the quick reply. 

The wife stepped quietly in. “You 
would not,” she said. 


OUCH! 

Mr. Saphedde: “Do you think men have 
descended from monkeys?” 

Miss Caustique: “Not very far. 
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STATEMENT OF OWNED STATIONS, BY EXCHANGES 
in Eight Years 


Exchanges Dec. 31 
1912 
Megs 2. oe . 299 
Ashland _....... ... GBS 
Pct DUN Macaee valence 
Beatrice, 2...5 2: 699] 


Beaver Cros’g.. +408 
Bellwood) .25.5 scot: 
Belvidere ....... 2. 155 
Benedict ........ . 246 
Bennett .......... .. PSG 
Bradshaw 
Brainard .....<4 we) 
Brock 
Brownyville :. . «....2:: 
Bruno 
{Sa al ery Me ean en Ne eee ; 
BEUNINE. 4.2.4 ° 4 pce: 
Carleton, .......... 148 
Cedar* Binffs «. .5..... 
@Ceresco 34..)...... .\4,-2..; 
Clatonia 
ClayCenter’ ... . 2....... 
College View . 182 
Colom. 23. 


Cooky, 2A se. 313 
Cordova _......... . 140 
Crab Orehard... 325 
Davey 02.2.2 ; 9S 
David City .... 468 
Denton’ AN nei oa: 
Deweese 

WOW,LCE  «2..:. PAR) 
Dorchester 2... 438 
Douclas 
Dunbar ........... 317 
Dwight, ~tes ) 
MOP ary ee 26 4 
Elk Creek —.... 146 


Elmwood. ........ 297 
Endicott 


Exeter = 22.0.1... 278 
Fairbury © ...... “. 15768 
Mairfield’ o... 4°. 5 oe 
Fairmont rt 
Filley 2.0... bE. 
Weriendar oss. 241. DCTS 
Garland .......... 131 
Garrison, Pests s..217 
Geneva. ....0....... . 299 
Glenivil” Sal) ¥ 
Grafton . &..../- 22 
Greenwood .... ZEN) 
Gresham _.... ... 8638 
Guide Rock ee VA) 
Hamptony ..... } 
Hansen ._......... 161 
Harvard .......... 254 
Hastings _...... 1706 
Havelock .... 306 
Hebron 22.0.5... §31§ 
Humboldt .. im, 14) 
ithaca, py Ws. 
Johnson 
Juniata us. e:.:. i §24 
LineolIn _..... . A224] 
Louisville |... 2209 
DUsSDtTOny We 93 


Maleolm ...... 105 
McCool Fs .) 2R1 
Mead 


Milford _.....331* 
Milligan £2.2..0.9..)5.. 
Murray ...... . 185 


Dec. 31 


19155 


396 


10571* 
P15 
TS 

GE 
287 
188 
ZOS 
118 
1S7 


Development 
Dec. 51 Dee. 51 
1914 1915 
283 28S 
T14¢ 714 
2102 D245 

st2 392 
“155 “153 
245 259 
1b 299T 
314 13 
Os 933 
“156 “156 
281 301 
208 218 
ol 35) 
have BS4e 
307 nos 
AE 132 
2905 294 
148 176 
219% YAG 
142 155 
48 nO2 
"319 “BIS 
Hb 420% 
B42 “BB 
“116% 120 
305 316 
7, hee 
1600 1744 
319 352 
a 105 
G14 G23t 
37 131+ 
474 “482 
Shae D2) 
121 124 
G94 173 
Seo 53Eo 
“15 . 154 
153 162 
n14* 571 
2493* 2736 
2S 207 
47S 536 
fio 139 
126 154 
10902 LV5TT 
229 236 
7 &9 
GS 107 
280 oH. 
2038 211 
320 $25 
117 136 
182 193 


Dee. 3 
1916 


174 
1076 


58S 
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Dec. 51 
1917 


190 
SO48 
133 


) 


Dee. 51 
1918 


3d15 
S04 
1137 
2600 
au0 
198 
15!) 
208 


9") 
eh ded 


1D 
235 


1660 
39 
Boo) 
105 
643 
151 
11%) 


Dec. 51 
1919) 
311 
801 
1128 
POT+ 
3s+ 
195 
175 
259) 
B29 
300 
oT 


Aug. ol 
1920 
328 

S19 
1137 
YO96 

382 

201 

164 


245 


166 
15632 
200) 
93 
120 
208 
pes BY 
AST 
187 
1G 
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Exchanges Dec. $1 Dee. 31 Dec. 31 Dec. 51 Dee.351 Dee. 51 Dec. $51 Dec. 31 Aug. 31 
1912 19135 1914 1915 1916 WIT 1918 1919 1920 
Nebr. City........ . 1455]| 1330* 1334 1410 1461 1576 1630 1747 1781 
Nehawka............ 159 155 156 159 160 174 172 185 1S4 
Nemaha .......... Lite ME eee 2 ay ce Geka tm) & teers 132 141 150 
RICEAN TS: 6 bis ke Ae tet Be Ge A: 125 120 V7 128 136 
gy eee ee ee eg ee ed a eae a 240 236 209 215 214 
OSCeGla SCE a Ul a en ck ae, ed ee G17 591 522 G48 664 
Ot0e 2s <4 &5 8S? 93 {)3} 100 6 92 9) 
Panamav;2s.2 3 164 145 163 ris 175 184 191 189 189 
Paulinej.......... 6 6+ 1LO0F ST 86 835 ST TS 7D 
Pertud "2.44 2852... ite. Ural rae eee?” ek ta ee 8 MAR 5 aha l ee es Je ee EP. oe) 364 
Pickrell ............ 6 Hpl 90 so 9S - 98 QT 96 100 
Plattsmouth ... SO3§ TOE S01 8384 923 YTS 1029 1002 1063 
Pleasant’ Dale: S28! © tener on cess!) | GC ees Bt 28. DD nt a0 e 49 
Plymouth 72 ce 7.ais 8) Bes Ps ey, | yt Oh Ee re ee als ee 272 275 £31 
PO Pee Re | LE 297 302 468 544. 510 513 536 
Prosser .....-<!.::. 220 26 116* 127 129 137 132 135 135 
Raymongd _........ 152 148 147 164 171 183 18%) 19S 203 
Red Cloud? ... $25 302 289 289 200 POG 220 PAD 270 
SArOUVillG cerkc aur. Laces 180 181 180 171 76 70 174 
Seward  ......1.... S44* 825 S13 851 RSs 42 2G TS 931 
SOLD Y: (ee wees ee er pe asc i et eh ee BE PS, 366 0 262 
MICRO UM Murata ce) | WR Sl, Bien de A beh ec Be cet lob Gaon 126 117 111 
StecleviGicy ies kfis:” WP bartece Ec A gee ey paetn tla GD” nea ge) cede 154, 
Steinauer .......... 225 216 219 216 225 236 23) 22% 223 
Sterling ........... 486S 484 414¢ 455 ' 468 480 {86 17S 49) 
DEFAN |. :...255..5 eS 48t 33 31 a s) 38 29) 26 
Stromsburest. cele we he oe py.) yt aes. G42 659 G5S G55 663 
Superior ......... E528 620 627 714 T48 TS1 T6S $30 NOT 
STLCUO TIM ah so cree Le Pewee) Se NEBL. GOO G22 605 643 663 
Syracuse .......... 316 329 347 369 386 4053 5 409 411 
Talmage 216 236 247 254 264 271 204 2533 261 
TAMOra ? 325... pi QiG 192 199£ 207 2OT 20S (45 1ST 196 
Tecumseh _...... .. 878 S89 T3At T53 TTT SO3 S31 S40 £58 
Thayer .).....264 128 132 133 13 142 142 139 137 1433 
Tobias ....... . 221 207 210 217 241 2S 261 2455 245 
University Pf. S6s|| 717* TIT S32 929 965 1009 1102 1183 
Utiea 0.02.4... 4 307 314 331 362 36S 351 B25 341 
Valparaiso ...... ........ PR 6) eta NE a eee MN i A PL i A Ae 411 406 
Weaco Went 28 520 x08 317 v2 540 3034) ead 32 317 
Wahoo.) 3.22%. 106 TAS* T76 825 S56 913 SOT NGO YSD 
Waverly 160 14 162 18!) 213 25 219 2) 218 
W., Water... 416 427 45 470 482 486 T7 468 479 
Wilber? 2%... 22. 458 AG 475 5O2 30 Dol Dad Dav D61 
Wymore © ......... 3308 45 aa 35) net 611 G05 52 dT1 591 
MOV kr eee 17168 1715 W24t 1655 1784 183 1856 S90. 1936 
CL Caa hy eee ce. SU, _" nD2 202 P10 225 217 230) 226 23 232 
SOURIS See cite. 41050 41205 42837 45 SOS D2822 no G-AG 59131 61636 64709 
* Duplicate exchanges consolidated and rates readjusted during year. 
§ Duplicate exchanges consolidated during year. 
£ Rates adjusted during year. 
| Two exchanges operated here, 
y Competitive exchange here. 
General adjustment of rates Innde Noy. 1, 1918 and July 1, 1919. 
Sosworth’s construc- 


tion gang at 


Louisville. 


Left to right: A. EB Bos- 


worth, IF. 


C. Reidal, Rf. 


J. Smelly, Ll. 


A. Baker, 
IXKinnson, 


Winscot. 
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HELP PREVENT ACCIDENTS- 


: i 


hse 


MAKE THAT PIKE POLE SAFE 


$177,050 CLAIM AGAINST HASTINGS 
FOR WIFE’S DEATH 


Koehn Says Negligence of City Led to 
Accident From Which Wife Died 


(From Lincoln Daily Star) 

Norfolk, Nebr. Aug. 1—Two claims 
aggregating $177,050 were filed Friday 
against the city of Hastings by Otto 
Koehn, husband of the late Mrs. Elsie A. 
B. Koehn, who died in a Hastings hos- 
pital following injuries received when 
her throat was pierced by a pike pole 
protruding from an automobile truck 
belonging to the municipal lighting de- 
partment of Hastings. Negligence on 
the part of the city is alleged as the cause 
of the death of Mrs. Koehn. 

The first claim is filed by Koehn as 
husband for $102,050 which he states is 
due him from the city for the loss of his 
wife’s company, society and services. 

The second claim is filed by Koehn as 
administrator of his late wife’s estate. 
He asks $75,000 in this claim for person- 
al injuries suffered by his wife before 
her death. 

The claims state that the late Mrs. 
Koehn was 24 years old and that her life 
expectancy was thirty--eight years. 

The accident occurred at Hastings in 
July 24, last, when Mrs. Koehn with rel- 
atives was riding to the railway sta- 
tion in a public taxicab. She was sit- 
ting in the front seat with the driver, 
who, is said, was forced to swerve out of 
the way to avoid another car. 

The speed of the taxi cab is questioned 
in stories at Hastings. 
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The Municipal 
light plant truck was 
parked at the curb- 
ing, the pike pole 
aN protruding from the 
Ube Seer ee rear. The pole 
: bet} Ie ob ae crashed through the 
glass of the taxicab 
and penetrated Mrs. 
Koehn’s throat. She 
was taken to a sur- 
geon’s office and then 
removed to a hos- 
pital. She was. con- 
scious up to a few 
moments before her 
death. 


She had been at Hastings attending the 
Silver wedding anniversary of her par- 
ents, Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Braun. Mr. 
Koehn is owner of a soft drink establish- 
ment here. Before her marriage the 
late Mrs. Koehn was Elsie Braun, a 
trained nurse. 

Note: Are you properly safe-guard- 
ing pike poles so that an accident like the 


above will not happen? Safty First 


should be our motto always. 


FACTS WORTH KNOWING 

The United States has only 6% of the 
population of the world, and only 7% of 
the land, and yet we produce: 

60% of the world’s supply of copper. 

40% of the world’s supply of lead. 

50% of the world’s supply of zinc. 
60% of the world’s supply of alum- 
inum. 

66% of the world’s supply of oil. 

75% of the world’s supply of corn. 

60% of the world’s supply of cotton. 

40% of the world’s supply of silver. 

52% of the world’s supply of coal. 

40% of the world’s supply of iron and 
steel. 

20% of the world’s supply of gold. 

25% of the world’s supply of wheat. 

“We refine 80% of the copper and 
operate 40% of the world’s railroads. 

“Before the war we were a debtor na- 
tion; that is. we owed to other nations 
FIVE BILLION DOLLARS. In 1919 
we had not only paid this debt, but for- 
eign nations OWED US TEN BILLION 
DOLLARS. We now own the largest 
gold reserves of any nation in the world.” 
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CUT OUT TIME SERVICE 

The company discontinued on Septem- 
ber 5th the answering of inquiries from 
subscribers in the Lincoln exchange for 
“time, please?” This was made necessary 
by the demands of the service for which 
the company was established. Its first ob- 
ligation is to furnish facilities for com- 
munication between persons who rent its © 
telephones. This obligation was being 
interfered with by the abuse of the ‘‘time 
service.” 

Thousands of persons, many of them 
school children, asked “information” for 
the time two to four times a day, when 
they could have ascertained it for them- 
selves by turning to the watch or clock 


with which all homes are supposed to 
be equipped. This placed a great burden 
upon the trunking facilities; in fact, it 
tied these up to the exclusion of all legit- 
imate use. 


The great majority of the patrons ac- 
cepted the situation and the explanation 
of the company officials as the reasons 
that actuated them, all of them in the in- 
terest of keeping the service at high- 
grade. The cost of giving the time serv- 
ice aS measured by the number of em- 
ployes necessary to answer inquiries was 
but small, and it cut no figure in the con- 
sideration of the question. Some who 
protested affected to disbelieve this state- 
ment, and suggested that the cost be 
added to the monthly rental. 


The trouble with this suggestion lay 
in the fact that to furnish a sufficient 
number of trunks to carry all calls, this 
extra load included, would require an in- 
vestment that would force rates higher 
and an equipment that would take more 
floor space than is available. The ex- 
change was built for the purpose of car- 
rying all normal peak loads, not the ab- 
normal one thrust upon the company’s 
facilities by demands that are no part 
of the business of the company to meet. 
It would have been cheaper for the peo- 
ple themselves and for the company if 
the latter supplied clocks for subscribers 
than to incur the expense that would have 
been necessary, if the equipment could be 
secured, to increase trunking facilities. 


A NEW KIND OF A LARK 

Five girls of the Bell company’s ope- 
rating force at Jersey City enjoyed a new 
kind of tark or experience the other week. 
There was a street car strike and it be- 
came a difficult matter for the central 
girls to get back and forth between office 
and home. 

In order to insure service at the Jer- 
sey City Terminal, where a great deal 
of passenger traffic is handled, the Erie 
railroad officials commandeered the spe- 
cial train kept for the use of President 
Lockwood and turned this over to the 
girls for sleeping and eating quarters. 

There were five of the girls, and they 
were given full rein to enjoy the luxury 
at hand. They slept in the car at night 
and made this their rest room. In re- 
turn they took eare cf the car, making 
up the berths, sweeping out and other- 
wise keeping things spick and span. 


Russel Thrapp 
Switchboard man at Nebraska City 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 
STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 
Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 
Ist, 1920 and August $1, 1920; slso gain and loss since January 1st. 1926. 
Jan. Aug. Jan. 

; 1,20 31,720 Gain Loss 1,'20 
1 Limcoln: 2.22... 14879 15632 753 62 Talmage ........ 253 
2 Hastings ........ 38278 3435 207 3 Louisville ...... 246 
3 Beatrice ........ 2584 2696 112 64 \Glenvill *..0.. 239 

1 Ro of ee eted ee | 1890 19386. 46 65 Benedict ........ 259 
5 Fairbury ........ 1689 1799 110 6G Tobias+.< + =. 245 

6 Nebr. City...... 1747. 4178 "84 67 Brainard ........ 23 

7 Uni Place...... 1102 1183 81 6o¥ Mead | c..52.305 Zo0 
§ ‘Auburn. 2.12. 1128 11387 9 GOR yvutan 231 
9 Plattsmouth .. 1002 1063 61 70 Deweese ........ 224 
10; Wahoo? ...::.22-..- 960 985 #25 71 Steinauer ...... 223 
11 David City.... 928 975 47 72 Greenwood .... 214 
12 Seward .......... 925 931 6 73 Waverly ........ 220 
13 Tecumseh ...... 849 858 9: 14. One seta. . 215 
14 Superior ........ 830" "S51" 127 (5 “Davey 2225.02... 199 
15 Ashland ........ 801 819 18 76 Raymond ...... 198 
16 Osceola .......... 648 664 16 77 Bellwood ........ 195 
LT Suttom hive: 6438 663 #20 78 Tamora .......... 187 
18 Stromsburg... 653 663 10 TS Murray, 5 200 
19 Friend ......... 2, 682 . .648 16 80 Panama ........ 189 
20 Harvard ........ wSZo 1 +642,)...19 81 Milligan ........ 191 
21 Geneva .......... 577 594 17 82 Steele City.... 182 
22 Wymore ......... 571 591 20 : 838 Nehawka ...... 185 
23 Wilber #224... 550 561 11 | at 84. Brock; ) 2-201... 178 
24 Hebron .......... DOA. OD Ca ee 5 85 Cordova ........ 179 
25. Rolk es 513 586 23 ‘ 86 Saronville ...... 170 
26 College View.. 483 524 41 SA Burr poe. 171 
27 Havelock ...... 486 490 54 88 Juniata .......... 163 
28 Sterling .......... 478 490 12 89 Belvidere ...... 175 
29 W. Water........ 468 479 11 90 Hampton ........ ily Ah 
30 Humboldt ...... 455 471 16 91 Hansen .......... 158 
31 Dorchester ..2 426 481 5 92 Garland .......... 151 
32 Edgar ............ 415) 451-5) ae 93 Nemaha ........ 141 
33 Syracuse ........ 409 411 Be \y anf 94 Bruno ............ 122 
34 Valpariaso ... 411 406 .... 9 95 Colon _...0.00..2. 145 
35 Gresham ........ 318 V405y P27 an eee 96 Grafton _........ 135 
36 Clay Center.... 391 392 1 97 Carleton ....... 141 
37 Exeter ............ 3872 388 16 98 Ithaca ............ 139 
38 Milford _......... 3884 387 35) RE 99 Thayer ._........ 137 
39 Beaver Cros’g 384 382 ... 2 100 Denton ....... 135 
40 Dewitt ......... 370 =. 79 9 101 Octavia ___..... 128 
41 Fairmont ...... 355 3738 #4218 102 Elk Creek...... 135 
42 Fairfield ._....... 358 368 #10 103 Prosser _....... 135 
43) Peru fee 355 364 9 104 Malcolm ....... 117 
44 Elmwood ..... 363 3638 105 Dwight ......... 109 
45 Shelby .......... 350 362 12 .... 106 Garrison 116 
46 Dunbar ........ 354 351 ns 3 107 Shickley ..... 117 
47 Bennett ........ 3829. 343 14 #«.... 108 Douglas 102 
48) Uticaseee. soe 325 341 £16 109 Filley ......... 97 
49 Cook .............. 334 339 5 110 Pickrell ........ 96 
50 Cedar Bluffs.. 330 330 .... Lily Otoehi: ta) 92 
51 Adams ..........:. SLIM ZS) lt 112 Lushton ...... 93 
52 Bradshaw ...... 309 319 10 t 113 Endicott ....... 83 
53° Waco «.......2-2. 302 3817 #415 114 Pauline 78 
54 McCool .......... 289 298 9 115 Brownville .. 70 
55 Guide Rock... 287 297 10 ... %4J16 Clatonia __ 66 
56 Crab Orchard 298 294 ._. 4 117 Pleasant Dale 50 
57 Johnson ........ 268). 280, 17 > & 118 Strang _...._... 29 
58 Plymouth ...... 273 281 oa et 
59 Bruning ........ ZS IS Le eek 1 Totals: sees 
60 Ceresco .......... 265 274 9 Net gain since January Ist, 1920 
61 Red Cloud...... 245 270 25 Gain for August, 1920 
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YOU AND YOUR MONEY 

One of the leading bankers of Ne- 
braska said the other day that there 
never was a better time to make money 
by mereiy saving money than nght now. 
The fifty cent dollar that ‘everybody 
handles nowadays, so-called because its 
purchasing power is just half of what a 
dollar had six years ago, is not going 
to continue to be worth fifty cents. The 
peak of the price rise has been reached, 
said this bankér. From now on the price 
level will be sinking, and while it may 
never reach the old 1914 plane, it will 
go far down the scale. 

When the fifty cent dollar becomes 
worth ninety cents, says he, which will 
come when what you can buy now for 
ninety cents you’can then purchase for 
fifty, each fifty cent dollar now saved 
will have appreciated forty cents. Mean- 
while that dollar laid away can be made 
to draw interest for you, and every year 
it will be adding to its value through 
the interest accumulations. 

The banks pay 5 per cent interest on 
deposits, and this is the way the banker 
figures the proposition: ‘‘Every dollar 
that you deposit now will, if com- 
pounded, amount to $2.07 in fifteen 
years. If in that time prices have de- 
clined one-half your $2.07 then will buy 
as much as $4.14 will now. You have 
your original dollar with 314 per cent 
interest on top of it. If prices go down 
more your profit will be more; if less, 
your profit will be less.’’ 

Suppose that instead of spending your 
dollar or putting it in a bank at 5 per 
cent, you purchase under the company’s 


/ plan for employes, stock in the Lincoln 


Telephone & Telegraph company, which 
pays 7 per cent dividends, or 40 per 
cent more interest than the bank. Can 
you figure out any better way to make 
money than that? 


SPEAKING OF COURTESY 

Courtesy is something more than mere- 
ly being polite and gracious. It includes 
deeds as well as words. To be really 
obliging one must be really helpful. Be- 
ing engaged in a service that brings most 
of the’ workers in it in close relation with 
the public, the need of courtesy on the 
part of employes in order to keep those 
relations cordial and pleasant has caused 


a great deal of emphasis to be laid upon 
iti 

The smile, the tone, the words used— 
these have been the theme of many a 
little lecture, printed and oral, but after 
all true courtesy is a matter of the spirit. 
If one does not really feel like doing a 
service for another, if one merely slips 
on a smile for the moment, if there is 
lacking an earnest wish to be helpful, the 
deception is easily noted and the results 
are nothing. It is effort wasted. 

If you want to be really courteous, 
learn the pleasure and personal profit 
that lies in service to others. If a pat- 
ron feels that you really wish to do some- 
thing for him, he is more likely to ac- 
cept readily your explanation of matters 
about which he has come to complain, 
than if you perform your part mechan- 
ically. Learn to smile because you mean 
it, not to smile as if you meant it; there 
is the same difference as between open- 
ness and slyness. 

Link up a desire to be helpful with in- 
telligent service, and you have the art 
of being courteous without trouble. 


y ‘ <=) 
j} OPCOVRSE IT PAY RENTAL 
FOR THE DIANO BUT EVEN 


SO | DONT eC 


THE VERY IDEA OF 

YOu CHARGING FOR 
FORE MOViItNnG THE TELE- 
ASEM OnOne DONT I Ray 


Miss Ila Gettemy 
“A” Operator, Beatrice 


NAMING CENTRAL OFFICES 

Telephone officers had the job of their 
lives in Minneapolis and St. Paul re- 
cently, where the unification of the 
automatic and manual services made 
necessary the renaming of the various 
central offices, twenty-nine in number. 
The names selected could not be con- 
fused, either in initial letters or in 
sound with any other of the twenty- 
eight. The first limitation. on wo1d 
building was the combination of letters 
and figures arbitrarily fixed by the ma- 
chine switching dials. These are as 


follows: 
y | 2 3 4 5 
ABC DEF GHI JKL 
6 7 8 9 0 
MNO PRS TUV WxyY 


Each central was given a code, mean- 
ing each could have a combination of 
two of the figures. If an office were 
given 23, for instance, the first letter 
in its name had to be A, B, or C and 
the second letter D, E, or F, because 
‘these appear on the dial under those 
two figures only. Given the first two 
letters the engineers then had to make 
up a complete word or name for that 


office. If you think that is an easy job,’ 
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try and fix up a name for the exchange 
that was given code 29, where the first 
letter had to be either D, E or F and the 
second W, X or Y. The engineers final- 
ly make it Dykewater, but they had 
to wrinkle their brains vastly to get it. 
In order to make a go of it the en- 
gineers had to abandon the old system 
of sticking to two syllable words only, 
and were delighted when they found 
that short letter sounds difficult to 
understand in a two-syllable word were 
ideal for three-syllable combinations. 
Then after the names were all selected, 
they had to be tested out, and when any 
confusion was noted it had to be 
changed. Atlases were the sources of 
inspiration for most of the names. 


HARDING A TELEPHONE MAN 

It will doubtless interest telephone 
workers to know that if Senator Warren 
G. Harding of Ohio, the republican nom- 
inee, is elected president, there will be 
in the white house a man who under- 
stands personally the problems of the 
telephone industry. 

Senator Harding is a part owner and 
a director of the Marion County Tele- 
phone Company, which serves 6,500 city 
subscribers and 500 rural stations in that 
section. He has served as an official of 
the company for fifteen years. 

The senator’s attitude towards the tel- 
ephone business may be gathered by some 
remarks made when he appeared on the 
program of the state independent asso- 
ciation in 1917. He appealed to the 
owners and workers to unite in support- 
ing the government in the prosecution 
of the war by each bearing their share 
of the responsibilities and work thrown 
upon their shoulders by the war. In his 
introductory remarks he told of his con- 
nection with the company and how the 
board had passed a resolution to give 
service, win the support of the com- 
munity even if no dividends were earned 
and that the directors were in favor of 
taking the public into their confidence 
with respect to the company’s affairs. 


WHO’S WHO 
“Please, Miss Central, will yer gimme back 
me two bits—I didn’t git the one I axed fer?” 
“Why then did you keep on talking ?’’ 
“Well, you see, miss, I thought ’twuz her, 
an she thought twuz me, ’twa’nt neither one 
of us— 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
Arthur A. Stoker, Instructor 
THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Previously Sincelast Total Average 


Reported Report to date Grade 

Answers. 10, Lessor Li ccss. -.cctesccete ahcsvenkcavens 450 37 527 07 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson I........ 463 31 494 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I.... 328 11 339 97 
Answers to*Lesson UL....2...2cc.c elk. 364 30 394 97 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson II........ 271 26 297 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II.... 159 9 168 95 
Answers to Lesson III............0..0..000000.000...... 188 37 225 93 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson III.... 198 20 218 
Answers to Demonstration IILI.............0...... 113 10 123 98 
Answers to Lesson IV..................2..--..-c000eeees 117 34 151 96 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV.... 138 24 162 
Answers to Demonstration IV.................... 719 12 91 97 
Answers to Lesson. Vid... 2 eieeen ne 89 30 119 97 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson V.... 80 20 100 
Answers to Demonstration V...................... 43 11 54 96 
Answers to Lesson VI-A..........................2... 17 78 95 96 
Answers to Lesson VI-B..................22..222..... 61 61 97 
ATINWETS' CO. GCSSOM® V Lie. io. o chec ices oceans 36 36 96 

30 30 98 


Answers to Lesson VIIL............................... 


THE HOWLING TELEPHONE SET 

Frequently some of us are asked to explain why a telephone howls when the 
receiver is held in front of and against the mouthpiece of the transmitter. Every 
repair man is familiar with the shrill musical note thus given out, but is not always 
in a position to explain its cause. The phenomenon is easily explained when the 
principles governing the operation of a telephone transmitter and receiver are 
applied. 

sf We would answer the query by saying that the sound was produced because 

of a reactive interference set up between the receiver and transmitter due to the 
parallel proximity of their diaphragms. | 

Let us take the conditions as presented in a magneto sub-set when the receiver 
and transmitter occupy positions as shown in the diagram. Suppose that the battery 
is delivering current thru the transmitter circuit, and that the receiver circuit is 
closed. In this event no sound will be given out as long as the resistance of the 
transmitter remains unchanged, because the battery current is steady and no change 
is being produced in the magnetic field surrounding the secondary winding of the 
induction coil. Therefore no current will be caused to flow -thru the receiver and its 
diaphragm will be at rest. 

Now if the carbon granules in the transmitter are disturbed, by any means 
which causes their resistance to be changed, a variable current will flow thru the pri- 
mary winding of the coil, thus causing a varying current to flow thru the coils of 


the receiver. This induced current sets up a To line 
vibration of the receiver diaphragm, which 
in turn sends an air disturbance over against vs | 
the diaphragm of the transmitter. The re- unlt, 
sulting varying pressure on the transmittter iti 
My + 1, rem 
diaphragm and granules alters the resist- « “—> 


ance of the transmitter, and the former 1) UAT ee 

sequence of events is repeated. mie 
The diaphragms are thus kept vibrating Shaan! 

due to their mutual excitation as long as = 

the battery current is able to supply the 

necessary energy to the transmitter and 

this in turn to the receiver diaphragm. Two 

things contribute to the failure of current: 

(1) the rising resistance of the granules due 

to overheatig, (2) exhaustion of battery. 

The set will operate with as much as 80,000 ? 

ohms connected in the receiver circuit. 


+ *, 
ors bre is et 
Regge ¢Seahaeay 
- ie rad 


BEATRICE 

Chas. Avey, of the Commercial Depart- 
ment, is quite adept at swarming and hiving 
bees. The other day he drove into the 
country on business and saw a swarm of 
bees. He immediately set about to swarm 
them. His young son sat in the car and 
honked the horn while Mr. Avey rushed 
madly around trying to think of something 
to do. 

Finally the queen bee settled sedately upon 
a limb and was soon followed by all the 
others. By the time they had all found a 
resting place, Mr. Avey’ had a swarm rival- 
ing a large watermelon in size and shape. 

The next thing to do was to find some- 
thing to put them in. After looking in vain 


around the vicinity of the tree for a hive,’ 


he came, nearly heartbroken, back to the 
car. There reposing in silent majesty lay a 
dry goods box. The wonderful sparkle again 
came to Mr. Avey’s eyes, and with a swiftly 
beating heart he approached the tree where 
hung his innocent victims. With the box 
held gingerly in both hands, he crept up 
with a stealthy tread. 

Then the fun started. Mr. Avey forgot 
that he was old and had a cold and thought 
he was a boy again. The great feat finally 
accomplished, he put the box, now full of 
bees, back into the car. With a light heart 
and absolutely no respect for speed limits, 
he headed for Beatrice. 

Arriving home, he excitedly called to his 
wife to come and view his catch. But—Ah! 
Mr. Avey! don’t, oh please don’t, take it so 
hard! Poor little bees. They need their 
freedom. When he opened the box he had 
six drone bees. The remainder of the swarm, 
led by the queen, had found the knot hole 
which Mr. Avey had overlooked and gone to 
find another abode. Good luck, little bees. 

Mrs. Sharp was the last to start on her 
vacation. After seeing all of her floek re- 
turned, rested and rejuvenated, she decided 
it was time for her to shed her responsi- 
bilities. She spent a few days ‘‘down on the 
farm’’ and the rest of the time visiting 
friends in various towns. 

Bill McMann, former test board man, at 
Beatrice and now wire chief in Nebraska 
City, dropped in the Beatrice terminal room 
the other day to “renew old acquaintances.’’ 

Miss Clara Schmitt has returned from her 
vacation spent in Omaha. Upon her return 
it was noticed that she is inclined to be left- 
handed although she had never been before. 
We can’t blame her though, because ‘it’ is 
a beauty. 
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switchboard man, has 


Mr. Rubelman, 
_ehanged his mind about his vacation. He’s 
going to Lincoln and Omaha and other points 


too numerous to mention. Are you sure 


going this time, Rube? 

Tillie Buehler, (alias Biller Teeler), of the 
Commercial Department, returned from a 
very enjoyable vacation spent in Estes Park 
and other points of interest in Colorado. 

Miss Katie Sturms, Assistant Chief 
Operator, and Miss Davis, “A” operator, 
both of Fairbury, visited the Beatrice office. 

Bob Robinson, a lineman, has resigned his 
position here and is going to Omaha. 

Mrs. Gretchen Brandt Oden was acting 
Chief Operator during Mrs. Sharp’s absence. 

Al Newman is spending a few days in Wil- 
ber where the ‘‘moon shines on the moon- 
shine’?. Al says corn prospects were never 
brighter. 

Miss Goldie Dick was employed in the 
Traffic Department. 

On the evening of September 1, Velmo 

Tatum made a trip to Tecumseh in his 
rusty little shovel for the purpose of visiting 
the ladies of the ‘49 Camp’. Reports a 
most enjoyable time. 
* Miss Evelyn Freeman, line operator, who 
will attend State University this year, has 
made arrangements to work in the Univer- 
sity ,Place office. We will miss Evelyn, but 
we may congratulate University Place on 
their gain. 

While Mrs. Glen Saum was_§ still Miss 
Emma Fox, a recorder, the girls gave her a 
hope-box shower. 
to arrive and they kept arriving till ten, 
when the ten o’clock girls arrived. 

Various ways of amusement were found. 
The ‘‘vic’’ was played, the piano-player was 
played and the girls played. They danced 
and they sang and they talked. (Of course 
they talked). 

And refreshments were served (ice cream 
and cake) angel food cake! Oh, boy! And 
the bride-to-be was presented with a set of 
silverware from the girls. Then Emma’s 
hope chest was inspected and commented 
upon. She must have been planning this 
stunt for some time as her chest was full 
of dainty house things. 

It was getting late. Some of the girls 
had gone home but the few who lingered 
fully appreciated the saxophone solo by 
Emma’s brother, accompanied by Miss 
Blanche Hadley, changed number operator. 

Max Cook, lineman, is back on the job 
again after a couple of weeks in the hospital. 

(Continued on page 12) 


About 8:30 they started’ 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, AUGUST 31, 1920 
Av’g. Same Northern District 
pubes Boe Mo.last Av’g. Same 
j x, 
Central District... 19923 50.22 $0.99 Number Ber" Moss 
Southern District caeveesewcssesne 19570 2S Bt Bea ver ( ‘rossing 38> > 1.90 ‘98 
Northern District................ 13480 Go 35 Bellwood ............ a pao meet. SOE i (4 1.18 
Western District................ 13688 “12 182 POR Aindict eet pe ene OO ‘0G 69 
, MOGSHAW? Lee o1o RS 66 
od U6] ve OE SOR eee eet ete fee ee 66661 $0.51 $0.50 eet | MES eee a a Die: 
ITU: case ee to ae 147 1.08 48 
Cedar -B)iffst st F3se47 330 44 9 
Ce nt ral Dist rict ( ‘olon onee tive teSewecesncaneveenedupsetscew 146 1 48) 1.45 
Cordova. eee ee ee 2(4- .G6 Ra 5) 
Bennet.) oe eee 381 49 ot David. Cityiw. eee. YTD 48 56 
CErenCd: Sasi 274 28 ob ie 2 56 Fg 1 Sree Ml eee he ene 118 26 25 
College View .............-------+- O24 39 40 Garland:’..4,.f5....02 Ra 188 1.65 1.94 
TAO etic ee. 204 60 oO GPOULIBOIG 5 cccete tees meron thaocactess 114 GO 1.30 
Wanton poe ea 138 4.58 DSi, Greshany fod seen eke 405 34 26 
GreenwoOO0Us few a. 221 ol 52 Hampton .............. elite Tad 172 1.06 1% 
PRA VOlOCK ok tee cates st 490 10 O4 theca ski eee ee 148 95 91 
Ldneoin: sii 8 he Mae 15632 13 1g Lushton .........2.. 2... 93 AS 32 
Malcolm S230... 2 120 76 G2 McCool... eesti eeceeeteees 298 69 61 
Panga Geek ce eee 189 71 Rolin © NECA ON seta Sr oycs sees newer hc 236 1.64 1.26 
Pleasant Dale 0.0.0.2... 144 G5 91 Milford ....... NYE te i (OI 34 3S 
RAYONG 2-3 -d oh tet oy. 2038 1.31 1.22 Octavia ........ sie steerneenteoetaseestenets 136 2.44 1.64 
University Place ............... 1183 29 OT OSCCOLRIN es ee Te eos. tt 682 81 SS 
Wiaverly ‘As2.-4.y..48.-i5-...,- 218 33 oS Polk sees. 222. wer 536 (32 29 
j : Seward eS Ae hs ee Le a 1.07 
ISLTICE ch RAS ede 9925 92 ee SSI OLD Wh gi tpocstnss hp ccse eet bodice ecncaast 362 26 ce 
Dagetice e Stromsburg ...... igs ADEA SES 701 49 26 
Tamora ...... Phe A fo Ee 196 38 24 
PPRaveryes. i lsh eR Rs °145 (Ova F "see 
LOTR eT Re) ee Cee Ae 341 42 20 
Southern District EP PAVED ALISO Mace theses ake 406 33 .60 
AGAIN } ina) Posh s ones pe ecaryeo enters BAG 1. lt Waco tena FUN 317 "86 ‘52 
ASHLAND ees ee eee eeeeeeeeeses 819 1.07 LOS, Wahoos tei hated. 985 45 36 
AMDUIN oot eeceeeseetseeereeeeeens 1137 78 TOS "WOT ge Lag ee cael 1936 43 30 
BGR tries (sti t.spccsceeresstecten-n0 27838 23 20. Hiltan! 7 Ae 939 115 "SQ 
Brockapn. Pi 20.255c ARI e..2... 186 4) 0 
Brownryville ee ee ee ee eee 73 BO OF District me! om | Beran 13480 65 58 
|sJeb rig! ety} AE) A Ba ee RE, 171 10 1a 
Olatomia) (ek -.scd Ae aeti- en 1.56 rat 
r 4 
See OPnieal Roser pepe: | a ron ity BB Western District 
DOQWaAtE ELAN sak te st. an. 37 30 321 Belvidere .......... Med Li 1 MER Ate 164 .96 23 
Douglas) 40 Oa Ae 198 ae OSs Bruning ) 2..2¢8.:44..2.2c4$24 277 60 1.06 
Dunbar (44h.2 ke hs 351 1.27 149; ) ;Carletam jt si et. s 2 st.cet 169 S81 59 
WK Greek iis ccssais. se... 125 1.47 2,41 Clay Center........:..000..00000.... YY We) 93 
Blmwood. j230h......6h tc... 3638 68 49. Deweese ®@ --..-F22-:, #2 82... 224 5.55 4.52 
Hndicott: 2h 7hUs-2..8 ts Siti -.t. 85 1.39 1.51 Dorchester... 431 1.26 AL 
WAI DULY) p2i4.mscsesccteegzissesece? 1799 25 Bey) amped 0 Ug a ae oe Pete Lee 449 1.25 AG 
KULICK? yee Pah ls ee, a 128 1.81 170A, Wxeter) Ok ee SEE ee 3. 418 32 27 
EM bold ty sae ee Ald tle, 556 28 82 Fairfield eee 397 82 36 
Tohnson fe Si va Bet. 296) 42 43 Fairmont ......@. 2.0... 373 24 25 
Liouisville) «2140... 285 44 46) VELTIGN A ree sees cestecehceonkas 648 “12 G7 
Murray GULL Maho le 196 1.37 V.US  — GOMEVA «eee erence eects 822 98 91 
Nebraska City ......ccc.- 1784 84 18Q Vo. Glan yilupee tw 2 eo ESE 250 I 91 
Nehawka 00... 218 1.65 LOS) © Graftong 6) 24322 Ne 201 61 AB 
Nem aia 26 22222). 4. es le 150 1.44 1.15 Guide Rock .......0.....00000....... 297 1.08 6.53 
Ovoer eg Dae es 8 99 34. B40 HADSEN one e eee - 165 1.60 1.7% 
1 EX=) SR ASD ee oe 364 41 OT) \Wbarvards pa nie ae cee, Hz 06 07 
Bickrell 4 W6..! AB w 121 58 62 Hastings ee 435 2 22 
Plattsmouth  —...........---.- 1063 44 4A Y EeDYOn © ois. k itis Seep eet . 557 18 RQ 
Plymouth -.4.2:.2-<.--140.2--2- 281 34 ay, Piuniataly. neces SR ee ee 166 et 0 
Steele City cece 184 8 1505 ue OMAN gay, Vhs ee 190 1.52 » 40) 
Steimaver o..ceceecsccseeee tie 228 66 TBR Uh QU ENE i teh a eee A 244 39 63 
Ss) od ba heh Bs, Bee ea 490 22 18 Proline to) boats Melee 7) 1.45 1.82 
Syracuse” 20k... 5k Beets 582 1.04 TO NPBPORSEL | Ss)... tees ste 136 95 AT 
Talmage) ..:.0del.ee ae. 261 4 45° Red. Cloudieid atk. s298 270 bt 2 
Teciimaens '7)5. seeks sees 858 1.15 1.04 Saronville  (.2..cc a. 174 21 4 
MO 1d 6 Pe iy crak es ee 245 30 2 Shivicleyh mahi tke lol 389 2.71 2M 
Weeping Water... 04 48 i6@ \ Strant ite ance hd 70 3.14 1.45 
AWGN) oY-122) Of, eee eer nen 61 5A SOR Superior eek esate hee 951 39 47 
MAN aa ye geet VY ek eke 2 591 0) Pep Ma STIELOML, Bot: ede eA, Cle 663 AS 19 
Wi CEC tdi 2a s--ecz-tesessoose 19570 58 Ash DIStricty Ve... ee 13688 72 ay 633 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEARTMENT, AUGUST, 1920 


Rank Station Chief Operator 


Good 
Go % %o % Out 
Out In Thru Total Calls 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


ee 163 178 229 16.3 27,633 


EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 


OT A,incoln.............--..- Miss A. Scouller.. 
7 Ashland 422s: Mrs. C. Hood......... 
25:1 David City............ Miss A. Sievers..... 
4 Dorchester............ Miss A. Simpson... 
9 WPIeNG. ss se Miss L. Johnson...... 
bbe Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss...... 
17-A Plattsmouth.......... Mrs. H. Wallick.... 
15 peward.2.5 - 21... Miss N. Gumbel.. 
16 WW RHO0 cheese Mrs. O. T. Reese... 


22 W. Water............. Miss M. Moulton.. 


OLALOL A VeLaAg@e. kG Se, 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. 


Sas 6.4 21.0 160 80 2,176 
ahd 13.0 8.0 15.0 18.0 1,910 
ia 55 ,48 ... 5.5 885 
oaks 74 36 44 «65 °° 1,192 
ie, 8.7 125 120 98 41,114 
es, 8.7 100 80 80 2,415 
ore) 85 40 80 80 3,208 
es 86 80 10 9.0 2,280 
sth 11.6 123 124 119 1,208 
a>. £ 8.7 93 85 88 16,328 


Murphy, District Traffic Chief 


11 Lo kegs eee epee ee Miss M. Beal..................- 7.8 6.0 8.8 7.6 867 
2 | chp /¢2) 3) sere Se eee Mrs. BR. Alloy 20. 3.8 Oe gta _ 388 1,161 
14 Feaipm One. 2oe 4 Miss E. Prescott.......... 8.4 2.5 13.0 9.2 1,102 
12 Geneva ct Miss B. Ladner .............. 8.0 7.1 10.6 8.7 2,486 
10 Harvard................ Miss. Heinw ak: Tas » haw 8.5 8.2 761 
27 HIGSEIN OS. 3.0 etes Miss H. Richeson......... 14.7 12.0 18.5 (14.7 15,190 
21 Hleprone 2. i5 Miss M. Bethschieder.. 113 125 195 15.2 1,248 
28 Osceola.................. Miss K. Gunm.................. 16.4 10.6 16.4 15.8 779 
24 Red Cloud............ Miss B. Havel.............. 120° 162" 10:89 4167. 768 
8 Stromsburg.......... Miss V. Richeson............ 6.9 1.9 12.4 10.6 771 
13 Superior............--:- Miss M. Atwater............ 8.2 11.0 200 11.0 3,983 
1 UtbONs eee Miss V. Grosshans....... 3.5 a a8. 335 980 
26 WY OTK 2 ioaree: Miss.) Hor.0- 0:2, 13.4 5.9 15.7 13.6 3,402 
OLA) VOL SAV. OLa SO cas.ccsiec celine. ssspeccesscseseeeees 9.4 6.1 12.3 10.6 33,448 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 

9-A. Auburn.................. Mrs. R. McFarland.......- 7.4 7.1 10.0 8.2 2,901 
23 Beatrice............... .Mrs. B. Sharp...........---- 11.7 109 166 12.1 6,988 
19 Dewitt. ::...04.-c.cn204. Miss E. Stegemann......- LOS Pei 11.4 10.0 751 
20 Pale Dur yesi sects. Mrs. M. Dove............-----« 11.4 96 104 115 3,285 
6  Humboldt.............. Miss ©. Gillan............... 59 818 ..... 5.5 1,061 
5 Nebr. City............ Miss I). Bader............--.--- 5.8 11.0 8.5 7.0 3,548 
6-A  Syracuse................ Mrs. E. Gately............... 0.9 10.7 7.3 7.0 993 
13-A  Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith............... 8.2 180 181 108 1,337 
18 Wialber...2..........s..3 Miss E. Korbel............... 9.9 8.0 1.2 1.8 1,069 
3 Wymore................ Miss R. McNelly........... 4.9 6.5 12.5 8.7 1,542 
otal or ‘Averare. sh... cist desncdse Bee 8.1 8.3 9.1 8.2 23.470 

Total or average for July! o-...:-..c0ccsosssescesteongees 11.0 91 12.7 11.5 94,470 
Total or average for August..........2.2.:.::-:::ee0008 10.6 103 13.2 10.9 100,879 


(Concluded from page i9) 

Carla Johnson and Mary Swartz are on 
the sick list. Almost everyone in the traffic 
department has had their name on the list 
this month. 

Does Mr. Kilmer, D. P. C. Clerk, ever go 
fishing? Oh, yes. Does he catch fish? Oh, 
Yes. How do you know? Does he show you 
the pictures? W-el-l-n-o-but he can tell 
fish stories! Oh-h-h-h-h-h! 


Alma Potts Barr, formerly chief operator 
at Beatrice, visited the office on Monday the 
second. 

Mrs. Brandt and Mrs. Oden spent a week 
end in Pawnee City with the former's 
mother. 

W. H. Caman, D. C. M., returned’ from his 
vacation which was spent in visiting friends 
and relatives in Cleveland, Ohio, and Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. 
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FRIEND 

Mrs. Myrtle Preston, night operator, spent 
an enjoyable vacation during the month of 
August visiting with friends in Imperial and 
Elmwood. 

Chris Haberman, manager, spent several 
days of his vacation the first part of Sep- 
tember in Omaha attending the American 
Legion Convention. 

John Haberman is acting manager at 
Friend during the absence of his brother 
who is on his vacation. 

Tillie Larsen, commercial clerk, spent a 
week end visiting with friends in Alexandria 
the latter part of August. : 


HASTINGS 

The annual picnic of the L. T. & T. Co. 
at Hastings was held on the Blue river near 
Leroy, Sunday, August the 15th; the place 
was ideal, the weather glorious, and we had 
a hilarious time, 

The forenoon was devoted to getting there 
and preparing the mid-day feast; only one 
of our party was displeased with the eats 
simply because no one brought cherry pie, 
we don’t like to mention his name but he is 
the District Traffic Chief. 

Quite an elaborate program was prepare 
for the afternoon: 

First event—Men’'s' footrace—200 yards. 
First prize, Jim Dudgeon; second prize, 
John Schultz. 

Second event—Ladies’ footrace—50 yards. 
First prize, Miss McIntyre; second prize, 
Miss Morrow. 

Third event—Children’s race. First prize, 
Walter Burr; second prize, Howard Burr. 

Fourth event—Men’'s three legged race. 
First prize, Dudgeon and Schultz; second 
prize, Mason and Ransom. 

Fifth event—Men’s sack race. Winner, 
Elgin Haynes. 

The sixth event was a tug o’ war, Murphy 
and McCulla being the captains. This event 
was of very short duration, because Mur- 
phy’s team walked away with McCulla’s 
gang. 

After the regular program was over, a 
ball game was Suggested and all being in 
favor of the game, McCulla took our regular 
team and Murphy the cripples; then the fun 
began, Mac pitched for his team and Burr 
for the cripples. At the end of the sixth 


“Telephone Terms—“An Extra Pair.” 


inning the score was a tie and Murphy’s 
team was willing to quit with a tie, but Mc- 
Culla’s team being so confident of their ball 
playing ability, insisted upon playing off 
the tie. So it was played off, Murphy’s 
team adding two to their score, leaving Mac 
with five. 

Most of the party went in bathing about 4 
p. m. and some of them went fishing. Bill 
Cummings thought he was pulling the bot- 
tom of the river out, but he only had a large 
turtle on his line and did not succeed in 
pulling it out. Shortly before the sun went 
down the entire party except the bashful 
ones were lined up and an attempt was 
made to get a picture. If the camera didn’t 
break we will show the picture later. 


August the eighth, Troy O. Rinehart was 
transferred from the Marysville exchange to 
Hastings as local manager. The Marysville 
exchange was sold to the United Telephone 
Company of Abilene, Kansas, May first. 

Miss Kathryn Quinn of the billing depart- 
ment resigned September the first and ex- 
pects to attend school this year. Miss 
Dorothy Miller of Crete has been employed 
to fill the vacancy. ; 

The Misses Erwin, Lewellen, Hayens, and 
Bacon were on vacations during the month 
of August. 

Miss Iva Lewallen visited home folks in 
St. Louis. 

The Misses Hayens visited friends in 
Omaha. 

The following former employes have been 
re-employed: W. A. Greenlief, Mrs. Myrtle 
Hayter, Hilda Heinz, Viola Richeson and 
Mary Lamps. 

Miss Grace Bruns writes that she is hav- 
ing a great time in Colorado Springs. 

Miss Irene Haynes, local supervisor, re- 
turned from York the 7th. Miss Haynes as- 
sisted in the York office about two weeks. 
We are glad to have her home again. 

Miss Marjorie Haynes has an offer to go 
to Lansing, Michigan, and drive a touring 
car back from the factory for one of the 
leading garages. The only condition under 
which we will let her go is that she take all 
of us along. 

Miss Hilda Heinz spent several weeks 
camping at Crete. 

Miss’ Stella Kopietz, assistant chief 
operator, visited home folks over Sunday. 
Her father, who has been ill, is better now. 

A surprise party was held at the home of 
Miss Hilma Kissinger in honor of Miss Iva 
Lewallen, who has resigned to accept a po- 
sition at Madrid, Nebraska. The program 
was for a children’s party and everyone * 
came dressed accordingly. ‘‘Little’’ Kathryn 
Schaefer with her big pink bow on her hair 
and half socks made a very cute little girl. 
Refreshments of milk, graham crackers, 
bananas and all-day suckers were served. 
Miss Lewallen was presented with a box of 
Slationery from the ‘‘bunch’’. 

Sh-h! Have you heard about the Hastings 
uffice? Some of the operators have been very 
much shocked. Why? The new head bands 
are so sensitive that some of the girls have 
“almost’’ been electrocuted. 

HUMBOLDT 

TL. O. McClintock, manager at Humboldt, 

and Ed. Dorland, Jr., spent a day at Big- 
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lowe Lake, Mo. Don’t mention ‘‘Sunburn”’ 
to Mr. McClintock. 

Miss Mary James, operator at Humboldt, 
also drove over to Biglowe Lake, Mo., and 
spent a day picnicking with a party of 
friends. 

Miss Rose Fankhauser, relief operator at 
Humboldt, attended a family reunion at the 
farm home of her father south of Humboldt 
at which more than sixty members of the 
family were present. 

After planning to spend their vacation: at 
Biglowe Lake, Mo., and through a miscal- 
culation on the part of the manager there so 
that it was impossible to get a cottage, Miss 
Catherine Eillan, chief operator at Hum- 
boldt, with her father and sister and two 
girl friends, went instead to Horky’s Park 
near Crete. It was a beautiful place and 
Manager Horky did everything possible to 
make everyone comfortable and _ happy. 
They had a delightful time swimming, boat- 
ing and resting. 

Miss Lear Zook, operator at Humboldt, 
spent several days during August in Pawnee 
City visiting relatives. 

Edward Dorland, Jr., troubleman at Hum- 
boldt, is enjoying an automobile trip to Colo- 
rado. He will be gone some time. 


LINCOLN 

Miss Irene Duncan, of the cashier’s office, 
spent her vacation in Denver and Estes 
Park the latter part of August. She reports 
a fine trip and a good time. 

Miss Anna Sirinsky, of the cashier's office, 
spent two months in California visiting all 
points ‘of interest. 

We hear that Miss Duncan, of the cashier’s 
office, has been greatly interested in chau- 
tauquas this summer. Now that the season 
is over, she sure wears the ‘‘sunny smile’’. 
How about it. Irene? 

Mr. Cunningham, district foreman of the 
Hastern District. savs that his Ford car has 
developed a rattle which imitates his whistle 
exactly. There must be something wrong 
with one'’or the other as a Ford car which is 
loose in the joints sure makes some racket, 
not mentioning Cunny’s whistle. 

Ralph Breiner, switchboard supervisor, is 
transferred to Duluth, Minnesota, during the 
hav fever season. Herbert Jenkins is in 
charge of the switchboard department during 
his absence. 

Papa Peachman, of the toll test room, has 
finally got his Maxwell to working. and is 
taking the, family out for an airing occa- 
sionally. 

Lester Weatherly has been added to the 
night switchboard foree, taking the place of 
Lester Endres, who left the service the first 
of August. 

The gangs of the toll wire chief’s depart- 
nent are busy nowadays tree trimming, re- 
pairing and general inspection of toll and 
farm lines. 

It is suggested that Jackson give a write- 
up on the base ball team for the past season. 

Jrover Griffith. night toll testboard man. 
took a couple of days’ vacation and spent 
the time painting his house. 

Ned Fisher. night switchboard Supervisor 
says it’s too hot to sleep these days, and is 
praving for cooler weather. . 

Foreman A. B. Smith, returned from nis 
vacation spent in Colorado. 


Combinationman Harvey Betz spent his 
vacation travelling through Iowa and South 
Dakota via the automobile route. 

Lineman H. A. Betz spent his vacation in 
Sioux City, lowa. 

The baseball team discovered that Combina- 
tionman Perey Cunningham was a pitcher, 
und since then the team has won two games. 

Alex Seamark, of the toll department, sug- 
¢ests a contest between Mr. Siggs and Mr. 
Knee. The question is: Whose tobacco and 
pipe smells the worst? Off-hand, either par- 
icipant has a good chance to win. 

If you are sore because there were no 
news items from Lincoln in the, last issue 
of The Lincoln Telephone News, just follow 
our example. 

It is reported, and the report is from.a 
good authority, that our District Foreman 
Cunningham is an enthusiastic gardener 
He spends almost every evening in the 
garden. Ask him for crop information. 

S. Sehneider and Arthur King, of the toll 
wire chief’s department, have been under 
the care of company physicians for the last 
week. Mr. Schneider is suffering from an 
infected ‘“gaff’’ wound, while Mr. King is 
puting up a battle against poison ivy. Both, 
we are glad to report, are rapidly recovering. 

W. P. Kimball, district traffic chief of the 
Eastern District. is the proud father of a 
new baby girl. No wonder he is so awfully 
happy. ‘ 

T. S. Risser, equipment wizard, has 
figured out how to work a switchboard in 
Lincoln while the board is still under con- 
struction in Chicago. He can.install boards 
on paper where there is no board at all in 
reality. He knows how many bricks it will 
take to construct new South Office. He 
knows how many mills in diameter hole in 
floor should be for new cable. He knows 
where new boundary line is and almost 
everything, but darned if he knows how to 
part his hair. 

As these notes go to press, we are busily 
engaged installing telephone service at the 
State Fair Grounds. “Pete’’ Tefft is doing 
most of the work on the switchboard with 
the assistance of Leibhart and ‘‘Pep’”’ Saund- 
ers; Brewster and Risser come in for their 
share of the glory, but ‘‘Pete” don’t say it 
that way. 

R. E. Burkett is doing his bit also, while 
Wilson, Davis, Martin, Flanagan, Barney 
and Pettit are trying to be on all sides of the 
grounds at one time stringing P. O. D., ete. 

It would be all right if Barratt and 
Thorgy could make up their minds where to 
install the booths, but gosh, a fellow can’t 
wait on these guys, you know. Anyway let’s 
see who’s turn it is to buy Camels. Milt, 
pass the pills. Thanks. A 

Miss Maude Hall, trouble supervisor, has 
resigned and is going back to New York 
with her mother. 

Mrs. Grace Smith is trying out on Miss 
Hall's job and Miss Daisy Tryer is trying 
out on cable eclerk’s job. 

George Gorham. an old emplove is back 
on the job again in the switchroom. 

“Chick’’ Meshier is still singing, ‘‘Where 
do I go from here?” 

Switchmen of the main office have received 
announcement of the marriage of Clell Joln- 
son, a former employe of the switchroom. 
He is at home to all his old friends and 
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fellow employes at 1519 E street, Lincoln. 

Word was also received from D. V. Cary, 
a former employe of the switchroom, that 
he had taken ‘‘the fatal step’, and was 
located somewhere in New York City. At 
time of writing he was having trouble in 
locating suitable apartments. 

Cable gang in Lincoln service department 
have been away from Vine street so long 
now that they will have to get acquainted 
all over again the next time it rains. The 
boys have spent so much time along Vine 
street this summer that they were on speak- 
ing acquaintance with most everyone that 
passed by. 

Miss Grimm, former information record 
clerk, was a visitor. 

T. C. Rice was seen hanging around the 
Office a few days ago. Nothing like the old 
Stamping grounds, is there, T. C.? 

Doe. Blodgett is selling auto tires now. 
Got ‘‘tired’’ selling autos, I suppose. 

Chas. Brown, main office supervisor, is 
having quite a run with new “squeaks” 
fately.. In again, out again, Flanagan. Eh, 
Chick? : 

M. Gass has found out that a rope hanging 
from a platform is a poor thing to try and 
climb. Anyway Millard was running around 
lately minus ‘‘specks’’ and nose bandaged 
With adhesive tape. 

Everett Rector, troubleman, was off duty 
a few days on account of «a can top slipping 
down and bruising his hand, causing infec- 
tion. 

Bill Rustin, south office supervisor, is 
wondering: where the shower bath is to be 
located in the new building. “Hope you 
won't wait that long before next bath, Bill.” 

Five automatic trunks from College View 
Exchange were installed in main office. 
thereby giving operators access to every 
number in Lincoln directory where ‘‘F’’ num- 
bers only could be dialed formerly. Oper- 
ators say new trunks are working fine. 

Carl Keester, combinationman, Lincoln, is 
learning to ride a motorcycle. He gets along 
all right while the sun is shining, but Carl 
“beats it’’ for cover every time a cloud comes 
up. You know Carl is a short legged little 
cuss and can’t reach the pavement with his 
feet while straddling the motorcycle, 

J. A. Clark, cable ‘‘grunt’’, says it's a 
dirty trick for ‘‘Cunnie’s’’ whole gang to get 
up on a pole and then jump on his back while 
he was stooping over to pick up some ma- 
terial. 

NEBRASKA CITY 

Mr, MeMahan has just returned from his 
vacation which he spent with his parents aft 
Geneva. 

Mr. Burge of the Fairbury exchange was 
doing special work on the switchboard at 
Nebraska City the first of this month. 

John Collins has entered the employ of 
the Plant Department as lineman. 

Miss Helen Fritz, of Nebraska City, re- 
ceived a lovely box of candy from Howe 
Brothers’ ‘Tire Shop, for good service 
rendered. 

Miss Helen Tucker has been employed in 
the traffic department at Nebraska City. 

Miss Bonnie Secord, of Nebraska City, left 
the employ of the company August 380th. 
Miss Leota Higgins, a former employe at 
Nebraska City, died August 18th. She was 


a very efficient operator and has hundreds 
of friends who will mourn her loss. The 
following operators acted as_ pallbearers: 
Misses Violet Abernathy, Lillian Bader, 
Violet Omacht, Julia Dillman, Ruth Metz, 
and Elizabeth Marquis. 

Miss Julia Dillman, line operator at Ne- 
braska City. was off duty a few days on 
account of losing her voice, cuused from a 
bad cold. 

Miss Irene Anderson, of the traffic de- 
partment at Nebraska City, has resigned 
and moved to Shickley, where she will work 
for the Telephone Company at that place. 
Yes, Irene, we shall miss you, but here's 
Wishing you all the luck in the world. 

The Nebraska City operators are glad to 
have the Misses Sink and Kissel again on 
duty, they having been off on account of sick- 
ness. 

Miss Irene Platner, of Nebraska City, has 
resigned and will attend school. 

Misses Helen Fritz and Jocie Thompson, 
of Nebraska City, visited the Lincoln office 
August 30th. 

A certain operator at Nebraska City was 
out car-riding one beautiful moonlight even- 
ing. She claims to be an expert at driving, 
but Oh! For some reason unknown she was 
trying to climb a bank and I[ guess she 
thought the steering wheel was up in the 
air some place. We wonder what would 
have happened if someone else had not, been 
along. , 


Miss Alward, Beatrice’ 
“A Operator. She has been with the company 
2 years, 
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Mrs. Wallick, our chief operator, and Miss 
Foster, of this exchange, wish to challenge 
the entire circuit to a popcorn eating con- 
test. The challengers reserve the right to 
reject all contestants having a known ca- 
pacity of less than a bushel. So enthusiastic 
are they over their coming championship 
that they have inaugurated us a slogan the 
short and snappy words of ‘‘Pip for Pop- 
corn.” 


PLATTSMOUTH 

Some people look foolish by nature, others 
have foolishness thrust upon them, as it 
were. <A case of the latter kind occurred 
the other day, when Tom Swoboda, our old 
time bug hunter, came down about fourteen 
feet of pole in nothing flat. The foolish look 
occurred while Tom was looking around the 
pole to see if the writer had missed his 
demonstration concerning the force of 
gravity. 

We strongly suspect it was a goose, who 
sent us to look for an open in a subscriber’s 
line, which had previously been disconnected 
for non-payment of dues. 

While we wish to cast no insinuations con- 
cerning the bony construction of any man’s 
anatomy, we think it well to relate one con-, 
cerning our genial friend, Albert Cotner, 
who, while standing in a stooping position 
in a darkened cellar, suddenly straightened 
up, and thereby caused his head to come in 
contact with the pointed tip of an electric 
light globe that was fastened to the rafters 
above. Albert says that the tip must have 
penetrated to the bone, but stoutly maintains 
that the darned globe was not damaged in 
the least. Now it looks to the writer that 
the globe must have been a mighty strong 
one ta stand such a shock, or else it didn’t 
require much of a blow to drive the tip to 
the bone. Which do you think? 


SEWARD 
L. B. Mapel, former manager at Utica, is 


our new manager and wire chief, taking 


charge August 7th. 

Nellie Gumbel, chief operator, spent her 
vacation visiting her brother, Alvin Gumbel, 
and friends in Greenwood, Mississippi. 

The operators were the recipients of a 
pleasant surprise one day the middle of the 
month, when Mrs. Miers sent them some 
fried chicken, rolls, hot coffee, and dough- 


nuts. This good-hearted lady is the mother 


of Alma Miers, toll operator, and was voted 
a very generous personage. 

Miss Douty, bookkeeper, was’ absent 
several days on account of the serious ill- 
ness of her sister. 

Miss Craige, local operator, is visiting in 
Milford and Miss Gaskill, an ex-operator, is 
filling her place until her return. 

Miss Mostag, who has been on the sick 
list for auite a while, is back on the job 
with a smile. 

Miss Henderson, toll operator. visited from 
Saturday to Wednesday in Fairmont the 
last week in August. Her sister, Mrs. 
Miers, an ex-operator, fulfilled her duties 
during her absence. 

Bert Miers and Mr. Gake, of the plant de- 
partment, are enjoying their vacations at 
this writing. 

On the chief operator’s return to duty on 
August 30th, she was greeted with a general 
atmosphere of welcome. The girls under the 


supervision of Miss Landon had cleaned the 
operating and rest room until they fairly 
shone aud new pictures were hung on the 
walls. They also didn’t forget their chief’s 
failing, for in every vase were flowers of 
every kind. 

Cernel Miers and Clyde Rick are new men 
on the plant payroll. 

Bert Miers, of the plant department, 
started his vacation Monday, August 23rd. 

Laura Douty, ot the commercial depart- 
ment, went to Lincoln August first, to be 
with her sister who underwent an operation 
for appendicitis. She is getting along nicely 
and we wish her good health in the future. 


GARLAND 
Clyde Rick, of the plant department, is 
taking care of the trouble at Seward during 
the absence of Bert Miers. 
Eva Kapke, chief operator, has returned 
from her vacation. She spent part of the 
time camping at Crete. 


SYRACUSE. 

Guss Windels has resigned the position as 
night’ operator and has taken charge of a 
tailor shop. We wish you luck, Guss. 

Mrs. Freda Llewellyn has resigned her 
position as day operator. She and her hus- 
band will go to Omaha, where he will attend 
school. 

Miss Sophia Windels has returned from a 
trip to Colorado, where she spent her vaca- 
tion. She reports a very enjoyable trip and 
would like to go again. 

Miss Lillian Niebuhr has resigned her 
position as day operator and will attend 
school in Lincoln. 

Miss Olive N. Noble, of Beatrice, spent 
four days in Syracuse acting as night 
operator. She left via ‘‘Ford’’ for Lincoln 
where she endeavored to board the train for 
Beatrice. Some girls are lucky anyway, 
when it comes to getting ‘‘Fords’’. 

A few nights ago some one tried to enter 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Gately. 
Mrs. Gately Said she was not scared, but 
Was most Sure that Mr. Gately was. 

Miss Freda Pickett, of Unadilla, has been 
employed as night operator to fill the va- 
caney caused by the resignation of Mr. 
W indels. - 

WANTED—Copy of December, 1918, Tele- 
phone News. Will pay $1.00 for it delivered 
in Syracuse, Nebraska. Address Guy N. 
Sallee. 

Miss Elsie Gillermann has been employed 
as day operator to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Lillian Niebuhr. 


New Exchange Building, Milford 
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Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


. GENERAL 
FRANK H. WOODG..................00..... rake be eg Oe oe ee ye a a .-President 
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COMMERCIAL 
RSE MAT TISON See ee eee Commercial Superintendent 
W. THORGRIMSON ....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
W. E. BELL.................... District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. H. CAMAN................ District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
W. C. COOPER............... District Commercial Manager, Western District 
PLANT 
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HEY He WHE LER Sr ee one ae ee Plant Engineer 
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H. W. WHEELER..........0.0..000.0........ District Plant Chief, Western District 
TRAFFIC 
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Res BS ES Wis Dik eccee oe oe LO a a ae Traffic Engineer 
W. P. KIMBALL.......0..00000000000000.... District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 


District Traffic Chief, Southern District 
District Traffic Chief, Western District 


2 > “EL ivy : 
| ae ,, ’ >t : > “ 
Ni MYeh 8 r - 7 
> rE Ph By 
_ q rw ’ 
SS s 
\ SS 
Ww . “ 
oN 
- \) 
oN 
\ 4 . ~ < ie aL 3 
~ — = eEEOoEeEeEeEeEeEeEee—eeeeeeeee > pet SSeS 6 ee ee —- ~ 
| Nice Sa ee eR POE) FEF ee a weed. oh + ag ak oat a 


OH a a me ee ne me ee ee eT ee A =m 


- 
' ~~ 
rN 
: 
—— ———— GEE, IM GOING TO HAVE A ——~ 
W CAMOUFLAGE, - THiS Door CoRTAIN H {SCENE “TONIGHT L TOLD THE 
BSne, SERS BMS I SPR LO ANS oN) | QRS) CAG I Sa ar 
3 = = 1 — = 
BLAME. IT On THE }} | CAN SEE THE TELEPHONE} 
A 
TIMES AND THE 
= was BvVSy. ~ 
» 
\ 
yy 
N ~\ o : Pr: a 17 : ; NS, i \ . * * ~ \ os 2 — : 7 . “CAP Sree 
SAI A a net j NN a i 
‘aly vow Oe Set feet fs J Fig | 7 
AE | BiEH OLE aM Ge DN Os RE mS ESN 
ILL CAMOUFLAGE, TIM,AND\ |{ YOU SEE | CALL HI . 
LEAVE THE PHONE OFF THE )f\JUST TO_MAKE 5 
Hoon SO THE MISSES CANT 
wi. ME, SHE’LL BLAME 
THE PHONE. 
® 
iV 


“genes Sas 


2 iin 


Qeeee OY ecco fl ee Hf eee 
a L} Rr Be fe HN ef emma ff mem tf ee 8 es lf em ee ff me ff] me ff ef BA em fe fj oe Mf ff oe fl ee ff fe ff ae ff Hf ff oe ff dy eR Al SG ce ff] come ff ff ease | jf eaten i ff eee (omer ff i cm fl 


a 
— 


i 


7, se 


Ahem Some | hoes FR i homme fhe Nha ee ee Fe Th | eee fl Fan ae i ee ee eh Be hy. OCTOBER | | , 1 920 


4 _ 
ofe (0) cee [] Bf comme 7] foe 21 1) me 6] fl ces J] ff commen fj Ff mmm 9) fj come ff] cme [7 [pcm ff] ff cms fff mms ff [J cme | [] cen | | om |, com mm | jf meme 1] Jf common fj |) comme [| comes [Jf sms | femme [jf] od [fee ff ee eee fe ff ff ff a fff Uff ff om ff Hf ere fl Uf eee ff a jf ce fA ee i cee Bf bf come 1 ese f tf com ff come i 1 an 


ePerwroroeooeroqooeooco ee ew ow eo ew ee wo ee om ew om om = <{o oeowewvwo 2 oe @e @w@w oewewwaewe ese @ ew ewe 2a ese e222 @ @ @ @ @ BD 


e o@odaoweooeoweoweoeoweow 2 fo @ 2s @ ooo om oo wo om ew Ooo oO Oo oO OD Oo we Se CO ew Oo = 


Get Every Gover of Viberip 
Obey the Lau 


Abraham Lincoln said: 


“Let every American, every lover of liberty, 
every well wisher to his posterity swear by the. 
blood of the revolution never to violate in the least 
particular the laws of the country and never to 
tolerate their violation * * * Let every man re- 
member that to violate the law is to trample on 
the blood of his father and to tear the charter of 
his own and his children’s liberty. Let reverence 
for the laws be breathed by every American 
mother to the lisping babe that prattles on her 
lap; let it be taught in schools, in seminaries, and 
m colleges; let it be written in primers, spelling 
books and in almanacs, let it be preached from the 
pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls and en- 
forced in courts of justice. And, in short, let tt 
become the political religion of the nation, and let 
the old and young, the rich and poor, the grave and 
the gay of all sexes and tongues and colors and 
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DROPPING OF PRICES . 


The reduction in prices from the high 
level to which they were first forced by 
war necessities and then maintained be- 
cause of the scarcity due to the with- 
drawal of so many, men from the indus- 
tries that ordinarily attend to our wants 
is now in full swing. Just how fast and 
how far it will go are questions that 
none of those who pretend to be able 
to understand the ebb and flow of busi- 
ness tides are able to agree upon. 


One thing is certain, however, and that 
is that telephone companies, in common 
with other consumers, will welcome the 
new order of things and the new level 
of prices. The cheapest thing that the 
public has been getting in the last four 
years has been telephone service. The 
price index issued periodically by the 
government shows that the average in- 
crease in prices from 1914 to the late 
high level was over 100 per cent, if in- 
cluded are the things most generally 
used, food, articles of wear and the like. 
Some articles have gone up several hun- 
dred per cent, and practically none lower 
than 50 per cent above 1914 levels. 

Telephone service, on the contrary, has 
not increased above 25 per cent in cost. 
This has been true in spite of the fact 


that operating expenses have increased 


startingly, wages, materials, supplies 
and taxes. The recession in prices comes 
at a time when most telephone companies 
had reached the limit of their endurance, 
and were about at the point of being 
forced to seek further increases. Even 
yet it is not plain that the price reduc- 
tions will be sufficient in their lines to 
avert this. 


The demands upon the companies for — 


additional service are great, and these 
must be met whenever humanly possible. 
Additional equinment means added 
money, and this can come from only one 
source, those who have it to invest—and 
they will not invest unless assured that 


dividends will be earned. That is the 


problem the companies are still faced 
with and which has not yet been solved. 


CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 

The new constitution adopted at the 
special election of Nebraska voters on 
September 21st makes some changes in 
the fundamental law relating to public 
utilities. Every one of them must here- 
after report to the railway commission 
under oath on whatever matters the com- 
mission decides or the legislature pre- 
scribes. Apparently this will enable the 
commission to do what it has long felt 
to be necessary for the public benefit, 
and that is to require the municipally 
owned utilities to make the same kind 
of reports on the same standard forms 
as the privately owned utilities do. This 
will make it possible to compare results, 
and to accurately determine whether 
public ownership is entitled to the pop- 
ularity it enjoys with some people. 

Another new section forbids the con- 
solidation of public utilities that are com- 
petitive without permission of the com- 
mission, and provides that the legisla- 
ture may require all public utilities to 
exchange business through physical con- 
nection, joint use, connected service or 
otherwise. 

Another section forbids any increase 
in the capital stock of utilities except 
after public notice and in such a manner 
as the law may prescribe. For the first 
time in Nebraska the need of a depre- 
ciation reserve is recognized in the fun- 
damental law; this by a provision that 
“no dividend shall be declared or dis- 
tributed except out of net earnings after 
paying all operating expenses including 
a depreciation reserve sufficient to keep 
the investment intact.” 

Still another new section puts restric- 
tions on the issue and sale of corporate 
stock generally, prohibits fictitious is- 
sues, declares all securities must be rep- 
resented by actual money contributed 
or labor done. and is generally designed 
to prevent fraud and speculation. 
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Miss Mildred Love, Commercial clerk at 
Geneva. 


TALKING OVER A TELEPHONE 


Most of us take everything for granted. 
We pick up a telephone, get a connec- 
tion, talk and then hang up. Few of us 
ever stop to think how it was done. Yet 
it is well worth while to know. 


The two essential parts of a telephone 
are the transmitter, through or into 
which we talk, and the receiver, by means 
of which we hear what is said to us. 
When a person talks he sets in motion 
certain air waves. If he attempts to 
speak to a person without the use of a 
telephone he finds that the sound carries 
a comparatively short distance. The 
waves that his voice sets in motion find 
themselves opposed by a great body of 
air that soon quiets and destroys them. 
In other words, through the air, sound 
can be carried but a short distance. 

If an electric current is set in motion 
over wires it will carry hundreds and 
thousands of miles. The primary pur- 
pose of the telephone is to take the air 
waves set in motion by the sound pro- 
duced by one’s voice, translate them into 
electrical waves, carry them over the 


line and translate them into air waves 
again. 

When you talk into a transmitter the 
air waves set in motion by the sound of 


_the voice pass through the mouthpiece 


and set in motion the diaphragm, a flat 
disc of thin metal clamped about the 
edges but free to vibrate in the center. 
It is attached in the middle to a little 
round box partly filled with fine grains 
of hard carbon. This is known as the 
button, and it is connected with an elec- 
tric battery. When the diaphragm is 
set in motion by the air waves beating 
upon it these bits of carbon are pressed 
together, forming an excellent path for 
the electric current, which sends out the 
sounds as electric waves over the wire. 

In the receiver is affixed another dia- 
phragm which lies very close to the pole 
pieces of an electric magnet. The electric 
waves carrying the sound waves put into 
motion by the talker come in first in one 
direction and then another, and cause the 
diaphragm to vibrate back and forth in 
tune with them. In this way the receiv- 
ing diaphragm faithfully reproduces each 
vibration of the sending diaphragm, and 
as it beats on the air it sends out sound 
waves exactly similar to those issuing 
from the mouth of the distant speaker, 
except that they are not so loud. For 
this reasom the receiver, which excludes 
all outside noises, is necessary. 


WEALTH 


Poor, am I? Nay, I am rich though 
penniless. I have my wish—can all your 
wealth buy more? You own the land. 
I own the landscape. It is well. I would 
rather hear the laughter of my little boy, 
the song that springs involuntarily to his 
mother’s lips; I would rather be cashier 
of a bank of kisses with a billion in re- 
serve; I would rather direct a syndicate 
of smiles paying daily dividends of hon- 
est joy; I would rather be treasurer of 
a trust company having a paid-up capi- 
tal of splendid hope and a charter per- 
petual in this world, and the next—I 
would rather own these dollarless re- 
sources of content than to be able to 
draw my check for a million with which 
I could purchase neither love, happiness, 
nor immortality. 


Politics is the science of government. 
Let us change the term politician to 
something good. 
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ALL DOLLARS ARE EQUAL 


We heard a man say the other day 
that he had no way of knowing. whether 
if he invested any of his savings in the 
stock of the telephone company, his dol- 
lar would buy just as large an interest 
in the company’s property as did the dol- 
lars of those who put their money into 
the business early in its corporate life. 
He was mistaken. 


The dollar that am employe of the com- 
pany puts in now goes in on exactly the 
same basis as did the dollars of the di- 
rectors and others who invested ten, 
twelve or sixteen years ago, and gives 
him exactly the same share in the prop- 
erty and in the dividends as any dollar 
these. men put in. For every dollar’s 
worth of stock issued by this company 
a dollar has gone into the business. There 
is not a dollar’s worth of water in the 
company. 

The word of the company’s officers 
need not be taken for this statement, 
if there is any disposition to question it. 
The state railway commission took 
charge of all telephone companies in the 
state, in a regulatory capacity, several 
years before the Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph Company was formed out of 
the old exchange and toll companies, and 
before that body approved of the consol- 
idation and its various stock issues it 
thoroughly investigated the corporate 
history of all of these companies. Every 
dollar of stock issued since then has been 
by permission of the commission, and 
always after being fully informed as to 
what is: to be done with the proceeds 
when sold. 

The state goes further. It requires the 
company, not because it questions the 
judgment or honesty of its officials, but 
in order that the record may be there 
for all to read who desire to do so, to 
make full rerort with what is done with 
the money received from the sale of 
stocks. 


THE INDIGNANT SUBSCRIBER 

The newspapers have no monopoly on 
the indignant subscriber, the man or 
woman who just knows they are being 
deprived of some sort of service they are 
sure they paid for. Just now the tel- 
ephone companies are getting jolted more 
often than ever before. The editorial 
paragraphers, the chaps in the movies, 


the fellows who draw the cartoons and 
the ones who write the stories in the 
magazines seem to have suddenly dis- 
covered a new source of inspiration in 
the character of the telephone service 
given these days. ° 

Most of this is unjust and should be 
resented. The fact that there is some 
basis for the claim that the service is 
not as good as it should be calls for 
patient investigation of the causes and 
their removal very promptly thereafter. 
The nervousness that is so marked a 
characteristic of human conduct follow- 
ing great strains has descended upon 
most’ persons since the war relieved 
them of that worry and tension. This 
nervousness is shown in greater irrita- 
bility and quickness of temper. We have 
less patience and a greater desire to fly 
out at somebody. 

The periodicals that jibe at the tel- 
ephone service are doing the public an ill 
turn. They give people the idea that the 
service is bad and nobody who ap- 
proaches the use of a telephone with 
that notion in his head can hope to be 
satisfied. As a matter of fact the de- 
moralization of service that necessarily 
accompanied preparation for war and 
getting an army into the field ended 
months ago, and while it has not yet 
been possible to get all the necessary 
equipment as promptly as possible, serv- 
ice has been getting better al! the time. 

If the indignant subscriber could be 
brought to understand just what patient 
and intelligent efforts are being made 
to give service, he might give that co- 
operation that is necessary for the best 
service. | 


Plant employes at York, whose good work 
will soon be rewarded with a new central 
office building and equipment. 
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- SYNOPSIS OF BENEFITS PAYABLE TO EMPLOYES UNDER THE 
BENEFIT PLAN | 
SICKNESS DISABILITY BENEFITS 


Term of Continuous Employment Maximum Periods of Benefits in Case of 
' Continued Disability 


2 years less than 5 yearsS.......-......0.222.---cisse---ee0- 4 weeks’ full pay, 9 weeks’ half pay. 
5 years but less than 10 years........000022..000....... 18 weeks full pay, 18 weeks half pay. 
IORVearspandvover: © is 100 oe BRL e Te Bie 13 weeks full pay, 39 weeks half pay. 


DEATH BENEFITS DUE TO SICKNESS—Benefit Payable to Wife or Other De- 
pendent Relatives (not to exceed $2000) 


Term of Continuous Employment 
5 years but less than 10 years............-22.............- 6 months’ salary. 
HORVeCATS PANGUOVeI se) fee an ee Ee 1 year’s salary. 
Accident Disability Benefits 

Total Disability—Full pay 13 weeks, half pay for remainder of disability. Max- 
imum benefits to be $20.00 a week after six years of benefit payments. 

Partial Disability—For first 13 weeks, 100% of loss in earning capacity; for 
remainder of disability, 50% of loss in earning capacity. Period of payments not 
to exceed six years in all. 

Death Benefits Due to Accident. 

Three years’ pay, not to exceed $5.000, and the necessary expense of burial, not 
to exceed $150.00. 

Death benefits are payable to a wife or other dependent beneficiary, designated 
by the employe, in accordance with the provisions of the Benefit Plan. Employes 
who desire to change the names of their beneficiaries previously entered on their 
record of service card, Form S. N. 300, on file, should notify the Employes’ Benefit 
Fund Committee, Lincoln, Nebr. 

Pensions 

One percent of annual salary for each year of service, based on average an- 
nual pay for ten years. The minimum pension will be $20.00 a month, but this is 
not to apply to disability pensions granted to employes of less than 20 years’ serv- 
ice or.to pensions granted to “part time” employes. 

Age Terms of Continuous Employment 
60 years, male, 55 years female 20 years or more : 
55 years, male, 50 years female 25 years or more Subject to the ap- 
Less than 55 years, male 30 years or more }Proval of the presi- 
Less than 50 years, female 30 years or more | dent acs Ge aceas 
‘Disability pension (if totally disabled) 15 years or more | dent of the Company 


Benefits Paid by L. T. & T. Co. Since Establishment of the Fund 


During 3 years During 1st 
ending 12-31-19 8 mos. 1920 Total 
Sick benefits and pensions paid employes.... $7,099 $1,335 $8,434 
Accident Benefits paid employes.................... 9,135 5,220 14,355 
Hospital and surgical treatment paid for 
Injured Employes - 22s... c.0ct-.csetcsdeectekh 6.708 1,550 8,258 
Death Benefits due to accidents...................... 3.919 816 4,735 
Death Benefits due to sickness........................ 2,819 240 3,059 
(Paid to the wives, children or other depen- ‘ 
dent relatives of employes. Not includ- 
ing authorized death benefits payable —_—— 
In installments but not yet due.)............ $29,680 $9,161 $38,841 


Note: Where accident disability benefits under this plan do not equal or exceed 
the benefits derived under the State Compensation law, benefits are computed in ac- 
cordance with the law. In most instances, however, the Company plan affords 
greater benefits than are provided under the compensation law. 


QUICK WORK 

Operator—Drop in ten cents, please; I have 
your party. 

Party at Pay Station—Here it is. (Drops in 
a nickel.) 

Operator—Drop in another nickel, please. manner.) ) 

Party—Oh! Have you got the first one al- Subseriber—“Central, wouldn’t you- like a 
ready, cup of coffee with those rolls?” 


ROLLED HER THREES 
Operator—‘Number, please?” 
Subsecriber—‘‘323.” 

Operator—"323" (repeated in an authorized 
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The above is a picture of our Wire Chief 
at Bradshaw. Mr. Carl Gantt, Esq., has 
been with the Company for some time,° but 
can not take care of two exchanges with a 
car so has resorted to a mule, with maximum 
speed at minimum cost. 


NEW USE OF TELEPHONE 


Over in Paris, where they sometimes 
do something new, they are telephoning 
photographs. Some feat! The picture 
was one taken at Antwerp of Swedish 
women athletes marching in the Olym- 
pian games stadium. The photograph 
was telephoned the 200 miles in eight 
minutes, and was remarkably clear. 


The invention is based on the Edison 


' phonograph principle. Variation of in- 


tensity of electric currents over an ordi- 
nary wire is produced in the same man- 
ner that the vibrations of a phonograph 
needle or diamond give variation of 
sounds. 

The transmitter is a drum like that 
of a phonograph. Around it is fixed a 
carbon print, in which the lights and 
shades are of varying relief. A carbon 
needle resting on the drum is revolved 
by clock-work. The receiver is a tiny 
mirror mounted on two fine wires that 


receive the current, placed between the’ 


poles of an electromagnet. The varied 
intensity of the current of the transmit- 
ter causes these wires to vibrate and an 
electric light is reflected from the mirror 
through a series of lenses that transmit 
the impulses to a sensitized film. This is 
treated in the ordinary photographic way, 
and reproduces the original picture. 


WHOSE LAMP 
Teacher—James what do you know about 
Aladdin’s lamp? 
James—If he’s the new kid in the back row, 
I just blacked iit. 


AN IMPATIENT PUBLIC 


Nine-tenths of what we call operating 
troubles are due to the fact that the 
American public is vastly more impatient 
than any other people, and each person 
who attempts to use telephone facilities 
forgets entirely for the moment that the 
chances are thousands of others are just 
as eager and hurried to get their con- 
nections as he or she is. Some of the 
men, who don’t get an answer within a 
few seconds after they take their re- 
ceiver off the hook swear and blaspheme, 
some say nothing at all to the operator 
but inwardly damn the company and all 
its work, while most of them show their 
impatience by sarcastically inquiring of 
central whether she had a nice nap or 
asking her when she is going away on 
another trip. 


The fact that probably not one tele- 
phone user in a thousand has a mental 
image of what is going on inside a busy 
telephone exchange, coupled with a no- 
tion that they are entitled to be waited 
on first, is responsible for the general 
attitude towards the operators. If the 
users could see the signal lights flashing 
like so many stars, and understand that 
each of them represents a person desir- 
ous of an immediate connection, possibly 
they would realize that there is never a 
minute when central is off the job and 
that her failure now and then to give im- 
mediate answer to their calls is due to 
other than a perverse desire to keep them 
waiting or a wish to finish a conversation 
with a visiting chum, things that cannot 
happen where supervisors are on the job. 


The extension of the automatic prin- 
ciple of telephoning, now becoming more 
evident in telephone engineering, will not 
only remove a part of the load: from 
central’s back but it will give users a 
better notion of why it isn’t possible to 
get a connection when desired. 


—_—— 


FORESIGHT 
Mr. Feedwe] came home well pleased with 
his achievement at the employment agency. 
“T engaged two cooks today,” he said. 


“Why two?” said his wife. “We heed only 
one. 


“TI know,’ said Mr. Teedwell, “but one comes 
tomorrow and the other a week from tomor- 
row. 


Showing 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT | 


the number of telephones (excluding service stations): at each ay ange, January 


1st, 1920, and September 30, 1920; also a gain and loss since January Ist, 1920. 


= - 
COoWONtag Ur Wp 


11 


Lincoln 
Hastings 


Beatrice ........ 


York 


Fairbury ........ 


Nebr. City .... 
Place...... 


Uni. 


Auburn .......... 
Plattsmouth.. 

Wahoo ........... 
David City .... 
Seward .......... 


Superior ........ 


Tecumseh 


Ashland ........ 


Osceola .......... 
Stromsbur 


Sutton 


Polk 


College View 


Havelock 


oe 


Sterling ........ 


W. Water 
Humboldt 


Dorchester .... 


Edgar 
Syracuse 


Gresham ........ 
Valparaiso 


Milford 
Clay 


Center.. 


Exeter. .......... 
Beaver Cr’s’g 
DeWitt .......... 


Fairmont 


Fairfield ........ 


Peru 


Shelby ........ ct 


Dunbar .... 


Wtical qeavries. 


Bennett .. 
Cook 


Cedar Bluffs.. 


Adams .... 
Bradshaw 

Waco ........ 
McCool .... 


seeece 


Guide Rock.... 
Crab Orchard 


Johnson .. 
Plymouth 
Bruning .. 
Ceresco .... 
Red Cloud 


Jan. Sep. 
1,720 30,’20 
14879 15813 
3278 3528 
2584 2708 
1890 1952 
1689 1812 
1747 1791 
1102 1209 
1128. 1134 
1002 1070 
960 985 
928 979 
925 944 
830 866 
849 855 
801 882 
648 665 
653 +664 
6438 662 
632 643 
§23 640 
571 594 
577 3592 . 
562 561 
550 560 
513: 3b 
483 518 
436 497 
478 486 
468 484 
455 474 
426 434 
415 4138 
409 412 
378 408 
411 405 
384 395 
391 391 
372 387 
384 385 
370 384 
355 374 
358 372 
355 368 
350 365 
363 356 
354 354 
325 342 
329 340 
38384 340 
830 86329 
311 325 
309 322 
302 317 
289 297 
287 295 
298 294 
263 282 
278 281 
278 275 
245 268 
245 268 


Gain Loss 


934 


23 


oo} 


’ 90 Hansen 


62 Talmage ........ 
63 Louisville ...... 
64 Glenvil 
65 Benedict ........ 
66 Tobias 
67 Brainard 
68 Mead .............. 
69 Yutan 
70 Deweese 
71 Steinauer 
72 Greenwood .... 
73 Waverly 
(4 One gntae es 
75 Davey 
76 Bellwood 
77 Raymond 
78 “Murray 

79 Tamora 

80 Panama 

81 Milligan 
82 Nehawka 
83 Steele City.... 
84 Brock 
85 Cordova 

86 Saronville 
87 Burr 
88 Juniata 
89 Hampton 


91 Belvidere 
92 Garland 


98 Ithaca rye 


101 Octavia 
162 Elk Creek.....: 
103 Prosser .......... 
104 Malcolm 
105 Dwight .......... 
106 Garrison ........ 
107 Shickley 
108 Douglas 
109 Filley 
110 Pickrell 
111 Otoe 
112 Lushton 
113 Endicott 
114 Pauline .......... 
115 Brownville .... 
116 Clatonia ..... 


ee 


117 Pleasant Dale.. 


118 Strang 
Moval sia snes 


Jan. Sep 
1,’20 30,720 Gain Loss 
253 265.. 12 
246 258 12 
239 251 T2a4res: 
200 246.) 13 
245 245 Ray ne 
PAH 243 6 
280, i2oo 
231 229 2 
224 226 2 
220 223 
214 220 9 
220 219 1 
215 214 1 
199 207 8 
195 200 3) 
198 200 2 
200 197 3 
187 195 8 
189 189 
191 186 D 
185 186 1 
182 183 1 
178 182 4 
179 177 2 
170 173 3 
171 171 ae 
163 169 61 Wyse 
171 164 by 7 
158 1638 yom, PA 
175 162 sf. 13 
151 160 9 
141 151 10 
135 147 12 
145 146 1 
122 145 23 
141 144 3 
139 143 4 
137 148 6 
1385 139 4 
128 136 8 
135 135 
135 135 is 
117 122 5 
109 119 10 
116 114 2 
a Ny 110 7, 7 
102 106 4 
97 102 5 
96 99 3 
92 99 7 
93 94 “pl 
83 86 3 
78 79 1 
70 74 4 
66 68 2 Le 
50 49 af Ll 
29 26 Jo 3 


-_—_—eoeo— -—_— —_—— -——_— 


62486 65086 2684 84 


Net gain since January Ist, 1920...... 2600 


...Gain for, September, 1920......00........... 377 
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AN INVESTIGATIVE SQUIRREL 

One of the most curious telephone ac- 
cidents is reported from Granite Falls, 
Minn., where a squirrel of an investiga- 
tive turn of mind climbed a pole contain- 
ing high tension wires and in the course 
of his acrobatic performance formed an 
arc that burned the wire in two parts, 
both of them striking telephone lines 
below. 

Every telephone on the line was im- 
mediately put out of business, and in 
one place the high tension current leaped 
a space of ten feet, with the aid of a 
steel ceiling, from one line to another, 
and proceeded to put all on this second 
line out of order. 

The strong current set fire to many 
telephones and these in turn communi- 
cated to the houses in which they were 
located, causing a great excitement and 
scurrying. Some threw flour on their 
phones and others tried blanketing them. 
One man sought to use an axe to cut 
the telephone wire from his house, but 
instead got jolted off the twenty-foot 
pole he had climbed. 

The squirrel—oh, it was killed early 
in the excitement. 


Loretta Rowley, operator at Bradshaw 


AN UNUSUAL STUNT 


The Home Telephone & Telegraph 
company of Fort Wayne, Ind., pulled off a 
stunt the other week that had the town 
talking for a time. The 100 Per Cent 
Club is a business men’s organization of 
the type of Rotary. Each member got 
an invitation through the mails osten- 
sibly signed, ‘‘Your Telephone Operator,” 
and invited him to a feed and entertain- 
ment at the company’s building. A week 
before the invitations were issued, each 
member was told the next meeting was * 
to be a surprise. 

The invitation was a printed one, and 
was headed “Ah! So this is the Sur- 
prise!” It wound up with a request to 
come to the main street entrance at 6 
o’clock, and if “you arrive on time [’ll 
give you my very best smile.” At the 
top was a cartoon showing the telephone 
building, out from the windows of which 
were protruding girls’ heads, who were 
presumptively saying such things as: 
“Oh, They’re coming!” “Get the Cups 
and Saucers.” “My, what a hungry 
looking mob!” ‘“Where’s the Spoons?” 
“Is my Complexion on Straight?” 


At the doors they were met by pleas- 
ing looking young ladies who pinned 
badges on them, and upstairs other good 
looking operators took their hats and at 
the tables they were waited upon by still 
others. Several members were fined for 
paying more attention to the waitresses 
than to the food, and one clever stunt 
was where one of the operators com- 
plained to the sergeant-at-arms that one 
of the club members had given her his 
picture and asked for a date. The ser- 
geant-at-arms took the picture and iden- 
tified as the “guilty” one as a member 
who was about to be married. 

After a brief program, the members 
were taken about the building, each girl 
escorting the man she had served at the 
dinner. 


DANIEL UP-TO-DATE 


Jimmy, aged five, was told the story of 
Daniel in the lion’s den by his grandmother. 
When she had finished the story she said: 
“Now , what do you think Daniel did the 
first thing when he found he was saved 
from the lions?’’ ; 

“Oh, I guess he telephoned home to his 
wife to tell her he was all right,” answered 
Jimmy. 


ce 


ze 


‘Bas tee ae kad ea) 
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Mrs. Pearl Daugherty, ass’t Chief operator 
at Geneva. Mrs. Daugherty started in the 
telephone work Jan. 13, 1919. and was pro- 
moted to ass’t chief operator August 16, 1920. 
Her reliable and efficient work results in good 
service to the subscribers at this exchange. 


THE THING THAT COUNTS 


A man stepped out of his house in- 
tending to catch a car that would take 
him to his place of work. He had mis- 
calculated the time, and found the car 
just about to pass the corner twenty-five 
feet distant. He speeded up, and he 
caught it. 

Another man had an important busi- 
ness engagement in a town several hun- 
dred miles away. The time of departure 
of the train he expected to take had been 
changed without his knowledge, and he 
missed it. He hired an automobile, 
dashed over a short cut to the third sta- 
tion down the line, and caught the train 
and kept his engagement. 


Another man had made up his’ mind 
that at the first favorable opportunity 
he would propose to the girl whose image 
filled his eye. He found that every time 
he went to her home with his courage 
screwed to the sticking point somebody, 
either a visitor or a member of the fam- 
ily, was unwittingly denying him the 
chance he wanted. Finally he called her 
up by telephone, proposed and was ac- 


cevted. 
The man who caught the stveet ear 
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might have been philosophic about it and 
waited for another. The man who missed 
his train connection might have wired 
he couldn’t come until a later hour, and 
the chap who was in love might have 
kept on hoping that chance would favor 
him. 

But in each case, let it be noted, each 
man did something out of the ordinary 
in order to gain what he desired. It was 
the extra effort put forth in each instance 
that gained success. 

It is the extra effort men and women 
put into their work that gets them some- 
where. 


HUMANIZING BUSINESS 

The real task of the public utilities, 
a task that rests upon the shoulders of 
every employe who comes in contact with 
the customers, from the executives down 
to the counter clerks, is to humanize the 
business, no matter how large it is. By 
humanizing it is meant giving the human 
touch to everything done, treating ag- 
grieved patrons as you would ask to be 
dealt with if your positions were re- 
versed, doing the courteous, proper thing. 

Put personality into service. Do it by 
interesting yourself in the problems that 
bring you into intimate contact with 
the patrons. If they have a complaint 
to make, listen.to it patiently. If it is ill 
founded explain just why that is so. If 
it has a semblance of basis make it 
eviderit to him that you are as much in- 
terested in seeing that the service is 
made satisfactory to him as he is in hav- 
ing satisfactory service given. 

The way in which the representatives 
of the company deal with the people of 
a community fixes the standing of the 
company in that community. It is neces- 
sary to maintain such a contact with the 
patrons that they will believe you are 
interested in seeing that they get their 
money’s worth, and not imagine you are 
trying to give the least possible return. 
The value of this may not be immediately 
recognized, but it speedily becomes im- 
pressive when those times of tension 
come as come they must when changes 
in rates and form of service are forced 
upon a company. 

The most that this policy requires of 
an individual is that he be a human he- 
ing, with all the duties and obligations 
this imposes in a world where so many 
of us must live in close contact. 
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TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 

The sixth in a series of articles correlated to the course in practical telephony, 
by A. A. Stoker. ; 
Characteristics of a Party Line Circuit 

In telephony we find electromagnets serving other purposes than that of pro- 
ducing motion by attracting and releasing their armatures. Frequently they are 
required to act as barriers to rapidly fluctuating currents and at the same time 
to allow a free passage for steady or slowly fluctuating currents. Their ability to 
do this is due to a condition termed impedance. ; 

A coil obstructs the passage of fluctuating currents not so much by ohmic re- 
sistance as by offering a counter electromotive force, due to self induction. The 
value of this counter electromotive force is measured in terms of ohms the same 
as ordinary resistance, and the impedance of a coil is the ohmic resistance plus the 
resistance in ohms due to self induction. The counter electromotive force increased 


directly with the frequency or fluctuations of current, the number of turns on a 


coil and also the number of lines of force threading through the coil. ; ‘ 
In general the method of construction for impedance and electromagnetic coils 
are practically the same. However, when it is desired that a coil offer high im- 
pedance without converting electrical energy into mechanical motion, the coil con- 
sists of many turns wound on a laminated core. 
The electromagnets of the ringers used on bridging party lines serve the im- 
portant purpose of offering impedance besides that of producing motion. The coils 
are constructed with long cores and many turns of wire, which causes them to offer 


a resistance of several thousand ohms to the high frequency voice currents and 
at the same time only a few hundred ohms to the low frequency ringing currents. 
Upon this circumstance depends the successful operation of the bridging party line, 
the utility of which has made it very popular as a means for p 


service to rural subscribers. 
LINE DROP 


roviding telephone 


LELVE 


ASWERING 
7/P 


LINE DROP 


CALLING 


SLEEVE 


aon cj ircui fa 
e diagram herewith shown represents the ringing and talking circuits 0 

wee ae pdpine system during conversation between two subscribers’ Stations 
on different lines. Station “A” is talking to station “J” while station “D” is listen- 
ing in. In this instance stations “A” and “J” are at the end of each line, and as 
will be noted the ringers of all the other stations are permanently connected across 
the line. Hence each furnishes a path by which the voice currents might reach 
the other side of the line without traveling the entire length of the circuit. If this 
should be permitted most of the current would flow through the ringers instead 
of the receiver at the distant end, with the result that conversation would be indis- 


tinct. : ae ; ; 
It is not unusual to have telephone circuits in which two or more kinds of cur- 
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rent are used. <A familiarity with the nature of these currents enables the tele- 
phone expert to devise apparatus by which he is able to control their behavior as 
he wills. Thus in this party line circuit.we employ alternating currents having 
different frequencies. And as recited in the preceeding paragraphs their free pas- 
sage through a piece of apparatus depends upon the amount of opposition encount- 
ered therein. The ringer coils permits the ringing current to pass through them 
without much resistance but on the other hand offers a great barrier, called impe- 


dance, to the passage of voice currents. 


Hence they will seek a path over a long 


line of low inductance even though the ohmic resistance is high to the talking cir- 
cuit of some distant telephone, because the impedance is low. In the event where 
a curious subscriber along the line such as is shown at “D”, removes his receiver 
from the hook a greater portion of the current will flow through his set than the 
distant set, hence the latter will not respond so clearly. 


suance of orders desired. 


During the four months ending with 
April of this year their gross revenue 
increased 25.4 percent. That is to say, 
they received nearly 32 millions more 
revenue than in the four corresponding 
months of 1919. Part of this came from 
increased business handled, but the most 
of it from increased rates. 

During the same time their operating 
expenses increased 27.4 percent. 
of this is represented by the increased 
cost of maintenance, but most of it for 
wages and salaries. Traffic expenses, in 
fact, increased 37.1 percent. 

In other words, of the 32 millions ad- 
ded revenue, the companies handed over 
25 millions to their employes in increased 
pay and to supply houses for increased 


cost of material. 


Truck No. 13 “in bad’ at Benedict. No 


wonder, with such a number. 


(To be continued) 


WHO GETS THE MONEY 

There are seventy telephone companies 
in the United States of a sufficient size 
to entitle them to classification as A 
companies, and they supply two-thirds 
of the telephone stations operated. These 
have been under the management of the 
most skillful executives and they have 
been in a position where they could pre- 
sent in rate increase applications, the 
facts sufficient to secure the speedy is- 


THE PEPPY AND PEPLESS 


Says N. C. Loud, service supervisor of 
the New England Telephone Company: 

“Coming up from the station, morn- 
ings, I am interested in noticing how 
different people are going to their work. 
Some are moving along slowly with their 
heads half turned towards home, and 
looking disconsolately as if they wished 
night would overtake them before they 
reached the next street crossing. Others 
are stepping along briskly, looking hope- 
ful, cheerful and expectant. 

“If you could follow these two classes 
of people to their offices and their work 
you would find the same differences 
would obtain. One class is enthusiastic, 
the other is not. One is interested in its 
work, leaves the impress of itself upon 
it, and is constantly searching for new 
ways and methods of doing it better. The 
other class cares not how the day’s as- 
signment is taken care of so long as it 
does not have to exert itself very much. 
It is satisfied if it can merely fill up the 
hours, and contented to keep along in the 
same old path. 


“Enthusiasm comes from two Greek 
words, and literally means, “God in us.” 
Translated into more common working 
terms it means, “the right spirit within 
us.” Now. if we do not have the right 
spirit about our, work, we can expect 
little from ourselves in the line of ini- 
tiative. If our daily labor signifies to us 
only making a living, we shall probably 
do the same old thing in the same old 
way. If, however, it means making a 
life, we shall be on the lookout to initiate 
new ways and methods of planning and 
disposing of duties which we are priv- 
ileged to perform.” 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, SEPTEMBER 30, 1920 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, SEPTEMBER, 1920 


Rank Station Chief Operator 


Good 
Jo %o % % Out 
Out In Thru “Total Calls 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


28 | ByvaYeYa" bo eae ine ses Miss A. Scouller.......... 1799 182 22.5 18.1 27,754 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
6 Ashland................. Mrs.)-G. (Hoodix. 2. 5. 28.0 13.0 8.0 2,167 
21 David City........... Miss A. Sievers.............. 110 10 17.0 183 2,028 
3 Dorchester............ Miss A. Simpson........... 4.5 Sole eres 4,4 697 
5 Friend._......!......!. Miss F. Fichenouc.......... TA 16:5 6.3 7.2 1,050 
11 Louisville...........-.. Miss M. Twiss............... 5.5 17.8 13.4 8.8 949 
13 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick............. 7.0, 11.0 12.0 9.0 2,319 
9 Seward.................. Miss N. Gumbel........... 8.0 4.0 9.0 8.5 3,081 
14 Wahoo. Mrs. O. T. Reese............ 7.0 10.0 10.0 9.3 2,156 
18 W. Water.............. Miss M. Moulton........... iT Sepa ele ATT e121 e164 
Total or Average... ne eo, ‘ (4 OM et O-7 8.8 15,611 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
4 Bdirar' Wes. 24! %. Miss M. Bealiennt... ce. 5.9 1.0 9.0 6.8 959 
1 Hxéter seco Mrs: "RP Alley <2. Seah ee eee 2.9 997 
22 Fairmont.............. Miss E. Prescott........... 9.0 bbe 124 * S134 956 
10 Geneva.................. Miss B. Ladner .............. (“al 7.9 11.0 8.7 2,656 
16 Harvard... =e" Miss E. Hein................... OFAM ees ® 13.2 10.9 716 
26 Hastings... 8 ue. Miss H. Richeson......... Lisi 2LSi7 20:2 24s 13440 
25 Hebron.............2.... Miss M. Bethschieder.. LZ oc loots melocolu ly IeZol: 
25A  Osceola..:.....2......... Miss K. Gunim.................. 12.7 5 VA08 W817 atl 5:5 800 
27 Red Cloud............ Miss B. Havel.............. 1A GAL 19:84. ol 727, 748 
22A Stromsburg........... Miss V. Richeson............ 13.3 13.7 18.9 18.4 802 
15 Superior: 1022... Miss M. Atwater............ 9.1 168 10.8 10.8 3,678 
AV ge OUUUONL 2.22 ee Miss V. Grosshans....... Sele aoe Ae (FeSO 854 
24 Bi) dean Th) Pe ee Miss S. Horm................... 16.1 48 166 15.3 3,150 
Dotalor jAverares.. us nee ie) oe 10200 Sid 12.9 dG) S1t087 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
56 AcOB urns Ee et, Miss E. Stegemann....... Tt » 16.2 10.9 8.1 1123780 
0 Beatrice... Mrs. B. Sharp............... 13.2 99 15.6 13.0 6,749 
19 DeW itt: Miss M. Willey............... 11.0 6.0 14.0 12.5 621 
23 Hairburyes..0 3. Mrs. M. Dove................. 10.5 153 24.5- 14.4 8,308 
12 = Humbuldt............. Miss C. Gillan............... OO By PabL Ne 8.9 1,054 
MINAS Nebr.) City...» Mrs. R. McFarland........ 6.7 13.0 181 88 3,550 
8 Syracuse... Mrs. E. Gately............... 91 NES) MTS 18a oor 
15-A Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith............. Sig ee 13.3 108 1,138 
17 Walllbers Semel i £0 Miss E. Korbel............... 10.0 13.2 17.7 12.0 1,015 
5-A Wymore........... Miss R. McNelly.......... 5.7 3.6 9.9 (20) 210436 
Dotal or, Averacé.wn te eee eee. 9.1 75 126 10.3. 22 
Total or average for AUSUSE...24 ask MALY 2 ee. 10.6 £10.38 Lovin) 0.9 tegen 
Total or avevrage for September...........-.:0.---+- 11.1 11.0 145 12.2 97,075 


PUSH VERSUS PULL 


Some one whose name has escaped us 
said the other day a whole lot in a very 
few words. His remark was: “If you 
have push you don’t need any pull.” 
Think it over; it is worth pasting in the 
back of your head, where the inspiration 


comes from. 

The most difficult thing to get out of 
the average worker’s head is that the 
men above him on the ladder secured 
their places thereon by some sort of a 
pull—being the president’s nephew or the 
general manager’s cousin or the super- 
intendent’s wife’s brother. This got im- 
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planted because one or two such cases 
have come within the line of the man’s 
observation, either in his own company 
or elsewhere, and he has mistakenly 
taken it for granted that it is the rule 
in commercial life. In truth, it is the 
exception. 

No one need take anybody else’s word 
for this. Let him dissect the records of 
the higher-ups. See how many of them 
had to go through exactly the same sort 
of apparently monotonous toil, hard work 
and drudgery. See how many of them 
had push and got there because they em- 


ployed it and not pull. 

The higher-ups in every organization 
are invariably men who have learned all 
of the details of their branch of the busi- 
ness or mayhap all of the branches. 
That’s why they are higher-ups; when 
anything is to be done they know how 
and where it can be done; when any pol- 
icy is to be outlined they must be ‘able 
to draw from their own experience and 
observation, and from no other source. 

There is still another way to test the 
truth of the statement. Try using push 
and see where it gets you. 


BEATRICE 
Miss Manspeaker has returned from her 


. 


vacation and we are mighty glad to have he1 
back. Part of her time was spent at home 
and, several days ‘‘down on the farm’’. Ask 
Nellie how to turn a “rained on’ fishing 
trip into a successful party. 

Miss Darleene Sheldon has been filling 
Miss Manspeaker’s place during the latter’s 
vacation. Everything went along smoothly 
and Miss Manspeaker is to be congratulated 
upon having trained so able an assistant. 

Joy Dobbs, district foreman, broke his 
arm. It happened this way, they say. He 
was trying to crank his Ford. It kicked. 
Joy threw it over a tree. The Ford landed 
in a ditch. Joy tried to pull it out and when 
he finished fighting with it, there was some- 
thing wrong with his right arm. It didn’t 
pain him but all the same something was 
wrong. Ina week or so he thought he would 
have the doctor take a look at it. Well, 
Joy had a broken arm. They gave him ether 
so they could set it and when he ‘came out 
of it’? he insisted upon someone holding his 
hand. Claude Walker, district inspector, 
had to hold poor Joy’s hand until the latter 
was himself again. 

Mrs. Stanley, all night chief operator, is 
enjoying her vacation in Auburn and Ne- 
braska City. 

Martha Langley changed her name to Mrs. 
Tom Day, without the consent or knowledge 
of the operating force. This happened on 
the 26th. Mrs. Day is back to work. 

Grace Langdale, rural operator, visited 
Omaha, Wakefield, and Ceresco. while ‘‘vaca- 
tioning.”’ 


Mrs. Sharp and about twelve girls of the 
traffic department were at, the Burlington 
depot at three p. m. on Wednesday the 18th, 
to supervise Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Saum’s de- 
parture upon their honeymoon. It rained 
cats and dogs and nigger babies, but we 
were there to do our duty with placards and 
shoes and rice and Kewpies and we saw 
them off. 

Ruth and Rethal Stanley spent their vaca- 
tions together at Long Island, Kansas, and 
Benkleman, Nebraska. 

While on her vacation, Miss Lena Gerth, 
line operator, visited DeWitt where she was 
formerly chief operator; she also visited 
friends in Fairbury and her mother in 
Plymouth. 

On Wednesday, August 18th. a long distance 
connection was established between Glenn 
Saum, a Filley merchant, and Miss Emma 
Fox. a Beatrice line operator. The 
operator who established this connection 
was Rev. Mr. Weaver. One of the noteworthy 
points about this connection is the fact that 
only two rings were necessary to complete 
it. A new wrinkle was introduced in the 
telephone business by the calling party as 
he obtained his ‘ticket’? from the court 
house. 

Olive Noble, D. T. C. clerk, spent her vaca- 
tion in a tent at Sunset Camp. Did she go 
fishing? ‘‘Well you tell ’em.’’ And that 
isn’t all. She canoed and bathed on and 
in the old Blue to her heart’s content. On 
her return to work we mistook her for some 
strange maiden of the Sioux,tribe, but we 
soon recognized the blue eyes and brown hair 
as Olive’s, and welcomed her with open 
arms. 


’ 
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Miss Lottie Tennis, operator at Osceola. 


—— 


OS ? 


A FEMALE HENRY VIII 


“Be careful in dusting those portraits, 
Mary,” said the mistress to her new help, 
“they are all old masters.” 

A look of amazement came into the girl’s 
face. ‘Gracious, ma’am!” she gasped, ‘‘who’d 
ever thought you’d been married all them 
times.”’ 


BRADSHAW 

Miss Horn, chief onerator at York, also Mr. 
and Mrs. Wellman and Mr. and Mrs. Adkins 
of that place made a short call at this office 
September 19th. 

Carl Gantt, wire chief, returned September 
19th from an auto trip to North Platte. He 
reports a very pleasant trip. 

Miss Vivian Shurlock has left the employ of 
the L. T. & T. Co. at Bradshaw; Miss Olyre 
Mason, a former operator, is taking her place. 

Miss Loretta Rowely has resumed her school 
duties, but will continue her work as ‘Hello 
girl” in the Bradshaw office. 


CARLETON 

Miss Mary Innis has resigned her position 
as night operator, and has moved with her 
parents to their new home at Diller, Nebr. 

Miss Elda Ulferts has accepted the position 
of night operator, made vacant by the resig- 
nation of Miss Mary Innis. 

Miss Florence Arbogast, chief operator, has 
returned from a very pleasant vacational 
visit of two weeks with her sister, Mrs. Edna 
Richmond at Litchfield, Nebr., Mrs. Richmond 
was a former operator at this office, 

The pleasant cottage that is to house our 
new exchange, has been ready for sometime. 
A part of the material for the re-building of 
the plant is on the ground and we are getting 
anxious to move into our new quarters. 


CEDAR BLUFFS 
Miss Marie Schere, relief operator, Cedar 
Bluffs and Herbert Scroggins line man at 
Ashland, attended the wedding of Miss Lillian 


7 


Sinamark, teacher in Cedar Bluffs schools, and 
Geo. Brisbon, accomodation man at Alliance, 
Nebr., September 20th. Miss Schere and Mr. 
Scroggins were bridesmaid and best man. 

Miss Nora Walizer, chief operator at Cedar 
Bluffs exchange, spent a couple of days in 
Omaha during the ‘Ak-Sar-Ben.”’ 


DAVID CITY 

Miss Carrie Reha of Dwight has been em- 
ployed in the David City office recently. 

The Community Mercantile Co. treated the 
David City operators with a large sack of 
peaches recently in appreciation of the good 
service rendered. 

Mr. Machurek, of the Golden Rod Garage, 
treated the operators at David City with ice 
cream recently in appreciation of good service. 

Miss Sophie Sievers, operator at Platts- 
mouth, spent several days visiting with her 
sister. Miss Anna Sievers, chief operator at 
Daid City. : 

Don Liepart treated the David City oper- 
ators with ice cream last week in appreci- 
ation of the good service to him. 

Miss Anna Phillips, book-keeper at David 
City, is helping at the Seward office during the 
month of September. 

Those attending the State Fair were C. H. 
Wood, Mgr., and family, Vern Campbell, wire 
chief, Miss Elizabeth Machurek and Miss Mar- 
garet Bradley. 

Carl Green. has been employed in the Plant 
Department recently. 

Loyd Whiitney, lineman, enjoyed his ten 
days’ vacation at the Platte river, hunting 
and fishing. 

Cc. H. Wood, Megr., made a business trip to 
Burlington, Colo., during the month of Sept. 

Pluma Gillispie has been employed as re- 
lief operator on the David City exchange. 

Mrs. Neal, night operator, returned from an 
eastern trip September 19 

This being leap year the diamonds seem 
larger and more brilliant than previous years; 
ask Gertrude Litjen, assistant chief operator. 

Miss Margaret Bradley, wire chief’s clerk, 
caused a sudden change in the Plant Depart- 
ment by going to the State Fair as Miss Mar- 
garet Bradley and returning as Mrs. Floyd 
W rede. 

On September 8th, Miss Margaret Bradley 
was married to Floyd Wrede of this city. 
After attending the State Fair and a stay in 
Omaha of a few days, they returned to David 
City, where they will make their home. Mar- 
garet has many friiends in the office who 
miss her but wish her much happiness .in 
her new home. On their return Mr. Wrede 
treated the operators to ice cream. 

Miss Gertrude Litjen, assistant chief oper- 
ator, resigned her position recently. Miss Iro 
Allen has been promoted to assistant chief 
operator. 

DEWEESE 

Mrs. Svlvia Fifield, chief operator, went to 
Edgar on business last Saturdav. 

Miss. Clara Uldrich, relief operator, attended 
the Nuckolls county fair Tuesday. 


EDGAR 

Miss Velma Hatten. assistant chief operat- 
or, assisted in the Superior office a few days 
during the shortage of help. 

Miss Mildred Rickel, “‘A” operator, returned 
on the 24th from a two weeks’ vacation, hav- 
ing spent most of the time with friends in 
Wanneta. 

Miss Tille Kreydle, ‘‘A” operator, assisted 
Mrs. Anderson in the Shickley office the first 
week in September. 

Mrs. Fifield and daughter, operators at De- 
weese. were pleasant callers at this_ office 
the 25th. | Min 
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Edgar’s Motto ! 
Laugh and the world laughs with you, 
Be always good-natured and true, 
Give to ‘the patrons the best service you can, 


EXETER 
Loyd Campbell, employe in the Plant De- 
partment at Lincoln, is home on his vaca- 
tion. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams, manager and chief 


operator at Clay Center, were Exeter visit- 


ors during their vacation. 


Miss Gladys Dudegon has. resigned her po- 
sition as operator and is teaching school. 
IKkXathern Gillin has been employed to fill the 
vacancy. 

Mrs. Rex Alley, chief operator, and Mrs. 
Vern Hiatt visited the Geneva office during 
the fair. ays 

Miss Etta Rayer has been very busy the last 
week trying to do her duty at the office and 
entertain her ‘‘friend,’’ who is home from the 
navy. 


FRIEND 

Miss Lil Johnson, chief operator, and Chris 
Haberman, manager at Friend, were married 
at Hastings, September 16, 1920. We wish 
them all sorts of good things in their life. 

On September 14th the L. T. & T. bunch en- 
tertained in honor of Chris Haberman and. 
Miss Lil Johnson at the home of Miss Clara 
Klein. at which time they presented them 
with some teaspoons. 


The mock ceremony was performed at a 
double wedding. They promised to tell us if 
the real ceremony was performed any diff- 
erent. They departed at a late hour, every- 
one having enjoyed themselves. 


The best was the charivari, when we 
gathered tin cans and rendered somé music 
which they thought was very irritating to 
the ear, so they invited us in and gave us 
some music on the Victrola. The groom told 
us where we could get some goodies so we 
assured them we would take our noise with us. 
We sure wish someone else would get mar- 
ried. 

Miss Fern Eichenour is our new chief oper- 
ator, and Miss Fay Powell has been em- 
ployed as operator. 


Miss Fern  WBichenour, chief operator, 
shopped at Lincoln one day last month. 


Mrs. Geo. W. Ball visited at the office last 
month. 


> F Sy, a u 
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Wire Chief Rosker’s gang at Wymore, Not 
outlaws, but they have just completed dyna- 
miting pole holes for toll lead to State line, 


Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haberman spent the 
week end at David City and Bellwood. 

John Haberman and Mr. Sommers of Dor- 
chester took care of the plant while Mr. 
Haberman was taking his vacation. 

GENEVA ; 

The death of Mrs. Florence Thulin Lott 
occurred September 25, at Everett’s Sani- 
tarium in Lincoin. Mrs. Lott will be remem- 
bered as a former operator in this exchange. 

Miss Mildred MacDonald, T. C. O., assisted 
in this office during the County Fair. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Ralston, Fair 
Secretary, the Geneva operators each re- 
ceived entrance tickets to the Fair grounds. 
By working ‘for each other all were able to 
attend at least one day. Mr. Ralston also 
presented the operators with a box of choc- 
olates in appreciation of good toll service 
rendered. 

The North Bros. Stock Co., who played 
here at the Auditorium and fair grounds dur- 
ing the fair, presented season tickets to all 
employes of the Traffic, Commercial and Plant 
Department. 

A. BE. Holt, Manager at Geneva, returned 
from his vacation September 22nd. 


GRAFTON 

The operators are still patiently waiting for 
the new switchboard, which is now promised 
during the month of October. 

Mr. Murphy made an early morning call 
at this office during the month. ~ We were 
sorry that breakfast was just over. 

The operators enjoyed a yisit from Idaho 
relatives a few days. 

Among the numerous questions asked of 
‘Central’ this month, ‘Please, Central what 
day is it?” 


GUIDE ROCK 

The foundation is laid for the new operat- 
ing room and work will begin at once in the 
new location. 

H. W. Wheeler was down the 25th and with 
Manager Webster was out north of Guide 
Rock mapping out three new estimates that 
are to be built soon. One is complete, a rural 
line ten miles into the country. 

We are all new hands with the L. T. & T. 
Co. since June ist, but we are getting the 
routine down thoroughly now and think we 
will like it fine. 

We have the prettiest little town of its size 
in the state. Come down and visit us. 


HAMPTON 

The Misses Daisy and Cora Misner, oper- 
ators at Hampton, spent a tew diys’ vacation 
at Aurora this month. 

A big hail storm visited our little burg on 
Thursday, September 16th, and did quite 
a bit of damage to the lines in and around 
the vicinity. Carl Gantt, the trouble man 
from Bradshaw, was out on the lines when 
the storm started so he probably could tell 
more about the size of the hails. 

Miss Daisy Misner was on the sick list a 
couple of days this month and was unable to 
fill her place at the board. 

HANSEN ) 

Everything is moving along nicely on the 
Hansen exchange. The new Kellogg switch- 
board, which was installed here last May, is 
doing splendid work. 

Miss Fauna Young, assistant operator, spent 
her vacation with her sister and aunt in 
western Nebraska and Wyoming. 

Mrs. Elsiie Armstrong relief operator, spent 
one day recently visiting her aunt in Doni- 
phan. 

Pone of our good subscribers, to show ,us 
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that his heart was in the right place, called 
at the office and left five luscious water- 
melons, their average weight being 40 Ibs. 
Some melons. 

Having completed the eighth grade in the 
Hansen school, Fernon and Fauna Young have 
entered the Junior High at Hastings, going 
via auto each day. 


HARVARD 

Lottie DeVaughn, who has been in the 
employ of the Company at Harvard for three 
years, has resigned and gone to Salt Lake 
City to enter a comptometor school. We re- 
gret losing Miss DeVaughn, but wish her 
success in her new work. <A farewell party 
was given in her honor on the 22nd at which 
all the operators were present. The even- 
ing was spent playing ecards and recalling 
happy reminiscences. A delicious three course 
luncheon was served at midnight. . 

Marie Smith has been employed to fill the 
vacancy left by Miss DeVaughn. 


I. L. Brenneman, who for the past year has 
been employed in the Plant Department at 
Harvard, has been transferred to Hastings. 

Elmer Kauffman has been employed in the 
Plant Department. 


i 


HASTINGS 


Miss Hazel Thomas, of the commercial 
office, spent the week end in Sutton, visiting 
friends. 

Miss Dorothy Miller, of the billing depart- 
ment, spent the week end at Crete with home 
folks, September 25th. 

The Hastings office waked up with two 
pleasant visitors Sept. 27th, Mr. Bush and Mr. 
John, traveling auditors, were on the job 
bright and early to turn the Hastings office 
inside out; leave it to a traveling auditor 
to dig everything out. 

Some of our girls went out one evening 

on a water melon hunt. Miss Brandt came 
to work next morning limping and said she 
caught her foot in the wheel of the auto; 
some folks haye wonderful alibis. 
_ The remodeling of our newly acquired build- 
ing 1S progressing nicely. and Mr. Wheeler 
expects to move his force into it in a short 
time; then the present building will be re- 
modeled and re-decorated. 

Conrad Benzel. our store keener, is back 
on the job after laying off several davs be- 
cause of severe acid burns received while re- 
filling a fire extinguisher. The vontainer 
broke and splashed sulphurie acid all over 
Mr. Benzel’s arms. 

Bob Schoborg is back to work again after 
suffering considerably from an attack of rheu- 
matism and having his tonsils removed. We 
wish you good health in the future, Bob. 

Our district traffic chief drove into a Hast- 
ings garage and feeling somewhat indisposed 
he motioned to someone to pump some grease 
into the differential and the party that re- 
sponded to his silent command took him for 
deaf and duinb, talking to him with gestures 
and arm waving. Ask Mr. Murphy abont it. 

Miss Hilma Kissinger attended the Fair at 


Clay Center. 


The Misses Bacon and Haynes attended the 
high school foot ball game at Blue Hill. Hast- 
ings won. 

Miss Gertrude Busher, former night oper- 
ator, has been re-employed as night operator. 

The Misses Aylward,Dun, Bacon. Dreibelbis 
and Haynes, former employes, are assisting 
in the office. 

Mrs. W. A. Greenlief and Miss Marjorie 
Haynes attended the Ak-sar-ben in Omaha. 
They employed former employes to work 
in their place during their absence. 

Miss Juniata Marymee was absent from 


Miss Mildred MacDonakhl, who travels over 
the Western Dstrict, and assists with the 
management of the Traffic Department. 


eee 
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work several days on account of the illness. 


of her mother. We are glad to hear that 
she is better. 


a 


HUMBOLDT 


Even a eall for a doctor is sometimes funny. 
The night operator ut Humboldt tells this 
one: 

Dr. Gandy’s number is 26, two rings for the 
house and three rings for the office. Dr. 
Parker has number 263, and he is a veterin- 
ary surgeon. 

The night bell rang, the operator awakened 
with a start, and an excited voice said, Cen- 
tral, ring 263 quick! A ring, a pause then 
another ring, Central hears the Dr. and drops 
her head on the switch board as the light 
hurts her eyes. The ring off drop buzzes and 
the operator cuts in and asks inquiringly, 
waiting—? 

The indignant patron interrupts suddenly. 
“Central what do you mean ringing the horse 
Doctor for me? It is my husband that’s sick. 
Now wake up and ring Dr. Gandy quick. Mr. 
D. is very sick.”’ 

Central plugs into <6 rings three times, 
closes the key and—laughs, wouldn’t you? 


Miss Winnie Mann, operator at Humboldt, 
spent a few days’ vacation visiting relatives 
in Lineoln. She reports a very pleasant time. 


JUNIATA 


Mrs. Madge Young, chief operator at Han- 
sen, made this office a short visit the evening 
of September 22nd. 

Miss Fannie Pierce, relief operator, assis- 
ted at this office during the vacation of the 
chief operator, Miss Pierce is now visiting 
relatives in Alma. 

Miss Carrie Kindig, assistant operator, 
spent her summer vacation in Denver, visit- 
ing her sister and family. 

New improvements are being added to this 
exchange, which will add greatly to the con- 
venience of the chief operator. 

One of our fine looking bachelor subscribers 
presented the operators with a large box of 
chocolates in appreciation of good _ service 
rendered. 

The “Heavy Gang’’ from Hastings have re- 
cently rebuilt the local lines, which has re- 
duced our loeal trouble. 

Mrs. EH. lL. Karr of Denver, a former operator 
of this exchange, is visiting her sister, Miss 
Carrie Kindig. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 17 


LINCOLN 

A recent offer from the firm of Rudge & 
Guenzel, will be of considerable interest to 
Lincoln employes of this company. Mr. Guen- 
zel has offered to cash company pay checks 
for all telephone employes at cashier's office 
of this firm. This is a service that will be 
un Yreal convenience for most of us and for 


‘which we extend our hearty thanks. The local 


commercial office has never been able to sat- 
isfactorily handle this matter due to the large 
volume of checks presented and consequently 
many employes have been inconvenienced and 
delayed in cashing their checks. However, 
thru the kind offer of the Rudge & Guenzel 
Company we may now get our money prompt- 
ly and no doubt many will take advantage of 
this offer. 

The company is in receipt of a letter from 
Mr. Peter Johnstone, chief of police, Lincoln, 
in which he commends the action taken re- 
cently by the company in discontinuing the 
giving of time service in Lincoln. Mr. John- 
stone states that he can readily appreciate 
our position thru his own experience along this 
line. The company serves the police department 
thru a number of trunks connecting their pri- 
vate branch exchange with the automatic plant. 
These trunks are ordinarily in constant use 
carrying on the official business of the police 
department. Consequently, numerous calls 
received there requesting the time of day cause 
a2 congestion of traffic on these trunks that 
is a serious inconvenience to this department. 
In facing the problem of answering these re- 
quests, the chief of police finds himself in a 
position similar to that of the company, and 
undoubtedly his solution will follow along 
the same line as our own in finding that time 
service will have to be eliminated in favor of 
etticient telephone service. 

R. G. Brady, cable man in the service depart- 
ment, passed around the cigars Sept. 25. He 
Says this was announcing his marriage of this 
date. ‘‘Welcome to the regular gang, Brady.” 

John Renick, cableman, resigned during the 
month in order to try and make his fortune 
in Oklahoma oil fields. He is back on the 
job again now and says, ‘Nothing to it.” 

. Beltzer and R. DeVore, cablemen, have 
been transferred to Wahoo temporarily while 
doing a large amount of cable work. 

Construction on the new south office is de- 
layed again while waiting for white stone. 
Bill Rustin, foreman, says “Guess we will get 
our shower bath after all.” 

“Chick’”’ Meshier has finally found a place 
to stop. He is back at his old job again as 
local dispatcher. 

The following named new employes have 
been added to the service department during 
the month: Mary Sell, trouble operator, 
Lydia Wutschinek, trouble operator; Sylves- 
ter Fitzgerald, trouble operator; L. K. Pettit, 
combination-man; D. L. Hill, combination- 
man; Hugo Staley, apprentice switchman; J. 
J. Mosher, combination-man; R. S. Baldwin, 
switchboard-man. 

- Mary Lamphere is transferred outside on 
Special work. 

Installation department, Lincoln, completed 
1001 work orders during the month. LEvery- 
one in the department was up on his toes 
trying to make this a record breaker month 
on orders... The men who helped make this 
record deserve a word of praise for the effi- 
cient manner in which this work was carried 
out. 

Thursday, Sept. 30, a fire and explosion at 
the city gas plant caused the gas to be turned 
off in all the city mains. As soon as the pat- 
rous discovered the gas was shut off, they 
turned, to their telephones to find out the 
cause. This put a tremendous load on our 


equipment. The Gas Co. had 8 trunks on 
their P. B. X. cut thru to telephones and an 
employe at each phone answering calls. Our 
local trouble department was swamped with 
complaints as was our information depart- 
ment. The switch room force of 18 employes 
was kept busy knocking down buzzing 
switches and answering calls for the Gas Co. 
This traffic was on about an hour and a 
half. The ameter registered 200 Amps. at 
times. 

Mr. Burton, manager of Palmyra exchange, 
and his brother, Mr. Bert Burton, of Oregon, 
were switchroom visitors. 

Hugo Staley has been recently added to the 
switchroom force. 

Stephen Lodge (not related to Senator 
Lodge) is a new switchroom’ employe. 

T. S. Risser, equipment engineer, is wish- 
ing some of the places around the plant were 
built on a rubber foundation so that it could 
be stretched to fit some of our requirements. 

MILFORD , 

Miss Maude Daniels has returned from her 
vacation which she spent with friends in Iowa. 

Misses Bertha Morefield and Vera Walker 
have resigned their positions as operators and 
taken up their duties at school. 

Miss Lulu Bolton, night operator, is on 
duty again after her vacation. 

Mr. Rabb is on the job again after a two 
weeks’ vacation. 

Misses Crist and Long have been employed 
as operators. 

Miss Clara Hintz has again resumed her 
duties after an enjoyable vacation camping at 
Riverside Park. 


The above picture is Miss Carrie Kindig, 
regular operator at Juniata just starting for 
the office. Miss Carrie has worked continuous- 
Iy for three years, 
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Endicott Central Office 


NEBRASKA CITY 


The Nebraska City operators received two 
lovely boxes of candy from Mr. Curtin, base- 
ball manager, for good toll service rendered. 


Ask Helen Heafey why. “weary Willie” got 
arrested for speeding the other night. Ans. 
Only to cool off. 

The people on the 52 rural lines never com- 
Plain of poor service. You can't blame them, 
however, if 5222 was to lose his popularity 
with Miss Hoffman they would get no better 
Service than the rest of their “Country 
Friends”. The country is all right, we’re for 
you, Alta. 

The great question that was worrying Miss 
Thompson the other morning was, I wonder 
how he likes 10 minute car rides? Is it Jocie’s 
fault? No. her father’s rule is early to bed 
and early to rise makes little girls healthy; 
also wise. Obey the 10 o'clock rule, Jocie, 
you'll be a grown up lady some day. 


Mules are the main topie of conversation 
among the people of Missouri but Miss Bec- 
eard feels that a “new man” being in Miss- 
ouri with a hunmobile, will ecrente interest 
and that they will leave the mule’s pedigree 
rest for awhile and figure out a man’s. 


We admit that “Bones” are a hard thing 
to chew on, but you have strong teeth, Miss 
McGuire, don’t let them break until Perey is 
won. 

Miss Anna Kissel. of Nebraska City. has 
resigned and will accept a position with Mor- 
ton Gregson Co. 2 

The Nebraska City operators feel slighted. 
Why? Because not long ago some cf the girls 
saw Mrs. Brandt. traveling chief operator, 
coming up the street. They were simply de- 
lighted and rushed madly down to meet her 
only to learn that she was going to the depot 
enroute to Syracuse. Won’t someone please 
ask her why she doesn’t like us any more? 


My name is Mr. Switchboard. I live at Ne- 
braska City. I guess the girls thought I was 
getting old and I realize I had begun to look 
rather shabby. Finally Miss Bader decided 
she would doll me up a little bit, so she put 
some red paint on me, and really I’m not the 
least bit vain, but I think it has improved 

my looks very much. 

_ Miss Mae Whited, of Nebraska City, left the 
employ of the company September 17th. 

The day girls at Nebraska City held a most 
enjoyable ‘weenie roast’ Sept. 30. Only one 
accident happened and that was when a cow 
bawled and frightened Mrs. McFarland so 
badly that she fell off a log. We had a lovely 
camp-fire and a big moon ‘neverything. 


OSCEOLA 
Miss Viola Meyers spent the week end with 
home folks in Blair and Tekamah. 
Mrs. Dahlberg has just returned from a few 


days’ visit with relatives at Norfolk. 

Miss Tennis is back on the force again after 
a two weeks’ illness. 

The following operators attendeil the State 
Fair this year: Miss Laua Woberg, Miss Jen- 
nie Rosenberry and Miss Gladys Woberg. 

Holly Mills is back after his two weeks’ va- 
cation. Everyone missed his cheery ‘“Good- 
morning” and were glad to see him back 
again. 

Mr. Propst, our wire chief, spent part of 
his vacation at Estes Park in Colorado. This 
completes the vacations of the Osceola bunch. 


Miss Katie Gunn has resigned her position 
as chief operator to accept a position at Bel- 
laire, Kansas, as hookkeeper in a general mer- 
chandise store. We regret. very much to loose 
Miss Gunn, but our loss is Bellaire’s gain. 
While with us she has won the respect and 
admiration of all employes. She has worked 
for the interest of the company as well as for 
the patrons. We all wish her success in her 
new field of work and hope she will never 
forget her friends at Osceola. 


PLATTSMOUTH 


Miss Alice Johnson has been re-employed 
as line operator at Plattsmouth. 

Miss Lettie Foster, line operator at Platts- 
mouth, is spending several days visiting the 
home folks at Seward. 

Miss Mary Hammond leaves October 8th for 
her home in Glenwood, Iowa. Miss Hammond 
has been with us almost.a year and we are 
certainly sorry to have her léave us. The latch 
string will always be out; so come back any 
time, Miss Mary. 

Miss Sophia Sievers spent her vacation 
visiting her sister, Miss Anna, at David City 
and Miss Miller at Ashland. 

The Plattsmouth operators never let an op- 
portunity go by for a good time. While their 
chief operator was spending her vacation at 
Weeping Water they took advantage of the 
occasion and drove down one evening. The 
evening was spent dancing and at a late hour 
they started for home all voting they had one 
of the times of their lives. v 

We hear that Bertha LewiS has accepted 
a position on the Louisville exchange. Luck 
to you, Bertha. 

, Tom Swoboda, who for the past week has 
been suffering from being bitten by the ton- 
solitis bug, is on the job again. We visited 
Tom during his sickness, and found him with 
a couple of socks, and dad’s red woolen under- 
shirt wrapped about his neck. He managed 
to greet us with one of his usual smiles, re- 
marking: ‘Tontholotith ith thure the Dick- 
enth’,. and added further, “I canth hardly 
thwallow anythink.”’ However subsequent 
events leads us to believe that though Tom 
was a pretty sick man at the time, he un- 
duly exaggerated his difficulty in swallowing. 

The extent, or I should say the limitations, 
of an individual’s knowledge is aptly illus- 
trated by the following: 

While wiring an apartment house for tele- 
phone service, we had just finished placing 
a neat row of lightning arresters on the wall 
of the basement of the building when the 
owher of the house spied our handiwork. 
Viewing it with a satisfied countenance, he 
ejaculated, “Fine, boys, just the place to put 
those gas meters.” 


POLK 


Mrs. Hartman resigned the first of Septem- 
ber and moved to Vancouver, Washington, 
where she will make her future home. 


Alga Gustafson was employed to fill the 
vacancy of Mrs. Hartman. 


Mr. and Mrs. White made this oflice a short 
‘all this month. 
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POLK 

Mrs. Valeria Becker, former night operator, 
entertained the telephone girls and a few 
friends at her home recently. 

Mrs. Mitchell, night operator, attended the 
state fair one day. 

The work of installing the new telephones 
has begun at this exchange with Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Harry Chapen doing the work. 

RED CLOUD 

Miss Florence Ely, of Guide Rock, and Miss 
Bertha Fuller of Cowles have been employed 
as operators. 

Miss Lucile Harwood resigned the 15th to 
attend college at Omaha. 

Miss Wreatha Smith returned the 15th after 
a ten days’ vacation spent with her parents 
at Guide Rock and relatives in Kansas. 

The operating force was presented with two 
boxes of candy last Tuesday. One was given 
by the base ball‘ club and the other by Lud- 
low’s Cafe in appreciation of services ren- 
dered them. 

G. J. Warren, manager, has been quite ill 
for the past few weeks. We are all hoping 
to see Mr. Warren at his oflice soon. 

Mr. Thomas, wire chief, and family returned 
from a two weeks’ vacation spent in Lincoln. 
During his absence Mr. Cummings took charge 
of his office. 

SEWARD 

“Dad’’ Tester is back on the job as janitor 

and with his ever ready smile and willing 


Miss Velma Hatten. assistant chief operator 
at Edgar. Velma is doing good work and 
really expects to be the “Chief” when Mrs. 
Beal quits? ? 


hand he helps to make life easier by keeping 
things looking spick and span. 

Misses Henderson and Miers attended the 
state fair this year. 

Miss Craige has resumed work after a 
month’s vacation. 

Miss Anderson, night operator, has resigned 
on account of her mother’s health and Miss 
Austin is taking her place at present. 

Mrs. E. M. Hickman presented the operators 
with a falt boquet which was a vision of 
lovliness giving forth a multitude of perfumes. 

Miiss Douty, bookkeeper. is on her vacation, 
and Miss Phillips, of David City, is filling her 
place until her return. 

The new P. N. T. service trunk has been 
installed and is in working order. The sta- 
tion is located at the Seward Tribune office 
Where a daily paper is being issued. the first 
copy having been distributed on September 
29, 1920. 


We have a stove set up in our operating 
room which makes it several degrees warmer 
and decidedly much more comfortable. 


SHELBY 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams, manager and 
chief operator of Clay Center, made our Oflice 
a short but sweet visit the 18th. 

Harry Smith, manager at Broken Bow, and 
his wife, made this office a pleasant visit 
Thursday evening. Both spoke very highly of 
the office and the way it is arranged. 

The boys are very busy shooting trouble 
since the storm Saturday, but cheer up, boys, 
just see what a nice rain we had. 


SUPERIOR 

Miss Nina Teachout has been employed in 
the traffic department. 

Miss Edna Tribbey spent a Sunday recently 
with friends in Hastings. ; 

Forty additional multiples have been in- 
stalled on the four hundred positions. These 
were much in need as our increase in tele- 
phones had left us with very few vacant lines. 

Jarl Arie has been employed in the plant 
department. 


STROMSBU RG : 

District Inspector Cummings did some spe- 
cial work here the first of the month. 

Winifred Wonderly, of Benedict, was a 
visitor to our exchange on the 13th. 

The Misses Olive Nelson and Hmma Swan- 
son have been employed in the trafic depart- 
ment. Both young ladies are very efficient 
operators. 

Mr. and Mrs. Presson left for. Indianapolis 
where they are intending to spend their vaca- 
tion visiting friends and also to attend the 
national G. A. R. convention. We. have re- 
ceived letters from them stating that they are 
having a most splendid time. 

Mr. Propst, wire chief at Osceola, accom- 
panied by No. 75 and a little Jamaica special 
made a tour to Snusville, the capitol of Swe- 
den. 

After one of our electrical storms, the repair 
man discovered a place where the ground wire 
had been burnt. The lady of the house re- 
quested that the damage be repaired with 
“consolated”’ wire. 

SUTTON 

Miss Erma Brown, night operator, is spend- 
ing her vacation with friends in Iwearney. 

Chas. Olson, manager at Sutton, and family 
are spending their vacation with friends and 
relatives in Iowa. Mr. Cummings, of Red 
Cloud, is acting manager while Mr. Olsou is 
away. 

Miss Vera Grosshans, chief operator, was off 
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SUTTON 
duty a few days on account of a bad cold, 
but is now able to be back on duty. 

Miss Hilda Nuss resigned September 1ldth 
to attend school at Denver. Miss Charlotte 
Eberhard is filling the vacancy. 

Miss MacDonald, traveling chief operator, 
paid us a short visit Sunday evening. It was 
short though; hope she stays a little longer 
next time. 

Miss Clara Wach, assitant chief ‘operator, 
is back from her vacation. She spent a few 
days with her sister in Bladen and reports 
a very good time. 


SYRACUSE 

Miss Alberta Bell has been employed as day 
operator to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Mrs. Freda Llewellyn. 

Mrs. Brandt, traveling chief operator, made 
this oftice a very pleasant visit during the 
month of September. 

Guy N. Sallee, manager, has resigned his 
position to take effect Nov. ist. Be careful, 
Sallee, winter is coming on and it is a long 
time till spring and if Cox or Harding is 
elected, the H. C. of L. may be still higher. 

Miss Sophia Windels made a business trip 
to Lincoln the latter part of September. 

Miss Elsie Gillerman sure likes to attend 
the local ball games and to say she enjoys 
them is putting it mildly. Where’s your hat, 
Elsie ? 

Mr. and Mrs. Deroy Helfer made this office 
a very pleasant visit the latter part of Sep- 
tember. Little Miss Helfer accompanied them 
and she sure made a hit with the telephone 
girls. Come again “bunch” when you can 
stay longer. 


WAHOO 

Miss Lena Kuhlman, operator at Wahoo, had 
the honor of an airplane ride, for the putting 
through of a call to Dallas, Texas. The call 
was put through in less than an hour. 

Operators at Wahoo were treated to a box 
of eandy for good service rendered. 

Gladys Roberts, of the Wahoo office, took 
in the Ak-sar-ben at Omaha one day last 
week. 

Miss Thelma Cunningham was, off duty a 
few days on account of sickness. 


Marie Schere, operator at Cedar Bluffs. 


YORK 

State Fair visitors from the York offices 
were: Misses Freeman, Michener, McGowan, 
Moulten, Stafford, Flick and Schlick. 

Miss Pauline Hesler, who was assistant 
chief operator at Stromsburg, has returned 
to the York office. We are glad to have her 
with us again. 

Miss Gertrude and Mary Price were Ak- 
sar-ben visitors. 

Miss Myrtle Swanson has returned from her 
vacation in the mountains. She says she had 
a delightful time but is glad to get back to 
work. 

Miss Vesper Thomas, an experienced opera- 
tor from Valentine, has been employed in the 
York oflice. 

Miss Ruth Hanchett spent the week end vis- 
iting with friends in Grand Island. 

Mrs. Esther Hunter, a former employe, now 
residing near David City, was a pleasant vis- 
itor this month. 

Miss Edith DeBoer visited relatives in 
Pierce a few days, making the trip by auto. 

Miss Michener, of the commercial depart- 
ment, and Miss Freeman, information opera- 
tor, spent the week end in Lincoln. 

On Thursday eveninyz. September 9th, all of 
the employes and families of the York office 
were entertained at the home of Orrin Sturte- 
vant. Sometime during the evening a gallon 
of ice cream disappeared, but in spite of that 
fact, eats were plentiful and it was hardly 
missed.- All enjoyed the pleasant evening and 
it was towards wee hours of the morning 
when they returned to their homes. 

Miss Begelow, of Lincoln, spent Sunday with 
Miss Horn. 

Miss Ruth Moulton spent Sunday visiting 
relatives at Seward. 

One of the York toll operators was pre- 
sented with a box of chocolates in apprecia- 
tion of good service rendered. 

If at times you should notice that Manager 
Young is not at his place of business, don’t 
think for a minute he is out duck hunting 
as you would naturally suppose. . Twins ar- 
rived at his home and all his spare time he 
spends at home trying to determine which is 
Virginia May or which is Vivian Marie: 

Carl Gantt, wire chief at Bradshaw, and 
family spent their vacation at Crete and re- 
port a fine time. 

Geo. Adams, mannger at Gresham, attended 
the Ak-sar-ben at Omaha. George says there 
is nothing like it: ask him. 

Paul Schmeltzer and gang have started the 
cable work at York. This looks good to ev- 
ervone in York. 

The Western Electric men are waiting on 
the test board for York and then will bid us 
gfoodbve: not wishing the Western anv bad 
luck, but we sure want to see the test board 
here soon. 


Henry Schleiger has been employed as jan- 
itor in the wire chief's department at York. 

Fred Adkins, city foreman. and Paul Balev, 
switchboard man at York, autoed to Clay Cen- 
ter to the fair; ask Paul. 


Earl Herwood has been employed in the 
wire chief’s department at York. 


Paul Davidson has }een employed in the 
wire chief’s department at York. 

Myron French, wire chief at McCool, called 
at the York office. Myron was trying to kid 
us about the new office; don’t worry, Myron. 

Miss Price, wire chief’s clerk at York, at- 
tended the Ak-sar-ben at Omaha. 


The re-wiring at York is going along fine, 
if the transmitters would come it wouldn't be 
long until we could invite our friends to call 
on us in our new office. 
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Appreciate. 
Your Citizenship 


In these evil days when the world is so upset 
by the aftermath of war, the stalwart figure of 
Uncle Sam stands forth more conspicuously than 
ever as the benefactor of humanity. 

He is the champion of individual liberty as op- 
posed to the prerogative of the sovereign; he 
stands for government by the ballot of the citizen 
rather than by the bayonet of the soldier. 

The story of his varied deeds is more marvelous 
than the wonder tales of the ancients. Itis a story 
to make every American breast swell with pride, 
a story whose hard facts loom so large in the 
record of the world’s accomplishments that the 


knowledge of them cannot but increase the love 


and honor we all have for the Land of the Free 
and the Home of the Brave. 
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solution of its many problems. His 

worth as a citizen was shown by his 
activities in connection with the civic 
affairs at Lincoln, and his appreciation of 
its responsibilities was demonstrated in 
his long record as a member of the na- 
tional guard of Nebraska and his ser- 
vices as a soldier during the Spanish- 
American war. 

“We deeply regret the passing of this 
generous friend, worthy citizen, gallant 
soldier and splendid business man, ine 
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a cost, I’ll grant you. He pays for it— 
pays an evening’s rooting at the trade 
journals here and an evening’s listening 
to the techincal lecture there. He pays 
a ball game’s span of sharp analysis one 
week, and a night’s study another. He 
pays in the coin of extra, unrequited ef- 
fort; but as surely as he pays, he receives 
value therefor. Believe me, self-gathered 
knowledge of your business is precious 
stuff.” 
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TRAFFIC SUPERVISORY FORCE, HASTINGS 


Top row, left to right: Hazel Richeson, 


; Chief Operator; Frieda Hoffman, Toll Super- 
visor; Faye Sigman, Assistant Chief Operator. 


Bottom row, left to right: Marie Ehler, Day Local Supervisor; Lena Lanfear, Service 
Observer, District Office; Hilma Kissinger, Clerk; Oma Lanfear, Evening Local Supervisor. 


SPEAKING OF MONEY 

The shortage of credit in the country 
just now does not indicate that anything 
serious is likely to happen. It is differ- 
ent from the old days, when a shortage 
of money made panics. People got 
scared, drew their money out of the banks 
‘and tucked it away in a more or less 
‘safe. place. The result was to make 
things all the worse, because: the tak- 
ing of the money out of circulation left 
just that much less for doing business 
on, and that means just that much less 
business done. 

Money panics cannot hacen nowa- 
days because under the federal reserve 
bank system the basis of financial oper- 
ations is credit, and the basis of the 
‘notes the federal reserve banks may 
issue when money is needed is gold and 
‘the best kind of securities. :So nobody 
‘who has money in bank need get ner- 
vous, and rent a safety deposit box. The 
trouble just now is that many persons 
have. borrowed more money than they 
are likely to be able to pay with prices 
shrinking and their visible assets dimin- 
ishing’ in value. These are the folks who 
are going to get hurt. 

Now is a good time to save dollars 
*because they are going up in value just 
as fast as» prices of goods fall, because 
the value of a dollar consists of what you 
can secure in exchange. The forty- 
.seven cent dollar of yesterday will buy 
about 60 cents of goods today. It will 
be buying closer to a dollar’s worth be- 
fore the halt comes, say some financial 
experts. 


MONUMENT TO AN OPERATOR 

In the grass-grown cemetery close by 
the little village of Wellman, Iowa, there 
was unveiled the other day a modest little 
monument to Miss Iva Chapman, a tel- 
ephone operator. It bears this inscrip- 
tion: “Iva Chapman—1897-1919—Erect- 
ed by the Rural Community in Honor of 
Faithful and Efficient Service.” At the 
ceremony of the unveiling every man, 
woman and child in the community stood 
with head bared and with tears of grate- 
ful recollections in their eyes. 

It was a remarkable testimonial to a 
life of service. Miss Chapman had been 
employed but two years, and yet.the 
thing she did was so big that its mem- 


ory will never die. Educated and alert ’ 


she was an ideal operator. In a small 
community “central” is called on for 


‘many little intimate services big ex- 


change girls never experience. All these 
she performed cheerfully and efficiently. 

The services that won for her this 
grateful recognition were given during 
the influenza epidemic of a year ago, 
when for more than twenty-four hours 
at a stretch she was on duty, summon- 
ing nurses, doctors and other forms of 
aid, only to be stricken herself. 


JOKES: 

Help! Help! shouted an Italian laborer. 

“What's the matter down there?’ came 
the voice of the foreman. 

“Quick! Bringa de shov’! Bringa de 
peek! Giovanni’s stuck in da mud.” 

How far in?” 

‘“Uppa to hees knees.” 

“Oh! let him walk out.” 

“No! No! He no can walk out! He uppa 
side down, uppa to his knees.”’ 


Sa | oe 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


WHO SHOULD BEAR BURDEN? 

The declaration by members of the 
Nebraska state railway commission that 
they believe in the principle of the ser- 
vice connection charge ought to be cheer- 
ing news to telephone managers who 
have had to explain to every subscriber 


against whom a charge was_ properly 


made during the last fourteen months or 
more just why the postmaster general 
had required that he collect a certain 
sum for installation of a telephone or 
for removal from one place to another. 

The commission held a general hear- 
ing the other week on the question of 
what is a proper charge to make. For 
a number of years the commission has 
been permitting a $2.00 installation 
charge, but required that the company 
absorb the charge if the patron kept 
the instrument a year. It also allowed 
one remove a year. 

Every man who has given the subject 
any consideration has realized the in- 
justice of requiring the subscriber who 
took service year in and year out and who 
found out in advance of ordering ser- 
vice where his instrument would be most 
advantageously located, to pay for the 
expense necessarily incurred in giving 
service to a transient. The company be- 
ing compensated for the money invested 
in giving service has had to pass on all 
such expenses to all subscribers. 

The justification for a moving charge 
is that it protected the companies from 
removals that they would not be asked 
if the subscriber had to pay the cost. 
Every special service ought to be paid 
for, and as moving a telephone benefits 
only the subscriber and nobody else. he 
ought to pay for it. A service connec- 
tion or installation charge is justified 
on the ground that it protects the com- 
pany and other subscribers from the ir- 
responsibles who want things but are not 
willing to pay for them. While it is 
true the company profits from adding a 
paying subscriber to its system and the 
other subscribers are given added service, 
yet the primary benefit goes to the’ man 
who is having the instrument put in, and 
he should pay a sufficient sum to cover 
the cost. 

The transient patron is the one who 
asks for the most installations, and the 
cost of giving him a connection should be 
borne by the casual and not the constant 
patron. 


NOTHING IS TOO TRIVIAL 

Telephone men who come in contact 
with the public ought to ask themselves 
whether or not their own attitude to- 
wardg complaints made to them is re- 
sponsible in any measure for the con- 
temptuous way in which we often hear 
the service spoken of, for the fact that 
it is made the butt of a lot of vaudeville 
jokes. 

Most of the complaints made about 
service seem trivial, without a doubt, to 
the telephone men. They are not trivial 
to the person making a‘complaint. This 
is evident from the fact that if he or 
she thought them trivial they wouldn’t 
take the time or trouble to enter them. 
Most of the big department stores do 
business on the theory that the customer 
is always right. Of course, he isn’t, but 
by assuming the blame the storekeeper 
gets the goodwill and retains the friend- 
ship of the customer. 

Let the telephone subscriber once get 
the idea that his complaints are not re- 
garded as serious, either from the de- 
meanor of the person to whom his story 
is told or from the fact that prompt 
attention is not paid to it. and the found- 
ation has been laid for another grouch 
that is expressed in unfair criticism of 
the service. 

One of the diversions of a certain 
type of individual is to roast the public 
utilities of his town. Give him a foothold 
for a criticism of the telephone service 
and you have left loose an infection that 
spreads. Give no one a chance to kick on 
service, but attend to complaints court- 
eously and promptly, and you have some- 
body to stand up for the company when 
the utilities are up for discussion. 

No complaint is too trivial to merit 
attention. Stick to that slogan, and 
you have spiked the guns of all critics. 


CROWDING THE LIMIT 

The L. T. & T. has several groups of 
sisters, and: if recollection runs aright, 
a pair or two of twins. on its roll of 
operators, but the Bell up at Omaha ap- 
pears to be reaching after the record. 

In its Harney central office there are 
five sisters, the Misses Mary, Winnie, 
Elizabeth, Anne and Agnes Kane, em- 
ployed. The two older ones teach school 
all winter and juggle plugs during the 
summer, while the other three are on the 
job ali the time. 

The sisterhood is strong at the Har- 
ney exchange. There are thirteen groups 
of sisters, the one of five, two of three 
and ten of two each. Those Omaha girls 
apparently want to keep a good thing 
in the family when they get hold of 
one. 


A CERTAIN RESULT 


The breakdown of the soviet govern- 
‘ment in Russia is a warning that the 
workers of the world are bound to heed. 
It was founded on the idea that the work- 
ers in an industry were as well fitted 
to operate it and thus take for them- 


selves all of the profits of it as were 
those whose money was invested in it 
and who managed it. It overlooked sev- 
eral cardinal principles of successful 
business. One is that it is just as nec- 
essary to have capital in an industry as 
it is to have labor. Capital is merely 
the portion of wages earned yesterday, 
and saved for today. 


The Russian workers had no savings, 
and they were without vision to know 
that these were necessary to run a bus- 
iness. The other big mistake they made 
was in disregarding the patent fact that 
it is always and invariably good man- 
agement that spells the difference be- 
tween success and failure in any business. 
The commercial beaches are dotted with 
the wrecks of poorly managed businesses. 
The biggest business will go on _ the 
rocks if it is not properly managed. 


Management is the product of skill 
and experience. It is just as foolish for 
a good plant man to imagine that he can 
manage a telephone business without 
having had schooling in that department 
of the business and an experience that 
combines handling of men and women 
with a knowledge of business details as it 
is for the manager to believe that he 
can make a good plant man unless he 
has come up through that department 
of the industry. 


Workers are entitled to the highest 
possible proportion of the selling price of 
that which they produce. Every fair- 
minded employer desires to see that they 
get it. Practically every dollar of the 
increased revenues of this company de- 
rived from increased rates in the last 
few years has gone to the workers. That 


part which goes to the men who furnished 
the money that provided the equipment 
has not been increased a dollar. This is 
proof of the desire of the telephone com- 
pany owners that their employes get the 
largest possible part of each dollar that 
comes in. 

Capital, labor end management each 
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contribute to the success of every indus- 
try; each is necessary to that success, 
and each is entitled to a proper reward 
for services. That is the basis upon 
which modern industry is operated, and 
it is the only one that insures its con- 
tinuance. 


The Derivation ef Our Word “Salary” 
is very curious. In ancient times Roman 
soldiers received a daily portion of salt 
as part of their pay. “Sal,” in Latin, is 
salt, and when the salt was, in course 
of time, commuted for money, the amount 
was called “salarium” or salt money. 
Hence our “salary”, and hence, no doubt, 
the expression, “Not worth his salt”— 
that is, his salary. 


It’s best to avoid mistakes; the next 
best thing is to profit by them after 
you have made them. “ 


Never mind what’s behind you, whether 
success or failure. It’s today and to- 
morrow that count, not yesterdays. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Cummings 


Ed is District Inspector in the Western 
District. 


=~ he 
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THE MAN WHO PLANS 


You are all more or less familiar with 
the man or the woman who is all the time 
telling of what he or she has planned to 
do. If you have taken the trouble to 
watch how these plans turn out you will 
recall that in nine times out of ten some- 
thing happened before the time it was to 
happen, and it usually was the failure 
of the planner to remember to put it in- 
to action. 

One of the stories told of one of these 
hopeful souls runs something like this: 
He was all the time planning. On the 


3d of January he could tell you what he . 


was going to do on the 7th of April, 
but when the 7th of April came around, 
was he doing what he said he would? He 
was not, he was too busy planning for an 
event that he was scheduling right then 
for the 11th of June. 


The moral of this tale is so plain that 
we hesitate to take the time to point it 
out, but remembering that the best way 
to get a fact into the recesses of one’s 
mind is to repeat it, let us say that it 
is that the man who cannot combine ac- 
tion with planning never gets anywhere. 

Now nothing worth while ever sprung 
into being through just happening. Be- 
hind the skyscraper and the linotype ma- 
chine, behind everything that represents 
the handiwork of man, stands the man 
who first planned it, into whose mind 
it first took form and who was able to 
give it substance as well. 


Everybody should work along a plan, 
but it ought to be general in its outlines 
and scope, if it is to project very far into 
the future. One must stop somewhere 
the work of planning and begin the work 
of doing. The sooner most of us stop, 
the less distance ahead we seek to plan 
what to do, the better we are off. The 
person who is always talking of what he 
is going to do next week or next month 
invariably rouses derision in the minds 
of his associates, because it is only those 
who do little today who have any reason 
to boast of what they are going to do to- 
morrow, in order to save their own face. 


Have a clear idea of what you are 
going to do before you start in to do it, 
but don’t spend so much time laying it 
out that you have no time left to perform 
the task. 


Miss Laura Woberg 
Line operator at Osceola 


WANT HIGHER RETURNS 

Now people with money to invest have 
struck for higher wages. At a hearing 
held in Minnesota the other day, where 
a company was asking for increased 
rates some of the biggest financial ex- 
perts in the country testified that it was 
impossible to interest large capitalists 
in telephone investments unless they 
were reasonably assured of a return of 
10 per cent. Commercial rates are now 
8 per cent, but as, with the best inten- 
tions in the world, commissions that fix 
rates can’t guarantee that enough per- 
sons will buy service to pay that return 
on telephone companies, they demand 
something for the risk. 

One Chicago broker who sells to in- 
vestors between 200 and 250 million dol- 
lars worth of bonds a year, said that with 
the present rate of return of 7% and 8% 
there was no market for telephone 
company bonds. Which shows how well 
the L. T. & T. is managed, when it can 
secure capital for 7 per cent here at 
home, where its earning power is known. 

HE PROBABLY GOT IT! 

Colored Subscriber—‘Give me Dr. Brown's 
telephone number,” 

Information Opr.—‘Did you want his office 
or residence telephone number?” 

Colored Subscriber—‘‘Yes, ma’m! Yes ma’m! 
Dat’s what I wants, his resignation number]” 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each ‘exchange, January 
1st, 1920 and October 31, 1920; also gain and loss since January Ist, 1920. 


Jan. 


Oct. 


1,°20 31,720 Gain Loss 


Lincoln 

Hastings ...... 3278 
Beatrice ........ 2004 
ORK: Mteeoh a9 1690 
Fairbury ...... 1689 
Nebr. City...... 1747 
Uni. Place...... -1102 
Auburn .......... 1122 


Plattsmouth .. 1002 
Wahoo 


David City .... 928 
Seward .......... 925 
Superior ........ 830 
Tecumseh ...... 849 
Ashland ........ 801 
Stromsburg.... 653 
Osceo!a .......... §48 
Sutton ......... 643 
Hriend:.2... = 632 
Harvard: 22°: 623 
Wymore ......... SW (lt 
Geneva .......... 577 
Hebron “........2. 562 
Wilber. _ 2.2: 550 
Polke seca 3 eee 513 
> Col. View........ 433 
Havelock ...... 436 
Sterling ........ A783 
W. Water...... 468 
Humbo.dt ...... 455 
Dorchester ... 426 
WOPAT. 2s 415 
Syracuse ...... 409 
Gresham ....... 378 
Valparaiso .... 411 
Milford), 2 <2. 384 
Clay Cenwer.. 391 
Beaver Cr‘ng 384 
Exeter ........... 372 
DeWitt ........: 24 37.0 
Fairmont ...... 355 
Fairfield ........ 358 
Peri elec: 35) 
Shelby, :A2....- 350 
Elmwood ......... 363 
Dunbar .......... 354 
Bennett ...:..... 329 
itiGay ...2-4 3 8% 825 
COOKS 42.52.0598 334 


Cedar Bluffs... 330 


Adams ........... S11 
Bradshaw ...... 309 
Waco 4...54. 302 
MeCool .......... 289 


Guide Rock.... 287 
Crab Orchard 298 
Johnson ......... 263 
Plymouth ...... 273 
Bruning ........ 278 
Ceresco .......... 265 
Red Cloud...... 245 
Talmage ........ 253 


Tea 148739 15990 1076 


38070 292 
2732 142 
1939 49 
1826 137 
1791 44 
1225 123 
1130 2 
1075 = 73 
984 24 
984 56 
950 2d 
864 34 
850 1 
831 30 
669 16 
664 16 
661 18 
645 13 
643 20 
595 24 
592° 15 
558 :.. 
557 7 
529 16 
524 41 
509 =73 
485 7 
482 14, 
A474 .19 
435 9 
A409 
409. _=#: 
408 30 
404... 
394 10 
393 2 
392 8 
Soe fal 
386 §=616 
882 27 
367 9 
365 10 
365 15 
360 
15)! a 
343 «614 
3843 18 
337 3 
333 3 
828 17 
320. Il 
317 8615 
300 =1l 
292 5 
208 isa. 
281 18 
279 6 
AleiTity sce: 
274 2 
261 22 
266 13 


’ ' 
’ ’ 
: COW, 


Jan. Oct. 

1,720 31,720 Gain Loss 
68 Louisville ___... 246 260 14 otk 
647Glenyvil (27.2. 239 250 LE $53 
65 Benedict ........ 259 247 ue 12 
66 Tobias ............ 245 247 2 


67 Brainard ........ 237 242 5 


OStevWhatlen 2... 231 Zon 1 sk 
69> Mead: te 233. 23 neon 2 
70 Greenwocd . 214 224 10 ; 
71 Waverly ........ 220 221 d tea Por 
72 Deweese ........ 224 “22,0 4 
73 Steinauer ...... 220° . 219 4 
HAZONS: Vee Leo ZO ee ae 5 
(5a Davey 4.2202: 199 = 208 9 : 
76 Raymond ...... 198 200 2 

- 77 Bellwood ........ 195 199 4 
fo Lamora ps2. 187 196 9 


72 Murray .......... 200 196 ... 4 


80 Panama ........ 189 190 1 

81 Nehawka ...... 185 186 1 ne 
82, Millizan 2 191 185 eet, 6 
83 Steele City... 182 181 naa 1 
84 Cordova ........ 179 180 1 is 
Sb: Brock (22. 178 178 Ce 

86 Saronville ....- 170 174 4 

Sc DULree ee. 171 LZ i 

88 Juniata “2.2. 163 168 5 Se 
89 Hampton ...... Ibi lieg SIM sy pines 8 
90 Hansen .......... 158 L6L -435 Sac 
91 Belvidere ...... 175 159 me 16 
92 Garland °........ 151 159 8 : 
93 Nemaha ........ 141 145 4 

94. Brunods Meee. 122 145 23 

95: Colones size, =. 145 145 sae 

96 Carleton ........ 141 143 2 

Of. [thaes. ss) 139 142 3 

OS Thayer: 2.2.3 137 142 5 

99 Denton .......... 135 140 5 

100 Grafton ........ 135 137 2 

101 Blk Creek .... 185 135 

102) Prosser 22 136 135 

103 Octavia ........2. 128 134 f.. 

LOA* Howe. ¥2/:.):2.-2 135 144. thee 1 

105 Maleolm ........ 7, Leh oe sees 

106 “Dwight. <....... 109 = 118 9. ss 

107 Garrison ........ 116° Weer 5 

108 Shickley .......- 117%, (RTD le 7 

109 Douglas ........ 102 = 105 8 e 

110 Filley ............ 97 101 4 

111 Pickrell ........ 96 101 5 

LZ, Otoer 2. aa. 92 99 7 

118 Lushton ...... 93 94 ul 

114 Endicott ........ 83 85 2 

115 Pauline .......... 78 78 Te: 

116 Brownville .... 70 - 738 3 

117 Clatonia ...... 66 70 Al he ae 

118 Pleas’t Dale 50 AG y's) 22 1 

LLO Strang,» 4....-:.. 29 ily Bhs 2 
Total pak. fe, 62621 65480 2915 106 

Net Gain since January 1, 1920........ 2809 

Gain for October, 1920.............. ee ie 209 


*“Wixchange purchased. 
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Common Battery Switchboard at Seward. Operators are, left to right, Mildred Gumbel, 
Esther Craige, Leona Henderson, Luella Mostaff and Amanda Fuehring. 


TREE TELEPHONY 

The tree, with its luxuriant foliage and 
its aparently overpowering desire to sur- 
round every wire that comes within a 
dozen feet of it, has so long been the bane 
of telephone linemen that they will find 
some difficulty in accepting as strictly 
veracious the latest development of wire- 
less communication. 

Major General George O. Squier, who 
had charge of the work of developing 
a system of radio communication that 
would have made it impossible for the 
Germans to shut us off from our army in 
Europe even if they had been able to 
cut the submarine-cable, tells about it 
in a recent article too long to reproduce 
here. He says that with the sensitive 
amplifiers now in use it is possible and 
was possible during the war to receive 
signals from European _ stations by 
simply laying a small wire netting on the 
eround beneath a tree and connecting an 
insulated wire to a nail driven in the tree 
well within the outline of the tree top, 
whose limbs served as antennae. 

By this means radio messages were re- 
ceived from airplanes and then trans- 
ferred by wire to any destination desired. 
The big feature of the discovery is the 
fact that trees have always been as val- 
uable adjuncts as the earth itself. The 
general puts it this way: 

“The physicist and engineer, accus- 


tomed to deal with inanimate material, 
‘is here confronted with the employment 
of living vegetable organisms or grow- 
ing trees.. From the moment an acorn is 
planted in fertile soil it becomes a detect- 
or and a receiver of electro-magnetic 
waves, and the marvelous properties of 
this receiver, through agencies at pre- 
sent directly hidden from us, are such as 
to vitalize the acorn and to produce in 
time the giant oak. In the power of 
multiplying plant cells, it may indeed 
be called an incomparable amplifier. 

“From this angle of view we may con- 
sider that trees have been pieces of elec- 
trical apparatus from their beginning, 
and with their manifold chains of living 
cells are absorbers, conductors and radi- 
ators of long electro-magnetic waves as 
used in the radio art. For our present 
purposes we can consider, therefore, the 
growing tree as a highly organized piece 
of living earth to be used in the same 
manner as we now use the earth as a 
universal conductor for telephony and 
telegraphy and other electrical pur- 
poses.” 


WHY HE RODE 

“That was a wonderful ride of Paul Re- 
vere’s. 

“What was he riding for?’ asked the girl 
with moving picture eyes. - 

“Why, to carry the news to those New Eng- 
land Patriots.”’ 

“What was the matter? Were the telephone 
girls having a strike?” 


SEE WHAT’S AHEAD! 

It is always a matter of concern with 
a person holding down any position ,as 
to just how long he or she can continue 
in the work. There are always the haz- 
ards of ill health, sickness, failing 
ability and the like. But cheer up. 

Here’s an item from the English phone 
magazines which says that the oldest 
telephone girl in that country has just 
put aside her receiver and retired to pri- 
vate life. She was only eighty, her hear- 
ing was good, but her eyesight was fail- 
ing. 

She was a cottage operator. The ex- 
change, a small town one, was located 
in her family home. She had to do all 
the work because her husband wisely ar- 
gued that if he learned how to work the 
plugs he might have to do the work all 
the time. 

The exchange serves a hundred sub- 
scribers at the present time. She was on 
duty night and day. and during the war 
it was nearly as much night as it was 
day, since she had to give zeppelin 
alarms. 

She quit because the company reduced 
her weekly wage from $2.50 to $2.00 a 
week. The compay is now weaving plans 
whereby she will receive a nice pension 
without any hurt to her pride. If she 
had been an employe of this company a 
pension would automatically have been 
hers years ago, and it would not be a 
gratuity but something she had earned 
by ‘faithful service. 


VALUE OF TEAMWORK 
Vast numbers of columns of newspaper 
and magazine space have been filled in 


Manager Lapp and heir, of Edgar 
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the last ten or fifteen years with essays 
having for their subject the value of 
teamwork, but it was not until war made 
necessary the raising of a great army, 
did most young men have the thing really 
brought home to them. 


They had been listening previously to 
the preaching, approving without much 
doubt, of the soundness of the theory 
that the way to put a thing across is for 
everybody to put his shoulder to the 
wheel at the right place and at the right 
time give a heave-ho altogether. But 
when they became part of the great army 
that later carried the flag of victory 
across France, they got the practice. 
Preaching is a good thing, but it is prac- 
tice that gets results and teaches things. 

The success of an army is dependent en- 
tirely upon the completeness with which 
all its units and all the men composing 
the units co-ordinate or work with each 
other. While discipline, the strict dis- 
cipline of the military, brought forth 
‘many a protest and kick from the dough- 
boys, it was only the natural: way in 
which men schooled in a free country re- 
act to that sort of pressure. The men’s 
common sense taught them that it was 
the way to win, and they won. 


This great lesson, learned under the 
leaden hail of the enemy, .in the fierce 


heat of battle, in the silent watches of » 


the trenches, is one that none of the men 
who were there will forget. Those of 
us who did not have it burned into our 
brains amid the clash of war had the op- 
portunity to witness its results in the ir- 
resistible force of that army, when it 
once got under way, and we can do no 
more better turn for ourselves than to 
apply it in our daily work. 

The war brought many changes to in- 
dustry, but this great lesson it has so 
forcibly taught to men possesses a revo- 
lutionary force if it will be but applied. 


Lady (paying bill): “I am Mrs. Tones, 1 
wish to pay my bill, telephone No. 680 7.” 

Looking up the bill the girl found 680 J was 
Mrs. J. O. Nelson. “Do you wish to pay this 
bill?’’ she asked, 

“Yes,” replied the lady. 

“But where are the Nelsons?” 

“I’m the Nelsons, but I got married.” 


She—Before we were married you-told me 
you were well off.” 

He—‘‘So I was, but like a lot of other d; d 
fools, IT didn’t know it.” qo 
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TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
Arthur A. Stoker, Instructor. 
Characteristics of a Party Line Circuit 
(Continued from last issue) 


LINE DROP 


SLEEVE 
ANSWERING 
7//? 


TO OPERATORS 
7 TALKING CIRCUT 


LINE. DROP 
7. ON foe” Oe 1 en eee 
_— ORIGINS MACHINE ri TTT LINE 


heey a So & o& LIE 
° OX OF OF OOF 
SLEEVE : : ; ° 


) Theoretically the proportion of current which station D would absorb, in case: 

the talking circuit was thrown across the line depends to a certain extent upon 
the opposition offered by the line circuit between this station and the receiving 
station. If this opposition is zero, or almost zero, practically equal amounts 
would pass through each set. As this opposition increases a proportionately 
greater amount will pass through station D. | Cu es, I 

A knowledge of the resistance of the various parts of this circuit will enable 
a reasonably accurate calculation to be made of what percentage of the impressed 
current will pass through each of its branches. : 

The clear out drop of the cord circuit would shunt the voice currents the 
same as the telephone set just described, if it did not possess a rather high im- 
pedance. Line drops do not have this necessary impedance consequently its pres- 
ence in a cord circuit offers an easy passag’e for the voice currents. This of course 
would be detrimental to transmission. 

If in addition to station D the subscribers at stations C and B persisted in 
listening in during the period an operator was ringing station A, most of the ring- 
ing current would be shunted out by these stations, with the result that A’s -bells 
would not ring properly. 

As a matter of fact most rural communities consider the privilege of listening 
in to be just as essential to their telephone service as to be able to talk to their 
neighbors. Therefore, in order to be able to ring stations along the lines in these 
communities a small capacity condenser is connected in series with the sec- 
ondary talking circuit of each station. 

The action and reaction of this condenser was explained in a previous article; 
therefore it will not be mentioned here. The condenser in this case is used as a 
sort of screen by which the ringing currents are said to be sifted from the 
vath offered by the low resistance receiver circuit, because the condensive re- 
actance of a small condenser is so smal! that only a comparative small amount 
of the ringing current will be caused to traverse the receiver circuit. The amount 
of current varies directly with the capacity of the condenser. Thus it is possible 
to ring through a 2-MF conderser without much loss to the ringing current. 

On the other hand the voice currents, which are of a different nature, will 
be seemingly conducted across the small capacity condenser without much loss 
and due to the impedance of the ringer coils will be forced to follow the path 
through the secondary talking circuit of the telephone set. 


CALLING 
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The ideal operation of this party line circuit depends upon the use of prop- 
arly designed apparatus and also that it be uniform throughout each line cir- 
cuit. In addition to these it is also imperative that the line be free from 
faults such as shorts, loose and high resistance connections, etc. | 
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thereto. 

We wish to announce that. the ten lessons comprising this course are now 
ready to be sent out, and we are anxious that all those who are taking the course 
wili make an effort to complete it before the end of the present year. Anyone 
starting in at the present time can complete it by that time if he applies himself. 

The nature of the course is such that every plant man, who is in contact with 
the operation and maintenance of telephone apparatus, ought to be interested. For 
the new man at the’ business it is a course of practical information of the work 
with which he is directly concerned, and for the older telephone man it becomes 
the means of providing an excellent review of the details of his work presented 
in new fashion. 

None of us should be so conceited or so well satisfied with what we know that 
we refuse to increase our knowledge of the line of work by which our meal ticket 
is sustained. Edw. N. Hurley, chairman of the U. S. Shipping Board and, president 
of the Emergency Fleet Corporation says: ““You can sometimes tell what a man is 
earning by the way he acts. If he is very conceited, one of the quick-know-it-all- 
kind, you can jot it down that he is earning about $5,000.00 a year or less. If he is 
just fairly feeling his oats and not really objectionable; he may be getting up to 
$15,000.00. If he is very simple and unaffected, then probably his income is very 
large, for then he is spending none of his time thinking how much he knows, but 
is wholly taken up with learning more about the vast number of things which he 
discovers he does not know. It is only the little man who ever graduates; the big 
fellow stays at school every day of the year.” 


TELEPHONE AS A CIVILIZER 


Either one of two things is true, the 
telephone is a great civilizer or else it is 
the mark of a civilized people. In the 


United States there are 11.39 telephones 
to every hundred inhabitants. In Mex- 
ico there is one telephone to every four 
hundred. In all of South and Central 


America, which combined have the same 
population as the United States, there 
are 325,403 telephones. A third of these 
are in Argentine alone. In the United 
States there are over 12 millions. Ha- 
vana, the most highly developed Latin 
city, has 5.5 telephones per hundred, less 


than half as many per capita as in New 
York City. 


with shown is: 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, OCTOBER 31, 1920 


Number 

Phones 
Central District....2............ 20317 
southern District.......0.0...... 19785 
Western District................ 13739 
Northern District.....00.0..... 13512 
MOURIS Raiseksscctes wvcctbescciescat 7303 


BONN CL fon ee 3880 
QIAPGRCOL aes eh 274 
Collese** View..2...2...2,..453 524 
BY ick ae te RS ee gd oS nes 208 
A DY-Say Repl ee peek ep eine Sean A 140 
ASTEOCTI WOOGIE vous since cee 224 
ISR VGlOCKG oct one ce eee 509 
incon. ek eee eee 15955 
IM SIGOLIM Mee pet cesta keke: 121 
(PANIAMS” 28s Var Soe eae 190 
Pleasant “Dale  .2323..42.4 146 
RAVMONG eee aot ee eee, 200 
University Place................ 1225 
WU ETLG, wae ooketiccesvecatete Mictaats 221 

IDISTRICUN cc. eget AE RL MCE. 01 20317 

Southern District 

PNG Crt | sheng 2 re oe 346 
Ashland. 2224224... 33.2.22,2. 831 
AUDUET WARS 1130 
Liye ng (ey:) | eee oS ee 2769 
PROC es hiccscccdcAee ch Aslecsscaneccs 183 
STOW ILVAUIG: 98st cd et 73 
relibg yy) Re, ON Vee eee ee 172 
@latOnia, io 2-2..et 2a eee. 130 
ABO OK reso deste eee 337 
Crab Orchard.......... hs DE Pes 294 
, DY: ) 01h rat ee Aan e Bete Ber gen 386 
Douglas (ch a6...88..2 te 198 
DUNDEE pz <22:.).t HPA 3851 
Bik seGireek!\* 23... 2a. 8 135 
Di bar gol eye el) yb ae aS 2 a 360 
Bn Gicoucy wt. eee 28 S85 
Bainbury) 2bk..8..bai tte... 1826 
Wille yor SL e22e naka. sc-te..3-2e 127 
HOW Gh. 32: ee tho 134 
Fitim DOLGG? seta. eA he 509 
ONT SOD Peete een ct ste hess 299 
WO MAS Valen pies. A ase 287 
RVR) gs tee: eee ek ee er ee 196 
Nebraska ‘City <-.......-....-..- 1 194 
INGhR WKay peste: Ae se cs! 215 
Ne@Mmani seem eee. -.. - 145 
OUOD Mite ee eek 99 
LOT iie MS ee ee eee By 23s 365 - 
Rickrell © sac 122 
Plattsmouth © .......2..----.---+-++- 1075 
BUY MOU 5.-2et-2-t enedeeep set 279 
Steele Gutyay -.55.cete scot e--- se 181 
THAD A ae ES Se 219 
SUES lth eee eee ay perenne 485 
SyTACUSC — ......-s-eecceeseeeeeneeeeeees 580 
TAM AGS sien cd eeceetercee-nds--s 266 
TINOCTITMIS@MS seectak -tedscie2ies-te----=s £50 
CONG Ta IS he acc con cee sccteteate~ ce dedtnaeda 247 
Wis iVViSt COR: | -assSesbetc..cn A --2 07 
A Tal] oY 2) cae Ae AE OR ere aoe DOT 
WYMOTE ones. ceseceeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee a3) 

VD) Ke pric Ce Alpe st coy eh tf aS 19785 


Av'g. Same 
Per Mo.last 
Tel. Qr. 
$0.52 $0.36 
90 88 
1.03 1.08 
1.07 1.03 
St ar if 
1.87 1.04 
.66 AT 
2 oo 
2.98 2.12 
6.88 0.90 
18 .76 
.09 .09 
oo 23 
3.09 1.42 
1.65 1.46 
1.06 61 
2.65 1.70 
43 oo 
.92 19 
62 G 
16 30 
1.58 1.42 
1.10 TL 
43 41 
1.47 1.33 
1.40 1.93 
45 OT 
2.37 Lio 
AS OT 
2.31 67 
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Northern District 


Av’g. 


1) 


Same 


Number Per Mo.last 


Beaver Crossing................ 392 
BelNeOOG.» 8. ee 199 
Benedict. oe ee 247 
BrAdsua woe toe 320 
Pains) oer ee 242 
Brung fe One eee ee 145 
Cedar GBluits: <3 4 ® 330 
Golowiea” 228k: eee eka 145 
COTUOVais 2 a ae 205 
David Git yen soe 984 
DWieht. cus eee oe 118 
Garland 20s ee 187 
ASFATIBOU Ghee REL 
Gresham: 92230 408 
ETAMPCOW 4. see ee 171 
TCH RGa ace os ee ee ee oe oe 142 
GISHtON oe 94 
MeéCoolee 5 eae eee 300 
TGA (2 es eek 251 
MIT OVO ae oo eee 026 
Octavia 7) tn Steer 134 
Osceola. 42-332) me ae. 82 
PO tee eae eas 529 
Seward _.............. Peihees # eater 10388 
ShelD va. 33 ee ee 365 
SLPOMSOULe he. oe. TOT 
Pam Oray - 40s oe eet a 196 
PRN Q VOGT The iste t er 112 
Utied. fee ke Be 343 
Valparaiso *.224.3.2% 40-4 


EVID CO! 8YLe ied eae oe 317 


WWeNOO  ficcecccas ee ee eee O84 
VOrks S208 tee eee oy 
eMC The tees a i epee 232 


Western District 


Belvidere’ * wissen bas 159 
Bruning’: of 6223. Ae Ss 207 
Carleton.) 280 .o..4 22s ok 188 
Clay... ‘Center 7 .3.4...2...0->-. 393 
Deweese: 6) .akesesienw Skt. S 220 
MOrChestrer. \«icc.c3sis- eet 435 
MG Pari tise ee 443 
HMreteri] 24..4.0.i2..) cee oe 419 
Bainheld \i.0:.620, Ast eke 396 
HWairmont? — 24.22%: 2264..2° 882. 
Wriend: 422.4... 228A aS 645 
Geneva’) 4.28228 222 se S17 
Glenivall?) 2c 28. 2. RS ak 250 
Grafton * <..:....1bes-..: Snes: 194 
(hide ° Rock... av.444..-.+- 292 
Pansen, . .feavect.-<desk ec 165 
ETAL VALG. cccescctvacioccletgerset-s-<2e 643 
ERS ULIN ETS). ..snst5-<tdksn ste ette ocectne 897 
FREDYPON, — Svseeneo nes deceee ab Sintec 55S 
TP UNAMUA — precsds tu cese tise ceases 168 
MAIL PON Sotto ta -s Bet es 188 
One ee ee ee aa 240 
+ Panline? | iik.=.42-321.A..6,220% (8 
PP POBSED clk bisec-2200chs- gonad Baetctste- 135 
Med. GHOUG. | p.c.ccccciss kc. 267 
SPOT VaLLC, | | Ss cites tMbencs-sceeasye es 174 
STORM Cy a. ancl seeteaseccconste etree 376 
SEranri eee. j ee PS. tet 69 
SUPELIOL | ..ck-c,2,--see4-c-neeter= > 959 
Sutton ...... PAST OY BOE Ate 661 
TPRGRICE leak. s.-oeeteeeee se 13739 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER 
Good 
Jo Jo % Jo Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT , 
27 Taneoln vec. 284. Miss A. Scouller.......... 13.6 168 20.2 14.2 27,998 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
9 ishland...4 20. Mrs. Cioblood:...k 2. 5.9 18.8 8.1 6.9 1,970 
20 David City............ Miss A. Sievers.............. 92 3.1 114 99 1,720 
4 Dorchestev............. Miss A. Simpson........... 4.5 SE ne eae 4.5 656 
2 Briend. #0 Miss F. Eichenouv.......... HIG, ees een 38.9 1,097 
13 Louisville ............ Miss M. Twiss............... 6.5 12.7 11.1 8.3 931 
6 Plattsmouth.......... Mrs. H. Wallick............. 6.7 9.8 13.9 6.1. “2478 
11 Seward: owe Miss N. Gumbel........... 8.1 2.2 7.5 7.4 2,805 
18 Wiahoois. es oe Mrs. O. T. Reece........... 7.0 9.0 10.6 9.1 1,948 
19 WieeuWaten 2.2 Miss Ruth Davison........ 9.5 3.7 10.2 9:2 1,031 
Total or AVerage..i ec cccccscceccccceesetceeee.. 619 8:1 10-4 |) 7.2, 14.636 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E., Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
10 Mdearv A235) es) Miss M. Beal... 6.2 1.3 9.7 Ta2 2 
1 Exeter NR ha) Aeon Mrs. R. Alley... B16 ar Gta | 3.3 1 at 
15 Fairmont............... Miss E. Prescott.......... G:bi es” 14.9 8.7 914 
12 Genevan vie. 2 oi Miss B. Ladner .............. 6.6 6.1 11.4 7.71) 24160 
16 Harvard... Miss E. Hein.............. Guy ts) a 10.5. /88 )) 681i 
28 Hastings......000....... Miss H. Richeson......... 14.2) 138.2 21.8 14.5 12.468 
Dies Hebron kan ae Miss M. Bethschieder. 108 10.6 161 126 1318 
22 Osceola: 2.224 24:2 Miss F. Gillispie............ 11.0 46 138 11.2 723 
29 Red Cloud... Miss B. Havel.............. 15.8 182 188 169 738 
21 Stromsburg........... Miss V. Richeson........... 9:6°° "9!5) 1 418'7. 10:5 740 
19 Superior... Miss M. Atwater............ OL INT.O” ms 15.48 iSOina700 
Bale Suttons 0 2) 4: Miss V. Grosshans....... 41 20 46 38 801 
25 NWiow it... he Miss) 8.) Horny 222 ea) 12.9 73 149 183 3,209 
Total or Average............220..ccceccceseseseesee 8.9 (key Sula 9.8 29,383 
ies SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
- AUDUTN...22...-2.-2.2-. Miss L. MacFarlane.... 8.0 8.3 10 
23 Beatrice............... Mrs. B. Sharp............. 118 101 128 4113 478 
22-A DeWitt... Miss M. Willey.............. TO'S) a VESIG\ 9r13/4ye 1.0 MN MBEa 
26 Pairbury:...)...)4..! Mrs. R. McFarland........ 18.1 100 17.6 13.4 3,296 
8  Humboldt.............Miss C. Gillan... 75 1 ald 6.5 978 
14 Nebraska City....Mrs. S. Brandt... 7.6 94 11.7 85 3.273 
7 Syracuse... Mrs. E. Gately... 49 80 92 63 1,002 
16-A Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith... 53 68 125 88 1250 
17-A Wilber... Miss E. Korbel... 63 121 140 91 ‘909 
5 Wymore................. Miss R. MeNelly.......... 4.1 3.8 8.4 5.9 1,381 
Total or Average).\.i2) Ais, 7.9 7 
ne or Average for September... ..0..0..00000000..... 11.1 13 ti 25 a7 one 
otal or average for October.........eececeeeececceee 93 10.1 13.7 10.0 93:753 


MANY LIKE THIS WOMAN? 

They tell this story over in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. A kindly-disposed woman 
called up one morning, and said: 

“TI am leaving for California tomorrow, 
girlie, so I won’t be calling you for sev- 
eral weeks. I am locking up our house, 
with everything in it. We will not be 
using our library, of course, so I am 
sending you down a big box of books to 


read while I am gone. I hope you won’t 
get lonesome with nobody on the line 


for you to look after.” 

They spoiled the joke, however, by 
telling her that the company had not yet 
reached that position of affluence where 
it could afford an operator for each in- 
dividual line. And yet some people still 
kick about rates! 


Desk 
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Miss Nellie Manspeaker 
and information operator, 


Beatrice. 


mon battery board. 
./ building all of the farm lines, which now are all 


Can you beat this record? Miss Nellie Man- 
sepaker has to her credit fourteen years of con- 
tinuous service. She was employed by the New 
Home Telephone company in June 1907. During 
this time she has been absent from duty, ex- 
cept for vacations and illness in her family, less 
than thirty days. She was one of last operators 
to leave the old office at the time of the con- 
solidation of the New Home company and the 
Lincoln Company. She is at present. rend- 
ering valuable service, to the company in the 
capacity of desk and information operator. Her 
pleasant and courteous voice and manner and 
her thorough knowledge of _ the work has 
smoothed out many a_ telephone wrinkle and 
pacified irritable patrons. Rain or shine; warm 
or cold; she is always on the job at the time 
she is expected, and if Miss Nellie does a thing 
you. may be sure it is done correctly. She 
values very highly the bencfits to which she 
ig entitled by the company disability and pen- 
sion plan. ,Her policy is “It pays to stick.” 


ASHLAND 
Ashland really feels that it is on the map and 
a very important part of the Lincoln Telephone 
& Telegraph company.. We had all of our city 
lines rebuilt and in March cut over to a com- 
Last week we finished re- 


metallic. The boys that have been here all sum- 
mer doing the rebuilding were a fine bunch and 
we shall miss them. 

Mr. Harold Jungblutt, who has heen assisting 
the wire chief, has been transferred to the Lin- 
coln office. ‘(Never mind, Harold, we will forward 
your mail.’’ 

One warm evening in October all of the ope- 
rators enjoyed a weiner roast at the Platte river, 
and by the kindness of Sidney and Haro'd had 
a joy ride out and back in one of the trucks. 

Elsie Anderson, asistant chief operator, went 
to Lincoln to attend the Nebraska Notre Dame 
football game. She said it was great, although 
it was ‘‘gloomy’’. : 

Irene Squires, evening chief operator, was in 
Omaha last Thursday taking in the show. Alone? 
No. 

Agnes Vant was in Greenwood visiting her 
cigter. We understand the ride was a little 
“Sandy’’. 

Lilly Olson is smiling over the return of her 
twin sister from the west. 

Tor Spvrleck has been back seeing his old 
friends and also bidding them farewell, exvect- 
inc to gro to the armv. But mother had a word 
to sav and we hear ho is with the comvanv in 
the T.aineo'n office. ‘Every cloud has a. silver 
linine,”? erd O'ive is sti'l on the fores here. 

Nina Weaver has been added to our operating 
force. 


AUBURN 

The walls and radiators in the traffic and com- * 

mercial departments have been repainted, making 

a great improvement in the appearance of both 
departments. ) 

Miss Stella Clark spent Sunday with her sister, 
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who was formerly a telephone operator but now 
lives on a farm near Stella. 

The Misses Lottie Gertsch and Lois Lewellyn 
motored to Omaha to visit reiatives, and while 
there visited the Omaha office. 

Miss Flora Barnard has been employed in the 
traffic department. 

The Misses Gladys Falk and Hope Mathes were 
visitors at the Nebraska City office, and also vis- 
ited Mrs. Ruth McFarland, who was formerly 
Auburn’s chief operator. They report an enjoy- 
able time. . 

While out on one of her evening rides, Miss 
Nellie Shanks, line operator, stopped off at Hum- 
boldt and made the office a short visit. 

J. L. Stines, of the Fruit Growers’ association, 
presented the operators with a bushel of Grimes 
Golden apples in appreciation of good service. 

The Misses Lois Lewellyn and Lottie Gertsch 
attended the foot ball game at Fremont. 

G. E. Codington, our manager, and his wife, 
are visiting their daughter Ruth, who is attend- 
ing school at Fulton, Mo. 

The Misses Lois Mae McFarlane, chief operator, 
and Minnie McFarlane, line operator, are attend- 
ing the evening sessions of the Mid-West Bible 
training school, which opened the 4th of October. 

Clarence Penny has been employed in the plant 
department. 

DeRoy Helfer has been transferred from Dun- 
bar to Auburn as combination man. 


BEAVER CROSSING 

The traffic department is enjoying the bright 
sunshine in its new operating room. The oper- 
ators are grateful for the change, and are sure 
they can work better in their more pleasant sur- 
roundings. 

Mrs. Cora Smith spent her vacation visiting 
relatives and friends in Nuckolls county. 

R. R. Helm, manager, and H. S. Knudson, 
combinationman, went hunting one evening and 
returned long after dark without lights and 
no ducks and with the story, ‘‘we lost our way.” 

Mrs. Latha Horton, night operator, is enter- 
taining her brother V. P. Vaughan, of Wyoming. 

Viola Barnes, operator, has had the blues the 
last few weeks. Cheer up, “Vi’’, the gang may 
be moved near soon and then ‘‘red’’ will come. 

Several of our good subscribers presented the 
operators with candy and apples the last month. 

Algy Knudson, chief operator, was invited to 
a birthday dinner out on the farm Sunday, Octo- 
ber 24th, and of all the good things to eat and 
fun you can have! 


CEDAR BLUFFS 

H. W. Till, former manager at the Cedar 
Bluffs exchange, is now in charge of Basket 
Store No. 2 at Lincoln. We wish Mr. Till sue- 
cess in his new work. 

- Loyd Whitney of David City is to be wire 
chief at Cedar Bluffs, beginning November Ist, 

Miss Anna Seymour, T. C. O., spent October 
9th with us at this office. Chief operator Mrs. 
Walizer and operators are always glad to have 
Miss Seymour visit us. 

The Farmer’s Elevator company presented the 
operators with a fine box of candy for service 
rendered during a fire October 16th. 


DAVID CITY 

Misses Dora Meyers and Lena McCracken have 
been added to the force in the David City office. 

Miss Seymour, traveling chief operator, visited 
the office during the month of October. 

Mr. Mebsker treated the operators with large 
sacks of apples several ‘times this month in ap- 
preciation of the service rendered him. 

Harry Langdale was employed by the plant de- 
- partment recently. 

Mr. Llovd Whitney has been transferred to 
Cedar Bluffs as wire chief. We all wish him suc- 
cess in his new location. 


Miss Anna Phillips has resigned her position 
in the commercial department to take up a po- 
sition in the county agent’s office at Seward. 

Misses Viola Meyers and Laura Wolburg, 
operators at Osceola, visited the David City 
office recently. 

Miss Thelma Lunsford has been quite sick with 
quinsy. 


DORCHESTER 

Oh! yes, Dorchester is still at the same place. 

Mr. R. E. Mattison, commercial superintendent 
at Lincoln, paid this office a friendly visit one day 
the week of Oct. 10. 

Chief Operator Miss Simpsecn made a trip to 
Lincoln on October 23rd. 

Miss Verbsky of Crete is filling vacancy made 
by Mrs. Ross, local operator, while she is on her 
vacation. 

We have a fine little exchange here and the 
service is great. The Dorchester community can 
be proud of the service given by the chief oper- 
ator and the working force. 

The manager took advantage of a rainy day 
and gave the office a general cleaning; also put 
up new curtains for decorations. 

Mr. Kimball, district traffic manager, paid the 
office a visit one day this month. If Mr. Kim- 
ball comes back again we will agree to furnish 
him a chair that won’t break down. Any way 
that was what happened. 


EDGAR 

Grace Bailey, one of Edgar’s former operators, 
but at present an A. T. & T. operator at Omaha, 
was a caller at our office on the 3rd. On her 
return to Omaha she was sent to Cleveland, Ohio, 
to do relief work in the A. T. & T. office there 
for a few weeks. 

Miss Mildred MacDonald spent the day with 
us the 22nd. We all enjoyed having her with us. 

Alfred Wallen, one of Edgar’s patrons, pre- 
sented the operating force with a peck of fine 
apples the 26th in appreciation of good service. 

The operating force received one-half gallon of 
sweet cider from the manager of the Garden 
orchard. 


FAIRBURY 

Miss Theresa Seidler of the commercial de- 
partment spent her vacation at Deshler, Nebr., 
and White City, Kansas, during October. 

A. R. Sluss has returned from Denver, and 
again entered the employ of the company at 
Fairbury. 

L. D. Parker, country troubleman on the Fair- 
bury exchange, has been transferred to the Adams 
exchange as manager. 

Fred E. Cook, testman at Fairbury, has been 
transferred to Nebraska City as switchboard man. 

Gear, combination man on the Fairbury 
exchange, spent his vacation at Diller the latter 
part of October. 

Miss Irene Parker has returned to duty in the 
commercial department at Fairbury after under- 
going an operation for appendicitis. 

' Manager C. G. Bennet of Fairbury visited Ne- 
braska City and Auburn the middle of October. 

Al. Letillier and gang are busy stringing a new 
toll circuit west of Fairbury. 

Mrs. Clifford Bachoritch of Tobias was a 
pleasant caller at the Fairbury office, during the 
week of the fall festival. 

Mrs. Lyllian Nyce, chief operator at Steele City, 
made the Fairbury office a call in October. 

The Fairbury office was honored by a visit from 
N. G. Fitchpatrick, general superintendent of 
traffic of the British Columbia Telephone Co. of 
Vancouver, B. C. Mr. Fitchpatrick had many 
complimentary things to say about the Fair- 
bury exchange and service. 

J. C. Gear of the Fairbury plant announces 
the arrival of a ten pound daughter at his home 
October Ist. 

At 8:30 P. M., Saturday, October 9th, in the 
rest room, were the time, the place, and the date 
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set for the s’prise party on Mrs. Dore. Every one 
promised to be there, and what a time we did 
have! During the fore part of the evening mis- 
cellaneous games were played, and after a lunch 
consisting of sandwiches, salad, pickles, olives, 
doughnuts and coffee, the girls spent the rest 
of the evening dancing, the White Piano company 
furnishing us a victrola for the occasion. The 
girls presented Mrs. Dore with three pieces of 
pyrex and a cut glass marmalade jar. At a 
very late hour the party broke up, every one de- 


_claring they had had a fine time. Mrs. C. G. Ben- 


nett was a guest. 

Misses Bessie Kuntorod and Ruth Javret have 
been employed in the traffic department at Fair- 
bury. Misses Trasie Heiman and Dorothy Fraz- 
ier have been re-employed. 

Mrs. Myrtel Dore, chief’ operator at Fairbury, 
resigned Oct. 15th. Mrs. Dore has been employed 
in the traffic department for six years, and dur- 
ing the past year has been C. O. Mrs. Ruth 
McFarland has taken her place. 


FRIEND 


Mrs. Geo. W. Ball of David City, chief operator, 
visited our office one day last week. 

Misses Clara Klein and Clara Shunk were Lin- 
coln visitors. 

Jake Haberman, manager at Bellwood, was a 
pleasant caller. 

The Friend chief operator is the proud pos- 
sessor of a new Brunswick, and Clara Klein of 
a new pair of shoes. 

Chris Haberman, manager, went to Humphrey, 
Nebraska, to be pallbearer at the funeral of one 
of his old ‘‘pals’’ whose remains were shipped 
over from France. 

The force has recently received several boxes of 
candy from subscribers for good service given. 

Mr. Worthel of Cordova was a pleasant caller 


one morning. 


GLENVIL 


Mr. Paul Matthewson of Hebron has been trans- 
ferred to Glenvil as manager of the exchange at 
that place. 

Miss Anne Hunnicutt, who has been on the 
sick list for the past few days, is able to re- 
sume her duties. 

Miss Josephine Williams, ‘“‘A’’ operator at Glen- 
vil, resigned recently. 

Miss Maude Boltjes has resigned to resume 
her school work. 


THEN 


JIM AND BOB USED TO WORK Fe 
IN THE SAME OFFICE. WHILE BOB fa) 
JIM WATCHED QO WATCHED UU 4 
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Mr. and Mrs. Matthewson were Hastings vis- 
itors one day during the month. 


GUIDE ROCK 


Our new operating room is finished, and we are 
ready for winter. 

Operators ciaim it was like being in the 
trenches while carpenters were at work, especially 
while the men were laying new floor beside the 
switchboard. 

Our rural subscribers are getting used to 
L. T. & T. company routine and look forward 
to the line tests each morning. 


HAMPTON 


Mr. Young, commercial manager at York, was 
at Hampton the first part of the month looking 
over the commercial work before going on his 
vacation. 

Two pleasant callers at our office were Mr. 
Murphy and Mr. Cummings on Tuesday, Oct. 26th. 

Allen Cummings of Red Cloud spent several 
days in and around Hampton inspecting the toll 
lead. 

Mr. Wheeler, district plant chief of Hastings, 
made a short call at the Hampton office one 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Carl Gantt, Hampton’s lineman, is back on the 
job after a couple of weeks’ absence. 

The Misses Daisy and Cora Misner, operators 
at Hampton, have been. enjoying themselves by 
attending the movies at Aurora several times the 
past month.. 

Jack Frost has been hanging around the 
Hampton office the last few days. Wonder aie. 
the operaters are the attraction. Looks suspic- 
ious. 


HASTINGS 


Miss Kathryn Hynes motored to Bladen to 
spend Sunday with home folks. 

The Misses Farlow and. Ralston, former em- 
ployes, made us a short visit. 

Miss Gertrude Buscher spent Saturday and Sun- 
day with home folks near Glenvil. : 

Mr. C. L. Sluyter, former district traffic chief 
in the western district, paid us a short call the 
9th. 

Miss Lena Lanvhere visited friends in Trumbull 
over Saturday and Sunday. 

Miss Eulah Sears has been absent from duty 
several weeks on account of illness. 

Mrs. Clare Witt, an experienced P. B. X. oper- 
ator, was employed the 6th at the Hotel Clarke. 
Miss Muriel Dixon resigned to accept a position 
with Sutton & Company. 4 

Geo. K. Gann, traffic superintendent, visited 
this exchanre the first of the month. 

A subscriber desiring to report trouble, not 
knowing who or what department to ask for, 
said, ‘Centra’, give me the wire chief, trouble 
cook or relief committee.”” He was duly con- 
nected with the proper person. 

Miss Marjorie Havnes, line operator, underwent 
an operation for appendicitis at the Mary Lan- 
ning hosvital. She is making rapid improvement, 
and will be moved hom? soon. 

Are Hallowe’en parties fun? We think so. 
During the month we had three. The first was 
held at the home of Claudine Glasco, the event 
being in honor of her birthday. The second was 
held at Juniata Marywel’s home and the last 
one at the home of Jrene Haynes. Oh, yes! The 
ghosts and witches were thre every time. Con- 
siderable powder was wasted due to the fact that 
if vou got an apple vou hed to duck for it. | 

The following girls have been employed in the 
Hastings exchance: Lola Pe'ten of El _Paso, 
Texas: Bertha Russel of Omeha: Faye Sigman 
of Lewistown, Wyo., and Flossie Searles of New- 
ton, Kansas. A'l have had some experience. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Murvhv entertained a num- 
ber of the telenhone emovloves at cards on Hal- 
lowe’en. Miss Segelki of Crete was a guest. 
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Miss Edna Snyder 
Stenographer in Commercial 
dent's office at Lincoln. 


a3 ee 


Superinten- 


HAVELOCK 

Manager Anderson has been busy lately paint- 
ing his house. From all reports he is some 
painter. 

Miss Ruth Messersmith has resigned her po- 
sition as “‘A’’ operator and accepted the position 
of P. B. X. operator at the Patriot Motors Co. 

Miss Dorothy Hickok, Edith Henry and Myrna 
Deremer have resigned their positions as “A” 
operators to return to their school duties. 

Miss Vera MHatchett, former chief operator, 
slipped away one bright day last month and re- 
turned home with a husband, Mr. Eddie Wasson 
of Havelock. We wish you luck, Vera, even if 
it is leap year. 

Miss Ruby Reynolds of Omaha has been named 
to fill the vacancy made by the resignation of 
Mrs. Eddie Wasson as chief operator, and! as- 
sumed her new duties August 20th. 

Miss Frankie Lawson, Ruth Mick, Helen Stani- 
forth and Igerna McLaughlin have been employed 
by the traffic department as ‘“‘A”’ operators. 

Mrs. Theresa Holmes, night operator, was on 
the sick list the past week but is back on the job 
with a smile. 

Miss Charlotte Reyno'ds of Dubuque, Iowa, 
cousin of the chief operator, spent last Monday 
at the office. 

Manager Anderson laid off one day the past 
werk end tank his two small sons to St. Eliza- 
beth’s hosnital, where thev had their tonsils re- 
moved. Thev ar both gettine along nicely. 

Miss Mavme Hillman has been transferred to 
Plattsmouth as nicht operator. 

Miss Revno'ds, chief operator, spent last Sun- 
day in Om»h- at the home of her mother, Mrs. 
L. A. Revno'ds. 

Mieqg Hevermelo and Miss Hickok have been 
he'ning ont at TIniversitv Place the nast week. 

Mics Mel suehlin treated the cirls to a won- 
derfvul eheentate nie last Thursday. Some pie, 
but there’s a r-acon. 


We are glad to have Miss Alma Howell sub 
for us along with her school work. 


LINCOLN—SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

The operators in the service department at 
Lincoln exchange are a little peeved at the editor 
of The News because he failed to mention a 
weinie roast they had reported. The girls se- 
cured the necessary articles for an event of this 
kind and hiked out to the woods south of Lin- 
coln and had the time of their lives, so they say. 
The men who were invited to partake of this feast 
also report a glorious time. 

C. L. Sluyter, formerly of the engineering de- 
partment, but now with the Western Electric 
Co., at New York, was a visitor. 

R. Brieiner, manual department supervisor, has 
returned after a few months’ leave of absence 
spent in a cooler climate during the hay fever 
season. 

Matilda Vanacek, a former trouble operator, is 
back on the job again. 

Marie Clare, a former employe in the service 
department, was a visitor recently. She has 
spent the past few years on a ranch in Wyoming. 
Marie certainly looks as though that kind of 
a life agreed with her. 

L. Saunders, testboard man, spent his vacation 
at Pilger, Neb. 

M. Gass, cable splicer in the service depart- 
ment, Lincoln, passed around the cigars announc- 
ing his step into the bonds of perpetual grind. 
Something wrong with this cable gang—this is 
the second event of this kind within the past two 
months. What’s the matter, Clark? Cold feet? 

_W. E. Price a Western Electric installer, and 
his helper, Mr. Lamont, are on the job install- 
ing new plates in our toll board battery. This is 
the first time Mr. Price has been on the job since 
1913. He looks just as ‘“‘sulubreous”’ as ever, and 
seems to have the same old amount of “hoss 
powah.” 

The P. B. X. men in the service department 
are on a tour of inspection around our P. B. X. 
boards. Judging from the reports received from 
some of our patrons they are pretty well pleased 
with the class of work these men are doing. 

Chas. — Brown, main office supervisor in the 
automatic switchroom, has had to move his stock 
cabinet to make room for new students that are 
starting to learn the automatic game. Bill 
Rustin is also starting a school for students. 

Chas. Meshier, local dispatcher, announces the 
arrival of a 714% pound boy at his house. 

Mrs. Smith, trouble supervisor, met with an 
accident while on an auto trip. She came back 
looking like a young cyclone had struck her, but 
she is able to be around now and looks none the 
worse for her experience. 

The following new emploves were added to the 
service department during the month: Ray Bald- 
win, apprentice switchman; Joseph Snurlock, ap- 
prentice switchman; Fern McLaughlin, trouble 
operator. 


LINCOLN 

Mr. Fred <A. Walker, contract department, 
Lincoln commercial office, returned the middle 
cf October from a two weeks vacation. Mr. 
Walker svent most of his vacation with relatives 
and friends at Nebraska Citv, and returns fat 
and happy. He states that he had a very en- 
jovabl time, but glad to get back on his job 
agrin. 

Mrs. Hettie Foster, cashier’s office, Lincoln ex- 
chanees, visited relatives in Illinois, taking a 
month’s leave of absence. 

Don G. Bell, assistant commercial manager, 
Lincoln exchange, hed the misfortune to severely 
wrench the limaments in his foot while playing 
vollev ball at the local Y. M. C..A. Due to this 
unfortunate accident Mr. Bell will probably have 
to hobble around on crutches the next few weeks. 


-__ _— 
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MILFORD 

Miss Maude Daniels has resigned her position 
as operator at Milford. Miss Daniels has been 
employed in the traffic department since 1912. 
The operators presented to her, as a token of 
friendship and esteem, a beautiful silver cream 
ladle. Dan Cupid is responsible for her resig- 
nation. ; 

Miss Emma Springer has been employed as 
student operator. 


NEBRASKA CITY 

Yes, they’re married. Who? Jack Ford and 
Ernestine Blumel. When? September 21, 1920. 
Where? Nebraska City. Jack Ford is one of 
our very efficient foremen in the Southern dis- 
trict and is very popular with—everybody. Mrs. 
Ford, or Ernestine, as we know her best, has 
been with the telephone company at Nebraska 
City since September, 1911, starting work with 
us as night operator and working in different ca- 
pacities with the traffic department until July, 
1916. She was then transferred to the com- 
mercial department, where she has most efficient- 
ly filled the position of cashier, and by her bright 
smiles and sweet disposition has made many 
friends, both for herself and for the company. We 
surely miss you, Ernestine, but under the happy 
circumstances, we cannot wish you back. Here’s 
wishing Mr. and Mrs. Ford long life and much 
happiness and only cares enough to make their 
life’s sunset a glorious one. 

Mrs. Ruth McFarland has been transferred to 
Fairbury as chief operator, Mrs. Myrtle Dore 
having resigned. Mrs. McFarland came to us 
as a student operator in February, 1918, and in 
the summer of 1919 was promoted to assistant 
chief operator. In December, 1919 , she was 
transferred to Auburn as chief. operator, filling 
that position admirably until September 1, 1920, 
when she came to Nebraska City. By her win- 
ning personality she won many friends in the 
city, who regretted her removal to Fairbury. But 
Fairbury is “home,” and we are glad for her 
sake that she could go. 

R. QO. Parks, Southern district traffic chief, was 
a recent welcome visitor at Nebraska City. 

Misses Cecelia Brnst, Helen Tucker and Lucile 
McCarty are student operators in Nebraska City. 

Mrs. Sybil Brandt is acting chief, operator in 
Nebraska City, having relieved Mrs. McFarland. 

Miss Josie Thompson, toll operator at Nebraska 
City, was a recent week-end visitor at Hoskins, 
Nebraska. Miss Josie has a very sweet voice, 
and was lately complimented very highly by one 
of “our” district managers for her prompt and 
courteous service. 

Mr. Earl Cook is the new switchboard man at 
Nebraska City, having been transferred from 
Fairbury. 

Russell Thrapp, late switchboard man at the 
city, has resigned and gone west. ; 

Manager W. H. Turner, of Nebraska City, very 
ably assisted the band at a Harvest Home picnic 
at Syracuse recently. You should see Nebraska 
City’s bandboys in uniform, especially “our own” 
particular member. 

BE. C. Ernestine, Nebraska City jeweler, re- 
cently sent the traffic department a fine box of 
candy in appreciation of the excellent service 
given him when his son was killed, and during 
that week of extreme sorrow. : 

Last week a little angel slinped on a _ sun- 
beam and slid right down into the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lee Wescott of Dunbar. Mrs. Wes- 
eott was Miss Anna Carson, and for a number 
of years was an employe of the traffic depart- 
ment at Nebraska City. The little ladv will be 
called ‘Ruth’ in honor of Miss Ruth Metz, as- 
sistant chief operator at the citv. 

If Dan Cupid gets in all the work he has 
planned for Nebraska City this fall and winter, 
he won’t have verv much time to devote to any 
other exchange. This ought to be good news to 
all other chief operators. 


‘ 


October 19, 1920, was special election day in 
Nebraska City to vote bonds for a new com- 
munity house, the American Legion being back 
of the movement, -Mr. Earl Kline, state com- 
mander, and a resident of the city, asked the 
telephone company to allow him to talk to some 
one at every telephone in the city, putting up 
as many calls as possible at a time, and as near 
midday as possibie. Miss Ruth Metz, assistant 
C. O., with Miss Margaret Tourville, as assistant, 
were assigned to give this service. From ten to 
fifteen connections were estabiished at a _ time, 
and the time taken was from 11:15 A} M. to 1:45 
P. M. The accompanying letter shows the Le- 
gion’s appreciation of our work, as well as did 
the three nice boxes of candy that were sent to 
the girls. The bonds carried. Although only 
Misses Metz and Tourville were responsible for 
the service, the whole force feels proud that the 
telephone company had a share in the victory. 
The letter reads as follows: 

To the Operators, 
Lincoln Tel. & Tel. Co., 
City. 

Greetings: Yesterday’s special election was a 
big victory for the progressive element in Ne- 
braska City. Adam Schellinger Post No. 8. The 
American Legion, wants you to know what im- 
portant part you played in. putting Nebraska 
City. another notch higher in the list of prog 
ressive cities of the state. ; 

We went to thank you for the courtesies ex- 
tended and the efficient service given our com- 
mittee. We feel that this service was a big fac- 
tor in getting people out to vote and bringing 
about the gratifying results attained. 

Again thanking you and with hearty good wishes 
we are, 

Cordially, 
Adam Schellinger, Post No. 8, 
By Arthur H. Barstler, Adjutant. 

October 30th, and Hallowe’en! Shall we have 
a party? Every one said “Yes.” So it was 
planned to be held at Brown’s Park, Nebraska 
City, Saturday night. Brick Dunn’s orchestra 
was engaged, splendid ‘‘eats’’ ordered, and masq- 
uerade suits! Oh, my! You should have seen 
us! There were clowns galore, both girls and 
boys, a queen, two harem ladies who recently 
escaped from a pasha in Turkey, a young gipsy 
girl, a Japanese lady of rank. a fortune teller. 
a minister, and Satan himself came also. There 
was one “‘Baby Doll,’”’ and how she did flirt. Some 
one had a ouija board and called a couple of 
‘‘shosts’’ to grace the occasion. Games were 
played for awhile, but most of the time was 
spent in dancing. And Eating! We had sand- 
wiches (three kinds), pickles, olives, doughnuts, 
pumpkin pies—such pies—and coffee with real 
cream. And Cider! And Apples! Every one 
seemed to have a good time all voting to have 
another party soon, but not on a Saturday night. 
because, you Know, you have to go home so early. 

C. L. Walker’s smiling “countenance has been 
seen around Nebraska City frequently of late. We 
assure him a hearty welcome whenever he can 
come, 

Mr. Cary, Southern district plant chief, was 
a welcome visitor in the city last week. 

The new building at Nebraska City is assuming 
quite a finished appearance from the outside. 
When finished it will be the finest and most up- 
to-date p'ant in the Southern district. 

Mer. C. G. Bennett recently made thirty or 
more service observations in Nebraska City, and 
reported to the chief operator that he received 
the best of service in every instance. Call asain, 
Mr. Bennett. 

Mr. Clyde Burge, Fairbury’s popular switch- 
board man, has been helping in the Nebraska 
City office the vast week. 


ONG 
The office was papered and varnished in Cctober 
and given a general cleaning. 
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O. W. Gowen, manager, is repairing his lines, 
getting ready for winter. : 

Mrs. Florence Darrah and Miss Flossie Peter- 
son, relief operators, assisted in the Shickley of- 
fice during September. 

Miss Ethel Rowlison, chief operator, visited 
with relatives in DeWitt the 17th. 


PAULINE : 

Mr. Mattison, of Lincoln, and Mr. Cooper 
made our office a short visit one day last weel:. 

We are enjoying very much the use of our new 
Kellogg switchboard, installed some time ago. 

Miss Viola Richeson. chief operator at Stroms- 
burg, made our office a short visit one Sunday 
last month. 


PROSSER 

Things are going fine, since installing our new 
switchboard and moving into our new auarters. 

Mrs. E. A. King and children of Pocatello, 
Idaho are visiting her mother, Mrs. Bechel, chief 
operator at Prosser. 

One of our good subscribers presented the 
office with a bushel of fine potatoes. 

Mrs. Chappen Phipps, former operator, visited 
the office last week. 

Mrs. Beckel, chief operator, spent her vacation 
at Aurora, Lincoln and other points. 

Margaret Katzbug, regular operator, spent her 
vacation at Hastings with home folks. 


SEWARD 

Mrs. Harry Wray, who did a great deal of ad- 
vertising over the lines, brought the operators 
a half bushel of pears in appreciation of tlicir 
services. declaring them a faithful bunch of 
workers. 

Miss Landon made a business trip to Lincoln 
on the 21st. 

Misses Craige and Henderson visited a few 
days in Crete the middle of the month. 

Miss Fosler has been employed as lJecal oper- 
ator. 

Miss Nellie Gumbel visited over Sunday, the 
24th, with friends in Aurora. 

Miss Douty, bookkeeper. is back at work after 
a month’s vacation. 

Miss Craige visited the last few days of the 
month with her father in Arapahoe, Neb. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Mapel spent their vacation 
in Iowa visiting relatives and friends, making 
the trip by auto. 

On Friday evening, the 29th of October, the 
young ladies of the trafic and commercial de- 
partments gathered in MHallowe’en jollities at 
the home of Mildred and Nellie Gumbel to learn 
their future fates and test their ability at win- 


Mr. and Mrs. Mehuron, of Milligan 
Just married hence the pose. 


ning prizes. After more ghostly hilarities a 
luncheon .consisting of sandwiches, potato salad, 
pickles, olives, pumpkin pie and coffee was served 
by the hostesses. Every one enjoyed the even- 
ing,—in fact, they rather resented the fact that 
the clock struck the hour of midnight and brought 
the realization that they must get a few hours’ 
sleep before returning to their duties the next 
morning. 

The girls of the traffic department were treateé 
to hamburger sandwiches and home-made catsup 
by Mrs. C. Miers, and the next day Mrs. Hender- 
son sent them a big dish of chocolate fudge. 


SHELBY 

Last Wednesday the Ladies Aid society treated. 
the operators to chicken sandwiches. cake and 
pickles for good service rendered. 

Mable Swedeker went to Osceola Monday and 
had four teeth pulled. She regrets the loss of the 
teeth, but does not fancy the tooth ache. 

Hazel Swedeker took supper with her sister on 
the farm Sunday night. No place like the farm 
for Hazel. I wonder why? 


SHICKLEY 

Mrs. Anderson and children left for -teneva. 
last Monday after about six weeks at this office. 

Mrs. Young and daughter, Fauna. formerly in 
charge of the Hansen exchange. moved to Shieck- 
ley October 25th to take charge of the exchane 
here. They left many warm friends at Hensen, 
but expect to ¢ain more at Shickley. 

On Saturday night. October 23rd. the Hansen 
community gave Mrs. Young and children a fare- 
well reception and as a token of their friend- 
ship and appreciation of the work done for 
them in the past two and one half years pre- 
sented them with a purse containing $20, which 
was gratefully received. The kindness of Hansen 
subscribers throughout the stay of the Young 
family with them will never be forgotten. Every- 
body, ‘‘hats off’? to Hansen. 

Master Fernon Young came to Shickley with 
his mother, and expects to enter high school in 
the ninth grade. 

The work at Shickley is progressing nicely, and 
the collections for the last quarter are coming 
in fine, under the direction of our wouthv man- 
ager, A E. Ho't. 


_ .STROMSBURG 

Earl Presson spent a few days in Omaha, and 
while there had his tonsils removed. 

Miss Mattison attended the county fair at. 
Osceola. 

Mrs. Lunhley went to York to the musical com- 
edy ‘‘Cheer up, Mabel.”’ 

Miss Richeson spent a week end in Hastings: 
visiting relatives. 

Miss Hesler of York visited our office on 
Sunday, the 24th. 

Misses Nelson and Swanson spent an after- 
noon in York ‘‘shopping.”’ 


SUPERIOR 


We are glad to have Miss Flossie Colson with 
us again if only for a few days. Although Miss 
Colson likes Superior fine, there seems to be a 
greater attraction nearer home; therefore, the 
inpossibility of staying over Sunday. 

Miss Hazel Craig is back in the commercial de- 
partment for a few hours each day, assisting Mr. 
Jensen during the absence of the bookkeeper. 

Little Billy, son of Manager Jensen, has been 
quite ill and under the doctor’s care for several 
weeks. At present he is slowly improving. 

Mrs. Dayle Rhoades, former operator, and son, 
Melvin Lloyd, made us a pleasant call during ‘the 
month. 

Miss Rosie Attwater, former operator, but now 
of the comm:rcial department, is expected home 
the 8lst from Kirksville, Mo., where she under- 
went an operation a few weeks ago. 


—--——-- 
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Miss Margaret Hersche 
Night “A’’ Operator at Nebraska City. 


SUTTON 


Ghosts Walk at Telephone Office! 

Last Friday night, the local telephone employes 
held a session with ghosts. witches. black cats and 
other gruesome things that will long remain a 
bright memory to those present. Owing to the 
fact that it was in honor of the’birthday of Miss 
Opal Foster, as well as for Hallowe’en,. some 
rather elaborate preparations had been made. 

The party met about 8 o’clock at the telephone 
office and there received a supernatural message 
from the ghost world, to follow some marks 
which a ghost had made for their guidance. With 
much trepidation they started on their journey 
into the unknown, and soon found themselves 
at the light plant. Here they found some pack- 
ages, with the sign of the ghost, containing some 
peanuts. They were again urged forward and 
being led to Lilliedoll’s Oil station, found for 
each one an all-day sucker. Again ghostly 
promptings led them to the home of Miss Mary 
Scheidmann in the western part of the city, where 
they were treated to pop corn balls. From here 
they were led through dark and devious ways 
back to the Olson home, where they were wel- 
comed by the ghost itself, carrying a lantern. 
They were ushered into the dining room, which 
was dark except for a Jack o’ Lantern. Here 
a witch appeared and chased them into the base- 
ment, where they trod the ghostly path, and 
felt the ghostly presence. At the end. of the 
walk, they came into the presence of an immense 
black cat with great, gleaming, bright eyes, where 
they no doubt did penance for their sinful lives. 
Then back upstairs they were sent, where they 
removed their wraps and started the social fes- 
tivities of the evening. Several musical numbers 
were enjoyed, a song by Miss Vera Grosshans 
and a song by Messrs. Whichlock and Swanson 
and the Misses Anna and Alma Nuss. Then 
the spirits were consulted with the aid of the 
ouija board. 

Refreshments were next in order. In _ the 
basement were found the place cards, each 


guarded by a tiny black cat. Candles with au- 
tumn decorations lighted the scene. Then every- 
body proceeded up stairs where the following 
menu was served: 


Creamed Chicken 


Spaghetti _ Cold Slaw 
Potato Salad 
Pickles 
Pumpkin Pie with Whipped Cream 
Coffee 


Everything was again darkened and amid 
shrieks, they were shown by the spirits of what 
temporal and vain things mortal man is made. 
This was a solomn ceremony and was much en- 
joyed, especially by the ladies. 

It was later discovered that Miss Erma Brown 
was the ghost, while Miss Marie Scheideman was 
the witch. , 

The following were those present: 

Miss Gladys Foster Dr. Barbee 

Miss Vera Grosshans Guy Swanson 

Miss Opal Foster Berl Whitlock 

Miss Lottie Eberhardt Wm. Udell, of Fairmont, 

Miss Erma Brown Neb. 

Mrs. Clara Boliel Mr. and Mrs. Chas Olson 

Miss Mary Scheide- Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
mann Marsh. 

Misses Anna and Alma 

Nuss 

Everyone around here is always wishing for 
excitement. Well, I guess their wish was ful- 
filled on Monday morning about a week ago 
when Miss Clara Wach, assistant chief operator, 
asked for a day off. She said she had some very 
important shopping to do in Lincoln, but we 
found out the next morning that it was not the 
shopping, but W. G. Beliel of McCook, who was 
waiting for her in front of the court house with 
a marriage license. Of course, the bride and 
groom didn’t think the operators knew what had 
taken place in Lincoln, but they soon found out 
that we knew when signs of “Just Married’, 
“Congratulations” and the like greeted them at 
the head of the office stairs. 

We certainly regret losing Mrs. Beliel, although 
she is still with us for awhile. We all wish them 
a very happy wedded life. 

Miss Mildred MacDonald, T. C. O., paid us a 
nice little visit last Saturday afternoon. 

Miss Vera Grosshans, C. O., entertained the 
operators and a few friends at a shower Monday 
evening in honor of Mrs. Beliel. The operators 
presented the bride with a set of teaspoons and 
a casserole. After a couple hours of music, talk- 
ing and laughter a luncheon was served and every 
one departed wishing the bride all sorts of hap- 
piness. 


TALMAGE 

Strangers? Yes, we say we are. Are we wel- 
come in your news columns ? 

This office has had a change of managers. Mr. 
Lamberson was transferred to Cook. We are 
very sorry to lose him. Mr. Dalton of Hum- 
boldt is our manager at present.” 

Miss Lizzie Bremer has been employed as day 
operator to fill the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation of Mrs. Lamberson. 

Our manager called up one of our subscribers 
last month, asking him what kind of telephone 
he had, wall telephone or desk set. The sub- 
seriber paused then came back in on the line and 
said, “It is one that you ring,.”’ 

Miss Redelfs made a business trip to Nebraska 
City the latter part of October. 

The operating force was presented with a lovely 
box of candy by the Standard Oil company for 
good service rendered. 

One night last month our night operator, Frank 
Schmidt, had fourteen long distant calls from 1:30 
a. m. to 6:00 a. m. All calls were completed 
with in five minutes from the time they were 
passed. 
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UNIVERSITY PLACE 


Miss Freida Selander, operator at Uni. Place, 
has returned to work after an absence of two 
weeks on account of having her tonsils removed. 

Miss Ida Watson has been transferred from Lin- 
coln to the Uni. Place ofifice. 

Miss Irene Ralston has been transferred from 
Uni Place office to the Lincoln office. ; 

Miss Grace Spencer, one of the Uni. Place op- 
erators, is going to resign. We regret to see 
Miss Spencer leave. She will be greatiy missed 
in the splendid service she has rendered in the 
traffic department. . 

Miss Evelyn Freeman spent the week end at 
Beatrice recently. 

Miss Maud Cromwell has been re-employed at 
Uni. Place office. . 

Miss Daisy Wait, formerly Uni. 
has been ré-employed.- 

One of the foolish questions asked ‘the installer 
‘at Uni. was: “Do you furnish desks with your 
desk telephones ?”’ 

Grace Folkers, bookkeeper at Uni. has . re- 
turned from her vacation. Grace had a _ very 
pleasant time on her ranch in Wyoming. . She says 
she has a bumper crop of sage brush’ this year. 

Mr. Gille is very proud of his exchange, hav- 
ing made a net gain of 27 during September, 
and 15 during October. ' 

Shorty Ledterman, combination mar at Uni. 
‘says nothing ever happens to him but installs. 
Shorty was formerly of Nebraska City. 

Car No. 10 is now sporting a new body, the 
old one being too small to carry all supplies 
needed. 

The cablemen were busy here last week check- 
ing our cable and getting things in shape for 
the winter. 

Oliver Joy has 
department. | 

Ed. Radinsky is with us again as combination 
man. 


Place operator, 


been employed in the plant 


VALPARAISO 


Mr. J. P. Lahr, manager at Valparaiso, is very 
proud to announce that he is the pleased father 
of a 9144 pound baby boy. We all hope Richard 
Lee will be a telephone man. 


WAHOO 


The employes at Wahoo enjoyed a Hallowe’en 
party on October 30th in the rest room of: the 
office. The evening was spent in playing games, 
etc. We all wonder what became of the ghost 
who so mysteriously disappeared once. All en- 
joyed the evening very much and left at a late 
hour after an elaborate lunch was served. 

_Miss Hawkinson of the commercial department 
enjoyed a vacation the first of the month. 

Miss Gould is back to work again after spending 
three months in Minnesota. She says she prefers 
Nebraska to live in. 


YORK 

Mrs. Perry spent Sunday with her sister in 
McCool. 

Miss Marsden assisted in the Gresham office a 
few days. 

Seems as though Miss Hesler is always anx- 
ious to spend her Sundays in Stromsburg. That’s 
all right, Pauline, as long as you go to visit, 
but don’t leave us for awhile. 

Miss Marie Stafford has resigned her position 
with the company and is visiting relatives in 
Hillsdale, Wyoming. 

We wish to extend our deep sympathy to 
Miss Michener in her recent bereavement in the 
loss of her father. 

Mr. Young seems to be afflicted with the hunt- 
ing fever. However, he has not been able to 
bring all his ducks home at once, so he is bring- 
ing them home in relays. Fine weather for ducks. 
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Miss Adams spent the week end with home 
folks in Central City. 

Miss Horn, C. O. was in Hastings a few days. 
to be with her niece, who underwent an opera- 
tion for appendicitis. We wish her a_ speedy 
recovery. We know Miss Horn would make a 
Aa nurse,- but we just can’t give her up as 
G20: 

Mary Price seems to have taken quite a new 
interest in toll lately. Wonder if it could be 
due to those Aurora calls. Anyway, we notice she 
watches the Aurora lines very closely. 

A few weeks more and we will be in our new 
office. We know that we are envied, but who. 
could help but envy us. 

Lela: Miss Horn, 
get some one to change time with me tomorrow ? 

Miss Horn: Well I'll see what I can do for 
you, Miss Butte.’’ 

Even though,this happens nearly every Saturday 
we can’t blame Lela; for she sure enjoys. the 
movies. 

' Cable Splicers' Beltzer, Gibbons, Dillon and 
helpers are making a good showing on the cable 
work at York. - 

Frank Copple, wire chief at Waco, called at the 
York office asking for some big blocks.. Frank 
says he is the big gang at. Waco. Some gang, 
Frank. , 

Orin Sturtevant, test man and Charles Tho- 
man, combination man at York, are keeping 
their eyes on the cable records and cuts. ‘That 
is why things are running smooth on the changes. 
Some team, we claim. 

Harve Calvin, foreman to Paul Smeltzer, is 
enjoying his Jong looked for vacation. Mr. V. 
Christisen is in charge. 

Co J: Bradford has joined the ‘district foreman 
department and is working at York. ° 

Geo. Vincent has been employed as truck driver 
in the wire chief’s department at York. 


Fred Adkins, city foreman at York, and men 
are finishing the farm ine? changes at Benedict 
this week. 


Henry Schleiger is now fating part in the 
storeroom as well as doing the janitor work. 
Henry has just got to be doing something. 

C. Leader has been employed in the wire 
chief’s department at York. 


Glen Stone, truck driver in the wire chief’s de- 
partment at York, left this week for Denver. 


Glen has accepted work in a large garage there. 


Paul Smeltzey) and heavy gang, Western dis- 
trict, challenge Harry Moss and his heavy gang 
for a game of foot ball. 


York plant force, who hope to cut oyer to 
new office soon. 
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PEER CERES 


Jest Keep Kishin 
By James Whitcomb Riley 


Hi Somers was the durndest cuss 

for catchin’ fish—he sure was great! 
He never used to make a fuss 

About the kind of pole or bait, 


Er weather, neither; he'd just say, 


“I got to ketch a mess today.” 
Aw toward the creek you'd see him slide 
A-whistlin’ soft and walkin’ wide. 
I says one day to Hi, says TI, 
“How do you always ketch "em, Hi?” 
He gave his bait another switchin, 
An’ chuckliv’, says, “I just keep fishin’.” 


Hi took to readin’ law at night 
And pretty soon, the first we knowed, 
He had a law-sutt, won his fight, 
And was a lawyer. Til be blowed, 
He knowed more law than Squire McNab— 
An though he had no “gift of gab” 
To brag about, somehow he made 
A sober sort of talk that played 


The mischief with the other side. 


One day, when some one asked if H’d 
Eaplan how he got in condishion, 
He laughed an’ sad, “I jest keep fi shin’.”’ 


Well, Hi is Gov’nor Sommers now; 

A big man round the state, you bet— 
To me the same old Hi somehow, 

The same old champeen fisher, yet; 
It wasn't so much the bait or pole, 

It wasn't so much the fishin’ hole, 
That won for Hi his great success; 

‘Twas jest his fishin’ on I guess;. 
A cheerful, stiddy, hopeful kind 

Of keepin’ at it—don’t you mind? 
And that is why I can’t help wishin’ 

That more of us would just keep fishin’. 
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THE FACTS OF PERSONALITY 


The influence that men wield over 
others is the direct product of personal- 
ity. One executive can secure twice as 
much work from his immediate force as 
can another simply because he possesses 
the quality of getting them to do things 
for him that the other lacks. One man 
can secure followers where another 
equally strong mentally fails. One man 
can sell goods where another who knows 
his line as well fails. It is personality, 
in short, that enables men to succeed in 
the highest degree. 

According to high authority, personal- 
ity is a cultivatable thing. The man 


‘who is born with it has, of course, a 


distinct advantage, but the will to ac- 
quire it, if properly employed, results in 
securing it. It is the product of energy 
linked with honesty, straightforward- 
ness, square dealing and strength of 
character. A man influences another be- 
cause he is able to instantly inspire in 
him confidence and to make a strong ap- 
peal to his imagination. 

Dr. J. M. Fitzgerald, one of the best- 
known authorities on psychoanalysis, a 
science that came to the front during the 
war when it was applied to select the 
strong men for the important tasks, lists 
these as the fundamental qualities: 
Friendship, energy, acquisitiveness, 
pride, sensitiveness, self-confidence, con- 
scientiousness, firmness, hope, percep- 
tion, language, comparison and human 
nature—nearly all of them developable 
qualities. 


A man, he says, to be successful in any 
line, must cultivate a friendliness and an 
interest in others. He must be energetic, 
a student of the work he has in hand and 
all of its allied lines; he must be am- 
bitious to excel and gain the goodwill 
of other men; he must have confidence in 
his ability to put across his proposition; 
he must regard the truth strictly; he 
must come back with a smile when once 
turned down; he must have a firmness 
of purpose that will keep him sticking 


at his sob until he masters it; perception 


that he may be able to see clearly the 


difficulties ahead, and the possession of | 
a vocabulary that makes it possible for 
him to talk to everyone in the language 
those persons are accustomed to use in 
expressing their thoughts. 

The general appearance, the ability to 
impress one’s mental grasp of things 
upon others and the possession of a gen- 
uine interest in and feeling for others— 
these, the physical, the mental and the 
spiritual—form the trinity of personal- 
ity. 


A WORTH WHILE BADGE 

This is a time when badge wearing is 
not popular but proper. There is one 
badge that most telephone operators wear 
without its being visible to the naked 
eye, and one that all of them would find to 
be an adornment. That’s the badge of 
politeness. 

Every successful business is builded 
upon the proper treatment of those who 
are served. Nobody will return to a store 
or an office where brusque treatment is 
received, where the conduct of the person 
serving you implies a poorly concealed 
wish that you hadn’t come. That’s why 
business men insist upon employes wear- 


- Ing the badge of politeness, and make 


that one of the conditions under which 
retention and advancement are possible. 

There is a little psychology involved 
that is worth knowing. A sharp answer 
given a fussy and unreasonable patron is 
speedily forgotten by the operator or 
clerk in the course of their work, but it is 
a long time before it is forgotten by the 
other party to the controversy. You re- 
call when you had a little run-in with 
some dry goods clerk, but the clerk 
doesn’t remember it at all. 

The result, however, is that the person 
who thinks himself or herseif aggrieved 
repeats the experince to others, with the 
usual exaggeration of nervous people, and 
in time the reputation of the company— 
and consequently its business—suffers. 
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SAVING CANCELLATIONS 


If a man never had to pay out any of 
the money he earns he would soon be- 
come very well fixed. Likewise if an ex- 
change manager never had any cancella- 
tions he would, in time, have something 
to be proud of forever—an unequalled 
record. 

But cancellations are a part of the 


business, and the chief task of the man- 


ager is to see that they are no more 
numerous than the exigencies of the 
times permit. The rule is: Don’t take 
out a telephone if you can possibly save 
it. The manager who saves the most 
telephones that would otherwise become 
“take outs” is the manager who is most 
beloved and stands highest in the home 
office. 

One manager in speaking about can- 
cellations says that he has found that 
the moral effect of taking out a telephone 
is bad, and when he loses a subscriber he 
chooses as the time for the street parade 
with the discarded apparatus some time 
after dark and the least frequented street 
at that time. 

No telephone ought to be taken out 
because of a service complaint. Man- 
agers should go the limit in proving to 
the complainant that given the oppor- 
tunity he will give him the best service 
possible; that is a matter of pride every 
manager should see is conserved. The 


cost of service nowadays compared with 


other necessities of social and business 
life is so small that it should be easy to 
talk a man into keeping his telephone 
when he gives financial reasons as the 


cause, especially when there are usually 
two or more grades of service at his 
command. The housewife, in such cases, 
is the manager’s best friend. Isolated 
for the greater part of the day within 
the doors of her own house, she needs a 
telephone to relieve the monotony of 
things and to save herself steps, and she 
is the best argument for its retention. 


IN AGAIN, OUT AGAIN 


Because the farmers who patronized 
the Farmers’ Home Telephone company, 
which operated strong exchanges at Gib- 
bon and Shelton, threatened to boycott 
the company if it tried to collect the in- 
creased rates the railway commission 
said it was entitled to charge, the chief 
stockholders sold out to the objectors 
some months ago. When the new owners 
got control they calmly proceeded to put 
into effect the schedule of rates they had 


_ sworn they would never pay as patrons 


only. 

Now comes the citizens of Shelton and 
declare that the service there is so bad 
that if the company will not sell its Shel- 
ton exchange they will build one of their 
own that will give service. Newspaper 
stories say that the sale will be made 
on a basis that the farmers who rashly 
rushed into business shall not lose. 


“What are the passengers looking out of 
the window for?” asked a nervous lady of the 
conductor. 

“We ran over a cat, ma’am,” said the con- 
ductor. 

“Was the cat on the track?” 

“Oh, no,’ assured the conductor. “The lo- 
comotive chased him up an alley. 
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The influence that men wield over 
others is the direct product. of personal- 
ity. One executive can secure twice as 
much work from his immediate force as 
can another simply because he possesses 
the quality of getting them to do things 
for him that the other lacks. One man 
can secure followers where another 
equally strong mentally fails. One man 
can sell goods where another who knows 
his line as well fails. It is personality, 
in short, that enables men to succeed in 
the highest degree. 

According to high authority, personal- 
ity is a cultivatable thing. The man 
who is born with it has, of course, a 
distinct advantage, but the will to ac- 
quire it, if properly employed, results in 
securing it. It is the product of energy 
linked with honesty, straightforward- 
ness, square dealing and strength of 
character. A man influences another be- 
cause he is able to instantly inspire in 
him confidence and to make a strong ap- 
peal to his imagination. 


Dr. J. M. Fitzgerald, one of the best- 
known authorities on psychoanalysis, a 
science that came to the front during the 
war when it was applied to select the 
strong men for the important tasks, lists 
these as the fundamental qualities: 
Friendship, energy, acquisitiveness, 
pride, sensitiveness, self-confidence, con- 
scientiousness, firmness, hope, percep- 
tion, language, comparison and human 
nature—nearly all of them developable 
qualities. 


A man, he says, to be successful in any 
line, must cultivate a friendliness and an 
interest in others. He must be energetic, 
a student of the work he has in hand and 
all of its allied lines; he must be am- 
bitious to excel and gain the goodwill 
of other men; he must have confidence in 
his ability to put across his proposition; 
he must regard the truth strictly; he 
must come back with a smile when once 
turned down; he must have a firmness 


of purpose that will keep him sticking 


at his job until he masters it; perception 


that he may be able to see clearly the 
difficulties ahead, and the possession of 
a vocabulary that makes it possible for 
him to talk to everyone in the language 
those persons are accustomed to use in 
expressing their thoughts. 

The general appearance, the ability to 
impress one’s mental grasp of things 
upon others and the possession of a gen- 
uine interest in and feeling for others— 
these, the physical, the mental and the 
spiritual—form the trinity of personal- 
ity. 


A WORTH WHILE BADGE 

This is a time when badge wearing is 
not popular but proper. There is one 
badge that most telephone operators wear 
without its being visible to the naked 
eye, and one that all of them would find to 
be an adornment. That’s the badge of 
politeness. 

Every successful business is builded 
upon the proper treatment of those who 
are served. Nobody will return to a store 
or an office where brusque treatment is 
received, where-the conduct of the person 
Serving you implies a poorly concealed 
wish that you hadn’t come. That’s why 
business men insist upon employes wear- 
ing the badge of politeness, and make 
that one of the conditions under which 
retention and advancement are possible. 

There is a little psychology involved 
that is worth knowing. A sharp answer 
given a fussy and unreasonable patron is 
speedily forgotten by the operator or 
clerk in the course of their work, but it is 
a long time before it is forgotten by the 
other party to the controversy. You re- 
call when you had a little run-in with 
some dry goods clerk, but the clerk 
doesn’t remember it at all. 

The result, however, is that the person 
who thinks himself or herseif aggrieved 
repeats the experince to others, with the 
usual exaggeration of nervous people, and 
in time the reputation of the company— 
and consequently its business—suffers. 
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A RATE APPLICATION 


The company has filed application 
with the state railway commission for 
permission to continue the present sched- 
ule of rates at all exchanges, and to make 
some readjustments of rates at twenty- 
six of them. , 

Increases in business rates, in order 
to place the exchanges on the same par- 
ity as others of like size and importance 
are asked at Ashland. David City, Fair- 
bury, Nebraska City, York, Bruning, De- 
weese, Endicott, Gilead, Howe, Peru, 
Steele City and Valparaiso. Some of 
these exchanges were acquired within the 
last year, and standard rates were not 
charged there. 

It is proposed to increase switching 
charges from 50 cents to 75, cents at 
Beatrice, Bennett, Clatonia, Cordova, 
Exeter, Garland, Milford, Osceola, Pick- 
rell, Pleasant Dale, Seward, Stromsburg 
and Johnson. It is also asked that free 
service be discontinued between ex- 
~ changes in Johnson county now granted 
city subscribers. 

The continuation of the present rates 
are necessary. Very few changes in the 
way of reductions have been noticed in 
the matter of material prices and there 
is no reason in the general price con- 
dition for any readjustment of labor ex- 
penses. The rates fall short by a thous- 
and or so to meet.all requirements, in- 
cluding dividends, and their indefinite 
continuance is indicated. 

The Nebraska Telephone company has 
just been granted permission to add 10 
per cent to all exchange rental charges 
for a period of at least six months. It 
has fallen short of dividend requirements 
some $400,000 on the year, paying but 3 
per cent on the actual investment. 


HOW TO KEEP HEALTHY 


No one can do good work or satis- 
factory work while they are feeling un- 
well. The best medicine in the world 
is fresh air, proper exercise, regular 
eating and using your common _ sense 
about what to take into your stomach. 
Don’t overdo anything, whether it is 
eating, exercise or playing. Keep fit and 
your work will be easy for you. Here 
are a few hints taken from an article 
prepared by a doctor who had this idea 
in mind: 

Don’t pass up breakfast because you 
are in a hurry to get to your work. Bet- 
ter get up a few minutes earlier. It will 
pay you in satisfied hours and better 
work. 


Don’t eat whenever you get time. Get 
to your meals regularly, because the 
stomach works best when it has regular 
hours. 

Don’t be in too big a hurry to get thru 
with your meals. The longer you can 
leave food, even the soft foods, in your 
mouth for the necessary mixing process, 
the easier job your stomach will have and 
the better you will feel. 

Don’t drink coffee at every meal and 
depend on it to keep you up. Two cups 
a day is plenty, and food not stimulant 
is what gives permanence to your 
strength. 

Don’t eat the same stuff day after day. 
Vary your food and mix in plenty of 
vegetables and fruit. 

Don’t gulp down either iced or hot 
drinks. Your stomach will treat you 
more kindly if you sip both. 

Don’t race back to your work after 
you finish your meal. Take a little walk. 

Don’t discuss your work or your busi- 
ness affairs while you are eating. - The 
mind has a disagreeable habit of trans- 
ferring the effects of its worries to the 
stomach. 


Introducing Miss Edith Wallengren, line 
operator at Plattsmouth. In the service one 
year and a half. 
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* SERVICE IS CHEAPER 

Telephone service today is from 25 to 
50 per cent cheaper than it was six years 
ago, before the flames of war broke out. 
This is true and easily capable of proof 
in’ spite of the fact that rates have every- 
where been increased. 

There are two infallible tests. All 
business is barter, the trading of what 
you have for what the other fellow wants 


to dispose of. Money is simply a con-. 


venient medium of exchange, and is used 
in order to simplify the processes of 
business. It would be manifestly im- 
possible for a telephone company to trade 
a month’s service with the butcher for 
a supply of meat for its owners or em- 
ployes, and so each places a value on 
what he has to exchange and uses the 
actual money as the medium by which 
to make it. Thus is the transaction com- 
pleted. 

The cost of telephone service to the 
butcher is nevertheless measurable in 
pounds of meat. In 1918 he had to trade 
7 pounds of ham or bacon for the average 
month’s service. In 1919 he can get the 
same service for 4%, pounds. The far- 
mer with hens to sell had to use 9% 
pounds in 1913 te get a month’s average 
service; now he gets it for 5%. The 
baker now needs to use 25 loaves of 


bread to get the same service for what 


he paid in 1913, 45 loaves. The grocer 
gives 18 pounds of sugar for what he had 
to wrap up 37 pounds for in 1918. 

This is merely bringing the telephone 
rates to a basis of the cost of other 
commodities used by the average family, 
and the result is to prove that telephone 
service is cheaper now than it ever has 
been. This calculation does not take in- 
to account the fact that all of the ex- 
changes offer a larger number of possible 
connections and therefore possible pat- 
rons. 

The explanation is that the telephone 
rates have increased not to exceed 50 per 
cent—lower in many places—while the 
cost of food and clothing has nearly 
doubled. 


CANDIDLY CONSIDERED 

““‘They’re talking about a raise in telephone 
rates.’’ 

“Well,’’ commented Farmer  Corntossel, 
‘“judgin’ from the entertainment our folks 
get from listenin’ in on a party line, I 
shouldn’t be surprised if the service was 
worth it.’’ 


Frank Copple, wire chief at Waco. 


THE LONGEST PHONE CIRCUIT 


The Santa Fe railroad is now operating 
the longest combined telephone and tele- 
graph circuit in the world. A continuous 
Simplex telegraph and telephone circuit 
uniting the dispatching and _ terminal 
offices along every foot of the right of 
way from Chicago to Los Angeles and 
from Galveston to Topeka makes up the 
longest railroad trunk line known. 

All train dispatching is done by tele- 
phone, while the telegraph trunks are 
kept for messages. It is possible to oper- 
ate a quadruplex telegraph circuit, 
equivalent to four telegraph lines on the 
same wire over which a telephone conver- 
sation is being carried, without interrup- 
tion. 

The circuits are about 200 miles long 
and extend from one dispatching point to 
the next. It is asserted that the safety 
element in telephoning train orders is 
as great and the ease of communication 
much greater than by the use of the tele- 
graph. All train numbers and station 
names are spelled out to avoid misunder- 
standing. 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Sbowing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 
1st, 1920 and Nov. 30, 1920; also gain and loss since January ist, 1920. 


hei: 
eo.ou.ie 


Jan. Nov. 

1,20 30,20 Gain Loss 

1 Lineoln ........ 14879 16034 1155 ~..... 
2 Hastings ...... 3278 3568 290 
3 Beatrice ........ 2584 2739 155 
APY OTK -#i 2 aw 1890 1936 46 
5 Fairbury ...... 1689 1823 134 
6 Nebr. City...... 1747 1788 £41 
7 Uni. Place..:...1102 1224 122 
8 Auburn .......... 1128 1135 7 
9 Plattsmouth .. 1002 1073 #471 
10 Wahoo ............ 960 989 29 
11 David City.... 928 987 59 
12 Seward ........ 925 955 80 
13 Superior ........ 830 868 38 
14 Tecumseh .... 849 845... 
15 Ashland ........ 801 830 29 
16 Stromsburg .. 653 662 9 
17 Osceola .......... 648 660 12 
18 Sutton ............ 643 660 17 
19 Friend ............ 682 644 12 
20 Harvard ........ 623 642 19 
21 Geneva .......... 577, “591 14 
22 Wymore ........ 571 588 17 
23 Hebron .........- 562 563 1 
24 Wilber ............ 550 £559 9 
2D ee Ole. ee 5138 529 16 
26 Col. View........ 483 526 £48 
27 Havelock ...... 436, . 5184: ° 77 
28 W. Water...... 468 484 16 
29 Sterling ........ 478 482 4 
30 Humboldt ...... 455 470 15 
381 Dorchester .... 426 429 3 
382 Gresham ........ 378 406 28 
33° Edgar ............ 415’ A405." .-z 
34 Syracuse ........ 409 404 .... 
35 Valparaiso .... 411 402 .... 
36 Clay Center.. 391 395 4 
37 Milford .......... 384 393 9 
388 Beaver Cr. .... 384 390 6 
39° Exeter ...........- a2 %886), 14 
40 DeWitt .......... 870° 4885.15 
41 Fairmont ...... SDD a asooOW Ho 
42 Shelby ............ 30011.. S71 S21 
43 Fairfield ........ 858 366 8 
AAR Pert iss et 355 366 11 
45 Elmwood ....... S600 O02) a 
46 Dunbar .......... SO4N_VoOe. a) ae 
47 Bennett .......... Soho SOL. POLO 
AS “Utiea «....2-<.-2!.. 325. 345 . 20 
49 Cedar Bluffs. 330 341 11 
50 (Gook | ....-:.2<:--:. Sof  1sst 3 
51 Adams ........... 31d. 324 (138 
52 Bradshaw ...... 309 #8315 6 
53) Waco, 4 2.<:.1.5.: 302 314 12 
54 McCool .......... 289 297 8 
55 Guide Rock.... 287 295 8 
56 Crab Orchard 298 291 ~.... 
57 Johnson. ........ 2638 281 £18 
58 Plymouth ...... 273 276 3 
59 Bruning ........ Zi8 216 383 
60 Ceresco .......... 265 278 8 
61 Talmage ........ 253 272 19 
62 Red Cloud...... 245 266 21 
63 Louisville ...... 246 255 9 


Jan. Nov. 
1,°20 30,20 Gain Loss 
So ak. 


64 Glenvil .......... 239 247 
65 Tobias ............ 245 247 yeaa 
66 Benedict ........ Zoo “245, 2). 14 
67 Brainard ........ 237 240 SS Ls 
OS yutan’ .2.22..-. Zoli VIaol. ete. Mae 
69 Mead .............. Ass tees ke BO 2 
70 Greenwood ... 214 226 12 .... 
71 Waverly ........ 220 223 HE ee 
72 Deweese ........ AA REE dy A Ae ae 2 
73 Steinauer ...... 223 216 fi 
ee ONG. Foss 215 210 5 
LOeWAVeY <2. 199 207 Bo che 
(6 Murray 2..2-.2.. 200 201 1 
77 Raymond .... 198 200 2 
78 Bellwood ........ 195 200 5 
79 Tamora .......... Lia 200), 1a 
80*Gilead .......... UOT 19d os re eee, 
81 Panama ........ 189 187 Z 
82 Milligan ...:.... 191 184 i 
83 Nehawka ...... 185. 1822 5 3 
84 Cordova ........ 179 180 1 age Rae 
85 Steele City... 182 177 .... 5 
S64Broeks — 2. A7Se is es 4 
87 Saronville ...... 170 174 4S 
S8eBurn® oh." 171 172 1 
89 Juniata .......... 168 169 6° Fe 
90 Hampton ...... 17s OP Gai ese 8 
91 Belvidere ...... UTD eel TT. Ts 18 
92 Garland ........ 151 157 ae ee 
93 Hansen .......... 158 155 ..... 3 
O4* Bruno. 2.2.) e 122-6 AG 4 ee 
95 Nemaha ........ 141 145 4 a 
96 Carleton ........ 141 144 3 Loe 
97 Colon) ...202222... 145 148 2 
98 Ithaca ............ 139 148 4 i 
O9)'Phaver 22:2. 137 141 Aw Ose. 
100 Denton .......... 135 139 4 ater 
101 Grafton .......... 135 138 3 Hee 
102 Elk Creek...... 135 137 Dt * pie: 
103 Prosser .......... 135. 186 i a A 
104 Octavia ........ 128 134 G6. 7 38 
105 Howe .............. 185 1384 1 
106 Malcolm ........ U1Ly. 123 Gy Ama. 
107 Dwight .......... 1OSTe ELON LO ees 
108 Shickley ........ 1 ha bef fe Ua TF: BS 3 
109 Garrison ...... VAG Ee Ds * me! 5 
110 Douglas ........ 102 += 106 fle breed 
CBee y.) oe Taal. caer 
DTZ Oto0e, 28 92 100 SF Picks 
113 Pickrell ........ 96 99 3 ee 
114 Lushton ...... 93 SOe As 3 
115 Endicott ...... 83 85 2 URS 
116 Pauline ........ 78 CaN © on% 
117 Brownville .. 70 ie 2. 
118 Clatonia ...... 66 71 Bw) ys. 2 
119 Pleas’t Dale 50 AG Filyeis: 1 
120 Strang ........ 29 ZIT he att 2 
Total. #7. 24 25k. 62812 65658 2983 1387 
Net gain since January 1 ,1920........ 2846 
Gain for November 1920...................... 37 


*Exchange purchased. 
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PULLING NEW THINGS 


In no other line of research work is 
more progress being made than in the 
telephone industry. Every month the 
telephone experts report something new. 
The last one had to do with the first 
time that direct vocal communication 
from a person on land had been made 
with an outgoing steamer without the aid 
of any receiving apparatus. 


The other week two engineers of the 
Western Electric took a steamer for Eng- 
land. While sailing down the North river 
a call from out of nowhere hailed the 
steamer by name and asked that the two 
engineers be paged. The call sounded 
high and clear above all the noise of the 
tugs, the chatter of the voyagers.and the 
creaking of the ship. Following a good- 
bye message to the two men came a mus- 
ical selection. 


The crowd was astounded beyond meas- 
ure, and was reassured only when one 
of the engineers explained that their col- 
leagues had set up a loud-speaking trans- 
mitter in the Western Electric labora- 
tories on the tenth floor of an office build- 
ing, and had amplified the voice a million 
times. 


An experiment in wireless telephony 
from the mainland of the California coast 
to the island of Catalina, away out in the 
Pacific, after a trial, has been pronounced 
a huge success . The subscribers to the 
exchange at Catalina and those to the 
exchanges on shore are connected with 
the usual wire appliances to their res- 
pective exchanges, while between the 
shore exchanges and the one on Catalina 
the communication is by wireless. An 
average of 500 messages a day are being 
sent and received with no more trouble 
than if connection were by wire. 


One of Harry Moss’ 
efficient wire gangs. Left 
to right: L. A. Butcher, 
“Gloomy” Spear, Bud 
Miller, truck driver, Bill 
Harms and Tom Stewart. 


NO COUNTY OWNERSHIP 

For the third or fourth time a Ne- 
braska county has refused to adopt the 
policy of county ownership of all of the 
telephone lines and companies within its 
borders. The last county to repudiate 
the notion was Dawson county, one of the 
strongholds of the nonpartisan league in 
this state. At the November election the 
proposition was beaten by a four to one 
vote. 

The law permitting counties to vote 
on this proposal was passed at the 1913 
session under the whip and spur of some 
disgruntled legislators who used as the 
argument that because the Lincoln Tele- 
Phone & Telegraph company had just 
bought out the Bell in the South Platte © 
territory and had sold its exchanges north 
of the Platte to that company, there was 
grave danger of a telephone monopoly in 
the state. They said the state should 
keep a club behind the door for use if 
monopoly was attempted. 

As a matter of history, while both the 
Lincoln and the Bell have since then pur- 
chased a number of exchanges, it has 
nearly always been on the initiative of 
the company selling, and the period has 
been marked by a general connecting up 
of all of the companies! for service. The 
plan of county ownership is so absurd 
that every time it becomes a matter of 
issue at an election, the people reject it. 
In most of them the county seat occupies 
a central location. which means there is 
a number of border towns that serve as 
a part of their territory people living in 
the adjoining counties, and county owner- 
ship would ruin each of them as a trade 
center. With state regulation public 
ownership is unnecessary and undesir- 
able. This is merely another case of a law 
that the peopie don’t want, but which 
some designing politicians pushed thru. 


EXTEND YOUR SAFETY FIRST 
WORK ; 


It seems to us that in their. zeal to - 


apply ‘‘Safety First’ principles to all 
things they do in which their personal 
safety is involved, some employes are 
apt to neglect the application of the 
same principles to the protection of the 
company’s property. 

If a stitch in time saves nine, or ten, 
or more, then prompt attention to any 
defects you may see in central office or 
outside equipment will surely result in 
saving a considerable sum to the com- 
pany in the course of a year. 

When you see any defect anywhere 
in our equipment, repair it at once if 
you can and if you cannot, report it to 
the proper authority. In this way minor 
defects will not be allowed to become 
sources of grave trouble or danger. | 

Under all circumstances -you should 
never fail to treat the company prop- 
erty as your own. Extend your ‘Safety 
First” plan to include property as well 
as the person of yourself and fellow 
workers. By the widespread applica- 
tion of this plan our company can be 
saved a heavy item of expense annually, 
and it is such savings that help to pro- 
mote every employe’s welfare. 


L. P. Young, Commercial Manager York Ex- 
change 
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A HANDSOME ENDORSEMENT 


. At the recent election Railway Com- 


missioner Thorne A. Browne, in spite of 
an unfair and bitter fight made upon him, 
was re-elected by more than a hundred 


' thousand majority. The endorsement was 


a splendid one, and a high compliment 
to Mr. Browne. A former newspaper 
man, he was made secretary of the com- 
mission several years ago. When Com- 
missioner Wilson resigned, he was ap- 
pointed ‘by Governor McKelvie to fill the 
vacancy. In the fourteen months as com- 
missioner he won a reputation for fair- 
ness and unusual capacity. Many of the 
opinions in telephone cases were written 
by him, and the fact that most of the 
newspapers, irrespective of party, sup- 
ported him and none opposed him is a 
testimonial to the esteem in which he 
was held, as most of them contained or- 
ders raising rates. 


Mr. Browne, at the April primary, filed 
as a candidate for the full term, and will 
succeed Commissioner Tom Hall in office. 
To fill the unexpired part of Mr. Wilson’s 
original term, H. L. Cook, a well known 
business man of Lincoln, was elected by a 
magsortty close to the hundred thousand 
mark. - 


HUMAN CONTACTS 


One of the things that the big busi- 
ness organizations of the country are 
missing sadly, since the day of doing 
things in big units, is the human contacts 
between workers, the close relations be- 
tween the men and women in all lines 
and departments and the men and wo- 
men who manage them. 


The world is so organized today that 
it will never go back to the form of busi- 
ness or industry where the boss knew 
everybody on the payroll and kept him- 
self posted on the progress of the mem- 
bers of their families; but there is such 
a thing as getting so departmentalized 
that those in one never get into any in- 
timate touch with those in the others 
and never even know their names; 
or where a business family becomes so 
numerous that the heads have not time 
or inclination for developing the human 
sympathies that come from knowing the 
workers personally and something of 
their problems. Industry needs human- 
izing on a new basis. 


“Who was Nero, Bill?” asked one man of 
another. ‘‘Wasn’t he the chap who was al- 
ways cold?” 


“No’’, said his wise friend. ‘‘That was Zero 
—another guy altogether.” 
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1884. A book was kept in which the op- 


erator recorded all “don’t - answers.” 
Sometimes the operator would be suc- 
cessful in locating the party called the 
next day or two, and nobody -objected to 
the slow service. Messages kept better 
in those days. 

The company gave her a party on her 
“fortieth -birthday” as an operator, and 
nobody was asked to it except those who 
had been in its employ in Baltimore for 
fifteen years or more. Miss Ratcliffe has 


steadfastly refused to resign. She has 


held a number of important positions in 
the operating room, but is now content 
with being evening operator. 


THE WILL TO BE FAIR 


If the owners of the public utility 
companies were not of the opinion that 
the public fundamentally is fair and just 
the great majority of them would sell 
out and invest their money in businesses 
that pay more profits and are devoid of 
constant friction. The job of the com- 
panies and of their representatives, in 
whatever part of the service they may be, 
is to bring .about a more intimate and 
sympathetic relationship between the 
people and the utilities. 

This task would not be so great if it 
were not for two things. One of these 
is the presence in nearly every community 
of some boisterous spirit with a ready 
tongue who is instinctively a demagogue 
and, therefore, inherently unfair. He is 
the man who, without any knowledge of 
costs or any other intimate feature of the 
business, assumes to say whether a rate 
proposed by the company is fair and just. 
If the state railway commission says it 
is, he immediately begins to charge the 
commissioners with being no better than 
they should be and that they are natur- 
ally bent towards the corporations. 

The other is the indifference and care- 
lessness of a certain percentage of tel- 
ephone company employes, who do not 
realize that to the public they are the 
company and that they charge the com- 
pany with anything they see to criticize 
in the employes’ conduct. Carefulness 
can cure this trouble. 

The truth is that the rising costs of do- 
ing business have compelled state com- 
missions to allow increased rates, whether 
they wanted to or not. The business of 
a commission is to find out the facts and 
then see that justice is done both the 
public and the company. The history of 
regulation proves that the commissions 
lag behind the necessities of the utilities 
instead of favoring them. These facts 
ought to be diligently hammered into the 
minds of: patrons. 


FIGURE IT OUT FOR YOURSELF 


“T met a young widow with a grown-up 
stepdaughter and I married the ‘widow. 
Then my father met our stepdaughter 
and married her. That made my wife the 
mother-in-law. of her father-in-law, ‘and 
made myi stepdaughter my stepmother, 
and my father became my stepson. 


. “Then my stepmother, the stepdaugh- 
ter of my wife, had a son; that boy was 
of course my brother because he was 
my father’s son, but he was also the 
son of my wife’s stepdaughter and there- 
fore her grandson, which made me grand- 
father to my brother. 


“Then my wife had a son. My mother- 
in-law, the stepsister of my son, is also 
his grandmother because he is her step- 
son’s child. My father is the brother-in- 
law of my child, because his stepsister 
ts his wife. I am the brother of my own 
son who is also the child of my grand- 
mother; I am my mother’s brother-in- 
law; my wife is.her own child’s aunt; 
my son is my father’s nephew, and I am 
my own grandfather.” 


“The operator has given me the wrong num- 
ber,’ said the man’s voice. 
~ “The number’s all right,’’ said the woman’s 
voice. “The operator has given it to the 
Wrong person.” 


J. WH. Haberman, manager at Bellwood. On 
the side, Jake catches nearly all the fish in the 
Platte, and raises “some” sweet potatoes. 
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AUBURN 

Miss Mabel Farson and Mrs. Oatus Conner 
have been employed in the traffic department. 

Our wire chief, L. N. Corrington, is with us 
again after being quarantined in with his family, 
his wife having an attack of diptheria. We 
understand he took a special course in all the 
lines of housekeeping. : 

Miss Flora Barnard was a Talmage visitor the 
first of the month. 

Taylor Garrett has returned from his vacation, 
which was spent at home. : 

Miss Minnie MacFarlane spent Sunday in Hum- 
boldt visiting her sister, Mrs. Ruth Golyer, who 
was formerly an operator in this exchange. . 

Miss Hope Mathes left the employ of the com- 
pany the first of the month. 

The Misses Gladys Falk, assistant chief oper- 
ator, and Lois Lewellyn visited friends in Hum- 
boldt recently. While there they also visited the 
telephone office. 

Miss Nellie Shanks spent an evening in Falls 
City recently. She reports a very good time. 

Geo. E. Coddington made a business trip to 
Kansas City the middle of the month. 

Miss Lottie Gertsch left the employ of the com- 
pany November 20th. The lovely diamond she is 
wearing makes us wonder if the reports of ‘“‘Dame 
Gossip,’”’ concerning her becoming a victim of 
Dan Cupid are true. 

Mrs. Brandt, district traveling inspector, vis- 
ited this exchange recently, during which time 
she held most interesting classes. 

Albert Larson, of the American Paving cor- 
poration, expressed his appreciation of good ser- 
vice rendered him during the paving here, by 
presenting the operators with a large box of 
chocolates. 

Miss Mabel Farson mads an over Sunday visit 
with her parents, who live in Brownville. 

The Misses Nellie Shanks and Lois Lewellyn 
were visitors at the Peru office recently. 

Mrs. Grace Sorenson, commercial clerk, autoed 
to Shubert for an over Sunday visit with her 
sister, Mrs. Snyder. 


BEATRICE 

Mary Plebuck. assistant chief operator, has a 
birthday. We’re not telling how old she is, but 
we will tell that she received a very fine kodak 
from ‘‘someone who cares.”’ 

Cressa Jones, ‘‘A’’ operator, resigned recently. 
She will visit with friends in Beatrice awhile and 
then return to her home in Oklahoma. 

Margaret Schmitt, line operator, spent a couple 
of davs in Lincoln with her sister Agnes, who is 
a “B” overator there. 

Misses Mary Lenaker and Myrtle McKinney have 


been employed in the traffic department. this - 


month. 

Mrs. Sharp, chief operator, has been trying to 
recover from a serious attack of appendicitis. We 
all hove she succeeds... as we are anxious to wel- 
come her back to our midst. 

Miss Alward, ‘‘A’’ operator, was absent a few 
days on account of her mother being ill. 

Geo. Heikes, our old reliable custodian, is con- 


/ 


fined to his home by sickness. Better hurry back 
George. Miss has a chill. 

Cleo Wolfe, senior supervisor, spent two weeks 
in Pawnee City with her parents on account of 
sickness. When she returned all well again, we 
welcomed her with shouts of joy, as only those 
who know her may. 

The fire department was called to the home of 
Chas. Avey, on west Court street, one evening 
last week where it was discovered that an explos- 
ion had blown the back end of his house out. 
Investigation of the cause disclosed the fact that 
it was just a case of one raisin too many. Judg- 
ment! Charley. 

Merle Hadley and Tillie Thompson went to 
Marysville for Thanksgiving. Why? Well, that’s 
where Tillie used to live, but I guess Merle just 
happened to remember that Everett still lives 
there. Why, Merle! 

While returning home from work the other 
evening Frank Walters, storeroom keeper, was 
nearly run down by an auto. He says, “‘Them 
there autymobiles sure do speed when they hit 
the west-side Bull-e-vard.”” Keep your foot on 
the brake, Frank. 

Fay Arendt and Flora Miller are students now. 
They’re not going to be students long at the rate 
they are going. They may be chief operators 
or ‘‘something’’. 

Cc. L. Walker, district inspector, is taking a 
much needed rést. Ten days or so, divided equally 
between Horton, Kansas, and little old St. Joe 
is not such a bad idea. 

Scroggs, our city ‘‘bug-chaser’’, is wondering 
why friend Walters doesn’t carry bicycle tire 
chains in stock during the muddy season. Walking 
is not “a tall’? crowded. 

Oh, Cupid! Will you never never leave our 
operators alone? Now you have another one. She 
is Blanche Hadley, changed number operator, but 
will soon be Blanche Knoche (but no kind of an 
operator), wife. 

Ray Dilworth, farm line trouble shooter, was 
called to Fairbury recently to help ‘“‘Skipper’”’ 
Burge’s men out on the storm job. 

Nellie Manspeaker has been off a few days on 
account of the illness of her mother. She is bacic 
now and my, but we’re glad. Just think it’s peg 
count time and how could we “peg” without 
Nellie ? 

L. R. Robinson and H. J. Rubelman recently 
made a trip to Pickrell to do some exchanze and 
switchboard repair work. While waiting for 
“Rube” to finish, Lewis was busy “necking ’em 
over” as they passed bv. Still talking about ’em. 
Lewis, Lewis! What will the girls of Beatrice say? 

Vern Geo. Register, one of the trusty linemen 
in Higgins’ gang, has reported to Wilber to heip 
out on the sleet storm job. We’re for you, “‘Reg- 
gie.’”’ old kid. 

Don’t ever say we haven’t talent in the Beatrice 
office. PROOF: In the Ching Chong. the home 
talent play given by the American Legion Lucille 
Hich was the pianist. Miss High hold's a clerical 
position in the district plant chief’s office. 

As a “kidder’® Clate (Dinty) Moore, test-board- 
man, holds a record, but he received a hot one 
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the other day that raised his hair. Two ladies 
were gossiping on a line he was trying to test. 
Dinty piped out, ‘‘I smell rubber burning.” A 
lady replied, ‘‘Feel of your neck.” Ouch, Dinty! 

Martha Langley Day has resigned tu keep house. 
Gracious, Martha, we miss you. 

H. J. Rubleman. switchhcard man, spent ‘Tur- 
key Day in Tecumseh visiting his parents. ‘This 
being Mr. Rubleman’s home tewn, he has high 
praise for it and the iarge spread they had for 
Thanksgiving. 

Dale Busey, a member of Fred Hall’s crew, was 
also sent to Fairbury to help through the storm 
trouble. 

G. B. Arnold says he thinks after his experience 
at the Milburn & Scott fire Tuesday night, that 
he would make as good a fire chief as he does 
wire chief. Nevertheless he put in-some fine work. 

A wealthy Colorado lady has recently advertised 
in the papers for a man for a Christmas present. 
We understand that Lutie Robinson, of the plant 
department, has already sent in his _ picture. 
Lutie thinks that his picture will win, and that 
he will be able to announce his engagement soon. 

Miss Edna Droullard has resigned her position 
in the district plant chief’s office and is succeeded 
by Mrs. Hazel Bowman, a former “A” operator. 

Dan Higgins, foreman of the maintenance gang, 
was confined to his home for a few days on ac- 
count of sickness, but Dan says, ‘‘You can’t keep 
2 good man down,” so he is back on the job 
stronger than ever. 

Josephine Kaltenback, our rural operator, has 
been off for two weeks on account of a slight 
illness. We have certainly missed her and ‘“‘we 
ain’t all.’’ The rural subscribers missed her, too. 

Mr. Kilmer, district plant chief’s clerk, and wife 
spent the Thanksgiving holidays with Mrs. Kil- 
mer’s parents in Elmwood. 

On Armistice day, Beatrice had quite a cele- 
bration. There were floats and floats and floats. 
Some were of antebellum times, some were beau- 
tiful with spring flowers and others proclaimed 
“PEACE”. Almost every firm and corporation 
in Beatriee was represented. The L. T. & T. 
Co. float was in honor of the Red Cross. It rep- 
resented ‘“‘The Greatest Mother in the World.” 
And a charming Red Cross nurse indeed was 
Olive Noble, observer, who carried a spray of 
beautiful crysanthemums in place of the wound- 
ed soldier. We would have been very much 
elated had we received first prize. However, we 
did not. But we did get ‘honorable mention,” 
which is something. 

On the 20th day of November in the year 1920. 
A. D., the employes of the Beatrice exchange in 
the L. T. & T. Co. had a party. Dancing, cards 
and eating were the chief amusements. The suc- 
cess was largely due to the hard work of the 
committee who were Mrs. Vadbonker, senior sup- 
ervisor; Olive Noble, observer; and Walter Ste- 
wart, a new man in the plant department. 

Those present from the traffic department were: 
Mrs. Applebee, Ruth Gardner, Merle Hadley, Myr- 
tle McKennev, Mary Plebuck, Mary Schwartz, 
Mrs. Sharp, Rethal Stanley, Tillie Thompson, Mrs. 
Vadbonker, Cleo Wolfe, Ruby Zehrung, Olive 
Noble and Mr. Parks. 

The representatives of the plant department 
were: Mr. Cary, Walter Stewart, Jack Ford, Vel- 
mo Tatem. Mr. Kilmer, Mr. Rubelman, Mr. Ar- 
nold, Mr. Walker, Mr. Walters, Mr. Reddick, and 
Mr. Jorgenson. 

The “connected” guests were: Mrs. Cary, Mrs. 
Parks, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Applebee, Mrs. Ford. Mrs. 
Walker, Mrs. Rubelman, Mrs. Arnold, Mrs. Kilmer, 
and Dora Breunsbach. 

The other guests numbered around fifteen. 

A short program was furnished, consisting of 
an instrumental duet by Mrs. Pugsley and Miss 
Effie Smith and a vocal solo bv Mrs. Mae Thomas. 

Evervone danced and danced until they couldn’t 
dance any more: then they ate and went home. 
Oh, byt it was fun! Maybe some day we'll have 


another. 


COLON 

Agnes Fielder, chief operator, was in Cedar 
Bluffs Monday between trains. 

Josephine Fanning, relief operator, was a pas- 
senger to Fremont last week. 

Agnes Fielder, chief operator, spent Thanks- 
giving day at Brainard. 

Mr. Whitney is now on duty, taking care of 
our trouble. 


CRAB ORCHARD 


Al Newman, of Nebraska City, was a visitor at 
this exchange a few days. and cleared some 
switchboard trouble. 

Mrs. Dilworth, night operator, has been on the 
sick list the past week. Miss Britton, relief oper- 
ator, has been taking her place. Mrs. Dilworth 
expec to be able to resume her duties in a few 

ays. 

Manager Shiek has bought a new winter bonnet 
for his Ford. Lucky Ford, all right. 

We are all in suspense as to how Joy E. Hill 
gets by with so many bills, and is never in debt. 


DAVID CITY 


Miss Viola Meyers, an Osceola operator. visited 
her parents the iatter part of November. 

Miss Iro Allen, assistant chief operator, spent 
a few days with her parents in Octavia. 

Mr. Kimball made this office a pleasant call a 
few: days before Thanksgiving and wished the 
force a happy Thanksgiving. 

Miss Anna Sievers spent Thanksgiving in North 
Platte, attending the wedding of her friend, Miss 
Mathenson. Lhe 

Mr. and Mrs. Wood entertained relatives from 
Valparaiso Thanksgiving day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Hill and son spent Thanks- 
giving in Seward. 

On Thanksgiving day a big fat letter was found 
in the Telephone company’s mail box, addressed 
as follows: ‘‘Please take me to the operators of 


Miss Lettie Foster, operator at Platts- 
mouth, She has a grand service record of 
eleven years with the company at Seward and 
Plattsmouth. 
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the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company at 
David City. Nebr.’’ It was found to be very in- 
teresting and wished the entire force a Happy 
Thanksgiving. It was from a former operator 
at this exchange. 

Miss Agnes Litjen, former operator, was mar- 
ried November 11 to Mr. Russell Lawrence. They 
are residing in Lincoln. We were very sorry to 
nes Agnes, but wish her a long, happy wedded 

e. 

The Misses Iro Allen and Emma Sutton took 
Thanksgiving dinner in Folley. You can’t kid 
the girls about the city because they say they 
can’t be bothered about the size of the town 
just so they get the eats; and they claim they 
got their share. 

Miss Emma Sutton was presented with two 
large boxes of chocolates in one week for her 
good servvice on long distance. Of course we 
all shared in eating them. Do it again, ‘‘Em,” 
we love candy. 

The L. T. & T. force gave Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Whitney a surprise party at their home on No- 
vember 18th. Mr. Whitney is now wire chief at 
Cedar Bluffs. The evening was spent in playing 
games and dancing. At a-late hour a dainty 
two course luncheon was served and the force 
presented Mr. and Mrs. Whitney with a set of 
’ teaspoons in remembrance. We are sorry to 
lose Mr. Whitney as he was a lively bug hunter, 
but wish him success in his new place. 

Miss Gertrude Litjen, former assistant chief 
operator, was married on November 23rd, to Mr. 
Mike ‘DeMuth, of this city. The wedding was a 
quiet affair and took place at the Catholic church. 
A three course dinner was served to fifty guests 
at the home of the groom’s parents. Mr. and Mrs. 
DsMuth gave their friends a dance in the temple, 
which over two hundred enjoyed immensely. They 
are on a short honeymoon and will be at home 
to their friends after December 1st. The girls 
are deeply sorry in losing Gertrude, but feel sure 
that: ac long as she resides in David City she 
will still be one of the bunch, and express our con- 
gratulations for a long happy wedded life 

Miss Marie May former operator, is in the 
hospital with pneumonia. The doctor says she is 
on the road to recovery. 

Miss Emma Sutton is back again. She was 
absent three months but decided David City 
looked far better than any other place. 

The plant department held a meeting at this 
exchange on November 22, and Mr. Woods en- 
tertained at McDonald’s restaurant with a big 
dinner for the linemen of David City, Bellwood, 
Brainard and Garrison, also Messrs. Behm, Kim- 
ball and Kecklor, of Lincoln. 


GUIDE ROCK 


Another new estimate has just been finished 

north of town taking on five more new subscribers. 
We will pass the three hundred mark quite a lit- 
tle by January Ist. 
_Miss Fern Parson, operator, has been on the 
sick list for some time, her place at the office 
being filled by our relief operator, Miss Ruby 
Schouburg. . 

Foreman V. Christensen, was here several days 
last week building new lines north of town. 


[ EDGAR 

Tillye Kreydle, ‘‘A’’ operator, attended the wed- 
ding of her brother at Geneva the 23rd. 

Mildred Rickel, ‘‘A’’ operator, spent a day in 
Hastings and while there visited the telephone 
office. 

Blanche Roth, night operator, attended a Red 
Snape oyster supper at her home in Deweese the 

th. 

H. D. Lapp, manager, attended a meeting of the 
plant department at Hastings the 12th. 

Miss Mildred McDonald, traveling chief opera- 
tor, was a vleasant caller at our office between 
trains the 13th. 


ELK CREEK 
Mrs. Morris and her daughter, Miss Thelma, 
are the new operators at this exchange. 
The office has been newly papered and painted 
and presents a very neat appearance. 
Elk Creek patrons speak very highly of the serv- 
ice received lately. 


FAIRMONT 

On Nov. 28th, a very pleasant evening was 
spent by all employes and families of this ex- 
change, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Rogers. 
Games and music were enjoyed by all until a late 
hour, when a delicious lunch was served. After 
this, all departed with the impression that Mr. 
Rogers made a good ghost as well as host. 

During the past month the operating force was 
presented with a basket of apples for good service. 


FRIEND 

The manager went out to disconnect a tele- 
phone for non-payment and came back with a 
basket cf eggs. Some collecting, eh! 

The operators received several boxes of candy 
and a peck of apples for good service rendered. 

While clearing some trouble in an old creamery 
the manager found four old telephone directories 
printed in 1902 and 1903. At that time Friend 
had no farm lines. 

Miss DeLoris and Mrs. Preston spent a day at 
Lincoln shopping. 

Miss Tillie Larsen, clerk, was in Crete between 
trains one day last week. 


GARLAND 

Clyde Rick left the first of the month to help 
Weeping Water two or three weeks with their 
trouble. Seward is taking care of our trouble 
while he is gone. 

Ella Hans, formerly chief operator, visited the 
office Nov. 9th. 

This office was closed Novemker 9th. in the 
afternoon from two until four on account of 
the military funeral services of Raymond Gar- 
land. He was the first from’ here that died over 
seas, and so changed the name of our town 
from Germantown to Garland in honor of him. 

Viola Koch spent November 12th. 13th and 14th 
in Aurora, attending the C. E. convention. She 
reports having a delightful time. Miss Gumbel 
filled her place while she was gone. 

Mr. Maple, manager at Seward, made this office 
a very pleasant visit November 18th. 

Miss Gumbel, former operator, and Eva Karke 
walked to Seward one Sunday last month. ‘They 
say they had a glorious time. and are going to 
walk to Lincoln in a few weeks if the weather 
will permit. 


DEWITT 

The sleet storm passing from north to south on 
the night of November 28th, missed this exchange 
on the west about three miles. All lines between 
DeWitt and Geneva were out for a few days. 

Miss Mildred Becker, ‘‘A’’ operator, was shop- 
ping in Lincoln, November 18th. 

Miss Maude Willey, chief operator, spent 
Thanksgiving with home folks at Steele City. 


HASTINGS 

The first meeting of the ‘‘U & I’ Club for the 
season, took place during the evening of No- 
vember 4th, at Hastings, with an attendance of 
approximately 125. Owing to many new em- 
ployes during the summer months, the first thing 
on the program was an “Introductory Stunt.’’ 
Following this the election of officers for the en- 
suing year took place. Mr. H. F. McCulla was 
re-elected president and Miss Ethel Morrow, sec- 
retary and treasurer. Short talks were made by 
Messrs Cooper, Wheeler and Murphy. Near the 
close of Mr. Murphy’s address, a few insinuating 
remarks were made, relative to the moral stand- 
ing of a member of the “U & I’ Club, no names 
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being mentioned. Mr. McCulla took exception to 
the remarks and interrupted the speaker by de- 
manding in rather plain words, the person ac- 
cused was in his department, which resulted in a 
very violent argument. At this time, Mr. Cooper 
suggested that the participants either adjourn 
to the ailey or settle the matter in a law-abiding 
way. ‘I'he latter suggestion was adopted. By this 
time the audience was experiencing a_ severe 
mental strain and was not relieved until the fel- 
lowing complaint was read to the judge, ‘‘Paw 
Coop.”’ 


IN THE “U & VY’ COURT IN AND FOR. 
HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 
BEFORE PAW COOP, JUDGE 
You and I 
vs. COMPLAINT 

Jim Dudgeon J 

Traffic Murf., being first duly sworn, deposes 
and says that he has reason to believe and does 
believe that Jim Dudgeon, a member of the “U 
& I’ club, has brought disrespect, disgrace and 
has caused, by his conduct and actions, the said 
“U & I” club to be brought into the lime light 
in a manner that has caused the said “U & I” 
club to be looked upon as an organization that 
‘would take into its membership law breakers; and 
by his conduct has caused and brought about the 
impression in this community that a membership 
in the “U & I” club would be a discredit to any 
one who had ever belonged or had anything to do 
with the said ‘“‘U & I” club; the conduct com- 
plained of against the said Jim Dudgeon being 
that he openly bragged of the fact‘ that he is a 
law breaker and at the same time a member of 
the “U & I” club. This complaint is filed that 
justice may be done and that the said Jim Dud- 
geon shall be barred from membership in the ‘U 
& I’ club and that the community may know 
that the “U & I” club would not permit, tolerate 


or have anything to do with or sanction in any - 


Frank Beltzer, cableman and Bob Devore, 
helper, making 600 pair splice in underground 
at York. 


manner, the breaking of the laws in this com- 
munity. 

During the trial Mr. Cooper acted as judge, Mr. 
McCulla, attorney for the defendant and Mr. 
Murphy, for the prosecution. The prosecuting 
attorney called the following as witnesses: Messrs. 
Ojers, Mason and Ed Cummings. . The defendant 
Messrs, Shouberg, Painter and Jim Dudgeon, the 
prisoner. 

Mr. Wheeler fulfilled the sheriff’s duties with 
great skill and cunning. being provided with 
all the necessary articles, including: handcuffs, 
badge, hat, gun, etc. 

After one hour of severe direct and cross-ex- 
amination, it was shown that the prisoner had 
on the 21st day of December, 1917, extracted many 
large fish from a very small hole, cut in the ice on 
the Blue river, near McCool, Neb., but that the 
act was done in self-defense. The sentence was 
that he be paroled and watched closely by each 
member of the club until the next regular meet- 
ing. 

At the close of the trial, an orchestra appeared 
on the scene and with their aid and plenty of 
apples, pumpkin pie and hard cider, every one 
seemed to enjoy the evening entertainment and the 
spirit of cooperation increased very materially. 


HAVELOCK 

Miss Bessie Hovermale has returned from a 
ive weeks’ visit with her brother at Wray Colo- 
rado. 

Miss Helen Staneiforth has been on the sick 
list the past week. 

Mrs. Theresa Holmes night operator, spent 
Thanksgiving and the week end at the home of 
her brother in Columbus. 

Miss Alma Howell spent Thanksgiving with 
old time friends at Friend. 

We girls are making big plans for a merry 
Christmas. We will tell you about it next month. 

Miss Helen Staneiforth left last Wednesday for 
Columbus. It seems someone has kidnapped her 
for she isn’t back yet. Helen, where are you? 

Miss Gertrude Hinkley has been employed by 
the traffic department the past month. 

Frank Baxter, installer from Lincoln, says mud 
means nothing in his young life, but he admits 
he’s no bird when it comes to trimming trees. 
Come again, Frank, when it doesn’t rain. We 
have a flivver now. 

Miss Anna Seymour, traveling chief operator. 
was a welcome visitor at the office the past month. 

Gertrude Hinkley spent Thanksgiving and the 


- week end at Sioux City, Iowa. 


Miss Anna Aden, assistant chief operator at 
University Place, and Miss Daisy Wait helped out 
at our office the past week. 


HOWE 

Howe is a newly acquired exchange, tributary 
to Auburn. 

The Misses Anna and Emma Reimers are the — 
very accomodating operators at this exchanze. 

Mrs. S. Brandt, traveling chief operator, re- 
cently spent a very pleasant afternoon with the 
operators. 


LINCOLN 

The following letter addressed to the employes 
of the contract department in the Lincoln Com- 
mercial office, was recently received from the 
president, W. E. Barklev, of the Linco!n Joint 
Stock Land bank. in addition to a fine large box 
of candy. 

“The courtesy I- met with in your department 
when arranging recently for the installation of a 
telephone in my office is so rare and so pleasing 
as to merit reward. It is impossible to really 
reward it. but please let the contents of this 
package remind you of my sincere appreciation 
of vour prompt, cheerful service.” 

The emploves of this exchange have formed 
a dancing club for the purpose of promoting a 
series of dances during the winter of 1920-’21. to 
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maintain good fellowship among telephons em- 
ployes. and for social betterment. The club will 
offer to its members at least two dances per 
month. The membership dues are $2.00 per month, 
payable in advance. Any employe desiring a 
membership in this club may do so by applying 
to the executive committee. The first dance given 
by the club was held on Wednesday night, Decem- 
ber 8th, at the K. C. hall, and was well attended. 

W. E. Bell, district commercial manager, under- 
went a very serious operation at Rochester, Minn., 
on December 2nd. We are glad to know that he 
is doing well, and sincerely hope that he con- 
tinues to improve. 

On the evening of November 18th, a smoker 
was held for employes of the company at Lincoln 
and vicinity. About 125 employes were present, 
among them L. E. Hurtz, R. E. Mattison, M. T. 
Caster and H. H. Wheeler, Jr., from the general 
offices. During the course of the evening a mock 
trial was held much to the merriment of those 
present, at which the above named officials were 
tried for various ‘‘crimes.’”’ After much amuse- 
ment, all of the “‘prisoners’’ were convicted and 
sentenced. On account of the large families of 
the defendants, leniency was shown by the court 
and sentence was passed in the form of a fine. 

Following the trial a splendid luncheon was 
served by the house committee, at which all en- 
joyed themselves immensely. 

At the close of the evening a business meeting 
was held at which a house committee was elected 
for the ensuing year, composed of P. A. Brown, 
from the general offices, C. Donley, from the plant 
department, and M. Barratt, from the commercial 
department. The retiring members on this com- 
mittee are H. J. W. Seamark, from the general 
offices, W. Thorgrimson, from the commercial 
department. and W. C. Lant, from the plant de- 
partment. 

Mrs. Althea Seamark, of the commercial + de- 
partment, was called to Beatrice the latter part 
of November on account of the serious illness of 
her brother. 

The commercial office is quite proud of its 
achievement in attaining the high mark of. 16,000 
telephones in service the number of telephones 
in service the _ first of December, being 
16,034. This number was reached after a net 
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Miss Viola Myers, ‘“‘A” operator at Osceola. 


gain of 1155 telephones was made for the first 
eleven months of this year. 

D. G. Bell, assistant commercial manager, has 
returned to his duties, following an accident at 
the Y. M. C. A., which injured his leg. Mr. 
Bell is still required to hobble around with the 
use of a brace on his ankle. 

Miss Hazel Seip, stenographer in the local com- 
mercial office, spent Thanksgiving visiting with 
relatives in Summerfield, Kansas. 

Nels Korner, a former employe of the company 
in the local commercial department, was a pleas- 
ant caller at this office the first of the month. 
Mr. Korner had made an excellent attendance re- 
cord during his fifteen years with the company, 
being absent only five days during all that time. 
Mr. Korner says that he thinks he is now en- 
titled to a long vacation and has not been em- 
ployed since leaving the company other than at- 


-tending to his property interests in this city. 


F. A. Walker, of the contract department, spent 
the last ten days in November in supervising the 


delivery of the winter 1920 issue of the Lincoln © 


directory. Mr. Walker contends that he has 2a 
real job in delivering some 16,000 books and he 
says that he always breathes a sigh of relief 
when this job is done. 

Employes of the Lincoln office were much 
pleased to learn that Miss Vida Wilson has re- 
turned to work in her former position, that of 
stenographer in the office of the commercial sup- 
erintendent. Miss Wilson returned to duty De- 
cember list, after an absence of five months spent 
with relatives in St. Joseph, Mo., and Peoria, IIl., 
later visiting at Denver and points in Wyoming. 


SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

A. H. Dempke, local wire chief in 1906, was a 
visitor during the month. He says the old office 
looks about the same, but old familiar faces are 
missing. 

Brady, Gass and Beeman were transferred 
to York to assist in the big cable job. 

The local trouble department has two talented 
characters that display a sample of their handi- 
work occasionally. Miss Mary Sell is a poet 
and Miss Gladys Bartley is a pen artist. We ex- 
pect to be able to publish some of their work in 
The News in the future. 

Chas. Brown and assistant have started the 
work of adding new equipment to handle addit- 
ional B-6 thirds in the main office switchroom. 

It is rumored around the office that Lansing and 
Felton have accepted a position with the school 
board to help poor distressed schoolmams out 
during bad weather. ‘‘Better get a one ton 
truck, Hi.”’ 

J. S. Dennis, Jr., of the manual department, 
took his vacation during the month. He did not 
say where he was going, and it all seemed to be a 
quiet affair. The boys surely expected to see Den- 
nie come back a married man, but he says “not 

et.”’ 

W. F. Albers and B. R. Overcash, former em- 
ployes, are back on the job again. : 

Ted Rav and F. McCaig are new employes in 
this department. 

Chas. Meshier is on the move again. He has 
had three different jobs already this month. At 
present he is helping Mr. Risser with his equip- 
ment problems. 


MILFORD f 

The new conveniences added to our operating 
and rest room are greatly appreciated by the 
traffic department. 

Miss Clara Burkey has been employed as stu- 
dent operator. 

Miss Seymour and Miss Gould spent November 
26th and 27th with us. The traffic department 
feel that they have been greatly benefited by the 
classes held. We hope to do better work and put 
into practice the instruction received. 
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Miss Hazel Tong has been transferred to Weep- 
ing Water where she will fill the position of chief 
operator. Our best wishes for her success go 
with her. 

Miss Irene Newman has been employed as oper- 
ator. She was formerly an operator at York. 

Miss Lulu Bolton was absent for a day on ac- 
count of sickness. 


NEBRASKA CITY 


Miss Violet Abernathy, supervisor, has been 


transferred to Wymore as chief operator. This 
is a much desired promotion for Miss Abernathy, 
but we surely miss her pleasing personality in 
this exchange. 

Married. What? Again? We certainly begin 
to wonder if this is ever going to stop. I suppose 
not, though, as long as such nice girls work for 
the telephone company. 

Miss Ramona Holmes, line operator, and Mr. 
Bert Garratt, of Watson, Mo., visited Qmaha 
December Ist, and were married there. Miss 
Holmes has been with- the company since July 
1918, and by her many endearing ways has won 
the love and respect of the telephone bunch. Mr. 
Garratt is a prosperous young farmer of Wat- 
son, and we feel sure is well worthy of his lovely 
bride. They will soon be at home on the farm. 
Here is wishing them long life and much happ- 
iness. 

By the way, why did we have to find a new 
chief operator for Wymore? Simply because 
Wm. Wellensiek, a young farmer of the Cook 
vicinity, persuaded Mrs. Ruth McNelly that he 
Needed her charming presence in his nice new 
country home All good wishes are extended to 
the happy couple. 

Mrs. S. Brandt, traveling chief operator, is al- 
ways hungry and looks it, too, and she is surely 
keeping tab on all the operators who marry 
farmers. She has already the promise of several 
chicken dinners. 

Miss Margaret Tourville, line operator, recently 
received a nice box of candy from Mr. Wiley, 
grain man, in appreciation of good and speedy 
service. ~ 

Does F. E. Cook, swtichboard man, like his job? 
He does. Does he ever get discouraged? He 
does not, for he is forever thinking of the elegant 
New exchange he expects to be in, sometime in 
the dim and distant future 

Wm. McManah, test board man, likes to adjust 
relays very early Sunday a. m. Ask him. 

L. A. Simpson, cableman, is back on the job 


Auburn plant men pose for the News. 
Verne Taylor, switchboard man, L. M. Cor- 
rington, wire chief, and Taylor Garrett, line- 
man. 


after a very pleasant vacation of thirty days. 

Miss Ruth McGuire was off duty November 30th 
to attend the funeral of her uncle, Mr. Plattner, 
who was suffocated by ammonia fumes at the ice 
plant. 

Everyone is saying, “‘Doesn’t Helen Fritz look 
sweet?’”? Helen has had her hair bobbed, and it 
is a very becoming style to her, so much so that 
some one expressed a fear that “bobbing” might 
become an epidemic. 

Miss Louise Nesbit, of the commercial depart- 
ment, spent Thanksgiving with friends in Omaha. 

John Carl Denehey has left the employ of the 
company, and Mr. Worley has been employed. 

‘Dottie Merritt and Bell Gorton are new traffic 
employes. 

Miss Ruth Metz is a lonely lady these days. We 
notice she is always quite cheerful though when 
there is the corner of a letter from Casper, Wyo., 
sticking out of her coat pocket. Eh, Ruth? 


RED CLOUD 

Miss Wreatha Smith spent the 21st with her 
parents at Guide Rock. 

Miss Havel, chief operator, attended the Red 
Cloud-Superior football game at Superior, Friday. 

Miss Ely spent the 14th with home folks at 
Guide Rock. 

Two operators from Salina, Kans., who were 
visiting friends in the city, were pleasant callers 
at our office one day this month. 

The traveling auditor of Lincoln spent a day in 
vhis exchange. 


SEWARD 

Miss Seymour, traveling supervisor, held an in- 
teresting class on November 15th. 

Miss Austin spent a few days in Omaha visit- 
ing friends. Miss Mildred Gumbel substituted 
as night operator during her absence. 

Miss Craige did relief work at Nehawka the 
last week in November. 

Miss Douty, bookkeeper, underwent an opera- 
tion for appendicitis on November 20th, and is 
reported as getting along nicely, to the entire 
satisfaction of her friends. Miss Landon is help- 
ing in the commercial department untll her re- 
turn. 

Miss Gaskill helped out as relief operator dur- 
ing Miss Austin’s absence. 

Miss Nabb has been employed as an operator. 

The sleet storm caused a great number of local 
and toll lines to be in trouble. 


SHICKLEY 


This exchange is progressing nicely, having 
installed four new telephones the past month. 

It appears that the Geneva correspondent 
omitted in the October News to mention the 
marriage of Frank Kubat to Miss Gladys Gool, 
Frank is our worthy troubleman, and while we 
have never known Mrs. Kubat, we have a very 
fine opinion of her from her choice of a lifelong 
helpmate. 

A bran new ringing machine has been in- 
stalled in our office, for which we were very grate- 
ful. Mr. Cummings, our competent switchboard 
man, did the work. 

Miss Lillie Jacobson, has been assisting Mrs. 
Young at the switchboard for a couple of weeks. 

Fanna Young, operator, spent her Thanksgiv- 
ing vacation with friends in Hastings and Han- 
sen, 

The two Lippincott families, from Kenesaw, 
spent Saturday night and Sunday, visiting at the 
central office with their mother, Mrs. Young. 

We are expecting our new directories every 
day, having gone to the press last week. 


UNIVERSITY PLACE 
Miss Seymour held a very interesting class at 
this exchange November 18th. We are always 
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glad to have these classes for they help the 
operators to remember the rules. 

Miss Evelyn Freeman, operator, spent Thanks- 
giving at her home town, Beatrice. 

Miss Beatrice Folden, operator, has been off 
duty several days on account of sickness. 

Mrs. Stella Scott has been employed at this 
office recently. 

Miss Esther Innis, operator, spent Thanks- 
giving at Diller, Neb. 


WYMORE 


Hello Everybody! Are we strangers? I should 
say. We've come again for a good long stay. 
To be sung to the tune of “Mother.” 


W is for our Wire Chief who’s a dandy, 
XY -is for Yours Truly don’t you know, 

M is for Money that comes in handy, 

O is for the “Only Man”, isn’t that so? 
R is for our Rates and Routes and Rules, 
E is for Exceptions out of school, 


Put them all together they spell Wymore, 

The bestest little town on the map. 

Miss Lucille Stierwalt, line operator, was off 
duty on account of sickness. 

Mrs. Sybil Brandt, chief operator at Nebraska 
City, was a very welcome visitor at this exchange 
November 20th. 

R. O. Parks visited this exchange November 
20th. Come again, Mr. Parks, you’re perfectly 
welcome. 

Mr. Bush, traveling auditor, was at Wilber re- 
pairing lines after the sleet storm. 

Miss Nellie Roberts, line operator, has been 
off duty on account of sickness. 


Mrs. Ruth MeNelly, chief operator, was married 
November 25th to Wm. Wellenseck. The happy 
couple will make their home on a farm near 
Cook. We shall miss you, Ruth, but here’s wishing 
you all the luck in the world. 


Mrs. Addie Freer, manager, entertained for the 
traffic department November 15th. Mrs. Ruth 
MecNelly was the guest of honor. The evening 
was spent in music and games and a lovely lunch- 
eon was served at a late hour. The operators 
presented Mrs. McNelly with a fine set of silver 
orange spoons. 


YORK 

Paul Davidson is back on the job after being 
absent on account of a slight accident. We are 
glad to have Paul back with us. 

Mr. Givens, cable splicer for York, was called 
to Hastings to clear some trouble there. Hurry 
Lapa Givens, because we want to get through 

ere. 

Paul Smeltzer, foreman, was called to i 
on account of the death of his niece. He naeeoee 
sympathy. 

George Frolich, truck driver for Paul Smelt- 
zer. was presented with a new Two Ton White. 
George looks neither to right nor left, but the boys 
are not taking it seriously because we all know 
George. 

Some team work! After cars and teams had 
failed in making the trip to patrol the toll lines 
on the Lincoln lead west from York, three good 
men hitched themselves. up with blocks, wire and 

shovels and made the trip on foot. Some team 
Ask Adkins, Wellman and Kerwood. 

Chas. Homan, combination man at York, has 
replaced the keys and re-wired the key shelves 
at McCool and Bradshaw, which is a great im- 
provement. 

Frank Beltzer and his department are giving 
the rest of the employes in the York plant depart- 
ment a run for their money. The gang have 
had trouble keeping ahead of him and it hurries 
the wire chief department to keep up with him. 
It is aJright, Frank, just keep it up. 

On Nov. 17, a very pleasant time was had by 


the members of the plant department and their 
families at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dave 
Dreier. The evening was spent in playing cards, 
in which Ernest Wellman carried away the 
first prize and Orrin Sturtevant the consolation 
prize. Refreshments were served by Mrs. Dreier. 
It was decided to meet every two weeks, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernst Wellman extended an invitation 
to meet at their home, where also, an enjoyable 
evening was spent in the same manner. Orrin 
Sturtvant won first prize and Paul Bayley the 
consolation prize. Refreshments were served by 
Mrs. Wellman. 

A, A. Stoker visited York and put on demon- 
strations 6, 7 and 8. The boys at York say that 
if you want to know what little you knéw about 
the equipment you are working with do not miss 
demonstrations on 6, 7, 8. 

Miss Bess Freeman, information operator, spent 
Thanksgiving week with her parents at McCool. 

Mrs. Bess Perry, assistant chief operator, spent 
Thanksgiving with her sister on the farm near 
McCool. It takes Bess to tell about the eats. 

Miss Eva Adams, line operator, spent a few 
days with home folks at Central City. 

On Sunday evening, November 28th, this ex- 
change was visited by a snow storm, putting 
most of the toll and rural lines out of commission. 


Miss Myrtle Swanson, line operator, spent a 
pleasant Sunday with friends at Gresham. 


Miss McDonald, traveling chief operator, visited 
this office two days this week, holding classes at 
which she instructed the girls on the new rules 
and phrases. : 

Heinie, the wire chief at Stromsburg, visited 
this office recently. 

If you think people never work just step in- 
to the commercial department where all thoughts 
are on the new directories, which will soon come 
out. 

On Monday evening, November 15th, the em- 
ployes in the commercial, traffic and plant depart- 
ments and their families, spent a pleasant even- 
ing at the home of Pauline Hesler. Miss Mc- 
Donald, traveling chief operator, was guest of 
honor. The evening was spent playing games. 
Several prizes were given which the plant depart- 
ment carried off. At a late hour a two course 
luncheon was served which everyone enjoyed. 

Two classes were held by Mr. Murphy at this 
office on November 28th, at which all the girls 
were present. 
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- OFFICIALS OF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
FRANK'%H.: WOO Do ee ee ee ee oe ee -President 
S3/H BURN GA eee re ace secteanstte cetacean Se Vice-President 
GC. Pi RUSS Eee ee he oon Secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
LB HURTS eee Cee ee a ee Oe General Manager 
Wie To. LEMONT eee ee Re Dae AEs ee OPER TI A .-----. AUGItOF 
COMMERCIAL 
Re. es MEAT TIS ON irene ont en tenscntnttret itoeenetce! Commercial Superintendent 
W. THORGRIMSON ....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
Wek. (BELLS Sees. District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. H. CAMAN................ District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
W. C. COOPER.............. District Commercial Manager, Western District 
PLANT 
M.D CASTHR Soe. ee eae UPS his Se ER EA Plant Superintendent 
Be Be) WHBELLER fre ces ee ncnc cp aor eat eceeectceisetened Plant Engineer 
EB BRHMESSs....2,.. sees District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
K VB. CARY 2. ee eee District Plant Chief, Southern District 
H. W. WHEELER........0.......--....-20--- District Plant Chief, Western District 
TRAFFIC 
GEQ:) KE. 'GAINN sli 3 ST ees Re es Traffic Superintendent 
Rive BREW LE Ree TE. he ae ta Sa Traffic Engineer 
W. P. KIMBALL..........000......0........ District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
RO? PARK See tae ae. District Traffic Chief, Southern District 
Rev MURPH Ye eee eee District Traffic Chief, Western District 
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IF YOU HAVE A 
SURPLUS OF 
| HAPPINESS 

During the holiday season 


why not telephone a part of 
it to some one who has less? 


_ The Telephone is the great 
limitless pathway over which 

the CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
cantravel and cheer the hearts (3) 
of loved ones from whom you 

are widely separated 


4 Athe Lincoln Telephone 
% and Telegraph Co. ~ 
Oe = _ Universal 


System 


Service 


~ tod 


